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BOOK VI. 

Dimrfm unexpected blow, by which the regent 
occasion- was cut oiT, stTuck the king's party with the 
ngui’s ° utmost consternation. Elizabeth bewailed his 
death as the most fatal disaster which could 
have befallen her kingdom ; and was inconsolable to a 
degree that little suited her dignity. Mary’s adherents 
exulted, as if now her restoration were not only certain, 
but near at hand. The infamy of'tlie crime naturally 
fell on those who expressed such indecent joy at tlie 
commission of it; and as the assassin made his escape 
on a horse which belonged to lord Claud Hamilton, and 
fled directly to Hamilton, where he was received in tri¬ 
umph, it wasconcluded that the regent had fallen a sacri¬ 
fice to the resentment of the queen’s party, rather than 
to tlie revenge of a private man. On the day after the 
murder, Scott of Buccleugh and Ker of Ferniheret, both 
zealous abettors of the queen’s cause, entered England 
in a hostile manner, and plundered and burnt the coun¬ 
try, the inhabitants of which expected no such outrage. 
If the regent had been alive, (hey would scarce have 
ventured on such an irregular incursion, nor qould it 
well have ht^ened so soon after his death, unlesp they 
had been privy to the crime. 

This was not the only irregultaity to whiclritbe an¬ 
archy that Allowed the regent’s death gave micasion. 
During such general confusion, men hoped for univer¬ 
sal impunity, and broke out into, excesses of every .kind. 
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it was impos^Me^tb resign Uiese withoi 
settled form of govl^rn'enti a convention < 
yeedog the,nobles was* held^'ih OrdCr to dOliberate con 
ng^ "eerning the elOctioii’of a'fegOnt. - Tlie queen’ 
'Febi i». adherentl'refusi^d.' tof^ pr^nt at the meeting 
and protested against its piroee^n^. The king’s owr 
paril^ was ihtsolu^ aiM-tlivided in opLqaon. Maitland 
whom Kirlaldy 'had 'S^il; 4t-^l))erty, and who obtained 
firahi the nobles ftfen’alss^bled a declaration acquitting 
him of the 'Orimeirlii^ liad been, laid tb his charge, en¬ 
deavoured to bring about Coalition of tho two parties, 
by proposing tb^admit die queen to the joint adminis- 
tration of government with her son. Elizabeth, adher¬ 
ing to her ancient system with , regard to'Scottish'affairs, 
laboured, notwithstanding the tohcitatiofls of Mary’s 
friends,* to multiply, and to'perpetuate the factions, 
tirhich tore in pieces the kingdom. Randolph, whom she 
dispatched into ScOdand on the first news of the regent’s 
death, and who was her usual agent for such services, 
found all parties so exasperated by mutual injuries, and 
so full of irreconcilable rancourV that it cost him little 
trouble to inflame their animosity. The convention 
broke up Without coming to any agreement; and a new 
meedng, to which the nobles of dl parties were in- 
•nted, was appointed on the 1st of May." 

A — Meantime, Maitland and Kirkaldy, who still 
continued to acknqwledge theking’s authority, 
in Tiun, ^ were atthe utmost pains tO^restore some degree 
of harmony among their qountiymen. 'fTiey procured 
for this purpose an amicablcconference among the lead¬ 
ers of the i'Wo frctions; But while the*’(me demanded 
the restoration of the queeilj; as onbfiHihing which 
could re-Sstablisb^e'^ublic’tranquillity; while the 
other c^emed* the king’s huthorify to be so* sacred, 
that if %&, on no accouitt; to^be ciUled ii^uestion or 
impaired; and neither of them wo\ild recede in the least 
•Sei Append, No. xxxnr- * Cimwf.Mein. isi. ( 3 »ld.ii, 167 . 
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SodeiToor At the same, time they had fonned a design 
of kindling war between the two kingdoms. 
If they could engage them in hostilities, and 
hod. revive their ancient emulation and antipathy* 
they hoped, not only to dissolve a confederacy of great 
advantage to the king’s cause, but to reconcile their 
countrymen to the queen, Elizabeth’s natural and most 
dangerous rival. With this view they had, immedi¬ 
ately after the murder of the regent, prompted Scott and 
Ker to commence hostilities, and had since instigated 
them to continue and extend their depredations. As 
Elizabeth foresaw, on the one hand, the dangerous con¬ 
sequences of rendering this a national quarrel; and 
resolved, on the other, not to suffer such an insult on 
her government to pass with impunity; she issued a 
proclamation, declaring that she imputed the outrages 
which had been committed on the borders not to the 
Scottish nation, but a few desperate and ill-designing 
persons; that, with the former, she was resolved to 
maintain an inviolable friendship, whereas the duty 
which she owed to her own subjects obliged her to chas¬ 
tise the licentiousness of the latter.' Sussex and Scrope 
accordingly entered Scotland, the one on the east, the 
otlier on the west borders, and laid waste the adjacent 
countries with fire and sword.*^ Fame magnified the 
number and progress of their troops, and Mary’s adhe¬ 
rents, not thinking themselves safe in Edinburgh, the 
inhabitants whereof were ill-affected to their cause, 
retired to Linlithgow. There, by a public pro- 
Apiii «8. clamation, they asserted the queen’s authority, 
and forbade giving obedience to any but the duke, or 
the earls of Argyle and Hundy, whom she had consti¬ 
tuted her lieutenants in the kingdom. 

The nobles who continued faithful to the 
torfeiin- king, though considerably weakened by the de- 
fection of so many of their friends, assembled at 

» ‘ Calderff. ii. 181. ' Cabbala, 174. 
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Edhibui^b on the day appointed. They issued a 
counter-proclamation, declaring such as appeared for 
the queen enemies of their country; and charging 
them with the murder both of the late king and of the 
regent. They could not, however, presume so much 
on their own strength as to venture either to elect a re¬ 
gent, or to take the field against the queen’s party; but 
the assistance which they received from Elizabeth, 
enabled them to do both. By her order Sir William 
Drury marched into Scotland, with a thousand foot and 
three hundred horse; the king's adherents joined him 
with a considerable body of troops, and advancing 
towards Glasgow, where the adverse party had already 
begun hostilities by attacking the castle, they forced them 
to retire, plundered the neighbouring country, which ])e- 
longedto theUamiltons, and, after seizing some of their 
castles, and rasing others, returned to Edinburgh. 
I^lotivcs Under Drury’s protection, the carl of Lennox 
bci^’scon- returned into Scotland. It was natural to emn- 
ducijiith jjjit government of die kingdom to him 

rogard to “ ^ ® , 

tUem. during the minority of his grandson. Ilis illus¬ 
trious birth, and alliance with die royal family of Eng¬ 
land, as well as of Scotland, rendered him worthy of 
that honour. His resentment against Mary being im¬ 
placable, and bis estate lying in England, and his fa¬ 
mily residing there, Elizabeth considered him as a man, 
who, both from inclination and from interest, would act 
■in concert with her, and ardently wished that be might 
succeed Murray in the office of regent. But on many 
accounts, she did not think it prudent to discover her 
own sentiments, or to favour his pretensions too opmily. 
The civil wars in France', which had been excited 
partly by real and partly by pretmided zeal forreligion, 
and carried on with a fierceness that did it raal dis¬ 
honour, appeared now to be on the poittt of combg to 
an issue ; and after shedding the best blood, and wast¬ 
ing the richest provinces in the kingdom, both .parties 
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desired pea^e with an ardoiir that, facilitated tjhie hego- 
tiatiops whichwerecaCTyingonfor thatpuipose. Charles 
IX. was known to be a passionate admirer of hiary’s 
beauty. Nor could he, in honour, suffer a queen of 
France, and the most ancient idly of his crown,‘ to lan¬ 
guish in her present cruel situation;, without attempting 
to procure her relief. He had hitherto been obliged to 
satisfy himself with remonstrating, by his ambassadors, 
against the indignity with which she had been ti'eated. 
But if he were once at full liberty to pursue his inclina- 
■ tions, ^Elizabeth would hpve every thing to dread from 
the impetuosity of his temper and the power of his arms. 
It therefore became necessary for her to act. with some 
reserve, pnd not to appear avowedly to countenance the 
choice of a regent, in contempt of Mary’s authority. 
The jealousy and prejudices of the Scots required no. 
less management. Had she openly supported Lennox’s 
claim ; had she recommended him to the convention, as 
the candidate of whom she approved; this might have 
roused the independent spirit of the nobles, and by too 
plain a discovery of her intention, she might have de¬ 
feated its success. For these reasons she hesitated long 
and returned ambiguous answers to all the messages 
which she received from the king’s party. A more ex¬ 
plicit declaration of her sentiments was at last obtain¬ 
ed, and an event of an extraordinary nature seems to 
have been the occasion of it. Pope Pius V. having 
issued a bull, whereby he excommunicated Elizabeth, 

. deprived her of her kingdom, and absolved, her subjects 
from their oath of allegiance,' Felton, an Englishman, 
had the boldness to affix it on the g^tes of the bishop 
' of London’s palace. In former ages, a pope, moved by 
his ovm ambition, or pride, or bigotry, denounced this 
fatal sentence against the most powerful monarchs ; but 
as the author^' of the' court of Rome was now'less re¬ 
garded, its procbedings were more cautious ^ and it was 
only when they were roused by some powerful'prince. 
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diat the thunders of the church were ever heard. Eliisa- 
beth, therefore, imputed this step, which the pope had 
taken, to a combination of the Roman Catholic prince 
against jher, and suspected that some plot was formed in 
favour of the Scottish queen. In that event, she knew 
that the safety of her own kingdom depended on pre¬ 
serving her influence in Scotland; and in order to 
strengthen this, Ae renewed her promises of protecting 
the king's adherents, encouraged them to proceed to 
the election of a regent, and even ventured to point oiit 
the earl of|Lennox as the person who had the best title. 
That honour was accordingly conferrediipon him, in a 
convention of the whole party, held on the I2tl: of July.* 
i.eniw.* regent’s first care was, to prevent the 

elected meeting of the parliament, which the queen’s 

party had summoned to convene at Linlithgow. 
Having effected that, he raarjphed against the earl of 
Huntly, Mary’s lieutenant in the north, and forced the 
garrison which he had placed in Brechin to surrender at 
discretion. Soon after, he made himself master of some 
of the castles. Imboldened by this successful beginning 
of his administration, as well as by the appearance 
of a considerable army, with which the earl of Sussex 
hovered on the borders, he deprived Maitland of his 
office of secretary, and proclaimed him, the duke, 
Huntly, and other leaders of the queen’s party, traitors 
and enemies of their country'’ 

Miry't ad- lu this desperate situation of their affairs, the 
'i!!^u”ihic queen’s adherents had recourse to the king of 
with Spain. Spain,* with whom Mary had held a close cor¬ 
respondence ever since her confinement in England. 
They prevailed on the duke of Alva to send two of 
his officers to take a view of the country, and to ex¬ 
amine its coasts and harbours; and obtained from them 
a small sujqply of money and arms, wldch were sent to 

( Spotew. S40. CiM. ii. 1B6. See Append. No. XXXV. 

‘ Cmwt Mem. 159. Cnld. ii. 198. ‘ See Append. No. XXXVL 
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Elirabeth the eaii of Huntly.^ But this aid, so dispropor- 
* tionate to their exigencies, would have availed 
them Utde. They were indebted .for their ssdety 
between to a treaty which Elizabeth was carrying on, 
her sub- under colour of restoring the captive queen to 
her throne. The first steps in this negotiation 
had been taken in the month of May; but hitherto lit¬ 
tle progress was made in it The peace concluded be¬ 
tween the Roman Catholics and Hugonots in France, 
and her apprehensions that Charles would interpose 
with vigour in behalf of his sister-in-law, quickened 
Elizabeth’s motions. She affected to treat her prisoner 
widi more indulgence, she listened more graciously to 
the solicitations of foreign ambassadors in her favour, 
and . seemed , fully determined to replace her on the 
throne of her ancestors. As a proof of her sincerity, 
she laboured to procure a cessation of arms between 
the two contending factions in Scotland. Lennox, 
elated with the good fortune which had hitherto attend¬ 
ed his administration, and flattering himself with an easy 
triumph over enemies whose estates were waited, and 
their forces dispirited, refused for some time to come into 
this measure. It was not safe for him, however, to dis¬ 
pute the will of his protectress. A cessation of hostili¬ 
ties during two months, to commence on the 3d of Sep¬ 
tember, was agreed upon; and, being renewed from time 
to time, it continued^till the 1st of April next year.‘ 

Soon after, Elizabeth dispatched Ceciland Sir Wal¬ 
ter Mildmay to the queen of Scots. The dignity of 
these ambassadors, the former her prime minister, the 
latter chancellor of the exchequer, and one of her ablest 
counsellora, convinced afl parties fliat the negoti^ion 
was serious, and the Ihour Mary’s liberty was now 
approaching. The propositions which they made to 
her were advantageous to Elizabeth, but such as a 
prince in Mary’s situation had reason to expect. The 

*■ Xodm. iii. lit. Citwf. Mem. 1S3. < SpoUw. 34S. 
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ratificatioii of the treaty of Edinburgh; the renouncing 
any pretension^ to the English croWn, during Eliza- 
betlfs own life, or that of. her posterity; the adhering 
to the alliance between the two kingdoms; the pardon¬ 
ing her sulgects who had taken arms against her; and 
her promising to hold no correspondence^ and to coun¬ 
tenance no enterprise, that might disturb Elizabeth’s 
government; were among the chief articles. By way 
of security for the accomplishment of these, they de¬ 
manded that some persons of rank should be given as 
hostages, that the prince, her son, should reside in Eng¬ 
land, and that a few castles on the border should be put 
into Elizabeth’s hands. To some of these propositions 
Mary consented; some she endeavoured to mitigate; 
and others she attempted to evade. In the mean time, 
she transmitted copies of them to the pope, to the kings 
of France and Spain, and to the duke of Alva. She in¬ 
sinuated, that without some timely and Vigorous inter¬ 
position in her behalf, she would be obliged to accept 
of these hard conditions, and to purchase liberty at any 
price. But the pope was a distant and feeble ally, and 
by his great efforts at this time against the Turks, his 
treasury was entirely exhausted. Charles had already 
begun to meditate that conspiracy against the Hugo- 
nots, which marks his reign with such infamy; and it 
required much leisure, and periect tranquillity, to bring 
that execrable plan to maturity. Philip was employed 
in fitting out that fleet which acquired so much renown 
to the Christian arms, by the victory over the infidels 
at Lepanto; the Moors in Spain tlireatened an insur¬ 
rection ; and his subjects in the Netherlands, provoked 
by much oppression and many indignities, were break¬ 
ing out into open rebellion. All of them, for these dif¬ 
ferent reasons, advised Mary, without depending on 
their aid, to conclude the treaty on the best terms she 
could procure." 


" Andm. nd. iiL 119, ItO. 



10 SeOTLANi). 

Ei!xa.» 'Maiy Apcorditigly contented to muEmy ofEli- 
■fifiMBitT * 8 ^®i 9 i’ 8 ;'j 4 emands,'and <Jiscoyered a feicilityof 
the coDr disposidoQ, w^(di. pTotiused still COBceS- 

dw* of h. gjQpg^i. jjQ 6000688100 she could have made, 

would have satisfied Elizabeth, who, in spite of her re¬ 
peated professions of sincerity to foreign ambassadors, 
and, notwithstanding the solemnity with which she cu¬ 
rled on the treaty, had no other object in it, than to 
amuse Meuy’s allies, and to gain time." After having 
so long treated a queen, who fled to her for refuge, in so 
ungenerous a manner, she could not now dismiss her 
with safety.. Under all the disadvantages of a rigorous 
confinement, Maiy had found means to excite commo¬ 
tions in England, which were extremely formidable. 
What desperate efiectsof her just resentment might be 
expected, if she were set at liberty, and recovered her 
former power? What engagements could bind her 
not to revenge the wrongs which she had suflered, nor 
to take advantage of the favourable conjunctures that 
might present themselves? Was it possible for her to 
give such security for her behaviour, in times to come, 
as might remove all suspicions and fears? And was 
there not good cause to conclude, that no future bene¬ 
fits could ever obliterate the memory of past injuries? 
It was thus Elizabeth reasoned; though she continued 
to act as if her views had been entirely diflerent. She 
appointed seven of her privy-counsellors to be com¬ 
missioners for settling the articles of the treaty; and, as 
Mary had already named the bishops of Ross and Gal¬ 
loway, and.lord Livingston, for her ambassadors, she 
required the regent to empower proper persons to ap¬ 
pear in behalf of the king. The earl of Morton, 
Pitcairn abbot of Uunfemline, and Sir James 
Macgill,,were the persons ifliosen by the regent. They 
prepared for their journey as slowly as Elizabeth herself 
could have wished. At length they arrived at Lon- 

■> Diggei. Cpnpl. Amb. TS. 
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dwi, and in«i the odmmissioners of the taro 

qiteenei. Mary’S" ambassadors discovered the 
strdhgest inblination to comply with every thing that 
would remove‘the obstacles which stood in the way of 
their mistress’s liberty. But when Morton and his as¬ 
sociates were called upon to vindicate their conduct, 
and to explain the sentiments of their party, they be- 
g^, in justification of their treatment of the queen, 
to advance such maxims concerning the limited pow¬ 
ers of princes, and the natural right of subjects to 
resist and to control them, as were extremely shocking 
to Elizabeth, whose notions of regal prerogative, as has 
been formerly observed, were very exalted. Witli re¬ 
gard to the authority which the king now possessed, 
they declared they neither had, nor could possibly re¬ 
ceive instructions, to consent to any treaty that tended 
to subvert, or even to impair it in the least degree." 
Nothing could be more trifling and ridiculous, than 
such a reply from the commissioners of the king of 
Scots to the queen of England. His party depended ab¬ 
solutely on her protection } it was by persons devoted 
to her he had been seated on the throne, and to her 
power he owed the continuance of his reign. With the 
utmost ease she could have brought them to hold very 
different language; and whatever conditions she might 
have thought fit to subscribe, they would have had no 
It ipterea other choice butto submit. This declaration, how- 
fnutieu. gjjg affected to consider as an insuperable 

difficulty; and finding that therewas no reason to dread 
any danger from the Fr^ch king, who had not disco¬ 
vered that eagerness in support of Mary which was ex- 
„ ^ pected, the reply made by Morton furnished her 

with a pretence for putting a stop to the nego¬ 
tiation, until the regent should send ambassadors with 
more ample powera. Thus, after being amused for ten 
months with the hopes of liberty, the unhsqipy queen 

^ » CtM. a.S34. Digges, !>t. Hiyacii, .»2J, 52 *. 
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of Scots remained under-strietef custody than ever, 
and witiiout tiny project-of scaping feom it; while 
those subjects w’ho stiU adhered to her w^re exposed; 
without allyor protector, to the rage of enemies, whom 
their success in this negotiation rendered still more in<- 
solent.’’ 

Dnmbarton On the day after the expiration of the truce, 
cMUe ta(i been- observed with little exactness 

pnseu Dy 

ihe r?gent on either side,, captain Crawford of Jordan- 
hill, a gallant -and enterprising officer, performed a 
service of great importance to the regent, by surprising 
the castle of Dumbarton. This was the only fortified 
place in the kingdom, of which the queen had kept 
possession ever since the commencement of the civil 
wars. Its situation, on the top of a high and almost 
inaccessible rock, which rises in the middle of a plain, 
rendered it extremely strong, and, in the opinion of 
that age, impregnable; as it commanded the river 
Clyde, it was of great coiisequence, and was deemed 
the most proper place in the kingdom for landing any 
foreign troops that might come to Mary’s aid. The 
strength of the place rendered lord Fleming, the go¬ 
vernor, more secure than he ought to have been, con¬ 
sidering its importance. A soldier who had served in 
the garrison, and had been disgusted by some ill-usage, 
proposed the scheme to the' regent, endeavoured-to 
demonstrate that it was practicable, and offered him¬ 
self to go the foremost man on the enterprise. It was 
thought prudent to risk any danger for so great a prize. 
Scaling-ladders, and whatever else might he necessary, 
were prepared with the utmost sem-ecy and dispatch. 
All the avenues to the cas^ wiere seized, that no in¬ 
telligence of the design might reach the governor. 
Towards evening Crawford marched from Glasgow 
svith. a small -hut determined band. By midnight -they 
arrived at the bottom of thh rock. The moon was set, 

r Anden. ifi. 91, &c. 
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and the sky, had hitherto been extremely dear, 
was covered with a thick fog. It was where the rock 
was highest that the assailants made their attempt, be¬ 
cause in that place there were few sentinels, and they 
hoped to fin<f them least alert. The first ladder was 
scarcely fixed, when the weight and eagerness of those 
who mounted brought it to the ground. None of the 
assailants were hurt by the fall, and none of 4he garri¬ 
son alarmed at the noise. Their guide and Crawford 
scrambled up the rock, and fastened the ladder to the 
roots of a tree which grew in a cleft. This place they 
all reached with the utmost difficulty, but were still at 
a great distance from the foot of the wall. 1 heir lad¬ 
der was made fast a second time; but in the middle of 
the ascent, they met with an unforeseen difficulty. 
One of their companions was seized with some sudden 
fit, and clung, seemingly without life, to the ladder. 
All were at a stand. It was impossible to pass him. 
To tumble him headlong was cruel; and might occa¬ 
sion a discovery. But Crawford’s presence of mind 
did not forsake him. He ordered the soldier to be 
bound fast to the ladder, that he might not fall when 
the fit was over; and turning tlie other side of the 
ladder, they mounted with case over his belly. Day 
now began to break, and there still remained a high wall 
to scale; but after surmounting so many great difficul¬ 
ties, this was soon accomplished. A sentry observed 
the first man who appeared on the parapet, and had 
just time to give the alarm, before he was knocked on 
the head. The officers and soldiers of the garrison 
ran out naked, unarmed, and more solicitous about 
their own safety, than capable of making resistance. 
The assailants rushed forward, witli repeated shouts, 
and with the utmost fury; took possession of the 
magazine; seized the cannon, and turned them against 
their raemies. Lord Fleming got into a small boat, 
and fled all alone into Argyleshire. Crawfordrin re- 
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ward of his valour and good conduclyrrasai^' niaste] 
of the castle; and as hf^did not lose ta sing|e.>inaii ir 
the enterpcbe, he ^enj^c^^ hi^. Recess with, tinG^ed 
pleasure. . ^dy l^iniiig^ Vera^. the ^ench Mivoy, and 
Hamilton aiehbishbp of Stf -%^re .^te pri¬ 
soners of greatest distinction.’ ' ' 

Archbishop Verac’s chbradter.protected him from the 
d^w>'sp"t ®fage which -he merited by his. activity, in 
to^by stirring up enemies aga^t the kingi- Ihe r^ 
treated frie lady wi& great politeness and 
huna^. But a very different fate awaited the 
ar^bishop; he was carried under a strong guard to 
Stirling; arid as he had formerly been attainted by act 
of parliament, he was, without , any fonnal trial, con¬ 
demned to be hanged; and, on the fourth day after he 
was taken, the sentence was executed^ An attempt 
was made to convict him of being accessary to the 
murder both of the king and regent, but these accusa¬ 
tions were supported by, no proofr Our historians 
observe, that he was the first bishop in Scotland, who 
died by the ’ hands of the executioner. The high of¬ 
fices he had enjoyed, both in church and state, ought to 
have exempted him from a punishment inflicted only 
on the- lowest criminals. But his zeal for the queen, 
his abilities, and his profession, rendered him odious 
and foimidable to the king’s adherents. Lennox hated 
him as the person by whose counsels the reputation 
and power of , flie-house of Hamilton were supported. 
Party-rage and personal enjnity dictated that indecent 
sentence, for which some colour was sought, by im¬ 
puting to him such odious crimes.' 

Kirkaidy The loss of Dumbarton, and the severe 
ewUetf*" freatment of the wchbishop, perplexed no less 
Ed^rgh than they enraged the queen’s party ; and bos- 
*1*^’ * tiUties were renewed with all the fierceness 
■ which disappointment and indignation can in- 

^ Sofh; 39t r SpoUwood, *5*. 
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spire. Kiricaldy, who, during the truce, had taken care 
to increase the number of his garrison, aud to provide 
every thing necessary for his defence, issued a procia* 
mation declaring Lennox’s authority to be unlawful 
and usurped; commanded ail who favoured his cause 
to leave the tovm withip six hours; seized the anus- 
belonging to the citizens; planted a battery on the 
steeple of St. Giles’s, repaired the walls, and fortified 
the gates of the city; and, though the affections of the 
inhabitants leaned a different way, held out the metro¬ 
polis against the regent The duke, Huntly, Home, 
Herries, and other chiefs of that faction, repaired to 
Edinburgh with their followers; and having received 
a small sum of money and some ammunition from 
France, formed no contemptible army within the walls. 
On the other side, Morton seized Leith and fortified it; 
and the regent joined him with a considerable body of 
men. While the armies lay so near each other, daily 
skirmishes happened, and with various success. The 
queen’s party was not strong enough to take the field 
against the regent, nor was his superiority so great as 
to undertake the siege of the castle or of the town." 
Doth i»r- Some time before Edinburgh fell into the 
paHi'r'** hands of his enemies, the regent had .summoned 
a parliament to meet in that place. In order 
to prevent any objection against the lawfulness of the 
meeting, the members obeyed the proclamation as ex- 
Waj 14 ^ possible, and assembled in a house at 

the head of the Cannongate, which, though 
without the walls, lies within the liberties of the city. 
Kirkaldy exerted himself to the utmost to interrupt their 
meeting; but they were so strongly guarded, that all 
efibrts were vain. They passed an act attainting 
Maitland and a few others, and then adjourned to the 
28 th of August* 

The other party, in order that their proceedings might 
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be amntenaras^ by. t^e sais^, sbo^.fif,,ljega|^th^ 
h^Id a ^eti^ of .p9^aoi^ Hi^ii ,^ere 'vras 
produt^^ , 4 HS OSSgnpJblj b;^;^e queen' 

of the invi^idily of, thst oeed wh<^% sbe had resigned 
the crown, and cdnsentM to the coronation of her son. 
Conformable to this declaration, an act was passed pro¬ 
nouncing the resignation to have been extorted by fear; 
to be null in itself^ and m all its consequences; and 
enjoining .all good subjects to acknowledge the queen 
alone to be their lawful sovereign, and to support those 
who acted in her name. The present , establishment 
of the Protestant religion, was confirmed by another 
statute; and, in imitation of the adverse party, a new 
meeting was appointed on the 26 th of August." 

Miterabie Meanwhile all the miseries of civil war de- 
rf”the'”” solated^^ kingdom. Fellow-citizens, friends, 
kingdom, brothers, took different sides, and ranged them¬ 
selves under the standards of the contending factions. 
In every county, and almost in every town and village, 
king's men and queen's men were names of distinction. 
Political hatred dissolved all natural ties, and extin¬ 
guished the reciprocal good-will and confidence which 
holds mankind together in society. Religious zeal 
mingled itself with these civil distinctions, and con¬ 
tributed not a little to heighten and to infl am e them. 
Stole of The factions which divided the kingdom were, 

ficrioiu. Jq appearance, only two; but in both these 
there were persons with views and principles so dif¬ 
ferent from each other, that they ought to be dis¬ 
tinguished. With some, considerations of religion were 
predominant, and they either adhered to the queen, 
because they hoped by her means to re-establish Popery, 
or they defended the king’s authority, as the best sup¬ 
port of the Protestant faith. Among these the oppo¬ 
sition was violent and irreconcilable. Others were 
influenced by political motives only, or allured by views 

■ Orurf. Mem. 177. 
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ofiatej^; ^ed.at uaittog these, aad did 

not de^^ of gsuinn^, arts, many of IMfaiy's 

adherd^ to aclabifte^^ the l^t%*8 authority. Mait¬ 
land Kiilc^Jr'iiad. fiN^iia^'lidie'ss^ desi^ of a 
btit tlntt tlie qu^ might be 

reared to soniel^ture ili^e government, and^ilm king¬ 
dom "shake off its depend^hbe tffkm Englamd. 'Mbite, 
the ablest, the most ambihbus, aiid the diost powerful 
man of the king’s pkrty, held a particulv course ,* and 
moring only as he wtts' prompted by the court of 
England, thwarted every measure thkt tended towards a 
reconcilement of the fa^ons; and as he Served Eliza¬ 
beth with much fideli^, he derived bodr power and 
credit from her avowed protection. 

The time ^pomted by boA parties for the meeting . 
of their parii^ents now approached. Only three 
peers and two bishops appeared in that which was held 
in the queen’s name at Edinburgh. But, contemptible 
as their numbers were, they passed an act for attainting 
upwards of two hundred of the adverse faction. The 
meeting at Stirling was numerous and spleindid. The 
regent had prevailed on the earls of Argyle, Eglinton, 
Cassils, and lord Boyd, to acknowledge the king's au¬ 
thority. The three earls were among the most power-, 
ful noblemen in the kingdom, and had hithc^ been 
zealous in the queen’s cause. Lord Boyd had been one 
of Mary's conunissioners at York and Westminster, and 
since that time had been ad^iitted into alt her most se¬ 
cret counsels. Buf, during that turbulent period, the 
conduct of individuals, as well as the principles of fac¬ 
tions, varied so often, that the Mnse of honour,'a' chief 
preservative of consistence in character, was ef^rely 
lost; and, without any regard to decorum, men'sud¬ 
denly abandoned one party, and adcq>ted ffie violent 
passions of the other. The defection, icwevm** of so 
many persons of distinction, not only weakenei^'ffie 
queen's party, but added reputation to her adver^ies. 

VOL. II. c 
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Tbe kin^ After iJke acam{de' paHhktieQ^M EdtA- 

tbsA at Stitteig began With fraihing aicts 
s^iiiq. against the opposite ftietion. 3ut hi the nWdst 
of all the secarily-; which confidence in their own numi- 
here Or distsmce fr(Mn danger ttonldinspiifO, they 
WOTe awakened early in-the morning of Septem¬ 
ber the third, by ^e’ shouts of the enemy in the heart 
of the town.' In a mopient the houses of every person 
of distincticai were surrounded^, and before they knew 
what to think of so strange an event, the regent, the 
earls of Argyle, Morton, Glencaira, Cassils, Eglinton, 
Montrose, Enchan, the lords Sempil, >Catbcart, Ogilvie, 
were all made priscmers, and mounted behind troopers, 
who were ready to carry them Jo Eldinburgh. Kirkaldy 
was the author of this dariug .entaprise j and if he had 
not been induced,-by th© ilhlamed folicitude of hie 
friends about hia safety, not to’ hazard his own pemon 
in conducting it, diat day might have terminated the 
contest between the two factions, and have restored 
peace to his country. By his direction four hundred 
men, under the command of Hundy, lord Claud Hamil- 
\ tOQ, mai Scott of Bucc^ugh, set out firom Edinburgh, 
t^d, the better to conceal their design,.marched to- 
• wrards the south. But they soon wheeled to the right, 
“id, homes having been provided: for the infantry, rode 
straight to Stirling. By four in the morning they ar- 
tiyed there; not .one senfry was pmted oh the walls, 
h^t a aii^le man was awake about the place. They 
^et with no resistance from any person whom they at- 
ten^ted to 8e^,< except Mortoou He defended his 
house ittith obstimite valour ;.they were obliged to set 
it on ftre, a:^ he did not summer fiSl forced^ out of it 
1^ die fiteuM.. hi perfuming ,^^ill;!«ome time was con¬ 
sumed; and the ]|itiva!te m^ tracusbustomedHo regular 
disci^linnk-;l$ft their colours, tand Began .to rifle the 
hoiisto and shops of the dhkens. The noise and up¬ 
roar m the town reached the castle. The ml of Mar 
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8aUieaiwfe^iliifllU^s(*jiew*^^ brWdy upon tW 
f Krhom «]i)^ tint ttie. officei^kept toP 
K^ Kk a bo% 1W *OTOij«to<rftWto asMst 
ttm go^QTj i wddw paoie abucsfci&o aasaUapts: 
so^ fled, «ot9« jptTMidhred themsdlvea to 
pn^peni; «»d had not the bordeitts, who followed 

Pfeventedapunmit, by carrying off anihe hbrtes 

Withm the place, not a ouui wonld haW eacaped. If 
the regent had not unfoitanntejy been Jdl&d 

_the loss on the king’a arde wQuid have been w« 

wc^ideraWe a* the alarm was grtet ’ Thinkim the 
archbishop of Andre^s^ waa the word amonw the 
queens soldieis; and-Letinox feU a sacrifice to hit 
memory. The officer to whom he aurrendefod, en^ 
deavouring to protect him, lost Ws own life in hU 
defence. He ifos slain, according to the geneitd 
<^ion, by command of lord Clmid Hamilton. KirJo- 
aldy had the glory of concerting this plan with great 
secrecy and prudence; but Morton’s fortunate obsti¬ 
nacy, and the want of discipline among his troops, 
deprived him of success, the only thing wsisliog to 
render t^ equal to the most applauded militfey enters 
, prises of the kind.* ; , 

Marche. ■A* SO inmiy of the noldes were asseniblad 
»m regeet. they proceeded without delay to tha ddctton of 

... , ^ Morton, and Mar, were can- 

. didates for foe office. Mar was chosen by a majority 
of voices. Amidst all the fierce disseiMions which had 
prevail so long in Scotland, ha had distinguished 
hi^lf by his moderation, his husaanity. arid his dt*r 

power sms far inferior to Ai*I 
gyles^and his abilities hot so gmat ai Mdrtrfo’s, he 
waj for foese reasons, less feftnidrible.to foe ofoer 

inb«ra%s6lMaly rescued the 

hnted.nota. bt^ to his|Mcfenmlat, ■* 

UelM.’sls. -eaU'SeM. to*. 
c2 
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rrucrcd- While these things were carrying on in Scot- 
^ land, the transactions in England were no less 
interesting^to Mary, and still more fatal to her 
cause. The parliament of that kingdom, which 
met in April, passed an act, by which it was declared 
to be high-treasoh to claim any right to the crown 
daring the life of the queen; to affirm that the title 
of any other person was better than hers, or to main¬ 
tain that the parliament had not power to settle and to 
limit the order of succession. This remarkable statute 
was intended not only for the security of their own .so¬ 
vereign, but to curb the restless and intriguing spirit of 
the Scottish queen and her adherents.' 
surrisge'^' At this time a treaty of marriage between 
bch*e"i*** Elizabeth and the duke of Anjou, the French 
Bi**^*!! king’s brother, was well advanced. Both courts 
doke uf seemed to desire it with equal ardour, and gave 
Anjou. ^ ytmQgt confidence, that it could not 

fail of taking place. Neither of them, however, wished 
it success; and they encouraged it for no other end, 
but because it served to cover or to promote their par¬ 
ticular designs. The whole policy of Catherine of Me- 
dicis was bent towards the accomplishment of her de¬ 
testable project for the destruction of the Hugonot 
chiefs; and by carrying on a negotiation for the mar¬ 
riage of her son with a princess who was justly es¬ 
teemed the protectress of that party, by yielding some 
things in point of religion, and by discovering an in¬ 
difference with regard to others, she hoped to amuse 
all the Protestfmts in Europe, and to lull asleep the jea¬ 
lousy even of the Hugonots themselves. Elizabeth 
flattered Iterself with reaping advantages of another 
kind. During the dependence, of the negotiation, the 
French could not with'dectiatiy give any open assistance 
to the Scc^h qrmen; if &ey conceived any hopes of 
euc<^BS .iD the treaty of marriage, they would of course 
t Cmbi). 436. 
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interest themselves but coldly in her concerns; Mary 
herself must be dejected at losing an ally, 'vthom she 
had hitherto reckoned her most ^lowerful protector; 
and, by interrupting her correspondence with Fiance, 
one source, at leist, of the cabals and intrigues which 
disturbed the kingdom would be stopt. Both queens 
succeeded in their schemes. Catherine's artifices im¬ 
posed upon Elizabeth, and blinded the Hugouots. The 
French discovered the utmost indifference about the in¬ 
terest of the Scottish queen; and Maiy, considering 
that court as already united with her rival, turned for 
protection with more eagerness than ever towards the 
king of Spain.* Philip, whose dark and thot^htfiil 
mind delighted in the mystery of intrigue, bit,held a 
secret correspondence with Mary for some time, by 
means of the btshop of Ross, and had supplied both 
herself and her adherents in Scotland with small sums 
of money. Ridolphi, a Florentine gentleman, |^ho re¬ 
sided at London under (he character of a banker, and 
who acted privately as an agent for the‘pope, was the 
person whom the bishop intrusted with this negotiation. 
Norfolk', Mary thought it necessary likewise to commu- 
nicate the secret to the duke of Norfolk, whom 
of Mtrj, Elizabeth had lately restored to liberty, upon 
his solemn promise to have no farther intercourse with 
the queen of Scots. This promise, however, he regarded 
so Irtdc, that he continued to keep a constant corre¬ 
spondence with the captive queen; while she laboured 
to nourish his ambitious hopes, and to strengthen his 
amorous attachment by letters written in the fondest 
caressing strain. Some of these he must have received 
at the very time when be made that solemn promise of 
holding no farther intercourse widi her, in consequence 
of which Elizabeth restored him to liberty. Mary, still 
considering him as her future huahind, todc no step in 
any matter of moment without his advice. She early 

* Difgn, 144.14S. Ctmd. 4.M. 
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cOMititiiQCflted '{o i^ni her ttfiih Ridolphi ; 

attd, Ih ik kmg she "(rrote to him in ci- 

phtifi ,* aift^ comp^ining of the baseness with which the 
F^bch court had abandohed her ititercs^ she declared 
h W intention of imploribg tiie aasistaiice of the Spanish 
motiartih, which w^ tiow her only resohrce; and re- 
etunmended Ridolphi to his confidence as a person 
capable both of explaining and advancing the scheme. 
The dilke commanded Hickford, his secretary, to deci¬ 
pher, and dien to bum this letter; but, whether he had 
been already gained by the court, or resolved at that 
time to betray his master, he disobeyed the latter part 
of, the ®der, and hid the letter, together tvith other 
treasoH^T^ papers, under the duke’s own bed. 

Ridolphi, in a conference with Norfolk, omitted none 
of those arguments, and spared none of those promises, 
which are the usual incentives to rebellion. The pope, 
he told him, bad a great sum in readiness to bestow in 
so good a cause. The duke of Alva had undertaken 
tp land ten thousand men not far from London. The 
Catholics, to a man, would rise in arms. Many of the 
libhlra were ripe for a revolt, and wanted only a leader. 
Half the nation had turned their eyes towards him, 
and called on him to revenge the unmerited injuries 
which he himself had suflfered; and to rescue an unfor¬ 
tunate queen, who ofiered him her hand and her crown, 
as the reward of his success. Norfolk approved of the 
design, and though he refused to give Ridolphi any let¬ 
ter of credit, allowed him to use his name in negotiat¬ 
ing with the pope and Alva.'’ The bishop of Ross, 
who, from the Violence of his temper, and impatience 
to procure r^idf for his mistress, was apt to run into 
rash and desperate d^jgns, advised the duke to assem¬ 
ble secirefly'a few of tub followers, and at once to seize 
Elizabedi’s person. But tbis the duke rejected as a 

• HaifSc], SW, S98. UMdar. State Fipen. i. 190, tcc. IKgget’t Coaplwt 
^mbat. 147. * Anden. m. 161. 
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uiKo^ scheme equaPy wild eed he^dow.^^ M^ 
b?tt'‘“ while, the Ejuglish CQur^had lecei^^ Wfl- 
Au^sL perfect ioformatioa of the ^t»^y mt^rceplihg. 
one of Ridolphi’s agents; and anjrccideqt,happened, 
which brought to,light all the (jircum&tedces of .it, Thq 
duke had employed Uickford to trtmsmit .h) l(wd Her'- 
ries some money, .which was to be distributed amoi^^ 
Maiy^’s friends in Scotland. A person not in the secret 
was intrusted with conveying it to the borders, and he, 
suspecting it from the weight to be gold, whereas he 
had been told that it was silver, carried U dwctly 
the privy-council. The duke, his domestics, and all 
who were .privy, or could, be suspected of being privy,^ 
to the design, were taken into custody. Never'did the, 
accompbees in a .conspiracy discover l^s firmness, or 
^ ^ servants betray an indulgent master with greater 
' ’ basenesk. Every one confessed the whole of 

what he knew. Hickford gave directions how to find 
the papers which he had hidden. The duke himself, 
relying at first on the fidelity of his associates, and be¬ 
lieving all dangerous papers to have been destroyed, 
confidently asserted his own innocence; but when their 
dcpo.sitious and the papers themselves were prpduced, 
astonished at their treachery, he acknowledged his 
guilt, and implored the queen’s mercy. His offence 
was too heinous, and too often repeated, to obtain par¬ 
don ; and Elizabeth thought it necessary to deter her 
subjects, by his punishfuent, from holding correspond¬ 
ence with the queen of Scots, or her emissaries. Being 
tried by his peers, be was found guilty of high-treason, 
and, after several delays, i^^ered death foif the (^me.‘ 
The discovery of this conspiracy produced many 
effects extremely detrimental to Mary’s interest, 
bishop of Ross, who appewed, by Ihe confession oiT all 
concerned, to be the prime mover in ev^ cabal against 
Elizabeth, was taken into custody, bis paj^rs searched, 

Andeis-iii. 1S9.' SMkTWdti I8fc' 
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hitnse)£«ominitted to the Tower, treated with the utmost 
rigour, ,^eatened with punishment, and, after 

a long conhnemenV aet at liSer^, on condition that he 
should leave flie kingdom. Mary was not only de¬ 
prived of a servant, eqijally eminent for his zeal and 
his abilities, but was denied from that time the privi¬ 
lege’'of having an ambassador at the English court. 
The Spanish ambassador, whom the power and dignity 
of the prince he represented, exempted from such in¬ 
sults as Ross had suffered, was commanded to leave 
England.** As there was now the clearest evidence 
that Mary, from resentment of the wrongs she had suf¬ 
fered, and impatience of the captivity in which she was 
held, would not scruple to engage in the most ho'stile 
and desperate enterprises against the established go¬ 
vernment and religion, she began to be regarded as a 
public enemy, and was kept under a stricter guard than 
formerly; the number of her domestics was abridged, 
and no person permitted to see her, but in presence of 
her keepers.” 


Sells’* Elizabeth, foreseeing the 

opniiy storm which was gathering on the continent 
kingdom, began to wish that tran- 
quillity were restored in Scotland; and irritated 
by Mary’s late attempt against her government, she de¬ 
termined to act without disguise or ambiguity, in favour 
of the king’s party. This resolution she intimated to 


0 . 1 , 83 . *he leaders of both factions. Maiy, she told 
them, had held such a criminal correspondence 
wiili her avowed miemies, and had excited such dan¬ 


gerous conspiracies both against her crown and her 
life, that she would;]h*^nceforth consider her as unworthy 
of protection, and would never consent to restore her 
to liberty, far less to replace her on her throne. She 
exhorted them, therefore, to unite in acknowledging 
the king s authority. She promised to procure, by her 

* Pigjfcs, Ids. « Sujp,, Ann. iL 50. 
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mediation, equitable terms for those who had hitherto 
opposed it. But if they still continued refradtory, she 
threatened to employ her utmost pbwer to compel them 
to submit.*^ Though this declaration, did nOt produce 
an immediate effect; though hostilities continued in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh; though Huntly’s bro¬ 
ther, Sir Adam Gordon, by his bravery and good con^ 
duct, had routed the king’s adherents in the north in 
many encounters; yet, such an explicit discovery of 
Elizabeth's sentiments contributed not a little to animate 
one party, and to depress the spirit and hopes of the 
other.* 

As Morton, who commanded the regent’s 
irc»tiiiti« forces, lay at Leith, and Kirkaldy still held out 
between the town and castle of Edinburgh, scarce a day 
passed without a skirmish*; and while both 
avoided any decisive action, they harassed each other 
by attacking small parties, beating up quarters, and in¬ 
tercepting convoys. These operations, though little 
memorable in themselves, kept the passions of both fac¬ 
tions in perpetual exercise and agitation, and wrought 
them up, at last, to a degree of ftiry, which rendered 
them regardless, not only of the laws of war, but of the 
principles of humanity. Nor was it in the field alone, 
and during the heat of combat, that this implacable rage 
appeared; both parties hanged the prisoners which they 
took, of whatever rank or quality, without mercy, and 
without trial. Great numbers suffered in this shocking 
manner; the unhappy victims were led, by fifties at a 
time, to execution; and it was not till bofo sides had 
smarted severely, that they discontinued this barbarous 
practice, so reproachful to the character of the nation.^ 
Meanwhile, those in the town and.caftde^ ffiougb they 
had received a supply of money from the duke of Alva,* 
began to suffer for want of pro viskms. As Morton had 

i See Append. No. XXXVII. I Cald. H. SS9. 294. Strype. iir 76. 

» Cn«r. Mem. Sia SSO. • C«ld. il. S4.'). 



M SCOTLAND. fJm 

deirtM^edldl theini& in^e neighboiAood of the city, 
itnH hiid'planted nnall gairkons in all'the houseaicif 
•Izedgth 'BfCHititd it, aeaicity dailjr locreased. At Jast 
^ the onseries of famine nrerefelt^ and they must hai» 
been soon redneed to sock-extremities, as would hare 
forced themtoeapkalate, ifcihe Engksh and French 
ambassadors had not fn’(maied:a snspenaion'of hostili¬ 
ties between the two partaes? ‘ 

Though the negotifdion for, a marriage be-, 
^13 tween Elizabeth Jtmd the duke of Anjou had 
been fruitless, both Charles and sbe were dtoir- 
ous of concluding a defensive alliance between 
the two crowns. He oonsidered such a treaty not only 
as the best device for blinding the Protestants, against 
whom the conspiracy was now almost ripe for execu¬ 
tion; but as a good precaution, likewise, against the 
dangerous consequences to which that atrocious mea¬ 
sure might expose him. Elizabeth; who bad hitherto 
reigned without a single ally, now saw her kingdom 
so threatened with intestine commotions, or exposed to 
invasions fromabroad, thatshe wasaxtremely solicitous 
to 8e<mre the assistance of so powerful a nmghbour. 
The difficulties arising fro|a the situation of the Scottish 
queen were the chief occasions of any delay. Charles 
demanded some terms of advantage for Mary and her 
party. Elizabeth refused to listen to any proposition 
of that kind. - Her obstinacy overcame the faint eiforts 
of the French monarch. Mary'smune was BotfiO;mucb 
as mentioned in the^teeatyr; and with regard to Scottish 
affiurs, a dunt article was ipserted, in general and am- 
11 bignous 'tenns,.to tU^ purpme.: That the par- 
* ties contracting shall make no innovations in 
Scotland, nor suffer any stranger to enter, and to fo¬ 
ment the^&ctions there ; Ibufit shall be iawfial fmr'^lhe' 
queen (^England to clmstise,.lgr.: force of anna, those 
.Scqt^who siudl continneJo, hmliour .the Engliak rebels 
kC>M.iwS«a 
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now is Scoiiaxid.’'^i In conseqtieiiee of llus 
France and . &igland affect to net in concert wi& 
reg^ to Scotland, and Le C^c and Sir Wilitam Dnuy 
appeared diere, in ^ die name of tbeir re^^ectiTe «om« 
rei^s. By tkeir mediation, a trace for two months 
was agreed upon,and during that time conferences were 
to lie held between the leaders of the op{K»ite factions, 
in order to accommodate their diderenoes and restore 
peace to the kingdom. This truce adorded a seasonable 
interval of tranquillity to the queen’s adherents in the 
south; but in the north it proved fatal to her interent 
Sir Adam Gordon had still maintained his reputation 
and superiori^ there. Several parties, under diffiareat 
officers, were sent against him. Some of them he at* 
tacked in the field ; againrt others he emjdoyed stra¬ 
tagem ; and as his courage and conduct were equal, 
none of his enterprises &iled of success. He made war 
too with the hmnauity which became so gallant a man, 
and gained ground by that, no less than by tlie terror 
of his arms. If he had not been obliged by the truce 
to suspend his operations, he would in all probability 
have brought that part of the kingdom to submit en¬ 
tirely to the queen’s authority.® 

Proceed- Notwithstanding Gordon’s bravery and suo- 
ccss, Mary’s interest was on the dedine, not 
Miunit only in her own kingdom, but among tlie Eng- 
lish. Nothing could be more offensive to that 
nation, jealous of foreigners, and terrified at the pospeet 
of the Spanish yoke, than her negotiations with the duke 
of Alva. The parliament, which met in May, proceed^ 
aguinst her as the most dangerous'enemy fxf the king¬ 
dom; and, after a solemn conierenoe.h«feweep4he lords 
and commons, both houses i^peed mhninga^ m A biB. 
to declare her guilty of high-tresisoD, end depsive 
her of aU vight of succession to themntwn. Thisgmit 
caute, as it vMlstbea celled, occnfded tiiem durin^ jbe 

■ Dioei, 170. l»l. Camden, 444 
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wbole ribssion, (arried bn with ijahch unani- 

mify. ^BliMtheth; tholigh she applauded their zeal, and 
approved grealiy of &e’ hpurs^ they were taldng, was 
satisfied with shewing l^hry what shte might Mpect 
from theTesentmeht of the'ttation; but as she did npt 
yet thmk it time to prbceed to' the most violent extre¬ 
mity against her, she prorogued the parliament." 

Tbe French These severe procecdings of the English par- 
r'creiu^ liament were not more mortifying to Mary, 
” than the coldness and neglect of her allies the 
French. The duke of Montmorency, indeed, who 
came over to ratify the league with Elizabeth, made a 
show of interesting himself in favour of the Scottish 
queen; but, instead of soliciting for her liberty, or her 
restoration to her throne, all that he demanded was a 
slight mitigation of the rigour of her imprisonment. 
Even this small request he urged with so little warmth 
or importunity, that no regard was paid to it." 

The mils- alliance with France afforded Elizabeth 

sacrc of much satisfaction, and she expected from it a 
*'“■ great increase of security. She now turned her 
whole attention towards Scotland, where the animosi¬ 
ties of the two factions were still so high, and so many 
interfering interests to be adjusted, that'a general pa¬ 
cification seemed to be at a great distance. But while 
she laboured to bring them to some agreement, an 
event happened which filled a great part of Europe 
with astonishment and %vith horror. This was«the mas¬ 
sacre at Paris; an attenq>t, to which there is no paral¬ 
lel in the history of mankind, either for the long train 
of craft and dissimulation with which it was contrived, 
or for the cruelty and barbarity with which it was car¬ 
ried into execution. By the most solemn promises of 
safety and of favour, the leadens of the Protestants fSere 
drawn to court; and though doomed to desti^ction, 
thg^were received with caresses, loaded with honours, 

" Joura. 206 , &c. » jebb, ii. 512 . 
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and treated^, for seven months^ every fK^iUe 
mark of familiari^ md of confidence. In i^e' 
Aog. 84. security, ,iihe warrant for’their 

destiuctioQ was issued by tlieir sovereign, on,whose 
word they, had relied ; and, in obedience to it, their 
countrymen, their f^low-citizens, and componioi^, im¬ 
brued their hands in their blopd. Ten thousand Pro¬ 
testants, without distinction of age, or sex, or condi¬ 
tion, were murdered in Paris alone. The same bar¬ 
barous orders were sent to. other parts of the kingdom, 
and fL like carnage ensued. This deed, which no Pp- 
pish writer, in the present age, mentions without de¬ 
testation, was at that time applauded in Spain; and at 
Rome solemn tlianksgivings were offered to God for its 
success.. But among the Protestants, it excited incre¬ 
dible horror; a striking picture of which is drawn by 
the French ambassador at the court of England, in his 
account of his first audience after the massacre. “ A 
gloomy sorrow,” says he, “ sat on every face; silence, 
as in the dead of night, reigned through all the cham¬ 
bers of tlie royal apartment; the ladies and courtiers 
were ranged on each side, all clad in deep moiming, 
and, as I passed through them, not one beifbwcd 
on me a civil look, or made the least return to ray 
salutes.”’’ 


DHrimen- hoiTor was not the only passion with 

r*'onte*' '''^ich this event inspired the Protestants; it 
rest. filled them with fear. They considered it as 
the prelude to some greater blow, and believed, not 
without much probability, that all the Popish princes 
had conspired the destruction of their sect. Thia opi¬ 
nion was of.no small disservice to Maty’s affairs in 
Scodand. Many of her adherents were Pipfestants; 
and, though they wished her restoration, we^ not will¬ 
ing, on that account, to sacrifice faith whi<^ they 
professed. They dreaded her attachment to a region 

P Cirte, Ui. 588. 
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whicll^oiv;edi(illm»taii98 to \Mteto ablittiBii 

eBg;a|;£^n(teiits„ piitotopted ihem to ipdhpekatontlie 
moat b&rbarQtis orim^. ^ b£lhe 

Protosftaqta'seemed to themvUiie bgl^ amid 

uphold the Retonuiatioit^'^^ mm 

formed to orertum it Nor ^uld the pregtait esta^* 
blishment of religion be long) maanhuued ip Britmn, 
but by a strict union with Elizabeth, and by theeon* 
currence of both nations, in espousing thd^ defence of 
it as a common cause.’ ,■ *, . '' 

Encouraged by this .general disposition to (dace con- 
fidmice in her, il^izabeth resumed a. scheme, which she 
had formed during the regency of the earl of Murray, 
of sending Mary as a prisoner, into Scotland. But her 
sentiments and situation were now very different from 
what they had been dorii^ her negotiation with Mur¬ 
ray. Her animosity against the queen of Scots was 
greatly augmented by recent experience, which tajigbt 
her that she had inclination as well as power, not only 
to disturb the tranquillity of her reign, but to wrest 
from her the crown; the party in Gotland favourable 
to Mary was almost entirely broken; and there was no 
reason to dread any danger from France, which still 
continued to court her friendship. She aimed, accord¬ 
ingly, at something very different from that which she 
had in view three years: before. Then she discovered 
«laudable aolkitude, not only for the safe^ of Mary’s 
life, but for securing to her izeatment suited to her nmk. 
Now she required, as an express conditidn, ffiat inuDe^ 
diately aRer Maty’s aixivai in Scotland, slm should be 
brought to publiq trial; and, having no doubt that gaiH 
tence would 1%B passed according to . her des^, she 
insisted that, for the good of both kiiigdom 8 ,'it,ah 0 uld 
be executed without delay.' No tran|tectioiiyperlBqM, 
w Elizabeth’s Kign, nteitteanore setmeetceiisure. Eager 
to cut short the days of i livaS, thedlyeet both of her 

'Digge5,S*4.*67.' , , ,,v 



tsm] w&oaH'Vi/ 9» 

hotoM' ^iadr il» fob ltttd(nii!il(|t 

blaintf to «Hbkh sacii <i» tie^' of fV^sImQO »# 

pose her^sho labouped, witH timid'O^ p frfg r D uotti^ 
tifice, tojtraiiB^ tlie odkmof it 4|9]^'lifi**ett'to-'liary'* 
osm eofajects.,^ The ibif 

noor of his couiiti 7 ,i]i«i ndre vistao tfais^to ifiitsirto 
such an ^orakd^^^ropostd;^ attd Etisabetk'diid not 
ventoroto rdiew it^-<5 ■>•'. • 

Hk While^^ was engaged in pureutng thia ink 
dnraun sidious measure, the regent was nuMre hotiidtif* 
^uT^r- Employed in endeavouring to negotia^ a 
ticfc general peacef'among his codritrymen. As-he 
laboured fbr this purpose with the utmost zeal, and thd 
adverse faction pla<^ entire confidence in his inte* 
grity, his endeavours could hardly have failed of being 
snccessfal. Maitland and K.»fc<Jdy came so near to 
an agreement with him, that scarce any tUng remain* 
ed, except the formality of signing the treaty^ But 
Morton had not forgotten the disappointment he met 
with in his pretensions to the regency; his abilities, 
his wealth, arul the patronage of the court of England, 
gave him greater sway with the party, than ev^n the 
regent himself; and he took pleasure in thwirting 
every measure pursued by him. He was afraid that, 
if Maitland and his associates recovered any share in 
the administration, his own influeuce would be const* 
derably diminuhed'; and the regost, dieiriineanis, 
wookl acquire that ascendauli-which b^onged to his 
station. With him concqtred all those who Were in 
possession of the lands whidi belonged to any of the 
queen’s party. His ambitkm, and dieir avarice,:^ firus^ 
trated the regent’s pious itttentkMUF,; wid vetarded 4 
blessing so n^^ssaly toihh kingdom, sg tbejemsd)}islv> 
m^<tf,peaee4* ■ "''V iJf'H'.-'-.v . 

Hit'Scaiii. ^ discovery of the |ri|firimc!M iutd km- 

■if** ^ bitioB>whidhire^ed aaxu^ bis piuty, made 

• Meb. tas. Cnwf. Men. S9V. ? 
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a deep impression on. the^regent, loved his 4:oun 
try, and wished for^peace ,^h much ardour. This in¬ 
ward grief brdce his and by, degrees brought or. 

a settled melancholy, ended in a distemper, ol 
which he died on the 29th of October.. He was, per¬ 
haps, the onlj^ person in the kingdom who could have 
enjoyed the office of regent without envy, and have 
left it without loss, of reputation. Notwithstanding 
their mutual animosities, both factions acknowledged 
his views to be honourable, and his integrity to be 
uncorrupted.* 

Morton No competitor now appeared against Mor- 
queen of England powerfully sup- 
Nov. *4. po3-ted his claim, and notwithstanding the fears 
of the people, and the jealousy of the nobles, he was 
elected regent; the fourth who, in the space of five 
years, had held that dangerous office. 

As the truce had been prolonged to the 1st of Ja¬ 
nuary, this gave him an opportunity of continuing the 
negotiations with the opposite party, which had been 
set on foot by his predecessor. They produced no ef¬ 
fects, however, till the beginning of the next year. 

Before we proceed to these, some events, hitherto 
untouched, deserve our notice. 

The earl of Northumberland, who had been kept 
prisoner in Lochlevin ever since his flight into Scot¬ 
land, in the yew 1569, was given up to lord Hunsdon, 
governor of Berwick; and being canied to York, suf¬ 
fered there the punishment of his rebellion. The kmg’s 
party were so sensible of their dependence on Eliza¬ 
beth’s protection, that'ftjnras scwcely possible for them 
to refuse patting into her hands a person who had 
taken up, arms agiiiinst her; but, as a sum of money 
was pai^on that acccimt, and shared betwewi Morton 
and Douglas of Lochlevin, the former of whom, during 
his exile in England, had been much indebted to Nor- 

' Cnmf. Mem. Sil. 
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thumberiand’s firienddiip, the abandcming this unhappy 
nobleman, in aoch a ra^ner, to certain destruction, 
was universally condemned as a most ungrateful end 
mercenary action." 

AAin of This year was remarkable for a considerable 
thecbuieii. innovation in the government of die church. 
Soon after the Reformation, the Popish bishops had 
been confirmed bylaw in possession of part of their 
benefices ; but the spiritual jurisdiction, which belonged 
to their order, was exercised by superintendents, though 
with more moderate authority. On the death of the 
archbishop of St. Andrew’s, Morton obtained from the 
crown a grant of the temporalities of that see. But as 
it was thought indecent for a layman to hold a benefice 
to which the cure of souls was annexed, he procured 
Douglas, rector of the university of St. Andreifr’s, to be 
chosen archbishop; and, allotting him a small pension, 
out of the revenues of the see, retained4}ie remainder in 
his own hands. The nobles, who saw the advantages 
which they might reap from such a practice, supported 
him in the execution of his plan. It gave great (^ence, 
however, to the clergy, who, instead of perpetuating an 
order whose name and power were odious to them, 
wished that the revenues which had belonged to it 
might be employed in supplying such parishes as were 
still unprovided with settled pastors. But; on the one 
hand, it would have been, rash in the clergy to have 
irritated too much noblemen, on whom the very exist¬ 
ence of the Protestant church in Scotland depended ; 
and Morton, on the other, conducted his scheme with 
such dexterity, and managed. Bieth with so much art, 
that it was at last agreed, in a convention composed of 
the leading men among the clergy, together with'a 
committee of privy-council, That the nan^^and office 
of archbishop and bishop should |>e continued daring 
the king’s minori^, and these dignities be conferred 

‘ 0 Cttwf. Mem. i5- Stt- Camd. 445. 
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but Aat, with regard to th# spiritual ji^isdicA^ 
they should be subject to the getieirai> Msemlily 
church.” The rulfes to be obseryeA in their electitoi, 
and .the persops who were 'to S]up{^'^ the place, and 
enjoy the privileges which belonged to th^^ dean and 
chapter in times of Popery, were likewise particularly 
specified.* The whole beir^ laid; before the general 
assembly, after some exceptions: to the name of arch¬ 


bishop, dean, chapter, &c. and aproteistationthat it should 
be considered only as a temporary constitution, until 
one more perfect could be introduced, it obtained the 
approbation of that court.^ - Even Knox, who was pre¬ 
vented from attending the assembly by the ill state of 
his health, though he declaimed loudly against the 
simoniacal paction to which Douglas owed his prefer¬ 


ment, and blamed the nomination of a person worn out 
with age and infirmities, to an office which required 
unimpaired vigour both of body and mind, seems not 
to have condemned the proceedings of the convention ; 
and, in a letter to the assembly, approved of some of 
the regulations with respect to the election of bishops, 
as worthy of being carefully observed.* In consequence 
of the assembly’s consent to the plan agreed upon in 
the convention, Douglas was installed in his office, and 
at the same time an archbishop of Glasgow and a bi¬ 
shop of Bunkeld were chosen from among the Protes¬ 
tant clergy. They were all admitted to the place in 
"parliament which belonged to the ecclesiastical order. 
But in imitation of the example set by Morton, such 
bargains were made with them by different noblemen, 
as gave them possession only of a very small part of 
the revenues which belonged to their sees.* 

NoT.tr. -Soon after the dissolution of this assembly, 
Knox, the prime instrument of spreading and 
orKnoi. establishing the reformed religion in Scotland, 

C.1<1. a. 303. > Id. 354. > Sw App. No. XXXVm. >Spobw.S6J. 
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oiii^ & life;'in y«ur Dl>!ktia ago* 

Z^, mtrepiditf, were viii^ 

he possessed iu anemiBentd^re^ He was actpiainted 
too with the leazuDg <a*ldvated junittog iKvines’in thnt 
age; and excelfed in that species oi eloquence which 
is calcula^ to-rouse and to inflame.* H& maxims, 
however, were often too severe, and the impetuosity of 
his temper excessive. Rigid and uncomplying himself, 
he shewed no indulgence to the infiomties of others. 
Regardless of the distinctions of rank and character, be 
uttered his admonitions with an acrimony and vehe¬ 
mence, more apt to irritate than to reclaim. This often 
betrayed him into indecent and undutiful expressions 
with respect to the queen’s person and conduct. Those 
very qualities, however, which now render his charac¬ 
ter less amiable, fitted him to be the instrument'of Pro¬ 
vidence for advancing the Reformation among a fierce 
people, and enabling him to face dangers, and to sur¬ 
mount opposition, from which a person of a more gen¬ 
tle spirit would have been apt to shrink back. By an 
unwearied application to study and to business, as well 
as by the frequency and fervour of his public discourses, 
he had worn out a constitution naturally robust. During 
a lingering illness he discovered the utmost fortitude; 
and met the approaches of death with a magnanimity 


de^ription •peciu of duquonce lor «bicb Knm wa> diitin- 
Mr. Jaiac, MoMHe, ininidcr uf 
^^U.er. Bot of .B tba bonefiu I ibat je*t [1,S7 1 ], ™, iht coiuio* 
rfthat mo»t nolable paaphei aud apoiUe of oor nation, Mr. JobSi Rnoi, to 8* 
Andrew», who, by the faetion of the queen oecopyii^ the caiUe and town of £dii|. 
burgh, was cumpetled to remotre tlierefra with a number of the brti, and chued to 
come to St. Andrew , I heard him teach there the propUedea of OaiiM that uim- 
mcr and Utc winter foliowing. i had luy pen and little bnike, and took away aio 
thing, M I roiild comprehend. In the apetrin. of bb teat, he was modeiate the 
rT-Si ■ U ^ »n hour; but wIot be ulcred to a|>uftstion, be made me ao to erae 
ptiriin md tremble that I could not bald the pqn W write.—He WI3 verv weak. 
I iewbim eeery dey of Ma doctrine go kulh [af^y] and fait, with a fairing aw. 

*151**** * “*^1?* T'T *“»!>»«• gwd mdHe lUehlrt^leaden 

w f"™" «i» ttbey lo.lbe paririi kirk; 

Hyy"* ItlM ^ bp to Uw pntoitTwIwe he 

h^^d to fun at bn firat eaute; bat e’re he waa daM wTih Ml aa$n, lie waa ao 
yiTO and .igoreua. that be waa bke to Jbtg Ma pafajt bi Wada fbaal the puiuit to 
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—em¬ 
ployed in.acte of d^TOtion,^^cppfo^i^,bimseif w 

good ineli^o.m; deBpondfcgi,%^ exulta¬ 

tion in theiriart momenti.^^ ddrijpf MortoH who 
Tras preseiU: at-his fune^, prohoauced his, ^ogiUru in 
a few words,, the more honhurtble for Kd^x,. as they 
cjune fromone;Whom^e j^4:«i^eenSure& with pecu¬ 
liar se verity ik‘ There lies Hej^i^ho never : feared, the 
face of man.”*,, ' ' 

1573 . Though Morton didi not d^ire peace from 
generdus motives as the fdraaer regent, he 
‘ laboured, however, in good earnest, to establish 
it. The public confusions and calamities, to 
which he owed, his power and importance when he was 
only the.second person-iui^the . nation, were extremely 
detrimental to him now that he was raised to be the 
first. While so many of the nobles continued in arms 
against him, his aiuthority as regent was partial, feeble, 
and precarious; Elizabeth was no less desirous of ex¬ 
tinguishing the dame which she had kindled and kept 
so long alive in Scotland." She. ^had discovered the 
alliance with France, from which she had expected such 
advantages, to be no foundation of Si^rity. Though 
appearances of friendship still subsisted between her 
and that court, and Charles daily renewed his protesta¬ 
tions of inviolable a^erence to the treaty, she was con¬ 
vinced, by a fatal example, how litde she ought to rely 
on the promises or' oaths of that perfidious monarch. 
Her ambassador warned her that the French held secret 
correspondence with Mary’s adherents in Scotland, and 
encouraged them in their obstinacy.' . The duke of 
Alva carried on his in^gues in ^at kingdom with less 
disguise. She was persa^ed that they would embrace 
the firat serene interval, w^^ tbe commotions in France 
and in the Netherlands v^^d albw them, and openly 


' SpoUw. tfi& C»Id. ii.’87S. * Ditgu, *99. < Id. *96. 31*. 
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attanpttolaQi) a bodjrof men in Scotland. Shefesolv^, 
therefore, to footing in the 

i^andt and^fd- fih any as- 

sisj^ice by e^tu^^e tiN> pal*^e8.^'.^;>' 

B» 0 ^ sitifiation <rfMai7’« adhentpts embled the 

j^iTby to cart^ on his hii^otiatiofis them to 

Md^ht gr^t advantagpk' * 'They "were noWidivided«into 
- ' two factions.'fAt the head of the jg«e were Cha- 
telherault hnd Hundy.' Maidand, and'Kirkaldy were 
the leaders of the other. Tkcir high rank, their Exten¬ 
sive property, and the numbers of their followers, ren¬ 
dered the former considerable.The latter were in¬ 
debted for their importance to their personal abilities; 
and to the strength of the caStle of Edinburgh, which 
was in their possession. The regent had no intention 
to comprehend both in thb same treaty; but as lie 
dreaded tliat the queen’s party, if it remained entire, 
would be able to thwart and embarrass his administra¬ 
tion, he resolved to divide and weaken it, by a separate 
negotiation. He made the first overture to Kirkaldy 
and his associates, and endeavoured to renew the ne¬ 
gotiation with them, which, during the life of his pre¬ 
decessor, had been broken dfii'by his own artifices. But 
Kirkaldy knew hlbrton s views, and system of govern¬ 
ment, to be very different from those of/the former 
regent. Maitland considered him as a personal and 
implacable enemy. They receive^ repeated assurances 
of protection from France; and though the siege of 
Rochelle employed the French arms at that time, the 
same hopes, which had so often deceived die party, 
still amused them, and they expected that die obstinacy 
of the Hugonots would soon be subdued, and that 
Charles would then be at liberty to act with vigour in 
Scodaitd. Meanwhile a si^ly of qao4ey was sent, 
and if the casde could be held out till l^itsunday, 
effectual aid was promised* Maitiand’a genius de- 

' Diggo, SI4. 
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lighted in forming schemes that were dangerous; and 
Kirkaldy possessed the intrepidity necessary for put¬ 
ting them in execution. The castle, they knew, was 
so situated, that it might, defy all the regent’s power. 
Elizabeth, they hoped, wouldhot violate the treaty with 
France, by sending forces to his assistance; and if the 
French shculd be able to land any considerable body 
of men, it might be possible to deliver the queen from 
captiviQr, or, at least, to balance the influence of France 
and England in such a manher, as to rescue Scotland 
from the dishonourable dependence upon the latter, 
under which it bad fallen.. This splendid but chime¬ 
rical project they preferred to the friendship of Morton. 
They encouraged the negotiation, however, because it 
served to gain time; they proposed, for the same pur¬ 
pose, that the whole of the queen’s party should be 
comprehended in it, and that Kirkaldy should retain the 
command of the castle six months* after the treaty was 
signed. His interest prompted the regent to reject the 
former ; his penetration discovered the danger of com¬ 
plying with the latter; and all hopes of accommodation 
vanished.*^ 

As soon as the truce expired, Kirkaldy began to fire 
on the city of Edinburgh^ which, by the return of the 
inhabitants whom he had expelled, was devoted as 
zealously as ever to the king s cause. But, as the regent 
had now set on foot a treaty with Chatelherault and 
Huntly, the cessation of arms still continued with them. 
Accepted They were less scrupulous than the other 
he'rauU and party, and listened eagerly to his overtures. 
HunUy. naturally unsteady, and the 

approach of old age increased his irresolution, and 
aversion to action. The .miseries of civil discord had 
afflicted Scotland almost^lfive jeai^, a length of flme far 
b^F^d the duration of toy former contest. Ihe war, 
‘•®te»fid of doing service, had been detrimental to the 

*Alclv. 935, &c. 
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queen; and more ruinous than any foreign invasion 
to the kingdom. In prosecuting-it, neitlier party had 
gained much honour; both had suffered, great losses, 
and had exhausted thqir own estates in wasting those 
of their adversaries. The commons were in the utmost 
misery, and longed ardently for a peace, which might 
terminate fljis fruitless but destroctive qtuu^el. 

ArticiCT of ^ great step was taken toward this desirable 

treaty concluded , at Peirth, be¬ 
tween the regent on one hand, and Chatcl- 
herault and Hunffy on the other, under the mediation 
of Killegrew, Elizabeth's ambassador.' The chief ar¬ 
ticles in it were these :That all the parties comprehend¬ 
ed in the-treaty should declare tlieir approbation of the 
reformed religion now established in the kingdom; 
that they should submit to the king’s government, and 
own Morton’s authority as regent; that they should ac¬ 
knowledge every thing done in opposition to the king, 
since his coronation, to be illegal; that on both sides 
the prisoners who had been taken should be set at li¬ 
berty, and the estates which had been fewfeited should 
be restored to their proper owners ; that the act of at¬ 
tainder passed against tlie queen's adherents should be 
repealed, and indemnity granted for all the crimes of 
which they had been guilty since the Idtii of June, 
1567; and that the treaty should be ratified by the 
common consent of both parties in parliament.*' 
sicfeof Kirkaldy, though abajudoned by bis a.sso- 
ofVSn^ ciates, who neitlier discovered solicitude nor 
made provision for his safety, did'not lose cou¬ 
rage, nor entertain any themghts of accommodation.' 

t Se« Appcndii, Ko. XXXIX. ^ Cimof. SlenkSSl. 

' MelTil, nhuse bralber, Sir Ilabert, «ii9 one of Ihme -who joined with KItkaIdjr in 
the defence of the caiilc. and who wna bimaetf ttronirijr cMnnhed to Uie)r party, 
anerta that Kirkaldy oOeted to accept of any reaaonalm tenna of cempoaition, trat 
Ibal an bit offen were rejected by the rcgeiil. BCehri B40.' Bifl, aa Elieahetb wni, 
at that time, eilremely deaiiona of reatoiing peace in Scotland, and her smbaaaadur 
Kfllegrew, aa well aa the eari of Rothea, naed their Mitioat endeaaonta to perauade 
KiffcaMy to accede to the treaty of Peifh. it. aiseau more rnedibie to impale the 
contiantace of boatilitiea to Kinaidy*! obstinacy, hb datnut of Mortop.or his 
hope ofToieigii ud, Ilian to any other canae. 

That this was really the case, is evident from the ponlirc testimony of Spotaw. 
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Tliough all Scodan4 had now submitted to the king, 
he still resolved to- defend the, castle in ihe queen’s 
name, and to waitthe anivaii ofthe promised succours. 
The r^ent was in want of!.,every thing necessary for 
carrying on a siege.. But Elizabdd»,.whoi detennined 
at any irate to, bring the dissensions, in Scotland to a 
period before the French couM'fihd leisure ..to take part 
in the quarrel, soon .afforded him sufficient supplies. 
Sir William Druiy marched into, ^otiand i^rith fifteen 
hundred foot, and a comiderable train of artillery. The 
regent joined him with, all his, forces; and trenches 
were opened and approaches regularly carried on 
April * 5 . the castle. Kirkaldy, though discdti’- 

raged by the loss of a great sunt of money re- 
mitted to him from France, and which fell into the 
regent’s hands through the treachery of Sir James Bal¬ 
four, the most corrupt man of that age, defended him¬ 
self with bravery augmented by despair. Three-and- 
thirty days he resisted all the e%ts of the Scotch and 
English, who pushed on their'attacks with- courage, 
and with-emulation. Nor did he demand a parley, till 
the fortifications were battered down, and one of the 
wells in the castle dried up, and the other choked with 
rubbish. Even then, his spirit was pnsubdued, and 
he determined rather to fall gloriously behind the last 
intrenchment, th,an to yield to his inveterate enemies. 
But his garrison was not animated with the same heroic 
or desperate resolution, and rising in a mutiny, forced .. 
May * 9 . capitulate. He surrendered himself to 

Drury, who promised, in the name of his mis¬ 
tress, that .he should be favourablj^ treated. Together 
with him, James Kirkaldy his brother, lordHome, Mait¬ 
land, Sir. Robert M^vil, a few citizens of Edinburgh, 

and about one hundred and sis^ soldiers* were made 
prisoners.*' .'f' 


S69,S7a. Ciaid. 44 a Jahoit. 93*. itiimnt 

•gKCt.iB(iieiMin. «idi awin.Mm>,S6a v-nn™™a ■woma 

* Cild. a. 408. Mdr. 940. Ctawf. Mem. 265. 



1573.] BOOK VI. 41 

Several of tbe dficers, ivlio had been kept in pay 
during' the war, prei^led on their men to accompany 
them into the Low Countries, and entering the 
service of the Stal^, added, by their gdhuat beha^bur, 
to the r^putatibni^r militaiy virtiie ^hich .has always 
been the characterise of the Scottish natu^ 

Berieiriof .Thus tiy thc treaty with Chat^hbraalt and 
Hundy, and the Snender of the iCastle, the 
parties, Jq gcQtland wcfe broug]^ ito d period. 

When we re^ew the state of the nation,, and comjiare 
the strength of the two factions, Mary’s partisans among 
the nobles appear, manifestly, to have been superior 
both in numbers and in power. But these ad van-~ 
tages were more than counterbalanced by others, which 
their antagonists enjoyed. Politick abilities, military 
skill,-and all the talents which times of action form, or 
call forth, appeared chiefly'on the king’s side. Nor 
could their enemies boast of any man, who equalled 
the intrepidity of Murray, tempered with wisdom; the 
profound sagacity of Mortob; the subtle genius, and 
insinuating address, of Maitlabd; or the successful va¬ 
lour of Kirkaldy; albof which were, at first, employed 
in laying the foundations of the king s authority. On 
the one side, measures were concerted with prudence, 
and executed with vigour ; on the other, th^ resolu¬ 
tions were rhsh, and their conduct feeble. The people, 
animated with zeal for religion, andprompted by indig¬ 
nation against the queen, warmly Supported the king’s 
cause. ■ The clergy threw the whole weight of their 
popularity into the same scale. By means of these, as 
well as by the powerfifl inte^sitiop of Bugled, 
king’s government was finally'established:^ ‘'Stfary lost 
even that shadow of sovereignty, which, qih&t all her 
sufferings she hid hithmio re^li^ df her 

own subj^ts. . As she was no longer pmmitted to have 
ah'.a mlg Ml^dpr .at..^the court of Engla^ the only mark 
of dignity whi^ shq had; for some time, enjoyed there, 



42 SCOTLAND. [1573. 

she must henceforth be considered as an exile .stripped 
of all the ensigns of royalty; guarded with anxiety in 
the one- kingdom, and totally deserted or forgotten in 
the other. , . 

Kirksidy Kirkaldy and his associates remained in 
Drury’s custody, and were treated by him with 
great humanity, until the queen of England, 
whose prisoners they were, should determine their fate. 
Morton insisted that they should suffer the punishment 
due to their rebellion and obstinacy; and declared 
that, so long as they were allowed to live, he did not 
reckon his own person or authority secure; and Eliza¬ 
beth, without regarding Drury’s honour, or his pro¬ 
mises in her name, gave them up to the regent’s dis¬ 
posal. He first confined them to separate prisons; 
Augusts after,.with Elizabeth’s consent, con¬ 

demned Kirkaldy, and his brother, to be hanged 
at the cross of Edinburgh. Maitland, who did not 
expect to be treated more favourably, prevented the 
ignominy of a public execution by a voluntary death, 
and “ ended his days,” says Melvil, “ after the old Ro¬ 
man fashion.”' 

While the regent was wreaking his vengeance on the 
remains of her party in Scotland,, Mary, 'incapable of 
affording them any relief, bewailed their misfortunes in 
the solitude of her prison. At the same time her health 
began to be much impaired by confinement and want 
of exercise. At the entreaty of the French ambassador, 
lord Shrewsbury, her keeper, was permitted to conduct 
her to Buxton-wells, not far from Tuthbury, the place 
of her imprisonment. Cecil, who had lately been 
created baron of Burleigh, and lord high treasurer of 
England, happened to be there at the same time. 
Though no minister ever entered more warmly into the 
views of a sovereign, or gave stronger proofs of his 
fidelity and attachment, than this great man, yet such 

' Mclv. 
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was Elizabeth’s distrust of every person who approached 
the queen of Scots, that her suspicions, in consequence 
of this interview, seem to have extended even to him; 
and while Mary justly reckoned him her most dan¬ 
gerous enemy, he found some difficulty in persuading 
his own mistress that he was not partial to drat un¬ 
happy queen.*” 

The duke of Alva was this year recalled from the 
government of the Netherlands, where his haughty and 
oppressive administration roused a’spirit, in attempting 
to subdue which, Spain exhausted its treasures, ruined 
its armies, and lost its glory. Requesens, who suc¬ 
ceeded him, was of a milder temper, and of a less en¬ 
terprising genius. This event delivered Elizabeth from 
the perpetual disquietude occasioned by Alva’s nego¬ 
tiations with the Scottish queen, and his zeal for her 
interest. 

1 Though Scotland was now settled in profound 
*1^8 evils which accompany civil 
miniitn- war wcrc still felt. The restraints of law, which, 
io times of public confusion, are little regarded 
odious, eygn |,y civilized nations, were totally despised 
by a fierce people, unaccustomed to a regular admi¬ 
nistration of justice. *The disorders in every comer of 
the kingdom were become intolerable; and, under the 
protection of the one or the other faction, crimes of 
every kind were committed with impunity. The regent 
set himself to redress these, and by his industry and 
vigour, order and security were re-established in the 
kingdom. But he lost the reputation due to this im¬ 
portant service, by the avarice which he discovered in 
. performing it; and his own exactions became more 
pernicious to the nation than all the irregularities 
which he restrained.* Spies and informers were every 
where employed; the remembrance of old offences 

was revived; imaginary crimes were iuveirted; petty 

• 
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trespasses were aggravated; and delinquents were 
forced to compound for their lives by the payment of 
exorbitant fines.. At the, same time ^tbe current coin 
vras debased licences were sold for; carrying on pro¬ 
hibited branches of commerce; unusual taxes were im¬ 
posed on commodities; and all the refinements in op¬ 
pression, from which nations so imperfectly polished 
as the Scots are usually exempted, were put in practice. 
None of these were complained' of more loudly, or with 
greater reason, tiban his injustice towards the church. 
The thirds of benefices, out of which the clergy received 
their subsistence, had always been slowly and irregu¬ 
larly paid to collectors, appointed. by the general as¬ 
sembly ; and during the civil wars, no payment could 
be obtained in several parts of the kingdom. Under 
colour of redressing this grievance, and upon a promise 
of assigning every minister a stipend within his own 
parish, the regent extorted from the church the thirds 
to which they had right by law. But the clergy, in¬ 
stead > of reaping any advantage from this alteration, 
found ‘Aat payments became more irregular and dila¬ 
tory than ever. ' One minister was commonly bur¬ 
dened with the care of four or five parishes, a pitiful 
salary was allotted him, and dbe regent’s insatiable 
avarice seized on the rest of the fund.’’ 

The death of Charles IX. which happened this year, 
was a new misfortane to the Scottish queen. Henry 
III., who succeeded him, had not the same attachment 
to her person ; and his jealousy of the house of Guise, 
and obsequiousness to die queen-mother, greatly alien¬ 
ated him from her interest. ■ 

> Tlie comiption of the.com.duTJi^MoiVnt’iAdmiDUtntioa.wu very great. Al- 
tboiigb the quantity of eaireat raoney coined out of a pound of bnUion, was gta- 
duaUy increuad by former, ptinbet, tlile standard or fineness suSsred little alteration, 
and the mixture of alloy .was nearly tbe same with wbat is now used. But Morton 
mUed a fourth.' part of alloy with emijr poand ’<rf silret. and adnk, by eon^uence, 
tbe rdne of coin in proprwtion. lntl;eyw lS81, aU the nmney coined by him was 
called in, and appointed to be recoiltM. standard was restored to tbe same 
poitfy as fomOrty. Ruddha. Prof, ttf Andosi Diplom. p. 74. 
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The death of the duke of Chatelherault must 
.Ian. Si. be considered as some loss to Mary. 

As the parliament had frequently declared him next 
heir to the crown, this entitled him to great respect 
among his countrymen, and enabled him, .more &an 
any other person in the kingdom, to counterbalance the 
regent’s power. 

Soon after, at one of the usual interviews between 
the wardens of the Scottish and English marches, a 
scuffle happened, in which the English were worsted; 
a few killed on the spot; and Sir James Forrester, the 
warden, with several gentlemen who attended him, 
taken prisoners. But both Elizabeth and the regent 
were too .sensible of the advantage which resulted from 
the good understanding tliat subsisted between the two 
kingdoms, to allow this slight accident to interrupt it. 
Aiieiiipti The domestic tranquillity of the kingdom was 
in some danger of being disturbed by another 
theepisco- cti'^se. Though the persons raised to the dig- 
1 '“'order, nity of bishops possessed very small revenues, 
and a very moderate degree of power, the clergy, to 
whom the regent and all his measures were become 
extremely odious, began to be jealous of that order. 
Knowing that corruptions steal into the. church gra¬ 
dually, under honourable names and upon decent pre¬ 
tences, they were afraid that, from such small begin¬ 
nings, the, hierarchy might grow in time to be as 
powerful and oppressive as ever. The chief author of 
these suspicions was Mr. Andrew Melvil, a man dis¬ 
tinguished by his uncommon erudition, by the severity 
of his manners, and the intrepidity of bis mind. But, bred 
up in the retirement of a college, he was unacquainted 
with the arts of life; and being more attentive to the 
ends which he pursued, than to the means which be em¬ 
ployed for. promoting &em, he often defeated-laudable 
desigqpby the impetuosity and imprudence wiA which 
he carried them on.: A question was moved by him*in 
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the assembly, “ whetbet the office of bishop, as now 
exercised in the kingdom, were agreeable to the word 
of God?” In the ecclesiastical judicatories, continual 
complaints were made of the bishops for neglect of doty, 
many of which their known remissness too well justified. 
The bishop of Dunkeld, being accused of dilapidating 
bis benefice, was found guilty by the assembly. The 
regent, instead of checking, connived at these disputes 
about ecclesiastical government, as they diverted the 
zeal of the clergy from attending to his daily encroach¬ 
ments on the patrimony of the church.’ 

1.W6. ■ The weight of the regent’s oppressive admi- 
He iwi- iiistration had, hitherto, fallen chiefly on those 

tfttes some , ' *' 

oftiie ui the lower and middle rank; but he began 
nobio. steps as convinced the nobles, 

that their dignity would not long exempt them from feel¬ 
ing the efiects of his power. An accident, which was a 
frequent cause of dissension among the Scottish nobles, 
occasioned a difference between the earls of Argyle and 
Athol. A vassal of the former had made some depre¬ 
dations on the lands of the latter. Athol took arms to 
punish the. offender; Argyle to protect him; and this 
ignoble quarrel they were ready to decide in the field, 
when the regent, by interposing his authority, obliged 
them to disband their forces. Both of them had been 
guilty of irregularities, which, though common, were 
contrary to the letter of the law. Of these the regent 
took advantage, and resolved to found on them a charge 
of treason. This design was revealed to the two earls 
by one of Morton’s retainers. The common danger to 
which they were exposed, compelled them to forget old 
quarrels, and to unite in a dose confederacy for their 
mutual defence. Their junction rendered them for¬ 
midable ; they despised the summons which ffie regent 
gave them to appear before a court of justice ; and he 
was obliged to desist from - asy farther prosecution. 

4 Cald. Aiumblio, 1574, &c. Jobiut. Hiit. IS. 
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Bat'the injury he intended made a deep impression on 
their minds, and drew upon him severe vengeance.' 

Nor \vas he more successful in an attempt wliich he 
made, to load lord Claud Hamilton with the gnilt of 
having formed a conspiracy against his life. Though 
those who were supposed to be his accomplices were 
seized and tortured, no jevidence of any thing criminal 
appeared ; but, on tlie contrary, many circumstances 
discovered his innocence, as well as the regent’s secret 
views in- imputing to him such an odious design.' 

The Scottish nobles, who were almost equal 
They turn iq tlioir monarcbs in power, and treated by them 
towards with much distinction, observed these arbitrary 
die king, proceedings of a regent with the utmost indig> 
nation. The people, who, under a form of government 
extremely simple, had been little accustomed to the 
burden of taxes, complained loudly of the regent's 
rapacity. And all began to turn their eyes towards 
the young king, from whom they expected the redress 
of all their grievances, and the return of a more gentle 
and more equal administration. 

.laiao'u .lames was now in the twelfth year of his 
and'div" ^gc. Thc quccn, soon after his birth, had com- 
pojiiioii. mittod him to the care of thc earl of Mar, and 
during the civil wars ho had resided securely in tlje 
castle of Stirling. Alexander Erskinc, that nobleman's 
brother, had the chief direction of his education. Un¬ 
der him, the famous Buchanan acted as preceptor, 
together with three other masters, the most eminent the 
nation afforded for skill in those sciences which were 
deemed necessary for a prince. As the young king 
shewed an uncommon passion for learning, and made 
great progress in it, the Scots fancied that they al¬ 
ready discovered in him all those virtues which the 
fondness or credulity of subjects usually aiKiribes to 
princes during their minority. But, as James was still 
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far from that age at which‘the law peimitted him to 
assume the reihs of government, tJn^f regent did hot 
sufficiently attend to ffie sentiments of the people, nor 
reflect how naturalljf'these prejudices in his favour 
might encourage the king to anticipate that period.-. He 
not only neglected to secure the friendship of those who 
were about the king’s person,, and who possessed his 
ear, but had even exasperated some of them by personal 
He« SOI- injuries. Their resentment concurred with the 
fhe're-°^ ambition of others, in infusing into the king 
gent I early suspicious of Morton’s power and designs, 
power. ^ reason to fear, 

seldom to love, a regent. Prompted by ambition, and 
by interest, he would endeavour to keep the prince in 
perpetual infancy, at a distance from his subjects, and 
unacquainted with business. A small degree of vigour, 
however, was sufficient to break the yoke. Subjects 
naturally reverence their sovereign, and become impa¬ 
tient of the temporary and delegated jurisdiction of a 
regent. Morton had governed with rigour unknown 
to the ancient monarchs of Scotland. The nation 
groaned under his oppressions, and would welcome 
the /prospect of a milder administration. At present 
the king’s name was hardly mentioned in Scotland, his 
friends were without influence, and his favourites with¬ 
out honour. But one effort would discover Morton’s 
power to be as feeble as it was arbitrary. The same 
attempt would put himself in possession of his just au¬ 
thority, and rescue the nation from intolerable tyranny. 
If he did not regard his own rights as a king, let him 
listen, at least, to the cries of his people.* 

•A plot These suggestions made a .deep impression 
? p'S^ rt..on the young king, who was trained up in an 
"pn*- opinion that he was born to command. ■ His 
approbation of the design, however, was of small con¬ 
sequence, without the concurrence of'th^ noblesj The 

> MeIvU, 9 * 9 . 
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earls of Argyle and Atliol, two of the most powerful of 
that body, werei«nimmed with implacable resentment 
against the regent. To them the cabal in Stirling-castle 
communicated the plot which was on foot; and they 
entering warmly into it, Alexander Erskine, who, since 
the death of his brother, and during the minority of 
his nephew, had the command of,tIiat fort, and the 
custody of the king s person, admitted them secretly 
into the king’s presence. They gave him the same 
account of the misery of his subjects, under the regent’s 
arbitrary administration; the^ complained loudly of 
the injustice w'ith which themselves had been treated, 
and besought the king, as the only means for redressing 
the grievances of the nation, to call a council of all the 
nobles. James consented, and letters were issued in 
his name for that purpose; but the two earls took care 
that they should be sent only to such as were known to 
bear no good-will to Morton." 

The number of these was, however, so considerable, 
that on the day appointed, far the greater part of the 
nobles assembled at Stirling; and so highly were they 
incensed against Morton, that although, on receiving 
intelligence of Argyle and Athol’s interview with 
1578. made afcinta.s if he would resign 

March t. j},g rcgcncy, they advised the king, without re¬ 
garding this offer, to deprive him of hi.s office, and to 
take the administration of government into his own 
hands. Lord Glamis the chancellor, and Herries, were 
appointed to signify this resolution to Mo?ton, who 
was at that time in Dalkeith, bis .usual place of resi- 
He resign, dcncc* Nothing could equal the joy with 
Ua office, vhich this unexpected resolution filled the na-‘ 

ud relirct. 

tion, but the surprise occasioned by the seem¬ 
ing alacrity with which the regent d^ended from so 
high a station. He neither wanted isgacity to ibresee 
the danger mingDing, nor inclination to keep pos.ses- 

» Spotaw. *78. 

E 


VOt. II. 



50 SCOTLAND. [1678. 

sion of an office, for the expiration of which the law 
had fixed so distant a term. But all the sources 
whence the faction of which he was head derived their 
strength, had either failed, or now supplied his adver¬ 
saries with the means pf humbling him. The com¬ 
mons, the city of Eidinburgh, the clergy, were all totally 
alienated from him, by his multiplied oppressions. Eli¬ 
zabeth, having lately bound herself by treaty, to send 
a considerable body of troops to the assistance of the 
inhabitants of the Netherlands, who were struggling for 
liberty, had little leisure to attend to the affairs of Scot¬ 
land ; and as she had nothing to dread from France, 
in whose councils the princes of Lorrain had not at that 
time much influence, she was.not displeased, perhaps, 
at the birth of new factions in the kingdom. Even 
those nobles, who had long been joined with Morton 
in faction, or whom he had attached to his person by 
benefits, Glamis, Lindsay, Ruthven, Pitcairn the secre¬ 
tary, Murray of Tullibardin, comptroller, all deserted 
his falling fortunes, and appeared in the council at 
Stirling. So many concurring circumstances convinced 
Morton of his own weakness, and determined him to 
givh way td a torrent, which was too impetuous to be 
resisted. He attended the chancellor and Her- 
Marcii 12. ^ Edinburgh; was present when the king’s 

acceptance of the government was proclaimed; and, 
in the presence of the people, surrendered to the king- 
all tiie authority to which he had any claim in virtue 
of his odice. This ceremony was accompanied with 
such excessive joy and acclamations of the multitude, 
as added, no doubt, to the anguish which an ambitious 
spirit must feel, when compelled to renounce supreme 
power; and convinced Morton how entirely he had 
lost the affections of his countrymen. He obtained, 
however, from the king an act containing the appro¬ 
bation of every thing done by him in the exercise of his 
office, and a pardon, in the most ample form that his 
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fear or caution could devise, of ail past offences, crimes, 
and treasons. The nobles, who adhered to the king, 
bound themselves under a gr^t penalty, to procure the 
ratification of this act in the first paiiiamont.* 

Continues A council of twelve peers was appointed to 
assist the king in the administration of afiairs. 
'(•“"ndverso Mo^on, dcsertcd by his own party, and tmable 
portjr- to struggle with the Action which governed 
ab.solutcly at court, retired to one of his seats, and 
seemed to enjoy the tranquillity, and to. be occupied 
only in the amusements, of a country life. His mind, 
however, M'as deeply disquieted with all the uneasy 
reflections which accompany disappointed ambition, 
and intent on schemes for recovering his former gran¬ 
deur. Even in this retreat, which people called the 
Lion's Den, his wealth and abilities rendered him formi¬ 
dable ; and the new counsellors were so imprudent as 
to rouse him, by the precipitancy with which they 
hastened to strip him of all the remainif of power. 
They required him to surrender the casde of Edinburgh, 
which was still in his pos8e.<«ion. He refused at first 
to do so, and began to prepare for its defence; but the 
citi/cn.s of Edinburgh having taken arms, and repulsed 
part of the garrison, which was sent out to guard a 
convoy of provisions, he was obliged to give up that 
important fortress without resistance. Tiiis encouraged 
his adversaries to call a parliament to meet at Edin-' 
burgh, and to multiply their demands upon him, in such 
a manner, as convinced him that nothing less than his 
utter ruin would satisfy their inveterate hatred. 

Their power and popularity, however, began already 
to decline. The chancellor, the ablest and most mo¬ 
derate man in the party, having been killed at Stirling, 
in an accidental rencounter between his followers and 
those of the earl of Crawford; Atiiol, who was ap¬ 
pointed his successor in that high office,* tl^c carls of 

• Sponw. *78. Cn«f. Mem. *89. CeU. ii. 5**. 
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Eglinton^ Caithness,. and lord Og^lvie, all the prime 
favourites at court, tvere either avowed Papists, or sus¬ 
pected df leaning to the opinions of that'^ect.. In an 
age when the return of Popery wa§ w inuch and so 
justly dreaded, this gave universal alarm. As Mn^on 
had always treated the Papists with rigour, this unsea¬ 
sonable favour to peusbns of that religion made all 
zealous Protestants remember that circumstance in his 
administration with ^eat praise.^ 

■Rcnmes ' ^^^00, to whom none of these particulars 
Ilk foimr were unknown, thought this the proper-juncture 
authoniy. getting to work the instruments which he had 
been preparing. Having gained the confidence of the 
esirl of Mar, and of the countess his mother, he insinu¬ 
ated to them, that Alexander Erskine had formed a plot 
to deprive his nephew of the government of Stirling- 
castle, and the custody of the king’s person; and easily 
induced an ambitious woman, and a youth of twenty, 
to employ force to prevent this supposed injury. The 
April 26 repairing suddenly to Stirling, and being 

admitted as usual into the castle with his at¬ 
tendants, seized the gates early in the morning, and 
turned out his uncle, who dreaded ho danger from his 
hands. The soldiers of the garrison submitted to him 
as their governor; and, with little danger and no effusion 
of blood, he became master both of the king’s person, 
and of the fortress.* 

An event so unexpected occasioned great constema- 
tfbn. Though Morton’s hand did not appear in the exe¬ 
cution, he was universally believed to be the author of 
the-nttempt. TLe new counsellors saw it to be neces¬ 
sary, for their own. safety,, to change their measures, 
and, instead of pursuing him with such implacable re¬ 
sentment, to enter into.terms (^ accommodation with an 
adversmy, still so capable of creating them trouble. 
Four werfe named, on each side, to adjust their differ- 

1 Spettw. 283. * c»ld. li. 535. 
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encea. They met not &t fr<m Dalkeith; and when 
they had brought matters near a conclusion, Morton, 
who was too imgacious not to improve the advantage 
which their security and their attention to the treaty 
aflforded him, set out in the night>time for Stirling, and 
having gained Murray of Tullibardin, Mar’s 
uncle, was admitted by him into the casde; and 
managing matters there with bis usual dexterity, he soon 
had more entirely the command of the fort, than the earl 
himself. He was likewise admitted to a seat in the privy* 
council, and acquired as comjdete an ascendant in it.* 
As the time appointed for the meeting of parliament 
at Edinburgh now approached, this gave him some 
anxiety. He was afraid of conducting the young king 
to a city whose inhabitants were so much at the devo¬ 
tion of tlie adverse faction. He was no*less unwilliog 
to leave James behind at Stirling. In order to avoid 
this dilemma, he issued a proclamation in the king's 
name, changing the place of meeting from Edinburgh 
to Stirling-castle. This Athol and his party represented 
as a step altogether unconstitutional. The king, said 
they, is Morton’s prisoner; the pretended counsellors 
are his slaves; a parliament, to which all the nobles 
may repair without fear, and where they may deliberate 
with freedom, is absolutely necessary' for settling the 
nation, after disorders of such long continuance. But 
in an assembly, called contrary to all form, held within 
the walls of a garrison, and overawed by armed men, 
what safety could members expect ? what liberty could 
prevail in debate ? or what benefit result to the public ? 
Jut 85 parliament met, however, on the.day ap- 
' pointed, and, notwithstanding the protestation 
of the earl of Montrose and lord*Lin^ay, in the name 
of their party, proceeded to business. The king’s ac¬ 
ceptance of the government was confirmed; the act 
granted to Morton, for his security, ratified; some rc- 
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gulations with Regard \6 the numbers tmd authority of 
the priVy-council,‘were agreed upon; and a pension for 
life granted to the countess of Mar, wh(J%ad been so 
instrumental in bringing about the late revolution.’’ 
Artyie Meanwhile Argyle, Athol, and their follow-: 

arms, upon the specious pretence of 
AgRinsthiDi. rescuing the king from captivity, and the king¬ 
dom from oppression. James himself, impatietit of the 
servitude in which be was held, by a man whom he had 
long been taught to hate, secretly encouraged their en¬ 
terprise ; ■ though, at the same time, he was obliged not 
only to disavow them in public, but to levy forces against 
them, and even to declare, by proclamation, that he was 

perfectly free from any constraint, either upon 
Augu»tll. f . •' ,. * r, 1 , 

his person or his will. Doth sides quickly took 
the field. Argyle and Athol were at the head of seven 
thousand men ; the earl of Angus, Morton’s nephew, met 
them with an army five thousand strong; neither party, 
however, was eager to engage, Morton distrusted the 
fidelity of his own troops. The two earls were sensi¬ 
ble that a single victory, however complete, would not 
be decisive; and as they were in nO condition to under¬ 
take the siege of* Stirling-castle, where the .king was 
kept, their strength would soon be exhausted, while 
Morton’s own wealth, and the patronage of the queen 
of England, might furnish him with endless resources. 
Eiiw^ih By the mediation of Bowes, whom Elizabeth 
had sent into Scotland to negotiate an accom- 
modation between the two factions, a treaty was 
siem, concluded, in consequence of which, Ai^le 
and Athol were admitted into the king’s presence; some 
of their party were added to tl» privy-council; and a 
convention of nobles •called, in ordw to bring all re¬ 
maining differences to an amicable issue.^ 

As soon as James assnmed thft government into his 
own hdnds, he dispatched.the alibbt of Dunfermline to 


I* Cald. ii. sir. Psrl. 5. Jm. 6. 
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inform Elizabeth of that event; to offer to renew the 
alliance between the two kingdonis; and to demand 
possession of the estate which had lately Mien to him 
by the death pf his grandmother the countess of Lennox. 
That lady's second son had left one daughter, Arabella 
Stewart, who was bom in England. And as the chief 
objection against the pretensions of the Scottish line to 
the crown of England, was that maxim of English law, 
which excludes aliens from any right of inheritance 
within the kingdom, Elizabeth, by granting this de¬ 
mand, would have established a precedent in’James's 
favour, that might have been deemed decisive with re¬ 
gard to a point which it had been her constant care to 
keep undecided. Without suffering this delicate ques¬ 
tion to be tried, or allowing any new light to be thrown 
on that which she considered as the great mystery of 
her reign, she commanded lord Burleigh, master of the 
wards, to sequester the rents of the estate; and by this 
method of proceeding, gave the Scottish king early 
warning how necessary it w*ild be to court her favour, 
if ever he hoped for success in claims of greater im¬ 
portance, but equally liable to be controverted.** 

After many delays, and with much difficulty, 
tlie contending nobles were at last brought to 
some agreement. But it was followed by a tragical 
event. Morton, in token of reconcilement, having in¬ 
vited the leaders of the opposite parfy to a great entcr- 
Aprii 24. hiinraent, Athol the chancellor was soon after 
taken ill, and died within a few days. jQhe 
symptoms and violence of the disease gave rise to strong 
suspicions of his being poisoned ; and though the phy¬ 
sicians, who opened his body, differed in opinion as to 
the cause of the distemper, the chancellor’s relations 
publicly accused Morton of that odionji crime. The 
advantage which visibly accrued to l)im by the removal 
of a man of great abilities, averse from all Itis mea- 

4 
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sures, was -ideemed a siaffident proof of his guilt by the 
people, who -are ^r' fond of imputing the death of 
emioent persons to extraordinary causes^' 

The office of chancellor was bestowed upon Argyle, 
whom this preferment reconciled, in a great measure, 
Morton’i to Morton’s administration. He had now reco- 
cetSin^ v^d all the authority which he possessed dur- 
his regency, and had entirely broken, or 
HbiuiUuo. baffled, the power and cabals of his enemies. 
None of tlie great. faiiiilies remained to be the objects 
of his jealousy or to obstruct hil'designs, but that of 
Hamilton. The earl of Arran, the eldest brother, had 
never recovered the shock which he received from the 
ill success of his passion for the queen, and had now 
• altogether lost his reason. Lord John, the second bro¬ 
ther, was in possession of the family estate. Lord Claud 
was commendator of Paisley ; both%f them young • 
men, ambitious and enterprising. Morton dreaded their 
influence in the kingdom ; the courtiers hoped to share 
their spoils among them ; and as all princes naturally 
view their successors with jealousy and hatred, it was 
easy to infuse these passions into the mind of the young 
king. A pretence was at hand to justify the most vio¬ 
lent proceedings. The pardonj;i?tipulated in the treaty 
of Perth, did not extend to such as were accessary to 
“ the murder of the regents Murray or Lennox. Lord 
John and his brother were suspected of being the au¬ 
thors of both these crimes, and had been included in a 
general act of attainder on that account. Without sum¬ 
moning them to trial, or examining a single witnes^to 
prove t^e chqjpge, this attainder was now thought suffi¬ 
cient to subject^em to all the penalties which they 
would have incurred by being forinally convicted. The 
earls of Mortpn, Mar, and Eglinton, together with the 
lords Ruthyep, Boyd, and Cathcait, received a com¬ 
mission' to seirq their estates.- On a few 

SpoUw. 906. 
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hours’waCming, a considerable bod|rof trdops was ready, 
and inarched towards Hamilton in hostile array. Hap¬ 
pily the two l^lothers made their escape,*thottgh with 
great difficulty. But their lands were confiscated ; the 
castles of Hamilton and Draiikn besieged ; tligse who 
defended them punished. The earl of Arran, though 
incapable, irom his situation, of committing ani^ crime, 
was, involved, by a shameful abuse of law, in the com¬ 
mon ruin of his family ; and as if he, too, could have 
been guilty of rebellion, he was confined a close pri¬ 
soner. These proceraings, so contrary to the funda¬ 
mental principles of justice, were all ratified in the 
subsequent parliament.^ 

About this time Mary sent, by Nau^ her secretary, 
a letter to her son, together with some jewels of value, 
and a vest embroidered with her own bands. But, as 
.she gave him onl^ the title of prince of Scotland, the 
messengter was dismissed without being admitted into 
his presence.* 

Though Elizabeth had, at this time, no particular 
reason to fear any attempt of the Popish princes in 
Mary’s favour, she still continued to guard her with 
the same anxious care. The f?cquisition of Portugal, 
on the one hand, and thd defence of the Netherlands, 
on the other, fully employed the councils and arms of 
Spain. France, torn in pieces by intestine commotions, 
and under a weak and capricious prince, despised and 
distrusted by his own subjects, was in no condition to 
Neg<4^ disturb its neighbours. Elizabeth had long 
tions^t amused that court by carrying on a treaty of 
marriage with the duke of Alcn^oo, the king’s 
fnirtte*** ^™ther. But whether, at the s^e of forty-five, 
duko of she really intended to many a prince of twenty; 

whether the pleasure of being flattered and 
courted made herlisten to the addresses of so young a 
lover, whom she allowed to'-visit her at two diflerent 

' CnwL Mein. 311. Sputtw. 306. - • Cnnrf. Mem. 514. 



58 SCOTLAND. [1579. 

times, and treated with the ijaost ^istingui^ing, re¬ 
spect ; or whethef considerations of interest predomi¬ 
nated in thw as well as in every oth|f. transaction of 
her reign, are problems in histoiy which we are hot 
concerned to resolve^ Buring the progress of this ne-_ 
gotiation, which .was drawn out to an extraordinary 
length, Mary could expect no assistance from the 
French court, and seems to bare held Uftle correspond¬ 
ence with it ; and there was no period in her reign, 
wherein Elizabeth enjoyed more perfect security.. 

Two fa- Morton seems at this time to have been 
vourites equally secure: but his security was not so well 

gam an as--* *' tt ii i i * 

Cendant founded. He had weathered out one storm, 
orerJaroes-j^^j crushed his adversaries, and was again in 
possession of the sole direction of aifairs. But as the 
king was now of an age when the character and dispo- 
sitionp of the mind begin to unfold themselves, and to 
become visible, the smallest attention to these might 
have convinced him, that there was reason to expect new 
and more dangerous attacks on his power. James early 
discoveredtliat excessive attachment to favourites,which 
accompanied him through his whole life. This passion, 
which naturally arises from inexperience, and youthful 
warmth of heart, was, at his age, far from being culpa¬ 
ble ; nor could it be well expected that the choice of 
the objects, on whom he placed his affections, should 
be made with, great skill. The most considerable of 
them was Esme Stewart, a native of France, and son 
of a second brother of the earl of Lennox. He was dis¬ 
tinguished by the title of -lord d’Aubigne, an estate in 
France, which descended to him from his ancestors, on 


whom it had conferred, in reward of their valour 
g and services to the French^ crown. He arrived 
in Scotland about this time,' on purpose to de¬ 
mand the estate and title of Lennox,'to which he pre¬ 
tended a legal right. He was, received at first by the 
king w'ith the respect due to so near a relation. The 
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gracefuln^ of his person, the degance of his dress, 
and his courtly behaviour, ma 5 de a great impression on 
James, .who, in his mwe mature years, was little 
able to resist these frivolous charms; and his affection 
flowed with its usual rapidity and profusion. , Within 
a few days after Stewart s appearance at Oour^ he was 
created lord Aberbrothoci, soon after earl, and then 
duke of Lennoxj. governor of Dumbarton-castle, captain 
of the guard, first lord of the bedchamber, and lord 
high chamberlain. At the same time, and without any 
of the envy'^r cmulafion which is usual among candi¬ 
dates for favour, captain James Stewart, the second son 
of lord Ochiltree, grew into great confidence. But, 
notwithstanding this union, Lennox* and captain Stew¬ 
art were persons of very opposite characters. The 
former was naturally gentle, humane, candid; but, un- 
aaquainted with ^e state of the country, and misled 
or misinformed by those whom he trusted ; not un¬ 
worthy to be the companion of the young king in his 
amusements, but utterly disqualified for acting as a 
minister in directing his affairs. The latter was re¬ 
markable for all the vices which render a man formi¬ 
dable to his country, and a pernicious counsellor to hi.s 
prince; nor did he possess any one virtue to counter¬ 
balance these vices, unless dexterity in conducting his 
own designs, and aq enterprising courage, superior to 
the sense of danger, may pass by that name. Unre¬ 


strained by religion, regardless of decency, and undis- 
^ mayed by opposition, he aimed at objects seemingly 
unattainable; but, under a prince void of experience, 
and blind to all the defects of those whoJiad gained 
his favour, his audacity was successfiiitj and honours, 
wealth, and power, were the reward of his crimes. 

'Hie; la- Both the favoutites concurred in employing 
thdr whole address to undermine Morton's cre- 
Mwioa’a dh, which alone obstructed ftieir full pb 8 Hes.sion 
Hutiwrity. Jame.s had been bred up with’ an 
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aversion Jor that .wib^ '.end 


to maintub t^e du&(!fjffl^‘''of a ^t&i 
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rather 

:tbilct with 

, ^ ^ . Jabrton, 

who could itio'” longer feep the iing shut up 
within the walls of Stirlm|:-cast 3 i^, havilig called a par¬ 
liament to meet at Ediiiiburgh, brought him thither. 
James made his entry into the capital with great solem¬ 
nity; the citizens received him with the loudest, accla- 
mations of joy, and with many expensive pageants, 
according to the mode of that age. AAet a'dongperiod 
of thirty-seven years, during which Scotland had been 
subjected to the delegated power of regents, or to the 
feeble govemmenfroT a woman; after having suffered 
all the miseries of civil war, felt the insolence of 
foreign armies, the nation rejoiced to see the sceptre 
once more in the hands of a king. Fond even of that 
shadow of authority, which a prince of fifteen could 
possess, the Scots flattered themselves, that union, 
order, and -tranquillity, would now be restored to the 
kingdom. James opened the parliament with extra¬ 
ordinary pomp, but nothing remarkable passed in it. 

These demonstrations, however, of the peo¬ 
ple’s love and attachment to their sovereign, en¬ 
couraged the favourites to continue their insinuations 
against Morton; and as the king now^^resided in the 
palace of Holyrood»house, to which all his subjects had 
access, the cabal against the earl grew daily stronger, 
and the intrigue, which occasioned his fall, ripened 
gradually. 

Morton Morton began to be sensible of his danger, 
to p“t«" *“*1 endeavoured to put a stop to the career of 
tiwm- Lennox’s preferment, by representing him as a 
fortnidable enemy to, the reformed religion, a secret 
agent in favour of Popery, and a known emissary of 
the house of Guise. ' The clergy, apt to believe every 
Tumour of this kind, spread the alarm among the peo- 
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pie. But; 


master, or -/ . , • • , .'i:'*1,-, 

diyines Whonc^ king uppomted^o kim m, J 

principles reUgion,pii^U 4 y 

L e^ors of Pp^ry, in H.e cknrch «f St. GM^d 
declared Wmself a member pf the cburcb. of Scotland, 
by signing her confessmn of faitl^ This, toough \ 
did not remove all suspicions^nor silence some zemous 
preachers, abated, in a great degree, the force of the 


hvthe annments ofsompiPamed 


accusation.** 

On the other band, a rumour prevailed that Morton 
was preparing to seize the king s person, and to carry 
him into England. Whether despair of maintaining 
his power by any other means, had driven him to make 
any overture of that kind to the English court, or whe¬ 
ther it was a cakmny invented by liis adversaries to 
rend.er him odious, cannot now be determined with 
certainty. As he declared at his deatli that such a 
design-had never entered into-his thoughts, the latter 
seems to be most probable. It aifordeJ a pretence, 
however, for reviving the office of lord-chamberlain, 
which had been for some time disused. That honour 
was conferred on Lennox. Alexander Erskuic, Mor- 
ton’s capital enemy, was his deputy; they had under 
them a band of gentlemen, who were appointed con¬ 
stantly to attend the king, and to guard his person.' 
Eiittbeih Morton was not ignorant of what his enemies 
inteipows intended to insinuate by such unusual prccau- 
h.?"'*’ tions for the king’s safety; and, as his last 
resource, applied, to Elizabeth, whose protection had 
often stood him in stead in his greatest difficulties. In 
consequence of this application, Bowes, her envoy, 
afcused Lennox of practices against flie peace of the 
two kingdoms, and insisted, in her nwne, that he should 
be removed ‘from the privy-coUncil. Such an unpre¬ 
cedented demand was consideredfby the counsellors as 
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an affront to the king, ^croachiiieot Oti the in¬ 

dependence of the hingd^. Ilie^ iiiBBi^d to call in 
question the envoy’s pow^, and^on that|^?^nce 
refusdi him fkr&er a|idience^; £li!ii 9 he‘':i^^rin|f 1 [n dis¬ 
gust, and without tedding leave, Sir Alexander Home 
was salt to expostulate with EU^beth on the sqhject. 
After the treatment which her envoy had received, 
Elizabeth thought it below her dignity to admit Home 
into her presence. Burleigh, to whom he was com¬ 
manded to impart his commission, reproached him 
with his master’s ingratitude towards a benefactress 
who had placed , the crown on his head, and required 
him to advise the king to beware of sacrificing the 
friendship of so necessary an ally to the giddy humours 
of a young man, without experience, and strongly sus¬ 
pected of principles and attachments incompatible with 
the happiness of the Scottish nation, 
jiorton This accusation of Lennox hastened, in all 
Uw^mdCT Morton’s fiJl. The act of indem- 

ofibeiate nity, which he had obtained when he resigned 
the regency, was worded with such scrupulous 
exactness, as almost screened him from any l<^al pro¬ 
secution. The .murder of the late king was the only 
crime which could not, with decency, be inserted in' a 
pardon granted by his son. Here Morton still lay 
open to the penalties of the law; and captain Steward 
who shunned no action, however desperate, if it led to 
power or to &.vour, entered the council-chamber while 
^ the king and nobles were assembled, and falling 
ohhis knees, accused Morton of being accessary, 
or, according to the language of the Scottish law, art 
and party in the conspiracy against the life of his ma^- 
jesty’s father, and offered, under the usual penalties, 
to verify this charge by legal evidence. Morton, who 
was present, beard this.accusation with firmness; and 
replied with a disdahfful smile, proceeding either from 
•contempt of thq inftimous character of his accuser, or 
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from consciousness of'his own innocence, “ that his 
known zeal in punishing those who were suspected of 
that detestable dime, might well exempt himself from 
any suspicion of being aocessaiy to it; nevertlieless,<lie 
would cheerfully submit to a trial, either in that place 
or in any other court; and doubted not but his own 
innocence, and the malice of his enemies, would then 
appear in the clearest light.” Stewart, who was still on 
his knees, began to inquire how he would reconcile 
his bestowing so many honours on Archibald Douglas, 
whom he certainly knew to be one of the murderers, 
with his pretended zeal against that crime. Morton 
was ready to answer. But the king commanded both 
to be removed. The earl was confined, first of all to 
,581. his own house, qnd then committed to the cas- 
jan. 2 . tie of Edinburgh, of which Alexander Erskine 
was governor; and, as if it had not been a sufficient 
indignity to subject him to the power of one of his ene¬ 
mies, he was soon after carried to Dumbarton, of which 
Jan 18 command. A warrant was 

likewise issued for apprehending Archibald 
Douglas; but he, having received timely intelligence 
of the approaching danger, fled into England 

The earl of Angus, who imputed these violent pro¬ 
ceedings, not to hatred against Morton alone, but to 
the ancient enmity between the houses of Stewart and 
of Douglas, and who believed that a conspiracy was 
now formed for the destruction of all who bore that 
name, was ready to take arms in order to rescue his 
kinsman. But Morton absolutely forbade any such at¬ 
tempt, and declared that he would rather suffer ten 
thousand deaths, than bring an imputation upon hiS' 
own character by seeming to decline a trial.* 

Biiubcth’s Elizabeth did not fail to interpose, with 
warmth, -in behalf of a man who had contri- 
him. buted so much to preserve her influence over 

Cnwf, Mem. 3SS. < JohanL ». SpoU. 311. 
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Scotland. The late transactioiis in that^kidgd(xn had 
given her g^at ipeasin^a.^; llie poW(|r'^%hfch Leohox 
ha;^|i^uiied indepeiidK^ of her^ifas dangeto^a^ the 
.treato^t her ambassador^ haii^€^mth<differed^eatly 
from the respect with^which the Sco^w^re ih'use to 
receive her mini£^te;^and the^ attack now made on 
Mort(^'^ fUllj convinced her that there was an intention 
to sow the seeda of discord between the two nations, 
and to seduce James into a new alliance with France, 
or into a marriage with some-Popish princess. Full 
of these apprehensions, she ordered a considerable body 
of troops to be assembled on the borders of Scotland, 
and dispatched Randolph as her ambassador into that 
kingdom. He addressed himself not only to James, 
and to his council, but to a convention of estates, met 
at that time. He began with enumerating the extra¬ 
ordinary benefits which Elizabeth had conferred on the 
Scottish nation: that without demanding a single foot 
of land for herself, without encroaching on the liberties 
of the kingdom in the smallest article, she had, at the 
expense of the blood of her subjects and the treasures 
of her crown, rescued the Scots from the dominion of 
France, established^among them true religion, and put 
them in possession of their ancient rights: that from the 
beginning of civil dissensions in the kingdom, she had 
protected those who espoused the king’s cause, and by 
her assistance alone, tbc crown had been preserved on 
his head, and all the attempts pf the adverse faction 
baffled: that a union, unknown to their ancestors, but 
equally beneficial to both kingdoms, had subsisted for 
a long period of years, and though so many Popish 
princes had combined to disturb this happy state of 
things, her care and her constancy had hitherto de¬ 
feated ail these efforts: that'she Imd observed of late 
an unusual coolness, distrust, and estrangement in the 
Scottish council, which .she could impute to none but 
to Lennox, a subject of France, a retainer to the house 
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of Guiscy^ll^ up in Po|>et^,'an(|#ti}l sus* 

peeted tli&t N<>t totisfied 

wil^liating inQii#e4 ^’fsai'fo -'an miconimoriPiieight 
of pdl^r, which bis-ex^ised.||itb all fhe rajfotes of 
youth, and Itll the ignorance of a stranger; nor thinking 
it et^vfgh to have deprived the earl of Mortoa of thd' 
authority due to his abilities and experience, nc had 
conspired the ruin of that nobleman, who had often 
exposed bis life in the king's cause, who had contri¬ 
buted more than any other subject to place him on the 
throne, to/esist the encroachments of Popery, and to 
preserve the union between tlie two kingdoms. If any 
zeal for religion remained among the nobles in Scot¬ 
land, if they wish^ for the continuance of amity with 
England, if they valued the privil^es of their own order, 
he called upon them, in the name of his mistress, to 
remove such a pernicious counsellor as Lennox from 
the presence of the young king, to rescue Morton out 
of the hands of his avowed .enemy, and secure to him 
the benefit of a fair and impartial trial: and if force 
was necessary towards accomplishing a design so salu¬ 
tary to the king and kingdom, he promised them the 
protection of his misti ess in the enterprise, and what¬ 
ever assistance they should demand, either of men or 
money."' 

But these extraordinary remonstrances, accompanied 
with such an unusual appeal from the king to his sub¬ 
jects, were not the only means en^loyed by Elizabeth 
in favour of Morton, and agaipst Lennox. She per¬ 
suaded the prince of Orange to send an agent into 
Scotland, ^d, under colour of complimenting 
on account of the valour which many of his subjects 
had displayed in the service of the States, to enter into 
a long detail of the restless ent^rorises of the Popish 
princes against the Protestant religion ; to besec^ him 
to adhere inviolably to die allianoe with England, the 
■ Cdd. iii. 6. Sliype, E 6tl.' 
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only bfffrier which fecuTCid^his'kingdom against their 
dan^^ouiB cabals; i^id^ i4l?oye all things, to distrust the 
insu^Stions of those who endeaTOured to weaken or 
"to dissolve that union. bettroen-^C ; British nations, 
which all the Protestants in- Europe beheld with so 
much pleasure.” ' . - 

Janie de James’s coonselloK were too intent upon the 
terminea to destruction of their enemy to listen to these re- 
monstrances. The officious interposition of the 
''™' prince of Orange, the haughty tone of Eliza¬ 
beth’s message, and her avowed attempt to excite sub¬ 
jects to rebel against their sovereign, were considered 
as unexampled insults on the majesty and indepen¬ 
dence of a crowned head. A general and evasive an¬ 
swer was given to Randolph. James prepared to assert 
his own dignity with spirit. All those suspected of 
favouring Morton were turned out of office, some of 
them were required to surrender themselves prisoners; 
the men capable of bearing arras throughout the king¬ 
dom were commanded to be in readiness to take the 
field; and troops were levied and posted on the borders. 
The English ambassador, finding ffiat neither the public 
manifesto which he had delivered to the convention, 
nor his private cabals with the nobles, could excite 
them to arms, fled in the night-time out of Scotland,, 
where libels against him had been daily published, and 
even attempts made upon his life. In both kingdoms 
every thing wore a hostile aspect. But Elizabeth, 
though she wished to have intimidated the Scottish 
king by her preparations, had no inclination to enter 
into a Wat with him, and the troops on the borders, 
which had given such umbrage, were soon dispersed." 

The greater solicitude Elizabeth discovered Tor Mor¬ 
ton’s safety, the more eagerly did his enemies drive 
on their schemes for his destruction. Captaia Stewart, 

■ Cald. iii. 9. See Append. No. XLI. 
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his accuser, was first'i^poiDted liitor io I^^arl of 
Arran, and-SowAafter both, fide wd e^te.of his 
unhtqp|>y ward, .to which he .advance sotne'fidtolous 
claimi were confeited upon hii;a. The hew-ihade pe» 
was command^ to conduct Moiton from Dumbarton 
to Edinburgh; and by that choice the earl -was , not only 
warned what fate he might expect, but had me cruel 
mortification of seeing his deadly enemy already loaded 
with .honours, in reward, of the mdice with which he 
had contributed to his ruin. 

He i> tried rccords of the court of justiciary at this 

and COB- period are lost. The account which our histo- 
' rians give of Morton’s trial is inaccurate and 
unsatisfactory. The proceedings against him seem 
to have been carried on with violence. During the 
trial, great bodies of armed men were drawn up in 
different parts of the city. The jury was composed 
of the earl's known enemies; and though he chal¬ 
lenged several of them, his objections were overruled. 
After a short consultation, his peers found him guilty 
of concealing, and of being art and part in tlm con¬ 
spiracy against the life of the late king. The first part 
of the verdict did not surpri.se him; but he twice re¬ 
peated the w'ords art and part with some vehemence, 
a p H added, “ God knows it is not so.” The doom 
which the law decrees against a traitor was pronounced. 
The king, however, remitted the cruel and ignominious 
part of the sentence, and appointed that he should suf¬ 
fer death next day, by being beheaded.'’ 

During that awful interval, Morton poWMjssed 
Hudeith. composure of mind. He sap)^ 

cheerfully; slept a part of the night in his usual man¬ 
ner, and employed the rest of his time in religimu con¬ 
ferences, and in acts of devotion with soaae mi^tera of 
the city..^The clergymen who attended him, dealt fireely 

PSpoteW.Sl*. JotaASS. Cimwf. Mem. 33*. CbM. iii. 43. Amoft Crimin. 
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with fais coais^eoce^And jmeMed his jqrimes home upon 
him> What.he confessed with fOga*!d .to the .crime for, 
whidi he suffc^, is remarkable, end supplies, in some 
measure, th&iinperfectidn .ofour ret^ds. .Heackobwr. 
ledgedj that ou his return froxA Englaud, after the death 
of Rizio, Bothinrell hud informed him of the conspiracy 
against the king, which the que^n, as he told him, knew 
of and approved; that he solicited him to concur in the 
execution of it, which at that time, he absolutely de¬ 
clined ; that soon after Bothwell himself wd Archibald 
Douglas, in his name, renewing their* solicitations to 
the same purpose, he had required a warrant under the 
queen’s hand, authorizing the attempt, and as th(|t had 
never been produced, he had refused to be any farther 
concerned in the matter. “ But,” continued he, “ as 
I neither consented to this treasonable act, nor assisted 
in the committing of it, so it was impossible for me to 
reveUlf-^or to prevent it To whom .could I make the 
discovery? The queen was the author of the enterprise. 
Darnley was such a changeling, that no secret could be 
safely communicated to him.- Huntly and Bothwell, 
who bore the chief sway in the kingdom, were them¬ 
selves ^e perpetrators of the crime.” These circum¬ 
stances, it must- be confessed, go some length towards 
extenuating Morton’s guilt; and though his apology for 
the favour he had shewn to Archibald Douglas, whom 
he knew to be one of the conspirators, be fer less satis¬ 
factory, BO uneasy redactions seem to have disquieted 
his own mind on that account.'' When his keepers told 
him that the guards were attending, and ail things in 
readiness, “.I praise my God,” said ife, “ I am ready 
likewise.” Ajimui commanded these guards; and ev^n 
in those moments, when the most implacable hsrfred is 
apt to relent; the malice his enemies coiild not for¬ 
bear this insult. On the scaffold, his behaviour was 
calm ; his countenance and voice unaltered; arid, after 

4 Crwif. Itciv, App. iii. 
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some time spent in d^ottonf Qpffmed A«itb 
intr^idity #lifch became the4nme of D^as. His 
was placed on the.|mblic jail of Edinburgbi^and 
his body, a^er lyii^till ranset pn the scflfibld, covered 
widi a beggsiffy cloak, wis carried by common porters 
to the usual burial-place of criminals. None of his 
friends dnr^ accompany it to the grave, or discover 
their gratitude and respect by any symptoms of sorrow.^ 
oaiou. An^, no less profligate in private life, than 
ow^tof audacious in his public conduct, soon after drew 
the attention of his countrymen, by his infamous 
marriage with the countess of March. Before he grew 
into favour at court, he had been often entertained in 
her husband’s house, and, without regarding the laws 
of hospitality or of gratitude, carried on a criminal in¬ 
trigue with the wife of his benefactor, a woman young 
and beautiful, but, according to the description of a 
contemporary historian, “ intolerable in all the imper¬ 
fections incident to her sex.” Impatient of any restraint 
upon their mutual desires, they, with equal ardour, 
wished to avow their union publicly, and to legitimate, 
by a marriage, the ofispring of their unlawful pas.sion. 
The countess petitioned to be divorced from her hus¬ 
band, for a reason which no modest woman will ever 
plead. The judges, overawed by Arran, passed smi- 
lence without delay. This infamous' scene was con- 
l*y ® marriage, solemnised with great 
pomp, and beheld by all ranks of men with the 
utmost horror.* 

Oct. *4 parliament was held this year, at the open¬ 
ing of which some disputes arose between Arnin 
and the new created duke of Lennox. Arran, haugh^ 
by nature, and pushed on by bis wife’s ambition, began 
to aflfect an equality with the diike, under whose pro- 
tection.he had hitherto been contmited to place himself 
After Various tdiempts to fOnn « pmiy in the council 

' Crawf, Mptu. SS4. Sjtottw*. SI4. • Sputow.Sie, 
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against Letinbjc/ lie fotind him’ fixed', so firmly in the 
king’s affections^ that it t^as imftOssihle to ^ake' him; 
and, rather than lose all interest at cOUtt, from which 
he was banished, he made the'itiOsthumble submissions 
to the favourite, and again recovered his former credit. 
This rupture contributed, however, to'render die duke 
still more odious to the nation. During the continu¬ 
ance of it, Arran affected to court the clergy, pretended 
an extraordinary zeal for the Protestant religion, and 
laboured to confirm the suspicions which were enter¬ 
tained of his rival, as an emissary of thehouse of Guise, 
and a favourer of Popery. As he was supposed to be 
acquainted with the duke’s ntost secret designs, his ca¬ 
lumnies werp listened to with greater credit than was 
due to Ids character. To this rivalship between Lennox 
and Arran, during the continuance of which each en¬ 
deavoured to conciliate the good-will of the clergy, we 
must aScribe several acts of this parliament uncommonly 
favourable to the church, particularly one which abo¬ 
lished the practice introduced by Morton, of appoint¬ 
ing but one minister to several parishes. ' 

No notice hath been taken for several years 
cti affniri. of ecclesiastical affairs. While the civil govern¬ 
ment underwent so many extraordinary revolutions, the 
church was not free from convulsions. Two objects 
chiefly engrossed the attention of the clergy. The one 
was, the forming a system of discipline, or ecclesiastical 
polity. After long labour,-and many difficulties, this 
system was at last brought to some degree of perfection. 
The assembly solemnly approved of it, and appointed it 
to be laid before the privy-council in order to obtain 
the ratification of it in parliament. But Morton, during 
his administration,' and those who, alter his fall, go-‘ 
verned the king, were equally unwilling to see it car¬ 
ried into execution j and by starting difficulties and' 
throwing in objections, prevented it from recemng a 
legaf sanction. The other point in view was, the abo- 
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litioa of the episcopal Order.. The bishops woe so de¬ 
voted t6 die king, to whom ihejr owed their , promotion, 
that^the function itself was by some reckoned danger- 
ous'to ciyil.libecty. 3eing allowed a seat ^n padiament, 
and distinguished: by titles of hpnour, these not only 
occasioned many .avocations from their ^iritu^ func¬ 
tions, but soon mndered their character and manners 
extremely different from those of the clergy in that age. 
The nobles viewed their power with jealousy; the popu¬ 
lace considered their lives as profane ;^and both wished 
their downfal With equal ardour. The personal emu¬ 
lation between Melvil and Adamson, a man of learning 
and eminent for his popular eloquence, who was pro¬ 
moted, on the death of Douglas, to be archbishop of 
St. Andrew’s, mingled itself with the passions on each 
side, and heightened them. Attacks were made in every 
assembly on the order of bishops; their privileges were 
gradually circumscribed; and at la.st an act was passed, 
declaring the office of bishop, as it was then exercised 
within the realm, to have neither foundation nor war¬ 
rant in the word of God ; and requiring, under pain of 
excommunication, all who now possessed that office, 
instantly to resign it, and to abstain from preaching or 
administering the sacraments, until they should receive 
permission from the general assembly. The court did 
not acquiesce in this decree. A vacancy happened soon 
after in the see of Glasgow, Montgomery, minister at 
Stirling, a man vain, fickle, presumptuous, and more 
apt, by the blemishes in hU character, to have alienated 
the people from an order already beloved, than to 
reconcile them to one which was the object of their 
hatred, made an infamous simoniacal bargain with 
Dennox, and on-Jhis recommendation was chosen arch- 
bisliop. The presbytery of Stirling, of which he was a 
member, the presbytery of Glasgow, whither he was to 
be translated, the general assembly, vied witli each 
other in prosecuting him on that account.. In order to 
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mside Irial botli of geqtle 
and of iipgorous measures, andlibth^ere%qiially 
ineffectual. The general assembly was just 
ready to pronounce against, him. the ;sentence of excom¬ 
munication, when a herald entered, and commanded 
them in: the king s name, and undbr pain of rebellion,; 
to stop farther proceedings. Eren this injunction they 
despised; and though Montgomeryj by his tears and 
seeming penitence, procured .a short respite, the sen¬ 
tence was at last issued by their appointment, and pub¬ 
lished in all the churches throughout the kingdom. 

The firmness of the clergy in a collective body was 
not greater than the boldness of some individual, par-, 
ticularly of the ministers of Edinburgh. They inveighed 
daily against the corruptions in the administration; and, 
with the freedom of speech admitted into the pulpit in 
that age, named Lennox and Arran as the chief authors 
of the grievances under which the church and kingdom 
groaned. The courtiers, in their turn, complained to 
the king of the insolent and seditious spirit of the 
clergy. In order to check the boldness of their dis¬ 
courses, James issued a proclamation, commanding 
Dury, one of the most popular ministers, not only to 
leave the town, but to abstain from preaching in any 
other place. Dury complained to the judicatories of 
tliis encroachment upon the immunities of his office. 
They approved of the doctrine which he had delivered; 
and he determined to disregard the royal proclama¬ 
tion. But the magistrates being determined to compel 
him to leave the city, according to the king's orders, 
lie was obliged to abandon his charge, after protesting 
publicly,* at the cross of Edinburgh, against the vio¬ 
lence which was put upon him. ThfP people accom¬ 
panied him to the gates with tears and lamentations; 
and the clergy denounced the vengeance of Heaven 
against the authors of this outrage.' 

< Cold. Assem. 1&76—1S82.' SpobA. 377, &c. 
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In diis perilous situation stood the chiurch,' i&e aii* 
thority of its jtfdicators called ita question, and the 
liberty of the pulpit restrained, when a sudden revolu¬ 
tion of the civil government procured them unexpected 
relief. 


iiis faYoarr The two favouiites, by their ascendant over 
tte possessed uncontrolled power in die 

uapopuiar icingdom, and exercised it with the utmost 
meMBrei. ^antonness. James usually resided at Dal¬ 
keith, or Kinneil, the seats of Lennox and of Arran, and 
was attended by such company, and employed in such' 
amusements, as did not suit his dignity. The services 
of those who had contributed most to place the crown 
on his head were but little remembered. Many who 
had opposed him with the greatest virulence, enjoyed 
the rewards and honours to which the others were en-* 
titled. Exalted notions of regal prerogative, utterly 
inconsistent with the constitution of Scotland, being 
instilled by his favourites into the mind of the young 
monarch, unfortunately made, at that early ago, a deep 
impression there, and became the source of almost all 
his subsequent errors in the government of bqtli king¬ 
doms.® Courts of justice were held in almost every 
county, the proprietors of land were called before them, 
and upon the slightest neglect of any of the numerous 
forms which are peculiar to the feudal holdings,* they 
were fined with unusual and intolerable rigour. The 
lord chamberlain revived the obsolete jurisdiction of 
his office over the boroughs, and they were subjected 
to actions no less grievous. A design .seemed likewise 
to have been formed to exasperate Elizabeth, and to 
diiKolve the alliance with her, which all good Pro- 
t^tants esteemed the chief security of their religion in 
Scotland. A close correspondence was carried on be¬ 
tween the^king and his mother, and considerable [> re ¬ 
gress made towards uniting their titles to the crown, 

■> CakJ. Ui. 1S7. 
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by such « t^ty of dssociatioii as Maidand had pro¬ 
jected ; which could not fail of endangering or dimi¬ 
nishing his authority, and must have proved fatal to 
those who had acted against her with the greatest vi¬ 
gour.’ 

The noblca All these circumstances irritated the impa- 
tient spirit of the Scottish nobles, who resolved 
ibcm. to tolerate no longer the insolence of* the two 
minions, or to stand by, while their presumption and 
inexperience ruined both ,the king and the kingdom. 
Elizabeth, who, during the administration of the four 
regents, had the entire direction of the affairs of Scot¬ 
land, felt herself deprived of all influence in that king¬ 
dom ever since the death of Morton, and was ready to 
countenance any attempt to rescue the king out of the 
' hands of favourites who were leading him into measures 
so repugnant to all her views. The earls of Mar and 
Glencaim, lord Ruthven, lately created earl of Gowrie, 
lord Lindsay, lord Boyd, the tutor of Glamis, the eldest 
son of lord Oliphant, with several barons and gentle¬ 
men of distinction, entered into a combination for that 
purpose; and as changes in administration, which, 
among polished nations, are brought about slowly and 
silently, by artifice and intrigue, were in that rude age 
effected suddenly and by violence, the king's situation, 
and the security of the favourites, encouraged the con¬ 
spirators to have immediate recourse to force. 

Seint «iie James, after having resided for some time in 
-Atliol, where he enjoyed his favourite amuse- 
BuUitcii. ment of hunting, was now returning towards- 
Edinburgh with a small train. He was invited to 
Ruthven-castle, which lay in his way ; and as he sus¬ 
pected no danger, he went thither in hopes of farther 
sport, ^hc multitude of strangers whom he 
Aug. 1*. there gave him some uneasiness; and as 

those who were in the secret arrived every moment from 

“ * C»ld. iii. 
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different parts, the Appearance of so many faces 
increased his feari. He concealed his uneasiness, how¬ 
ever, with the utmost care; and next morning pre¬ 
pared for the field, expecting to find there some oppor¬ 
tunity of making his escape. But just as he was ready 
to depart, the nobles entered his bed-chamber in a body, 
and presented a memorial against tlie illegal and op¬ 
pressive actions of his two favourites, whom they repre¬ 
sented as most dangerous enemies to the religion and 
liberties of the nation. James, though he received this 
remonstrance with the complaisance which was neces¬ 
sary in his present .situation, was extremely impatient 
to be gone., but as he approached the door of his 
apartment, the tutor of Glands rudely stopped him. 
The king complained, expostulated, threatened, and 
finding all these without efiect, burst into tears : “ No 
matter,'’ said Glands fiercely, “ better children weep 
than bearded men.” These words made a deep im¬ 
pression on the king's ndnd, and were never forgotten. 
The conspirators, without regarding his tears or indig¬ 
nation, dismissed such of his followers as they suspect¬ 
ed ; allowed none but persons of their own party to 
have access to him; and, though they treated him with 
great respect, guarded his person with the utmost care. 
This enterprise is usually called, by pur historians. The 
Raid of RuthvenJ 

couimit Lennox and Arran were astonished to the last 
Arran to degree at an event so unexpected, and so fatal 
pnson. toiheir power. The former endeavoured, but 
without success, to excite the inhabitants of Edinburgh 
to take arms in order to re.scue their sovereign from 
captivity. The latter, with his usual impetuosity, 
mounted on borsdjack the moment he heard what had 
befallen the king, and with a few followere rode to¬ 
wards Ruthven-castle; and as a considerable body of 
the conspirators, under the command of the earl of Mar, 

r C'ald. iii. 131. 'JiO. Mclv. 3o7. 
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lay in iis way ready to oppose lum, he separated Wm- 
self from* his companions, and With two attendants ar¬ 
rived at the gate of the c^tie. At the sight of a man 
so odious to his country, the ihdignation of the con¬ 
spirators rose, and instant death-must have been the 
punishment of his rashness, if the friendship of Gfowriei 
Or some other cause not explained by our historians, 
hadhot saved a life so pemiciop to the kingdom. He 
was confined, however, to the^astle of Stirling, with¬ 
out being admitted, into the king's presence. 

Oommind The king, though really the prisoner of his 
own subjects, with whose conduct he could not 
kin{^oiii. help discovering many symptoms of disgus^ 
was obliged to publish a proclamation, signifying his 
approbation of their enterprise, declaring that he was 
at full lioerty, without any restraint or violence offered 
to his person; and forbidding any attempt against 
those concerned in the Raid of Ruthven, under pre¬ 
tence of rescuing him out of their hands. At 
**' the same time, he commanded Lennox to leave 
Scotland before the 20th of September.’ 

The con- Soon after. Sir George Carey and Robert 
spimton Bowes arrived as ambassadors from Elizabeth, 
naiiccaby The pretext of their embassy was to inquire 
after the king’s safety; to encourage and coun¬ 
tenance the conspirators was the real motive of it. By. 
their intercession, the earl of Angus, who, ever since die 
death of bis uncle Morton, had lived in exile, obtained 
leave to return. And die accession of a nobleman' so 
powerful and so popular strengthened the faction.’ 

L^hox, Whose amiable and'gentle qualities had pro¬ 
cured him many firiehd^i, and wbd received private as¬ 
surances that ^e king’s faVour towards him was in no 
degreeabated, seemed resolved, at first, to pay no regard 
to a command extorted by vii^ehce, and no less disagree¬ 
able to James, than it was rigorous with regard to him-* 

* Cold. iii. i3;>. IdS- * Ibid. iii. lat. 
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self.. But the power of his enemies, wrho wei^ipastenf 
of the kibe's person, who were secretly supported hy 
Elizabe&jtand op^ly applauded by the clergy, deter¬ 
red liim, from aay enterprise, th,e success; of which was 
dubious, and the danger certain, both to. himself and his 
sovereign. , He put off the time of his departure, how¬ 
ever, by various artifices, to expectation either that, James 
might make his escape from the conspirators, or that for¬ 
tune might present some more favourable opportunity 
of taking arms for his relief. ... 

Their con- On the Other hand, the conspirt^ors were ex¬ 
plored'^ tremely solicitous not only to secure the appro- 
5cmbi“ bation of their countrymen, but to obtain some 
and a con- legal sauctioD of tlicir enterprise. For this pur- 

Tenliou of 1 1 , 11 

estates, pose they published a long declaration, contain¬ 
ing the motives which had induced them to venture on 
such an irregular step, and endeavoured to heighten 
the public indignation against the favourites, by repre¬ 
senting, in the strongest colours, their inexperience and 
insolence, their contempt of the nobles, their violation 
of the privileges of the church, and their oppression of 
the people- They obliged the king, who could not with 
safety refuse any of their demands, to grant them a 
remission in the most ample form; and not satisfied 
with that, they applied to the assembly of the church, 
and easily procur^ an act, declaring, “ that they had 
^ done good and acceptable service to God, to 
their sovereign, and to their native country;” 
and requiring all sincere Protestants to concur with 
them in carrying forward such a laudable enterprise. In 
order to add the greater weight to this act, every mi¬ 
nister was enjoined to read it in his own pulpit, and to 
inflict thecensur^ of the church on those who ^et them¬ 
selves in opposition to so good a caus^ A convention 
of estates assembled a few days after, passed an act to 
4 he same effect, and granted full indemnity to the con¬ 
spirators foi every thing they had done.** 

■> C«M. iii. 177.187. 200. Spodw. 322. 
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Leimo»> James was conducte'd by them^ firat to Stir- 
froms^ ling, and afterward to tie palace of Holyrood- 
lamj.' house; and though he was received every where 
with the external marks of respect due to his dignity, 
his motions were^ carefully observed, and. he was under 
a restraint no less strict than at the first moment when 
he was seized by fte conspisators. Lennox, after elud¬ 
ing' many commands -to dep^ out of the kingdom, 
was at last obliged to begin journey. He lingered 
however for some time in the neighbourhood of Edin- 
buigh, as if he had still intended to make some effort 
towards restoring the king to liberty. But either from 
the gentleness of his own disposition, averse to blood¬ 
shed and the disorders of civil war, or from some other 
cause unknown to us, he abandoned the design, and 

Dec so of England. The 

king issued the order for his departure with no 
less reluctance than the duke obeyed it; and both 
mourned a separation, which neither of them had power 
to prevent. Soon after his arrival in France, the fa¬ 
tigue of the journey, or the anguish of his mind, threw 
him into a fever. In his last moments he discovered 
such a firm adherence to tlie Protestant faith, as fully 
vindicates his memory from the imputation of an attach¬ 
ment to Popery, with which he had been uncharitably 
loaded in Scotland.' As he was the earliest, and best 
beloved, he was, perhaps, the most deserving, though 
not the most able of all James’s favourites. The warmth 
and tenderness of his master’s affection for him were 
not abated by death itself. By many acts of kindness 
and generosity towards his posterity, the king not only 
did great honour to the memory of Lennox, but set his 
own character in one of its most favourable points of 
view. 


The success of the 


which de- 
over 


xue sucotwi* ui LUC conspiracy 
•nticw'v^nriMd.James of liberty made g^cat noise 

all ^d at last reached the Cars of Mary 

t ' Spoinr. 3X4. Cald. iii. ITS. 
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in the prison to which she wps confined. As her own ex¬ 
perience had taught her wW injuries a captive prince 
is exposed to suffer; and as many of those who were 
now concerned in the enterprise against her son, were 
the same persons whom she considered as the chief au¬ 
thors of her own misfortunes, it was natural for the ten¬ 
derness of a mother to apprehend that the same calami¬ 
ties were ready to fall on his head; and such a prospect 
(fid not fail of adding to the distress and horror of her 
own situation. In tlie anguish of her heart, she wrote 
to Elizabeth, complaining in the bitterest terms of tlie 
unprecedented rigour with which she herself had been 
treated, and bescechingher not to abandon her son to the 
mercy of his rebellious subjects; nor permit him to be 
involved in the same misfortunes under which she had 
so long groaned. The peculiar vigour and acrimony 
of style, for which this letter is remarkable, discover botli 
the high spirit of the Scottish queen, unsubdued by her 
sufferings, and the violence of her indignation at Eliza¬ 
beth's artifices and severity. But it was ill adapted to 
gain the end which she had in view, and accordingly it 
neither procured any mitigation of the rigour of her own 
confinement, nor-any interposition in favour of the king.'' 

Henry III. who, though he feared and hated 
the princes of Guise, was often obliged to court 
their favour, interposed with warmth, in order 
to extricate James out of the hands of a party 
so entirely devoted to the English interest. He 
commanded M. de la Motte Fenelon, his ambas.sador 
at the court of England, to repair to Edinburgh, and to 
cotltribute his utmost endeavours towards placing Jan\jes 
in a situation more suitable to his dignity. As Eliza¬ 
beth could not, with decency, refu.se him liberty to exe¬ 
cute his commission, she appointed Davison to attend 
him into Scotland as her envoy, under colour of concur- 
. ring with him in the negotiation, butin reality tobe aspy 

< 1 (^ 01 ( 1 . 489 . 
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upon his motions, and to obstruct his success. James, 
whose title to the crown ha<f not hitherto been recog¬ 
nised by any of the princes on the continent, was ex¬ 
tremely fond p£ such an honourable embassy from the 
French monarch; and, on that account, as well as for the 
sake of tlxe errand on which he came, received Fenelon 
Jan. 7 great Inspect. The nobles, in whose power 

the king was, did not relish this interposition of 
the French court, which had long lost its ancient in¬ 
fluence over the afiairs of Scotland. The clergy were 
alarmed at the danger to which religion would be ex¬ 
posed, if the princes of Guise should recover any ascen¬ 
dant over the public counsels. Though the king tried 
every method for restraining them within the bounds of 
decency, they declaimed against the court of France, 
against the princes of Guise, against the ambassador, 
against entering into any alliance with such notorious 
persecutors of the church of God, with a vehemence 
which no regular government would now tolerate, but 
which was then extremely common. The ambassador, 
watched by Davison, distrusted by the nohles, and ex¬ 
posed to the insults of the clergy and of the people, re¬ 
turned into England without procuring any change in . 
the king’s situation, oi* receiving any answer to a pro¬ 
posal which he made, that the government should be 
carried on in the joint names of James and the queen 
his mother.* 

June! Meanwhile James, though he dissembled with 
became every day more uneasy under 
hand* of his confiitement; his uneasiness rendered him 
•pjipton. continually attentive to find out a proper opjfbr- 
tuni^ for making his escape; and to this attention he 
at last owed his liberfy, which the king of France was 
not able, nor the queen of England willing to procure 
for him. As the conspirators had forced Lennox out 
of the kingdom, ahd kept Arran at a distance from court, 

* e*ld. iii. *or. Spftiw. 3*4. Bfoidin, STS, ix. See Appendix, No. .\UI. 
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they grew secure; and’imagining that time had recon¬ 
ciled the king h them, and to his situation, they watch¬ 
ed him with little care. Some occasions of discord had 
arisen among themselves; and the French ambassador, 
by fomenting these during the time of his residence in 
Scotland, had weakened the union, ^u which alone their 
safety consisted.^ Colonel William Stewart, the com¬ 
mander of the band of gentlemen who guarded the king's 
person, being gained by James, had the principal 
merit in the scheme for restoring his master to liberty. 
June 27 pi’ctence of paying a visit to the earl of 

March, his grand-uncle, James wa.s permitted 
to go from Falkland to St. Andrew’s. That he might 
not create any suspicion, he lodged at first in an open 
defenceless house in the town, but pretending a curio¬ 
sity to see the castle, no sooner was lie entered with 
sonie of his attenJunts whom he could trust, tlian co¬ 
lonel Stewart commanded the gate's to be .shut, and ex¬ 
cluded all thd rest of his train. Next morning the carls 
of Argyle, Huntly, Crawford, Montrose, Rothes, with 
others to whom the .secret had been communicated, en¬ 
tered the town with their followers; and though Mar, 
with several of the leaders of the faction, appeared in 
arms, they found theniselve.s .so far outnumbered, that 
it was in vain to think of recovering pos-session of the 
king’s person, which had been in their powt;r somewhat 
longer than ten montlis. James wa" naturally of so soft 
and ductile a temper, that tho.se who were near his per¬ 
son commonly made a deep impre.s.sion on his heart, 
which was formed to be under the sway of favourites. 
As he remained implacable smd unreconciled to the 
conspirators during so long a time, and at a period of 
life when resentments arc rather violent than lasting, 
they must either have improved the opportunitie.s of in¬ 
sinuating themselves into favour with little dexterity, 
or the indignation, with which this first insult to his 

' Camd. 482. 
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person and authority filled him, must have been very 
great. 

Keioivw, His joy at his escape was youthful and ex- 
to cessive. He resolved, however, by the advice 
•hem with of Sir James MeWl, and his wisest counsellors, 
tion. to act with the utmost moderation. Having 
called info his presence the leaders of both factions, 
the neighbouring gentry, the deputies of the adja¬ 
cent boroughs, the. ministers, and the heads of col¬ 
leges, he declared, that although he had been held 
under restraint for some time by violence, he would not 
impute that as a crime lo any man,' but, without remem¬ 
bering the irregularities which had been so frequent 
during his minority, would pass a general act of 
oblivion, and govern all his subjects with undistin¬ 
guishing and equal affection. As an evidence of his 
sincerity, ,he visited the earl of Gowrie, at Ruthven- 
castle, and granted him a full pardon of any guilt he had 
odntracted, by the crime committed in that very place.* 
BiitAntn But James did not adhere long to this pru- 
Bjocndant* and moderate plan. His former favour- 
uverUui; jte, the earl of Arran, had been permitted for 
some time to reside at Kinneil, one of his country-scats. 
As soon as the king felt himself at liberty, his love for 
him began to revive, and he expressed a strong desire 
to see him. The courtiers violently opposed the return 
of a minion, whose insolent and overbearing temper they 
dreaded, as much as the nation detested his crimes. 
James, however, continued his importunity, and pro¬ 
mising that he should continue with him no longer 
than one day^ they were obliged to yield. This inter¬ 
view rekindled ancient affection; the king forgot his 
promise; Arran regained his ascendant over him; and, 
within a few days, resumed the exercise of power, with 
all the furogance of an undeserving favourite, and all 
the rashness peculiar to himself.'' 

« M«lv. *72. 


» Ibid. 274. 
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And the The first effect of his influence was a proclu' 
king pur- mation with regard to those concerned in the 

toes ftno* ^ 

thcr plan. Raid of RtUjtven. They were required to ac- 
knowdedge their crime in humblest manner; and 
the king promised to grant them a full pardon, pro¬ 
vided their future conduct were such as did not oblige 
him to remember past miscarriages. The tenor of this 
proclamation was extremely different from the act of 
oblivion which the conspirators had been encouraged 
to expect. Nor did any of them reckon it safe to tely 
on a promise clogged with such an equivocal condi¬ 
tion, and granted by a young prince under the domi¬ 
nion of a minister void of faith, regardless of decency, 
and transported by the desire of revenge even beyond 
the usual ferocity of his temper. Many of the leaders, 
wThio had at first appeared openly at court, retired to 
their own houses; and, foreseeing the dangerous .storm 
which was gathering, began to look out for a retreat 
in foreign countries.* 

Eliza- Elizabeth, who had all along protected file 

bcthssoii- conspiratots, was extremely di.sgustcd with 

citations in ^ , i i • -i i i • 1 

boiiaif of measures which tended so visibly to their ue- 
ra'orr’’" Struction, and wrote to the king a harsh and 
haughty letter, reproaching him, in a style 
very uncommon among princes, witli breach of faith 
in recalling Arran to court, and with imprudence in 
proceeding so rigorously against his best and most 
faithful subjects. James, with a becoming dignity, re¬ 
plied, that promises extorted by violence, and condi¬ 
tions yielded out of fear, were no longer binding, when 
these were removed; that it belonged to him alone to 
choose what ministers he would employ in his service; 
and that though he resolved to treat the coMpirators 
at Ruthven with the utmost clemency, it was necessary, 
for the support of his authority, that such an insult on 
his person should not pass altogether uncensured.'*. 

* Mel». *78. Spobw. 346. Cald. iU. 330. ^ Mclr. 279. 
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EliMbeth’s lettei* w^s followed by 

Waisinghaniber seattajfy,wboni she’Appoint- 
b^y iX ^ her ^bassaxfor to Janies, arid who appeared 
at the Scottish court with a splendour and mag- 
nidcenoe well calculated to please and dazziC a young 
prince. Walsingham was admitted to several confe¬ 
rences with James himself, in which he insisted on thte 
SMne topics contained in the letter, and the king re¬ 
peated his former answers. 

After suffering several indignities from the arro¬ 
gance of Arran and his creatures, he returned to Eng¬ 
land, without concluding any new treaiy' with the king. 
Walsingham was, next to Burleigh, the minister on 
..whpm the chief weight of the English administration 
rested; and when a person of his rank stept so far out of 
the ordinary road of business, as to undertake a long 
journey in his old age, and under a declining state of 
health, some affair of consequence was supposed to be 
the cause, or some important event was expected to be 
the effect, of this measure. But as nothing conspi¬ 
cuous either occasioned or followed this embassy, it is 
probable that Elizabeth had no other intention in em¬ 
ploying this sagacious minister, than to discover, with 
exactness, the capacity and disposition of the Scottish 
king, who was now arrived at a time of life when, with 
some degree of certainty, conjectures might be formed 
concerning his character and future conduct. As James 
possessed talents of that kind, which make a better 
figure in conversation than in action, he gained a great 
deal by this interview with the English secretary, who, 
notwithstanding the cold reception which he met witli, 
gave such an advantageous representation of his abili¬ 
ties, as determined Elizabeth to treat him, hencefor¬ 
ward, with greater decency and respect' 

Elizabeth’s eagerness to protect the conspirators, 
rendered James more violent in his proceedings against 

^ Melv. t93. Cald. iii. £S8. Jebb, ii, aSS. 
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them. As they bad all refused to accept of pardon 
upon' the terms which he had offered, they were re* 
quired, by a new proclamation, to suirender themselves 
prisoners. The earl of Angus alone complied; the 
rest either fled into England, or obtained the king’s 
licence to retire into foreign parts. A con¬ 
vention of estates was held,, the members of 
which, deceived by an unworthy artifice of Arran’s, 
declared those concerned in the JJa/d q/" UtHhveti to 
have been guilty of high-treason; appointed the act 
passed last year approving of their conduct to be ex¬ 
punged out of die records; and engaged to support 
the king in prosecuting the fugitives with the utmost 
rigour of law. 

The conspirators, though far from having done any 
thing that was uncommon in that age, among mutinous 
nobles, and under an unsettled state of government, 
must be acknowledged to have been guilty of an act 
of treason against their sovereign; and James, who 
considered their conduct in this light, had good rea¬ 
son to boast of his clemency, when he offered to par¬ 
don them upon their confessing their crime. But, on 
the other hand, it must be allowed that, after the king’s 
voluntary promise of a general oblivion, they had some 
reason to complain of breach of faith, and, without the 
most unpardonable imprudence, could not have ])ut 
their lives in Arran’s power. 

1S84. The interest of the church was considerably 
r»our*^ affected by these contrary revolutions. While 
cumpin- the conspirators kept possession of power, the 
irritale the clergy not only recovered, but extended, their 
privileges. As they had formerly declared the 
hierarchy to be unlawful, they took some bold mea¬ 
sures towards exterminating the episcopal order out of 
the church; and it was owing more to Adamson’s dex¬ 
terity in perplexing and lengthening out the process 
for that purpose, than to their own want of zeal, that 
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they did not deprive, and perhaps excpmmanicate, all 
the bishops in Scotland. When the king recovered 
Kiq liberty, things put on a very different aj^ect. The 
feyour bestowed upon Arran, the .enen^ of every thing 
decent and sacred, and the rigorous prosecution of 
those nobles who had been the most zealous defenders 
of the Protestant cause, were considered as sure pre¬ 
sages of the approaching ruin of the church. The 
clergy could not conceal their apprehensions, nor view 
this impending danger in silence. Dury, who had 
been restored tO bis of&ce as one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, openly applauded the Jiaitf of Ruthven in 
the pulpit, at which the king was so enraged, that, not¬ 
withstanding some symptoms of his submission, he 
commanded him to resign his charge in the city. Mr. 
Andrew Melvil, being summoned before the privy- 
council, to answer for the doctrine which he had ut¬ 
tered in a sermon at St. Andrew’s, and accused of com¬ 
paring the present grievances of the nation with those 
under James III., and of intimating obliquely that they 
ought to be redressed in the Same manner, thought it 
incumbent on him to behave with great firmness. He 
declined the jurisdiction of a civil court, in a cause 
which he maintained to be purely ecclesiastical; the 
presbytery, of which he was a member, had, as he con¬ 
tended, the sole right to call him to account for words 
spoken in the pulpit; and neither the king nor council 
could judge, in the first instance, of the doctrine deli¬ 
vered by preachers, without violating the immunities 
of the church. This exemption from civil jurisdiction 
was a privilege which the Popish ecclesiastics, admira¬ 
ble judges of whatever contributed to increase the lustre 
or power of their body, had long struggled for, and 
had at last obtained. .If the same plea had now been 
admitted, the Protestant clergy would have become in¬ 
dependent of the civil magistrate; and an order of 
men extremely useful to society, while they inculcate 
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those duties which tend to promote its happiness and 
tranquillity, might have become Qo less pernicious, by 
teaching, without fear or control, the most dangerous 
principles,' or by exciting their hearers to the most des¬ 
perate and lawless actions. The king, jealous to ex¬ 
cess of his prerogative, was alarmed at this daring en¬ 
croachment on it; and as Melvil, by his learning and 
zeal, had acquired the reputation and authority of head 
of the party, he resolved to punish him with the rigour 
which that pre-eminence rendered necessary, and to 
discourage, by a timely severity, the revival of sudi a 
dangerous claim. Melvil, however, avoided his rage, by 
dying into England ; and the pulpits resounded witli 
complaints that the king had extinguished the light of 
learning in the kingdom, and deprived the church of 
the ablest and most faithful guardian of it liberties and 
discipline.”' 

These violent declamations of the clergy again-st the 
measures of the court were extremely acceptable to die 
people. The conspirators, though driven out of die 
kingdom, still possessed great influence there ; and as 
they had every thing to fear from the resentment of a 
young prince, irritated by the furious counsels of Arran, 
they never ceased soliciting dicir adherents to take 
arms in their defence. Gowrie, the only person among 
them who had submitted to the king, and accepted of 
a pardon, soon repented of a step which lost him the 
esteem of one party, without gaining the confidence of 
the other; and, after suffering many mortifications from 
the king’s neglect and the haughtiness of Arran, he was 
at last commanded to leave Scotland, and to reside in 
France. While he waited at Dundee for an opportu¬ 
nity to embark, he was informed that the earls of Angus, 
Mar, and the tutor of Glamis, had concerted a scheme 
for surprising the castle of Stirling. In his situation, 
lilUe persuasion was necessary to draw him to engage 

"< Sputow. 3M. Cald. iii. diM. 



88 SCOTLAND. [1584. 

ia it. Under various pretexts he put off his voyage, 
and lay ready to take arms on the day fixed by the con¬ 
spirators for the execution of their enterprise.. His hn- 
gering solong at Dundee, without any apparent reason, 
awakened the suspicion of- the court, proved fatal to 
himself, and disappointed the success of the conspi¬ 
racy. Colonel William Stewart surrounded the house 
where he lodged with a^body of soldiers, and, in spite 
of his resistance, took him prisoner. Two days after, 
Angus, Mar, and Glamis seized the castle of Stirling, 
and erecting their standard there, published a mani¬ 
festo, declaring that they took arms for no other reason 
but to remove from the king’s presence a minion who 
had acquired power by the most unworthy actions, and 
who exercised it with the most intolerable insolence. 
The account of Gowrie’s imprisonment struck a damp 
upon their spirits. They imputed it to treachery on 
his part, and suspected, tliat as he had formerly desert- 
edj^he had now betrayed them. At the same time Eli¬ 
zabeth having neglected to supply them in good time 
with a sum of money, which she had promised to them, 
and their friends and vassals coming in slowly, they 
appeared irresolute and disheartened; and as the king, 
who acted with great vigour, advanced towards them 
at the head of twenty thousand men, they fled preci¬ 
pitately towards England, and with difficulty made their 
escape.®. This rash and feeble attempt produced such 
effects as usually follow disappointed conspiracies. It 
not only hurt the cause for which it was undertaken, 
but added strength and reputation to the king; con¬ 
firmed Arran’s power; and enabled them to pursue 
tlieir measures with more boldness and greater suc¬ 
cess. Gowrie was the first victim of their resentment. 
After a very informal trial, a jury of peers found him 
guilty of treason, and he was publicly beheaded at 
Stirling. 

n llliHtMk of T)ouirl<ii!i. :17(S. SkmiIsw. 3J0i Calcl. Hi. Sic. 
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To humble the church was the kiue's next 
A puiia- step. But as it became necessary, for this pur* 
* pose, to call in the aid of the legislative autho¬ 
rity, a par&ment was hastily summoned: aud while 
so many of the nobles were banished out of the king¬ 
dom, or forbidden to appear in the king's presence; 
while Arran’s haughtiness kept some at a distance, and 
intimidated others; the meeting consisted only of such 
Serere as wcrc absolutely at the devotion of the court 
against the In order to conceal the laws which were framing 
church. knowledge of the clergy, the lords of 

the articles were sworn to secrecy ; and when some of 
the ministers, who either suspected or were informed 
of the danger, deputed one of their number to declare 
their apprehensions to the king, he wtis seized at the 
palace-gate, and carried to a distant prison. Others, 
attempting to enter the parliament-house, were refused 
admittanceand such laws were passed, as totally 
overturned the constitution and discipline of the church. 
The refusing to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the 
privy-council; the pretending an exemption from the 
authority of the civil courts; the attempting to dimi¬ 
nish the rights and privileges of any of tlu( three estates 
in parliament, were declared to be high-treason. The 
holding assemblies, whether civil or ecclesiastical, with¬ 
out the king’s permission or appointment; the uttering, 
either privately or publicly, in sermons, or in declama¬ 
tions, any false and scandalous reports agaiustthc king, 
his ancestors, or ministers, were pronounced capital 
crimes.’’ 

When these laws were publi.shed at the cross of Edin¬ 
burgh, according to the ancient custom, Mr. Robert 
Pont, minister of St. Cuthbert’s add one of the lords of 
session, solemnly protested against them,, in the name 
of his brethren, because they had been passed without 
the knowledge or consent of the cburicb. Ever .since 

“ CaM. iii. f I’ufl. 8- Jat. VI. 
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the Reformation, the pulpits and ecclesiastical judica¬ 
tories had both been esteemed sacred. In tiie former, 
the clergy had been accustomed to censure and admo¬ 
nish wi^ unbounded liber^. In the latter, they ex^- 
cised an uncontrolled and independent jurisdiction. 
The blow was now aimed at both these privileges. 
These new statutes were calculated to render church¬ 
men as inconsiderable as they were indigent; and as 
the avarice of the. nobles had stripped them of the 
wealth, the king’s ambition was about to deprive them 
of die power, which once belonged to their order. No 
wonder the alarm was universal, and the complaints 
loud. All the ministers of Edinburgh forsook their 
charge, and' fled into England. The most eminent 
clergymen throughout the kingdom imitated their ex¬ 
ample. Desolation and astonishment appeared in every 
part of the Scottish church; the people bewailed the 
loss of pastors whom they esteemed; and, full of con- 
sternatkm at an event so unexpected,-openly expressed 
their rage against Arran, and began to suspect the king 
himsidf to be an enemy to the reformed religion.'* 

4 Spotiv. 333. 
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1584. I LE Scotland was tom by intestine factions, 
ton’s con- Elizabeth was alaraicd with the rumour of a 
agS project in agitation for setting Mary at liberty. 
Eiiiabcih. Francis Throkmorton, a Cheshire gentleman, 
was suspected of being deeply concerned in the design, 
and on that siftpiciou he was taken into custody. Among 
his papers were found two lists; one, of the [irincipal 
harbours in the kingdom, with an account of their situ¬ 
ation, and of the depth of water in each; the othiT, of 
all the eminent Roman Catholics in England. This 
circumstance confirmed the .suspicion against him, and 
some dark and desperate conspiracy was supposed just 
ready to break out. At first he boldly avowed his in¬ 
nocence, and declared that the two papers were forged 
by the queen's mini.sters, in order to intimidate or in- 
snarc him; and he even endured the rack with the 
utmost fortitude. But being brought a second time to 
the place of torture, his resolution failed him, and he 
not only acknowledged that he had held a secret cor¬ 
respondence with the queen of Scots, but discovered a 
design that was formed to invade England. The duke 
of Guise, he said, undertook W furnish troops, and to 
conduct the enterprise. The pope and king of Spain 
were to supply the money necessary for carrying it on; 
all the English exiles were ready tp take arms; many 
of the Catholics at home would be r^dy to join them 
at their landing; Mendoza, the Spanish ambassador, 
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who WM the life of the pODspi^ no pains in 

or in heilii^ihg the preparations ^ '^el continent ; 
by ^is" command, he made the cop^^ 

whereof had been'found in his poss^ion. ' Thii coh- 
fession he retracted at his trial; rr^med to it again 
after sentence was passed on him ; and retracted it once 
more at the place dF execution.* ' 

To us in the present age who are assisted in forming 
our opinion of this matter by the light which time and 
history have thrown upon the designs and characters 
of the princes of Guise, many circumstances of Throk- 
mdrton’s confession appear to be extremely remote 
from truth, or even from probability. The duke of 
Guise was, at that juncture, far from being in a situa¬ 
tion to undertake foreign conquests. Without either 
power or office at court; hated by the king, and per¬ 
secuted by the favourites; he had no leisure for any 
thoughts of disturbing the quiet of neighbouring states; 
his vast and ambitious mind was wholly occupied in 
laying the foundation of that famous league which 
shook the throne of France. But at the time when 
Elizabeth detected this conspiracy, the close union 
between the house of Guise and Philip was remarkable 
to all Europe; and as their great enterprise against 
Henry III. was not yet disclosed, as they endeavoured 
to conceal that under their threatenings to invade 
England, Throkmorton’s discovery appeared to be 
extremely probable; and Elizabeth, who knew how 
ardentiy all the parties mentioned by him wished her 
downfall, thought that she could hot guard her kingdom 
Designs with too much carc. The indiscreet zeal of the 
aSC' English exiles increased her feara. Not satis- 
Sbeth. incessant outcries against her severity 

to the Scottish queeh, and her cruel persecution 
of her Catholic subjects, not thinking it enough that 

* HoUingslied, 1J70. 
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one pope had threa^^ her with the sentence of ex> 
comm«Qicatioh,. |pd ail(si&er ,.||^d actually pronounced 
it, they now began to disper^ books and writings, in 
f^uch th^'en^voored to persuade their discijdes, 
that it arduld be a meritorious action to take away her 
life; they openly exhorted the maids of honour to treat 
her as Judith did Holofemes, and, by such an illu-s- 
trious deed, to render their own names honourable and 
sacred in the church throughout all future age-S.** For 
all these reasons, Elizabeth not only indicted the punish¬ 
ment of a traitor on Throkmortoii, but commanded tlic 
Spanish ambassador instantly to leave England ; and 
that she might be in no danger of being attacked within 
the island, she determined to use her utmost efforts,- in 
order to recover that iiiduencc over the Scottish coun¬ 
cils, which she had for some time entirely lost. 

She cniUa- There were three did'erent metliuds by whicli 
re-oatablisb Elizabeth might hope to accomplish this; eitlier 
by furnishing such eirectual aid to tlie banishol 
Scoiianii nobles, a.s would enable them to resume the 
Arran. chicf ujrection of afl’airs ; or by enteriiifr ioto 
such a treaty with Mary, a.s might intimidate her son, 
who, being now accustomed to govern, would not be 
averse from agreeing to any terms rather than re.sign 
the sceptrej or admit an associate in the throne; or 
by gaining the earl of Arran, to secure the direction 
of tlie king his master. The last was not only the 
easiest and speediest, b\it most likely to be successful. 
This Elizabeth resolved to pursue; but without laying 
the other two altogether aside. With this view she 
sent Davison, one of her principal secretaries, a man 
of abilities and address, into Scotland. A minister so 
venal as Arran, hated by his own countrymen, and 
holding his power by the most precarious of all tenures, 
the favour of a young prince, accepted Elizabeth’s 
offers without hesitation, and deemed the acrpiisition of 

h Carod. 497. 
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her protection to be the most solid foundation of his 
. _ own ffreatness. Soon after he consented to an 

’ interview with lord Hunsdon, the governor of 
Berwick, and being bbhoared with the pompous tide 
of lieutenant-general for the king, he appeared at the 
place appointed with a splendid train. In Hunsdon’s 
presence he renewed his promises of an inviolable and 
faithful attachment to the English interest, and assured 
him that James should enter into no negotiation which 
might tend to interrupt the peace between the two 
kingdoms; and as Elizabeth began to entertain the 
same fears and jealousies concerning the king’s mar¬ 
riage, which had formerly disquieted her with regard 
to his mother’s, he undertook to prevent James from 
listening to any overture of that kind, until he had 
previously obtained the queen of England’s consent.' 
sercre banished lords and their adherents soon 

proceed- tjjg edccts of Arran’s friendship with Ener- 

ing8 against , a o 

the banish- land. As Elizabeth had permitted them to take 
“ refuge in her dominions, and several of her 
ministers were of opinion that she ought to employ her 
arms in the defence of their cause, the fear of this was 
the only thing which restrained James and his favourite 
from proceeding to such extremities against them, as 
might have excited the pity or indignation of the Eng¬ 
lish, and have prompted them to exert themselves with 
August S3 behalf. But every apprehension 

* of this kind being now removed, they ventured 
to call a parliament, in which an act was passed, at¬ 
tainting Angus, Mar, Glamis, and a great number of 
their followers. Their estates devolved to the cro'ivn, 
and according to the practice of the Scottish monarchs, 
who were obliged to reward the faction which adhered 
to them, by dividing with it the spoils of the vanquished, 
James deidt out the greater part of these to Arran and 
his associates.** 

' Cild. iii. 491. Slelv. Sl5. See Append. No. XLIII. 
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Agunitthe Nor was the treatment of the clergy less 
. rigorous. All ministers, readers, and professors 
in colleges, were enjoined to subscribe, within forty 
days, a paper testifying their approbation of the laws 
concerning the church enacted in last parliament. 
Many, overawed or corrupted by the court, yielded 
obedience; others stood out. The stipends of the latter 
were sequestered, some of the more active committed 
to prison, and numbers compelled to fly the kingdom. 
Such as complied, fell under the suspicion of acting 
from mercenary or ambitious nmtives. Such as ad¬ 
hered to their principles, aud sufl’ered in consequence 
of it, acquired a high reputation, by giving this con¬ 
vincing evidence of their firmness and sincerity. The 
judicatories of the church were alnxost entirely sup¬ 
pressed. In some place.s scarce as many ministers 
remained, as to perform the duties of religious worship; 
they soon sunk in repubition among the people, and 
being prohibited not only from discoursing of public 
atfairs, but obliged, by the jealousy of the adminis- 
ti*ation, to frame every sentiment and expression in such 
a manner as to give the court no ofl'ence, their .scmions 
were deemed languid, insipid, and contemptible; aud 
it became the general opinion, that, together with the 
most virtuous of the nobles and the most faithful of the 
clergy, the power and vigour of religion were now 
banished out of the kingdom.* 

Meanwhile, Elizabeth was carrying on one of those 
fruitless negotiations with the queen of Scots, which it 
had become almost matter of form to renew every year. 
They served not only to amuse that unhappy princess 
with some prospect of liberty; but furnished an, apo¬ 
logy for eluding the solicitations of foreign powers 
on her behalf; and were of use,to overawe James, 
by shewing him that .she could id any tilM set free 
a dangerous rival to dispute his autliority. These 

* Cold. iii. d!)9. 
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treaties she suffered to proceed to what length she 
pleased, and never wanted a pretehce for breaking 
them off, when they became no longer necessary. The 
treaty now on foot was not, pwhaps, more sincere 
than many which prececkd it; the reasons, however, 
which rendered it ineffectual were far from being 
frivolous. 

New con- As Crichton, a Jesuit, was sailing from Flan- 
egaSS towards Scotland, the ship on board of 

Biiubcth. ^hich he was a passenger happened to be 
chased by pirates, who, in that age, often infested the 
narrow seas. Crichton, in great confusion, tore in 
pieces some papers in his custody, and threw them 
away; but, by a very extraordinary accident, the wind 
blew them back into the ship, and they were immedi¬ 
ately taken up by some of the passengers, who carried 
them to Wade, the clerk of the privy-council. He, with 
great industry and patience, joined them together, and 
they were found to contain the account of a plot, said 
to, have been fprmed by the king of Spain and the duke 
of Gmse, for invading England. The people were not 
yet recovered from the fear and anxiety occasioned by 
the conspiracy in which Throkmorton had been engaged, 
and as his. discoveries appeared now to be confirmed 
by additional evidence, not only all their former appre¬ 
hensions recurred, but the consternation became general 
and excessive. As all the dangers with which England 
had been threatened for some years, flowed either im¬ 
mediately from Mary herself, or irom such as made use 
of her name to justify their insurrections and con¬ 
spiracies, this gradually diminished the compassion due 
to her situation, and the English, instead of pitying, 
began to fear and to hate her. Elizabeth, under whose 
wise and pacific reign the English enjoyed tranquillity, 
and had opened sources of wealth unknown to their 
ancestors, was extremely beloved by all her people; and 
regard to her safety, not less than to their own interest, 
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OccijioB, animated them against the Scottish queen. In 
order to'diseourage her adherents, it wa.s 
oppoBUion thought necessary to convince them, by some 
public deed, of the attachment of the l^glish 
to their own sovereign, and that any attempt again-st 
* Oct 19 would prove fatal to her rival; With thi.s 

view an association was framed, the subscribers 
of which bound themselves by the most solemn oath.s, 
“ to defend the queen against all her enemies, foreign 
and domestic; and if violence .should be offered to her 
life, in order to favour the title of any pretender to the 
crown, they not only engaged never to allow or ac¬ 
knowledge the person or persons by whom, or for 
whom, such a detestable act .should be committed, Out 
vowed, in the presence of the eternal God, to prosecute 
such person or persons to the death, and to pursue them, 
with tlicir utmost vengeaiice, to their utter overthrow 
and extirpation.”* Persons of all ranks subscribed this 
combination with the greatest eagerne.ss and unanimity 
which Mary considered tliis a.ssociation, not only 
• as an avowed design to exclude her from all 

alarm, her. . , « . , , . , . 

right ol succession, but as the certain and im¬ 
mediate forerunner of her destruction. In order to avert 
this, she made such feeble etl'orLs as were still in her 
power, and sent Naue, her secretary, to court, with ofltsrs 
of more entire resignation to the will of Elizabeth, in 
every point, which had been the occasion of their long 
enmity, than all her sufferings hitherto had been able 
to extort.*' But whether Mary adhered inffe.Yil>ly to her 
privileges as an independent sovereign, or, yielding to 
the necessity of her situation, endeavoured, by conces- 
.sions,to soothe her rival, she was equally unsuccessful. 
Her ffrmness was imputed to obstinacy, Or to the secret 
hope of foreign assistance; lier concessions were either 
believed to be insincere, or to flow from tlic ffflar of some 
imminent danger. Her present willingness, however, 
'8l««eTifab.l m. rCuiMl.499 • ‘Rib. 

VOL. II. 11 * 
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to comply with any terms was so great^ that Wahiag-'i 
ham warmly urged his mi^ness taicome to afiDal- agree-' 
meat with her.*'. But Elilmheth was p^suaded, that it 
was the spirit raised by the as8(^ation which hadien- 
dered her so passive and compliiitit' - She? always ifioa- 
gined that there was something myalmoiis and deceit- 
iul in all Mary’s actions, and suspeotedher of cawying 
on a dangerous correspond^ce with the English Qatho- 
lies, both within and without the kingdom. Nor were 
hdSsuspicions altogether void of foundation; Maryhad^ 
about this time, written a letter to Sir Francis Inglefield, 
urging him to hasteh the execution ofwhat she calls the 
Great Plot ot Designment, without hesitating on ac¬ 
count of any danger in which it might involve hap life, 
which she wotild most willingly .{iart with, if by Aat 
sacrifice she could procure relief for so great a number 
of the oppressed children of the church.'^ In- 
stead, therefore, of hearkening to the overtures 
gmter which the Scottish queen made, or granting any 
mitigation of the hardships of which she com¬ 
plained, Elizabeth resolved to take her out of the Imnds 
of the earl, of Shrewsbury, and to appoint Sir Ainias 
Paulet and Sir Drue Drury to be her keepers. Shrews¬ 
bury had discharged his trust with great fidelity, during 
fifteen years, but, at the same time, had treated Mary 
with gentleness and respect, and had always sweetened 
harsh TOihmands by the humanity with which he put 
theiii|da execution. The same politeness was not to be 
expected from men of an inferior rank, whose severe 
vigilance perhaps was their chief recommendation to 
that employment, and the only merit by which they 
could: pretend to gain favour or preferment* • 

Gi»y,» As James was no less eag&e than eve^to de- 
banished nobles of Elizabeth’s pvotec- 
tbekUg’i.tic^he appointed the master of Gray his am- 
.bassador to the court of En^and, and mtrusted him 

' See App. No. XUV. ‘ Strype, iu. «4S. i Cemd. 500. 
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wi& tlttoonilttcti negotiation for thalpuipose. For 

this htedur halvas inidebtediito the envy «4 jealouE^ i 
of the eailH>f Arran. Graypoes^sed all the telents of 
% courtier; a grace&d^ison, an ijBtnnaatiiig address, 
boin^less ambition, and a rt^ess and intriguing spirit 
Daring bis residraice'in France, he had been aifaiiiOed 
into the most intimate funiliarHywith the duke ofOoise, 
and, in order to gain his favour, had renoimced the Pro* 
testant religion, and professed the 'utmost zeal for the 
captive queen, who curTied on a secret coirespomlenee 
with him, from which she expected great advantages. 
On his return into Scqtiand, he paid court to James 
with extraordinary assiduity, and his accomplishments 
did not fail to make their usual impression on the king's 
heart. ’ Arran, who had introduced him, began quickly 
to dread his growing favour; and flattering himself, 
that absence would efface any sentiments of tenderness, 
which were forming in the mind of a young prince, 
pointed him out by his malicious praises, as the most 
proper person in the kingdom for an embassy of such 
inqiortaiice; and contributed to raise him to that high 
dignity, in order to hasten his foil. Elizabeth, who had 
an admirable dexterity in discovering the proper in¬ 
struments fmr carrying on her designs, endeavoured, by 
caresses and by presents, to secure Gray to her interest. 
The former flattered his vanity, which was 'g^reat; tlie 
latter supplied his profuseness, which was still greater. 
He abandoned himself without reserve to Elizabeth’s 
direction, and not only undertook to retain the king 
under the influence of England, but acted as a spy upon 
the Scottish queen, and betrayed to her rival every 
secret that he could draw from hfer by his high preten¬ 
sions oif zeal in her service."*. 

HUinwfot Gray’s credit with the Eti^ish court was Cx- 
tremely galling to the banished nob^. Eliza- 
SnginS. betb no longer thought of employing her poiyer 

* Stripe* lii* 30C« Mtiv- ‘3t4L' " 
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to restore them; she fovind it e^ier to govern ScoitLand 
by corrupting the king’s favourites; and, in compliance 
'With Gray’s solidtations, she comipanded^ the 
exiles to leave the nprth of England,'and to're¬ 
move into the heart qC the kingdom. This rendered it 
'difficult for them to hold any correi^opdence with their 
partisans in Ecotiand, and almost impossible to return 
thither without' her permission. Gray, by gaining a 
point which James had so much at heart, riveted him¬ 
self more firmly than ever in his favour; and, hy ac¬ 
quiring greater reputation,, became capable of serving 
Elizabeth with greater success." 

1585. Arran had now possessed for some time all 
the power, the riches, and the honours, that his 
andiuio- immoderate ambition could desire, or thefond- 
' *' ness'of a prince, who set no limits to his liberality 

towards his favourites, could bestow. The office of lord- 
chancellor, the highest and most important in the king¬ 
dom, was conferred upon him, even during the life of the 
earl of Argyle, who succeeded Athol in that dignity 
at^lhe public beheld, with astonishment and indigna¬ 
tion, a mmi educated as a soldier of fortune, ignorant of 
law, and a contemner of justice, appointed to preside in 
parliament, jm the privy-council, in the coutt of session, 
and intrusted with the supreme disposal of the property 
of his fellow-subjects. He was, at the same time, go¬ 
vernor of the castles of Stirling and Edinburgh, the two 
principal forts in Scotland; provost of the city of Edin¬ 
burgh ; and. as if by all these accumulated dignities his 
merits were not sufficiently recompensed, he had been 
created lieutenant-general over the whole kingdom. No 
person was admitted into the king’s presence without 
his permission; no favour could be obtained but hy his 
mediation. James, occupied with youthful amusements, 
devolved upon him the whole regal authority. Such 
unmerited elevation increased his natural arrogance, 

“ Cald. iii, 643. ° Crawf. Offic. of State, App. 447. 
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and rendered it intolerable. He was no longer content 
■with the condition of a subject, but pretended to derive 
his pedigree from Murdo duke of Albany; and boasted 
openly, Aat his title to the crown was preferable to that 
of the king himself. But, together with these thoughts 
of royalty, he retained the meanness suitable to his pri¬ 
mitive indigence. His venality as a judge was scan¬ 
dalous, and was exceeded only by that of his wife, who, 
in defiance of decency, made herself a party in almost 
every suit which came to be decided, employed her in¬ 
fluence to corrupt or overawe the judges, and almost 
openly dictated their decisions.’’ H^s rapaciousness as 
a minister was insatiable. Not satisfied with the re¬ 
venues of so many offices; with the estate and honours 
which belonged to the family of Hamilton; or with the 
greater part of Gowrie’s lands, which had fallen to his 
share; he grasped at the possessions of several of the 
nobles. He required lord Maxwell to exchange part of 
his estate for the forfeited lands of Kinncil; and be¬ 
cause he was unwilling to quit an ancient inheritance 
for a possession so precarious, he stirred up against him 
his hereditary rival, the laird of Johnston, and involved 
that corner of the kingdom in a civil war. He com¬ 
mitted to prison the earl of Athol, lord Home, and the 
master of Cassils; the first, because he wpuld not di¬ 
vorce his wife, the daughter of the earl of Gowrie, and 
entail his estate on him; the second, because he was 
unwilling to part with some lands adjacent to one of 
Arran’s estates; and the third, for refusing to lend him 
money. His spies and informers filled the whole coun¬ 
try, and intruded themselves into every company. The 
nearest neighbours distrusted and feared each other. 
All familiar society was at an end. Hven the common 
intercoursesof humanity were interrupted, no man know¬ 
ing in whom to confide or where to utter his complaints. 
There is not perhaps in history an example of a. mi- 

f Cald. iii. 331. Scot»Ur»«'» Staggering Stit*, 7. 
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nister 80 umversA% detestable to anatiiS^brVho more 
justly deserved its deteslatioii.'* ' ' 

Botadflilteding^^^ of the'j^Bfiia^te 

d^pisi^ the Inurmurs'of t^ a loose 

to irL^riaitir« teiapi^i and proceeded to acts Itill more 
violeiit. ^David Homfe'df Ar^ty, and i^atiick his bro¬ 
ther, having rece^e'd letteW from o& oif the bsmished 
lords about private busihei|s, were oopadeihned and put 
to death, for holding corrdWnd^ee with rebfels. Cun- 
ningh^e of Drumw|iase)v Md Douglas of MsUns, two 
gentlemen of honour and repuMion, were accused of 
havi^ conspired with the exiled nobles to seize the 
kings person; a single witness only appeared; the 
evidence they produced of their innocence was unan¬ 
swerable; thair accuser himself not long after acknow¬ 
ledged that he. had been suborned by Aifan; hnd all 
men believed the charge against them to be groundless; 

' thgr were found guilty, notwithstandii^ and 
suffered the death of traitors.' 


Feb. 9. 


About the same time that these gentlemen 
wbut were punished for a pretended conspiracy, 
“W*’*' Elizabeth’s life was endangered by a real one. 
Parrjr, a doctor of laws, and a member of the house of 
comnt^ns, a man vain and fantastic, but of a' resolute 
spirit, had lately been reconciled to the church of Rome; 
anid fraught witli the zeal of.a new convert, he offered 
to demonstrate the sincerity of his attachment to the 
religion which he had embraced, by killing Elizabeth. 
CiA-dinal Alien had published a book, to prove the mur¬ 
der of an eMoihmunicated prince to be not only lawful, 
but a meritorious action. The pope’s nuncio at Venice 
the Jesuits both there and at Paris, the English ejriles’ 
all approved of the design. The pope himself e^o^d’ 
him .to persevere ; and granted him for his encourage¬ 
ment a plenary indulgence, and remission of his sins. 
■CardinddiComoTwrote to him a letter to the same 

<1 Spolsw. 337,338. r lyd. 338 -j 
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purpose; bot ^ougb he often got access to the queen, 
fear, or some ti^aining sense, of. duty, regained him 
from perpetrating erime. Happily his inj^ntion 
wa^ at last discovered by Nevil, the only person in Bng- 
,, Idnd to whom he had communicated it ; and 
having himself voluntarily confessed his. guilt, 
he suffered the punishment which it deserved.’ 

A aerf^ These repeated conspiracies against their so* 
awakened the indignation of the Eng- 
SIuTw parliament, and produced a very extraor- 
dinary statute, which, in the end, proved fatal 
to the queen of Scots. By this law the association in 
defence of Elizabeth’s life was ratified, and it was far> 
ther enacted, “ That if any rebellion shall be excited 
in the kingdom, or any thing attempted to the hurt of 
her majesty’s person, by or for any person pretending 
a title to the crown, the queen shall empower twenty- 
four pmsons, by a commission under the great seal, to 
examme into, and pass sentence upon such offences; 
and after judgment given, a proclamation shallbc issued, 
declaring the persons whom they $nd guilty excluded 
from any right to the crown; and her majesty’s sub¬ 
jects may lawfully pursue ’ every one of them to the 
death, with all their aiders and abettors; and if any 
design against the life of the queen take effect, the per¬ 
sons by or for whom such a detestable act is executed, 
and their issues^ being in any wise assenting or privy 
to the same, shall be disabled for ever from pretending 
to the crown, and be pursued to death in the like man¬ 
ner.”* This act was plainly levelled at the queen of 
Scots; and, whether we consider it as a voluntary ex 
pression of the zeal and concern of the nation for Eli 
zabejii's safety, or whether we impute it to the influence 
whidi that wtful princess preserved over her parlia¬ 
ments, it is no easy matter to . reconcile ft with the 
'general princi{de8 of justice or .humanity. Mary w as 

• State Trial*, i. 103. • IbW- i. 1*3. 
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thereby ..rendered accoui^Ue not oi% for her own 
actions, but for those of others; in coosequence of 
which she might forfeit-her right of succession, and. 
even her life itself. v - ^ ’ 

The rigour' Mary jn^y considered this act as a warning 
‘ *0 prepare for the worst extremities. Eliza- 
cfMMd"' ministers, it is probable, had resolved by 

this time to take away her life; and sufiered 
booLs to be published, in order to persuade the nation 
that this cruel and unprecedented measure was not 
only necessary but just." Even that short period of her 
days which remained, .they rendered uncomfortable, by. 
every hardship and indignity which it was in their 
power to inflict. Almost all her servants were dis¬ 
missed, she was treated no longer with the respect due 
to a queen; and, though the rigour of seventeen years’ 
imprisonment had broken her constitution, she was 
confined to two ruinous chambers, scarcely habitable, 
even in the middle of summer, by reason of cold. Not¬ 
withstanding the scantiness of her revenue, she had 
been accustomed to distribute regularly some alms 
among the poor in the village adjoining to the castle. 
Paulet now refused her liberty to perform this pious 
and humane office, which had afforded her great conso¬ 
lation amidst her own sufferings. The castle in which 
she resided was converted into a common prison ; and 
a young mam, suspected of Popery, was confined there, 
and treated under her eye with such rigour, that he died 
of the ill usage. She often complained to Elizabeth of 
these multiplied injuries, and expostulated as became 
a woman and a queen; but as no political reason now 
obliged that princess to amuse her any longer with 
fallacious hopes, far from granting her any redress, she 
did not even deign to give her any answer. The king 
of Prance, closely allied to Elizabeth, on whom he de¬ 
pended fcff assistapee against his rebellious, subjects, 

■; • Slijfpe, Ui. 399. 
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wras afraid of espousing Mary’s cause with any warmtti; 
and al| 'his solicitations in her behalf were feeble, for¬ 
mal, and inefficaciooa. But Casbilnau, the French 
bm«iij9x,'wlvo8e com]ja 8 sion and zeal ftwr 
queen supplied'the defects in his instructioi]^ lemon* 
strated with such vigour against the indignities to which 
she was eltposed, that by his importuni^, he prevailed 
at length to have her removed to Tuthbury; though 
she was confined the greater part of another winter in 
her present wretched habitatioD.” 

A bieacli Neither the insults of her enemies, nor the 
Mu/tnd neglect of her firiends, made such an impression 
her Mil. on Mary as the ingratitude of her son. James 
had hitherto treated his mother with filial respect, and 
had even entered into negotiations with her, which 
gave umbrage to Elizabeth. But as it was not the inte¬ 
rest of the English queen that his good correspondence 
should continue. Gray, who, on his return to Scotland, 
found his favour with the king greatly increased by the 
success of his embassy, persuaded him to write a harsli 
and undutiful letter to his mother, in which he ex¬ 


pressly refused to acknowledge her to be queen of Scot¬ 
land, or to consider his affairs as connected, in any 
wise, with hers. This cruel requital of her matemd 
tenderness overwhelmed Mary with sorrow and de¬ 


spair. “ Was it for this,” said she, in a letter 
Jiarch 21. French ambassador, “ that 1 have en¬ 


dured so much, in order to preserve for him the inhe¬ 
ritance to which I have a just rigiit? 1 am far from 
envying his authority in Scotland. I desire no power 
there; nor wish to set ray foot in tliat kingdom, if it 
were not for the pleasure of once embracing a son, 
whom I have hitherto loved with too tender affection. 


Whatever he either enjoys or expects, he derived it 
from me. From him I never received assistance, sup¬ 
ply, or benefit of any kind. Let not n^ allies treat him 


« Jebb, vul. ii. Are—598. 
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any loi^r as a kin^>5^>|ioyb digD% by my 

consent; mid^if a>'i|;(^dy K|)^tBnc^do not^pease 
my just resentment, I will load with a parent 
curse, and snn^der my erowm idth idl tny preten¬ 
sions, to one whowrill redme thmnwi& gradtude* and 
defend tiiem with idgoar.’^' The lolrc which James 
bore to his modier, wh(M he had never knmvn, and' 
whom he had been early taught: to consider as one of 
the most abandoned persons of her sei, cannot be sup¬ 
pose ever to have been ardent; and he did not now 
any pains to regain her &vour. But whether her in¬ 
dignation at his undutifnl behaviour, added to her 
bigotted a^chment to Popeiy, prompted Mary at any 
time to diink seriously of disinheritmg her son; or 
whether these threatenings were uttered in a sudden 
sally of disappointed affection, it is now no easy mat¬ 
ter to detennine. Some papers which are still extant 
seem to render toe former not improbable.* 

•httij'JT’ another kind, and no less disquiet- 

of »i«"- '“I?* occupied Elizabeth’.s thoughts. Tlie calm 
which she had long enjoyed, seemed now to 
be at an end ; and such storms were gathering in every 
quarter, as filled her with just alarm. All the neigh- 
bouitog nations had undergone revolutions extremely 
to her diimdvantage. The great qualities which Ifenry 
III. had displayed in his youth, and which raised the 
expectations of his sttojeeti so high, vanished on hi.s 
ascending toe throne; and his acquiring supreme 
power seems not only to have corrupted his heart, but 
to have impaired fats undm-standing. He sopn lost toe 
esteem and affection of the nation; and a life divided 
between the austerities of a superetitious devotion, and 
the extravagancies of the most dissolute debaueberv-, 
rendered him as'contemptible as he was odious on ac¬ 
count of his rapacioiumsss, his profusion, and the fond¬ 
ness wito.ntoieh he doatad on many unwortoy minions. 

» ManJlii. 566. .Irbb, li. ^71. Srv Spp. No. XLV • 8«o App. No. XiVI. 



1585.] BQOK VIL 107 

On the dlftttli of Jiis tidy brotW, those sentiments df 

vioimme. Henry had no 
children, though l^it thirty-two yem of the 
sttceessionofthecrown was already considered «s open. 
The king' of'Kwerre, a distaht descendant of die royal 
ftBuly> 'but thb undoubted heir to the crown, was a 
Frau the zealous PrOteStsuit. The prospect of an event 
SnST* fetal to their religion, as his ascending tlie 
throne of France, alanncd all the Catholics of 
Europe ; and induced tlie duke of Guise, countenanced 
by the pope, and aided by the king df Spain, to appear 
as the defender of tlie Romish faith, and the assertcr 
of the cardinal of Bourbon's right to the crown, in 
order to unite the party, a bond of confederacy was 
formed, distinguished by the name of the*//o/y Jjuagtuu 
All ranks of men joined in it with emulation. The 
spirit spread with t!ic irresistible rapidity which was 
natural to religious passions in that age. The desUnc- 
tion of the Reformation, not only in France, but all over 
Europe, seemed to l»e the object and wish of the Avholc 
party ; and the duke of Guise, tlie head of this mighty 
and zealous body, acquired authority in tlie kiiigdoni, 
far superior to that wliich the king himself possessed. 
P Philip II., by the conquest of Portugal, had 
of greatly increased tlie naval power of Spain, aiul 
had at last reduced under his dominion ail that 
portion of the continent which <fHe.s beyond the Pyre¬ 
nean mountaimi, and which nature seem-s to have <lt:s- 
tined to form one great monarchy. William prince of 
Orange, who first encouraged the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands to assert their libertii^s, and wliose wisdom 
and valour formed and protected die rising common¬ 
wealth, had fellca by the hands of an assassin. The 
superior genius of the prince of I'afina had given an 
entire tarn to the fate of war in the Low Countries; all 
his entcrpriBes, concerted vrith consugimi^ skill, and 
executed with equal bravery, bad been anended with 
-success; and the Dutch, reduced to thi- l:«»t extri'inity, 
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were on the point of falling under the dominion of their 
ancient master. 

He, Vue None of those circumstances, to which Eli- 
•ad rigor- 2abeih had hitherto owed her security, existed 
Miy longer. She could derive no advantage 
from the jealousy which had sultf isted betweep France 
and Spain; Philip, by means of his confederacy with 
the duke of Ghiise, had an equal sway in the councils 
of both kingdoms. The Hugonots were unable to con¬ 
tend with the power of the league; and little could be 
expected from any diversion which they might create. 
Nor was it probable that the Netherlands could long 
employ the arm.s, or divide the strength of Spain. In 
this situation of the affairs of Europe, it became nece.s- 
sary for Eiizttbeth to form a new plan of conduct; and 
her wisdom' in forming it was not greater than the vi¬ 
gour with which she carried it on. The measures most 
suitable to her natural temper, and which she had 
hitherto pursued, were cautiou.s and safe; those which 
she now adopted were enterprising and hazardous. 
She preferred peace, but was not afrai«l of war; and 
was capable, when compelled by necessity, not only 
of defending herself with spirit, but of attacking her 
eneinie.s with a boldness which averted danger from her 
own dominions. She immediately furnished the IIii- 
gonuts with a considerable siipply in money. She car¬ 
ried on a private negotiation with Henry 111., who. 
though compelled to join the league, hated the leaders 
of it, and wished fur their destruction. She openly 
undertook the pi-otection of the Dutch commonwealth, 
and sent a powerful army to its assistance. She en¬ 
deavoured to form a general confederacy of the Protes- 
nrx’Un princes, in oppo.sitioa to the'Popish league, 

lo pWlIKb She determined to proceed with the utmost ri- 
w gour against the queen of Scots, w hose suffer- 
ihr Qjjjj rights aflbrded her enemies a specious 

|»retence for invading her dominions. She roohetl to 
redouble her endeavours, in order to elVect a closer 
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union with Scotland) and to extend and perpetuate her 
influence over the counsels of that nation. 

She found it no difficult matter to induce most of tlie 
Scottish courtiers to promote all her designs. Gray, 
Sir John Maidand, who had been advanced to the office 
of secretary, which his brother formerly held, Sir Lewi.s 
Bellenden the justice clerk, who had succeeded Gray 
as, the king's resident at London, were the persons in 
whom she chiefly confided. In order to direct 
and quicken their motions, she dispatched Sir 
Edward Wotton along with Bellenden into.Scotland. 
This man was gay, well-bred, and entertaining; he 
excelled in all die exercises for which James had a 
passion, and amused the young king by relating the 
adventures which he had met with, and the observa¬ 
tions he had made, during a long residence in foreign 
countries; but,.under the veil of these superficial qua¬ 
lities, he concealed a dangerous and intriguing spirit. 
He soon grew into high favour widi James, and> while 
he v^as seemingly attentive only to pleasure and diver¬ 
sions, he acquired influence over the public counsels, 
to a degree which was indecent for a stranger to 
posse.s3.* 

PfopoMs Nothing, however, could be more acoeptable 
witrsnrt- *0 nation, than the propasal which he made 
land. of a strict alliance between the two kingdoms, 
in defence of the reformed religion. The rajiid aiul 
. alarming progre-ss of the Popish league seemed to call 
oil all Protestant princes to unite for the preservation of 
their common faith. Janic-s embraced flie oierture with 
warmth, and a convention of estates empowered 
him to conclude such a treaty, and cngagikl to 
ratify it in parliament.' Tlie alacrity with which Janu's 
concurred in this measure must not be wholly ascTibed 
either to his own zeal, or to Wotton’s address; it wa- 
ow'ing in part to Elizabeth's liberality. As a mark of 

• Si? * -j'**. 
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ber motherly affet^ion for the young king, she settled 
on him an annual pension of five thousand, pounds; 
the same sum which' her father lukd allotted before 
she ascended thi''throne. ^.^Iiis.cirtnf^ which 
she took-care to mention^isehdered a sun^ which in that 
age wtte far fiom iacoiu^e«ifijle^.« accept- 
present to the king^ whose twyeiini^ during a lottg 
minority, had been almost totafi|^ diBsi{4.ted.‘ ' 

Uiider. But theehief object of Vt otton's intrigues was 

wt *0 Arran. While a minion so odious to the 
(»««• nation contlnrmd to govern die king, h» assist¬ 
ance could be of little advantage to Elisabeth. And’ 
though Arran, ever siocediis interview with Hunsdo% 
had appeared extremely ^ her interest, she coold plaice 
no gi^t-eoiifidence«i|Mman whose conduct was so 
capriciods^nd irregoR^i^ who, notwithstanding his 
protestatidhs to the ebutrtuy, stiU continued a secret 
correspondence both with Mary and wdh the duke of 
Guise., The banished lords were attadied to England 
from affection as well as principle, and were the 6nly 
persons among tlie Scots whom, in any dai^rous exi¬ 
gency, she could thoroughly trust Before Bellenden 
left London, tliey had been summoned thither, under 
fcolour of vindicating themselves frmn his accusations, 
but in reality, to concert with him the most proper 
measures fiwr restoring them to tb^ country. Wotton 
pursued tiiis plan, andendeavoun^ to lipmi it for exe¬ 
cution ; and it was greatly faciiitated^by an event nei- . 
ther uDoomiBon nor considerable. Sir John Forster, 
and Kcr of Ferniherst the English and Scottish war¬ 
dens of the middle inarches, having met according to 
the custom of tke bordere, abotHt midsaramer, a ftay 
arose, and lord Russel, the eai^ol^Sedford’s eldest son, 
happened to be killed. This scuffle was purely acci¬ 
dental, but Eluabeth chose to consider it as a design 
fumed by Ker, at the uist%ation of Anm, tainvedve 
< cns. 10 . MS. 
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the two kingdoms in war4 Shepsistedthat bodt should 
be ddivped up to her thoegh James eluded that 

demandilbe was obliged to coa&e Arran in St An¬ 
drew^ and' KmNh Abtuileen. his absence 

from court, 1(|Fotton ‘and>& aaK>mdteB carried <m their 
* ^ intriguea^trithcnAintmu^tioit v By their advice, 

bviAei the banished nobles endeavoured to accoinmo- 
date -their diffeninces vrith lord John and lord 
Claud^ die duke of ChatelheraulVs two sons, whom 
: Morton's violehbe had driven out of die king- 

Oct« t6a' .iU ~ 

dom. Their common suiterings, and common 
interest, induced both pfaities to bury in oblivion the 
ancient discord which had sub^^ between the houses 
of HamUton and Douglaai B^jQizabeth’s permission, 
they returned in a b^y to thjjjj^rden of Scodand. 
Arran, who had agmn recOvmm^frivour, mristed on 
putting the kingdom in,a postore of defence; but Gray, 
Bellenden, and Maitland, secretly thwarted ail hi.s 
measures. Some necessary orders they prevented from 
being issued; others they rendered ineffectual by the 
manner of execution; and all of them were obeyed 
slowly, and widi rcloctancc.** 

Wotton's fertile brain was, at the same time, big with 
anotlier and more dangerous plot. He had contrived 
to seize the king, and to carry him by force, into Eng¬ 
land. But the design was luippily discovered; and, 
in order to avoid die punishrae^ which his treachery 
merited; he departed widiout taking leave.* 

They n- Meanwhile the banished lords hastened the 
execution oftheir enterprise; and, as their friends 
vassals were now ready to join them, they 
Ox entered Scotland. Wherever they came, they 
were welcomed as the ddUverera of their couubry, and 
the most fervent prayers were addressed to. Heaven 
for the success of their arms. Th^ advanced, without 
losing a moment, towards Stirling, at the head of ten 

' no • m-K. j.t, 
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thousand men. Hie king, though he had. asa'embled 
an army suporior in taumbo*, eoiild not venture to 
meet thebi in die field,, with troi^ /irhose loyalty was 
extremdy dubie^ ^d tyhd #jbeet far from Ib^g 

hearty in the cause; nor was either the town' or ciietle 
provided for a sie^.^’^e gate^^'iiewever, of both, were 
^ shut, and. ^e,ii^es eticamp^ SL Nihiaii’is. 
That same n^t they wrpfiai^ the tow% or, 
more probably, it was betrayed into dieir hands; and 
Arran, who had undertaken toMefend itj’wai obliged 
to save himself by a precipitate flight.^. Next inch^g 
they invited the castle, in which therte 'WeSohot pro- 
vision.s fw twenty-four hours; and James was necessi¬ 
tated immediately to hearken to temw of accomiaoda- 
thcm. T||ey were nQtjjM elated with success as tu urge 
cxtravaig^t demands]^ntor was the king unwilling to 
make evetjr reasonable concession. They obtained a 
pardon iudie most ample form, of all the offences which 
they had committed; the principal forts in the kingdom 
were, by way of security, put into their hands ; Craw¬ 
ford, Montrose, and colonel Stewart, were removed from 
the king's presence ; and a parliament was called, in 
order to establish tranquillity in the nation.' 

Ap»HU- .Though a great ijjajority in this, parliament 
consisted of the'confederate nobles and tlieir 
adherents, they were far frpm discovering a vin¬ 
dictive spirit. Satisfied with procuring an act, restor¬ 
ing tbem’’td dicir anii^ent honoitrs and estates, and rati¬ 
fying the pardon granted by the king, th^ seemed wfil- 
ing to forget aH ^^ast errors in the administration, and* 
spared James the mortification of seeing hi.s minister-s 
branded with any public note of infamy. Arran alone, 
deprived of ail his .honours, str^^d of his IkhtowocI 
spoils, and declared an enemy to l^s country by public 
proclamation, sunk back into obscurity, and mu.st hence¬ 
forth be mentioned by hiiT primitive title of captain 
< Odd. I'li. T9i. 
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James Stewart.- As he h«i been, during his unmerited 
prosperity, the^ject.i^the;hat^ i^^dignation of 
his.coi^faym^[,l|ey j^held WsJj^witheiit pity, nor 
did all Ml the 

Uastdegree.;;';■,'• '* ,' ' ■ ,•£■*;. '* 

ciran* ^^Jtdwgyfpere'^Vi^ 

•fUn. (d)ta^^ do |6dre8s <4their grievai^ l^ilhis 
reyddution. The ocwMerate nphles bad alialon^ af. 
fec^; to be coiisideied as guardians of the privileges 
and discipline of the chord). In all their )nanifes |08 
diey had declared their resoludOn to restore these, and 
by ihtft popular pretence had gained many friends. It 
was now nataral to expect some iruit of tlicse promises, 
and someretums of gradtude towards many of the.most 
mihent preachers who had suffered in their cause, and 
who demanded the repeal of the laws pan^d the pre¬ 
ceding year. The king, however, was resokttc to main¬ 
tain these laws in full authority; and as the noble.s 
were extremely solicitous not to disgust him, by in¬ 
sisting on any disagreeable request, the claims of the 
church in this, as well as in many other instances, were 
sacrificed to the interest of the laity. The ministers 
gave vent to dieir indignation in tiie pulpit, and their 
impatience under the disappointment broke out in some 
expressions extremely dbrespeptful even towards the 
king himself.* 

The/archbishop of St Andrew’s, too, jEelt tlic 
effects offffieir anger. The provinckd synod ot 
Fife summoned him to appear, and to answer for bis 
contempt o£ the decrees of fprmer assemblies, in pre¬ 
suming to exercise the functions of a bi.sbop. Though 
he refused to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the court, 

< and appealed from it to the king, a lenience of excom¬ 
munication, equally indecent and im^plasv was pro¬ 
nounced ^against him. Adamson, wi& no leas inde- 
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cency, thundered his archiepiscopal excommunication 
against Melvil, mid some other of his opponents. 

Soon after, a general assembly was held, in 
which the king, with some difficulty, obtained 
an act, permitthigihe name and office of bishop still to 
continue in the church. The power of the order, how¬ 
ever, was considerably retrenched. The exercise of 
dLscipline, and the inspection of the life and doctrine 
of the clergy, were committed JtO presbyteries, in which 
uishop.s .should be allowed no oUier pre-eminence bpt 
tliat of presiding as perpetual moderators. They them¬ 
selves were declared to be subject, in the same manner 
as other pastors, to the jurisdiction of the general as¬ 
sembly. As the discussion of the archbishop's appeal 
might have kindled unusual heats in the assembly, that 
affair was terminated by a compromise. He renounced 
any claim of supremacy over the church, and promised 
to demean himself suitably to the character of a bishop, 
as described by St. Paul. The assembly, without exa¬ 
mining the foundations of the sentence of excommuni¬ 
cation, declared that it should be held of no effect, and 
restored him to all the privileges which he enjoyed be¬ 
fore it was pronounced. Notwithstanding the extraor- 
dintury tenderue.ss shewn for the honour of the synod, 
and the delicacy and respect with which its jurisdiction 
was treated, several members were so zealous as to 
protest against this decision.^ 
a i«m The court of Scotland was now filled with 
iliad persons so warmly attached to Elizabetli, that 
ei»d«d. league between the two kingdoms, which 
had been proposed last year, met with no interruption, 
but from D'Esneval, the French envoy. James himself 
first offered to renew the negotiations. Elizabeth did 
not suffer such a favourable opportunity to slip, and 
instantly dispatched Randolph' to conclude a treat}’. 

k OM. Ui. 8M. S|K«>. 3 * 6 . 
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wbi(^ she-so much desired. The danger to 

i^ich the Protestant religion was exi>oscd, by 
the late combinatioot of the Popish powers for its do- 
stTnction, and the necessity of a striti confederacy among 
tiiose who had embraced the Reformation, in order to 
obstruct their pernicious designs, were mentioned as 
the foundation of the league. The chief articles in it 
were, that both parties should bind themselves to de¬ 
fend the evangelical religion ; tliat the league should 
be offensive and defensive against all whb shall endea¬ 
vour to disturb the excrci.se of religion in either king¬ 
dom ; that if one of the two parties be invaded, the 
other, notwithstanding any former alliance, should not, 
directly or indirectly, assist the invader ; that if Eng¬ 
land be invaded in any part remote from Scotland, 
James should assist the queen with two ti)o\tsand hor.«o 
and five thousand foot; that if the enemy landed or ap¬ 
proached within sixty miles of Scotland, the kingslmuld 
take the field with his whole forces, in the same manner 
as he would do in defence of his own kingdom. Eli¬ 
zabeth, in return, undertook to act in defence of Scot¬ 
land, if it .should be invaded. At the same time she 
assured the king that no step should be taken, which 
might derogate in any degree from his pretension* tc» 
the English crown.* Elizabetli exprc-sscd great satis¬ 
faction with a treaty, which rendered Scotland a nsefiil 
ally instead of a dangerous neighl>our, and afforde<l 
her a degree of security on that side, which all her an¬ 
cestors had-aimed at, but none of them had been able 
to obtain. * Zeal for religion; together with tlic bless¬ 
ings of peace which boUi kingdoms hail enjoyed during 
a considerable period, had so far abated tlie vinhuice 
of national antipathy, tliat the king’s conduct was uni- 
versMiy accept^le to his own people.^ ^' 

The acquittd of Archibald Douglas, aUliis time, ex¬ 
posed James much and deserved censure. This man 

• ifioHit. SSI. * Cm^.SIS 
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was deeply engaged in the conspiracy gainst the life 
of the king hk f^er. * Both Morton, and Binny one 
of 1118 0 ^ senrants, who suffered for that crime, had 
accused hiih of being present at the murder.' He had 
escaped punishment by flying into England, and James 
had gftcn required Elizabeth to deliver up a person so 
unworthy of her protection. He now obtained a li¬ 
cence, from llie king himself, to return into Scotland; 
and, after undergoing a mock trial, calculated to con¬ 
ceal, rather than to detect his guilt, he was i .jt only 
taken into favour by the king, but sent back tn tlie court 
of England, with the honourable character of his am¬ 
bassador. James was now of such an age, diat his 
youth and inexperience cannot be pleaded in excuse 
for this indecent transaction. It must be imputed to 
the excessive facility of his temper, which often led him 
to gratify his courtiers at the expense of his own dig¬ 
nity and reputation.™ 

iu« of Not long after, the inconsiderate affection of 
the English Catholics towards Mary, and their 
•(tiM iniplacable resentment against Elizabeth, gave 
Eiulrfwih. rise to a conspiracy which prijvcd fatal to the 
one queen, left an indelible stain on the reputation of 
the other, and presented a spectacle to Europe, of 
which there had been hitherto no exainpK, in the his¬ 
tory of mankind. 

Doctor Gifford, Gilbert Gifford, and Hodgson, priests 
edutwted in the .seminary at Hheims, had adopted an 
extravagant and enthusiastic notion, that the bull of 
Pius V. against Elizabeth was dictated immediately by 
the Holy Ghost. This wild opinion they instilled into 
Savage, an officer in the Spanish army, noted for his 
furious zeal and daring courage; and persuaded him 
that no service cquld be so acceptable to heaven, as to 
take away tlie life of an excommunicated heretic. Sa- 

' 8n Appfoil. K«. XLVIt. Aimoi, Cria. Triiif, 7, Ac. 

> S|N<n>. S4S. OiM. iii. 917. 
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vage, eager to obtain the crown of martyrdom, bound 
himself by a solemn vow to kill Elizabeth. 
April *6. ^ pragmatical priest of ^liat seminary, 

had at that time come over to Paris, and solicited Men¬ 
doza, the Spanish ambassador there, to procure an in¬ 
vasion of England, while the affairs of the league were 
so prosperous, and the kingdom left naked by sending 
so many of the queen’s best troops into the Netherlands. 
Paget and the Engliskexiles demonstrated the fruit- 
les.snes< of sudi an attempt, unless Elizabeth were first 
cut off. or the invaders .secured of a powerful concur¬ 
rence on -.heir landing. If it could be hoped that cither 
of those • vents would hajipen, effectual aiiwas pro¬ 
mised ; and in the mean time Ballard was s^t back to 
renew his intrigues. 

He communicated his designs to Anthony 


May 15. p.^i,j„j,ton, a youiig gentleman in Derbyshire, 
of a large fortune and many aniiable qualitie.s, who 
havincr eontiacted, during his residence in France, a 
fa.niiiarif with the archbishop of Glasgow, had been 
n convucndeil by him lo the queen of Soots, lie con- 
. urred witli Pa -et, in eonsidering the death of Eliza¬ 
beth us u ne( »-s>arv preliminary to any inva.sion.^ " 
lard gave l.in. hopes that aii end would so^ 
to h( ^ day., and imparted to him to strike 

was now in L- ,don waiting fiir an oppc'^^ ^^ 
the blow. But Babuigton thccxc- 

iniK h importance, to rely on a .yj,. gentlemen 

culion of it, and proposed that fivef^- ' ^ thesuc- 
shonld be joined with Savage i- «» cuU . 
cess of which wa.s tlie founiafon of aU 
He offered to find mit theym»gl»t 

service, whose honour, secrecy, and ^ gj. 

.afely tnist. He accordingly 

ward Windsor, Tliom^ Travcw. Robert 

(li.K Tichbulunc,.Jil<>^prt(*a^i JoHn Jones, 

llanmell, John. CImnoa. Hen., Dnn, Jol>n Jon 
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and Robert 


[ 15 ^. 

of #em, Po%> whose 

^tOi't^ir society, 
onited together m the bonds 
y stre^thened i^ the inorc power- 
M tieof religious zesfl. Many eoti^tations were held; 



their plan of operaitio&s was* at last 'settled; and their 
June. different parts assigned. ■ Babington himself 
Was.appointed to rescue-the queOn of Scots; 
apiraten. Salisbury, with some’%thers, undertook to exr 
cite several counties to take arms; the murder of the 
queen, the most dangerous and important service of 
all, fell to TichboUme hnd Savage, -with four associates. 
So totally* had their bigotted prejudices extinguished 
the princjj|iles of honour, and the sentiments of huma¬ 
nity suitable to their rank, thdt, without scruple or com¬ 
punction, they undertook^ an action which is viewed 
with horror, even when committed by the meanest and 
most profligate of mankind. This attempt, on the con¬ 
trary, appeared to them no less honourable than it waS 
desperate; and, in order to perpetuate the memory of 
it, they had apic^re drawn, containing the portraits 
of the six assassins, with that of Babington in the 
imHStei^and a motto intimating that they were jointly 
embaiiedHu some hazardous design. 

Discover conspirtttors, as appears by this wanton 

M by Wai- and iiu^^dent iUstMce of vanity, seem to have 
•inBbam. ^discovery hardly possible, andneither 

distrusted the fidelity of their companions, nor doubted 
the success of thei^ undertaking. But vrhile they be¬ 
lieved that their machiilR^ous were carried on with the 
most prdfijund and impehetrable seCrecy, every step 
they took Vras fully known to Walsingbrnn., Polly was 
one of his sniesj ttnd 'hkd ent^d intp the conspiracy, 
’with no ouCT' desigu than to\hetrfty his associates. 
‘(Silhert Gigord tho, having been'^Qf over to England 
to quicken^e motions of the coM^pi^atofts, had been 
gamed by Walsingham,.ahd gavq^im stSfe intelligence 
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of all their |>ro}eji^. Th^t vigili^t mioisteevkun^ 
diately impi^d'^e discoveri^es wiii<* he had;: tdede! 
to Elizabeth; ^d, without comupQiical|ug the h^kter 
to’ any othef of thO counsellors, they agitte^^ 'inrerder 
to understand the plot more perfectly, toi^ait* until it 
was ripened into some form, and brought near the 
point of execution. 

The; ere' At lust, Elizabeth thought it dangerOus and 
palled? criminal to expose her own life, and to tempt 
Augojti. Providence any farther. Ballard, the -prime 
mover in the whole conspiracy, was arrested. His as¬ 
sociates, disconcerted and struck with astonishment, 
endeavoured to save themselves by flight. But within 
a few days, all of them, except Windsor, -wpre seized 
in different places of the kingdom, and committed to 
the Tower. Though they had undertaken the part, they 
wanted the Arm atid determined spirit of assassins; 
and, influenced by fear or by hope, at once confessed all 
that they knew. The indignation of the people, and their 
impatience to revenge si^ch an execrable combination 
Sept. 20 their sovereign, hastened their 

trial, and all of them suffered the death of traitors- 
Maryiiac- Thus far Elizabeth’s conduct may be pro- 
being an nounced both prudent and laudable, nor catt 
tettieco” 1 *® accused of violating any law of hu- 
spiraey. manity, qr of taking any precautions beyond 
what were necessary for her own safety. But a tragi¬ 
cal scene followed, with regard to which posterity will 
pass a very different judgment. 

The frantic zeal of a few rash young men accounts 
sufficiently for all the wild and wicked designs which 
they had formed. But this was not the light in which 
Elizabeth and her ministers chose to place the con¬ 
spiracy. They-wished to persuade the nation, that 
Babing^on and his associates should -be considered 
merely as instruments employed by the ijueeh of Scote, 
' >CBmd. St5. State Triab,.vol.j. 110.' 
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% > ajjt^Qt »of ,p. attempts 

P®*^ 9? h®*" 

, They^pr^uced Ifitlera, ^hicfa. ,t|i^ ^cribed 

^ ^9F».TO,fiupp9r^ 9 C 9We9v- ' ?1^®?®» ^®y g®^® 
fi9*9®i Asir hands by ^he lyiowj^g singular 
a|id mysterious _ 5 iethod of cppyeyimce. Qifford, on hi< 
return into, J^gli^dj, h^d bi^n trusted,by some of 
eXjiipg,jvUh,dett^rs,,tp.^ai^ jbut,sifl, prdeiifto make a 
tri^ qf his bdwity and,address,,they were, only blank 
p^ers n^ade. ap ,in that form., . These being safely ide- 
liyeredjby hinv he jwas afterward,employed without 
farther .spruple.; Walsingham-having found means to 
gain this man, he, by the permission of that minister, 
and. the eonuiyaoce of Paulpt, bribed a tradesman in 
the ceighbourhopd of Chartley, whither Maiy had been 
couveyed, who , deposited the letters in a hole in the 
wall of the casde, covered with a lopae stone. Thence 
they we^ei taken by the queen, and'in the same manner 
her answers returned. . All these were, carried to Wal- 
singhant,,opened by him, deciphered, sealed again so 
d^terpuslythat the jQraud could not be perceived, and 
th^n I transmitted to the persons to . whom they were 
directed. T^o letters to Babington, with, several to 
M^ebdpza, Paget, Englpfield, apd the English fugitives, 
were procured by this artifice. , It was given out, that 
in these letters Mary approved of the conspiracy, and 
evj^n qf tbe assassination; that she directed them to 
prpe®ed, lyith. th® utmost circumspection, and not to 
take a,rms„pntil fcreign auxiliaries were . ready to join 
thpm; that she, recommended ftiie, earl of Ayundel, his 
brothers, and, die youpg earl of Northumberland, as 
proper persons, to, pouduct ,and; to, ,a4d reputation to ' 
their enterprise; advised.th,em, jf possible,to 

excite at toe iapje tinae^som^j^ponimption in Ireland ; 
®“^ft*^9y®,®ll». besought them tp conpqrt with care the 
ll9’',!?V“. ®^®®P®»,S 9 gg®sting to thpin seyeml 
expedi^te to?; purpose. ,. 
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trial 6f conspitators; aM wbfe.the i#ion 
'lihd^f tHe influence 
coiinb , ' the aasocinflon had i^sed) apd 
had an^mehtfed, they''Were believted witho^V^sSfe.uon 
or inquiry, and spread a general isflann.' Maiy’s‘ zeal 
fot her religion wa8 well knoVii; aind 'in*fliat age, ex¬ 
amples of the violent and sanguina^ spirit ,^hich it'' 
inspired Were numerous. All the cabals against the ^ 
peace of the kingdom for many years had been carried' 
on in her naihe; and it nbW appears evidently, said the 
Bnglish, that the safety of the one queen is incompati¬ 
ble with that of &e Other. "V^y then, added they, 
should the tranquillity of England be sacrificed for the ' 
sake of a stranger? Whyis alife so dearto the nation, 
exposed tb the repeated assdblts of an exasperated 
rival? " The case supposed in ihe association has now 
happened, the sacred person of bur sovereign has been 
threatened, and why should not an injured people ex¬ 
ecute that just vengeance which they had vowed? 

EHabeih No Sentiments could be more agreeable than 
these to Elizabeth and her mmisterS. They 
the utoMt themselves had at first propagated them ainong 

exUemities - * * ^ a. 1 . 

agoinsther, the peoplc, and they now served Dom as an 
apology and a motive for their proceeding to such ex¬ 
tremities against the Scottish queen as they had long 
meditated. The more numerous the injuries were which 
Elizabeth had heaped oh Mary, the mo?e she feared 
and hated that unhappy queen, and came at last to be , 
persuaded that there could be ho other security for her 
own life, but the death of her rival. Burleigh and 
Walsingham had promoted so zealously all Elizhbefh’s 
measures with regard to Scottish aflairs, and Ited acted 
with so little reserve in opposition to that they 

had-reason te dread the hiost violent eff^ls of her 
resemthiCnt,' if'ever she should ihbunt' thfe throne of 
England. From this additional icoh^idbifhtidn they en- 
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desAro^i^' tiritk the iitoc^>$i^e|^e||^t4dnbin(ler aa 
^ent sQif;^ tQH lIreijaaelves^ B 3 ir crafiinSiDg .iheir ima-. 
ti»ss’«.^eftt trad faaitired':0£' the S^otti&h queen:' -'^l ^■ 
i>. 'Meaaw^le, Mary was guided with uou^tial 
pa*^r5!&c. Tigilanee, and great care was taken’to keep her 
sewed. ignorant of the discovery-of the conspiracy^ 
Sir Thomas Gorges was at last sent from court to ac¬ 
quaint her both odt, and of the imputation with which 
she was loaded as accessary to that crime, and he sur¬ 
prised her with the account just as she had got on horse¬ 
back to ride out along with her keepers. She was 
struck with astonishment, and would have returned to. 
her apartment, but she was not permitted ; and, in her 
absence, her private closet was broke open, her cabinet 
and papers were seized, sealed, and sent up to court. 
Her principal domestics too were arrested, and com¬ 
mitted to different keepers. Naue and Curie, her two 
secretaries, the one a native of France, the other of 
Scotland, were carried prisoners to London. All the 
money in her custody, amounting to little more than 
two thousand pounds, was secured." And, after lead¬ 
ing her about for some days, from one gentleman’s 
house to another, she was conveyed to Fotheringay, a 
strong castle in Northamptonshire.^ , 
liciiberates farther evidence could now be expected 
thr^thod Mary, and nothing remained but to 

of proceed- decide what should be her fate. With regard 
to this, Elizabeth,, and those ministers in whom 
she chieffy confided, seem to have taken their resolu¬ 
tion; but there was still great variety of sentiments 
among her other counsellors. Some thought it suffi¬ 
cient to dismiss all "Mary’s attendants, and to keep her 
under sucih close restraint, as would cut off all pos¬ 
sibility of corresponding with the enemies of the king- 
dew; and as her constitution, broken by long confine¬ 
ment, and her spirit, dejected with so many sorrows. 

See Appendix, No. XLVUI. P Csmd. 517. 
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could not Ion^||M^f>^;8iK!h, m additional leaid, .^> 
qaaen and. nation wd^ soon-. be ^eUveted Ifiom dff 
tlreir fears* Qnititbou^ if might be 'eas; to, secure 
Mary’s own person^ it was impossible ta 'diminish the 
reverence which the Rotaan Catholics had for |ier name, 
or to extfeguish the compassion with which they viewed 
her sufferings; while such sentiments con.tinued> insur¬ 
rections and .invasions would never be wanting for her 
relief, and the only effect of any new rigour would be 
to render these attempts more frequent and more dan¬ 
gerous. For this reascm the expedient was rejected. 

.' . A public and legal trial, though die most 

to try her unexampled, was judged the most unexception- 
pubiicij. method of proceeding; and it had at the 
same time, a semblance of justice, accompanied with 
an air of dignity. It was in vain to search the ancient 
records for any statute or precedent to justify such an 
uncommon step, as the trial of a foreign prince, who 
had not entered the kingdom in arras, but had fled 
thither for refuge. The proceedings against her were 
founded on the act of last parliament, and by applying 
it in this manner, the intention of those who had framed 
that severe statute became more apparent.’ 

Elizabeth resoliped that no circumstance of pomp or 
solemnity should be wanting, which could render this 
transaction such as became the dignity of the person 
to be tried. She appointed, by a commission under 
the great seal, forty persons, the most illustrious in the 
kingdom by their birth or offices, together with five of 
the judges, to hear and decide this great cause. Many 
difficulties were started by the lawyers about the name 
and title by which Mary should be arraigned; and, 
while the essentials of justice were so grossly violated, 
the empty forms of it were the objects of their care. 
They at length agreed that she should be styled '* Mary, 
daughter and heir of James V. late king of Scots, 

1 Camd. 519. Johtut.'Huii. 113. 
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fpwen of 3ccrf»i ^HfJ dowag^ ;,pf 

Fr?iiice,',\*.-. . 

indi^itiea wUcli she had 

fered^ Ha^ coidd no loager doubt but ^at her destruc- 
tfpp ■w;as determined- She expected every momenttp 
end . her. days ^ poison^ or, % some of. those secret 
means usnally.employed, against captiyfe, princes. LCst 
the, malice of her .enemies,,at the sam.e, time that it de¬ 
prived, her of life, shpuld. endeavour likewise to blast 
her reputation, she wrote. ,tp the duke of Guise, and 
vindicated, herself, in the strongest terms, from the im¬ 
putation, of encouraging or of being, accessary to the 
conspiracy fot assassinating Elizabeth.’ In the solitude 
of her prison, strange resolution of bringing her to 
a public trial had not reached her ears, nor did the idea 
of any thing so unprecedented, and so repugnant to 
regal majesty,, once enter into her thoughts. 

Thfe trini of October, the commissioners 

at Foiher- appointed by Elizabeth arrived at Fotheringay. 

Next morning they delivered a letter from their 
sovereign to Maty, in .which, after the bitterest re¬ 
proaches and accusations, she ipformed her, that reg^d 
for the happiness of the nation had at last rendered it 
necessary, to make a public inquiry.jnto her conduct, 
and therefore required her, as she had lived so long 
under thp .protection of the laws of England, to submit 
now to the trial which they ordained to be taken of her 
Um le- crimes. Mary, though surprised at this message, 
fim to* was neither appalled at the. danger? nor unmind- 
p'«^- ful of her own dignity. She protested, in the 
most solemn manner, that she, wasdnnpcent of the crime 
laid to her charge,-■ and had never countenanced any 
attempt against the life tho queen of England; but 
at the same time, refused tp acknowledge the jurisdiction 
o^^r,cpmmissipners., came into the kingdom,” 
said shp,an, independent sovereign, to impjore the 
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- ■ . it 

li^td subject in]^8elf'to her uuthoil^i 
Nor is my^pirit so broken by its past misfortunes, oifSh 
intimida^d jii^tint'^dng^rs,' as to t64ny tiling 

unbecoinihg the majesty of a ctowhdd hetidybr' that 
will disgrace the ancfestors; from whom ! am descended, 
andthe’soti to '«vhom I shall leave my thronei'If 1 must 
be tried, princes alone can. bet my peers. queen- 
of England’s subjects, however noble their birth may 
be, are of a rank inferior to mine. Ever since my 
arrival in this kingdom I have been confined as a pri¬ 
soner. Its laws never afforded me’ any protection; 
Let them not now be perverted in order to take awdy 
my life.” ' . 

The commissioners employed arguments and entrea¬ 
ties to overcome Mary’s resolution. They even tlireat- 
ened to proceed according to ,the forms of law, and to 
pass sentence against her on account of her contumacy 
in refusing to plead; she persisted^ however, for two 
days, to decline their jurisdiction. Ah argument, used 
by Hatton, the vice-chamberlain, at last prevailed. He 
told her, that by avoiding a trial, she injured her own 
reputation, and deprived herself of the onlj opportunity 
of setting her innocence in a clear light; and that no¬ 
thing would be more agreeable to them, or more accept¬ 
able to the queen their mistress, than to.,be convinced, 
by undoubted evidence, that she had been' unjustlylbad- 
ed with foul aspersions. 

Consents No wonder pretexts so plausible should impose 

however on the unwary queen, or that she, unassisted 
“^t that time by any hiend or counsellor, should 
notbd ahle to detect and elude all the artifices of Eliza¬ 
beth’s ablest ministers. In a situshion equally melan¬ 
choly, and under circumstances nearly similat, her grand¬ 
son, Charles I. refused, with the utmost, ferihness, to 
acknowledge the usurped jurigdiction of thehigh court 
of justice;' and posterity has approved his conduct, as 
suitable to the dignity of a king. If Mary was less con- 
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stant in her resoktion, it must be alinpated solely to her 
anxious desire bf'vihdicating her own hcswiiwr. 

'At her appearance before thejudgas, who were 
seated in the great hall of the casde, where they 
received her with much ceremony, she took care to 
protest, that by condescending to’hear and to give an 
answer to the accusations which should be brought, 
against her, she neither acknowledged the jurisdiction 
ofthe court, nor admitted the validity and justice of those 
acts by which they pretended’to try her. 

The chancellor, by a counter-protestation, endeavour¬ 
ed-to vindicate the authority of the court. 

The accu- Then Elizabeth’s attorney and solicitor opened 

the charge against her, with all the circum- 
stances of the late conspiracy. Copies of Mary’s 
letters to Mendoza, Babington, Englefield, and Paget, 
were produced. Babington’s confession, those of Bal¬ 
lard, Savage, and the other conspirators, together with 
thed(eolarations of Naub and Curie, her secretaries, were 
read, ahd the whole ranged in the most specious order 
which the art of the laJwyers could devise, and height¬ 
ened by every colour their eloquence could add. 

Mary listened to their harangues attentively, and 
without emotion. But at the mention of the earl of 
Arundel’s name, who was then confined in the Tower, 
shebroke outintothis tender and generous exclamation; 
“ Alas, how much has the noble house of Howard suf¬ 
fered for my sake!” ‘ 

When the queen’s counsel had finished, Mary stood 
up, and with great magnanimity, and equal presence of 
mind, began her defence. She bewailed the uilhappi- 
ness of her ovvn situation, thataftera captivi^ of nine¬ 
teen years, during which she bad suffered treatment no 
less cruel thmi unmerited, she was at tet loaded with 
an accusation, which tended not only to rob her of her 
r^ht of succession, and to deptiveher of life itself, but 
*to transmit her name with infamy to future ages ; that. 
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without regarding the sacred rights of sovereignty, she 
was now subjcrcted to laws framed against private per¬ 
sons ; though an anointed‘queen, commanded to appear 
before the tribunal of subjects; *«,nd, like a common cri¬ 
minal, her honour exposed to the petulant tongues of 
lawyers, capable of wresting her words, and of misre¬ 
presenting her actions : that, even in this dishonourable 
situation, she was denied the privileges usually granted 
to criminals, and obliged to undertake her own defence, 
without the presence of any friend with whom to advise, 
without the aid of counsel, and without the use of her 
own papers. 

She then proceeded to the particular articles in the 
accusation. She absolutely denied any correspondence 
with Babington or Ballard: copies only of her pretend¬ 
ed letters to them were produced; though nothing less 
than her handwriting or subscription was sufficient to 
convict her of such an odious crime; no proof could be 
brought that their letters were delivered into her hands, 
or that any answer was returned by her direction; the 
confessions of wretches condemned and executed for 
such a detestable action, were of little weight ; fear or 
hope might extort from them many things inconsistent 
with truth, nor ought the honour of a queen to be stain¬ 
ed by such vile testimony. The declaration of her se¬ 
cretaries was not more conclusive; promises and threats 
might easily overcome the resolution of two strangers; 
in order to screen themselves, they might throw the 
blame on her; but they could discover nothing to her 
prejudice, without violating, in the first place, the oath 
of fidelity which they had sworn to her; and their per¬ 
jury, in one instance, rendered them'unworthy of credit 
in another: the letters to the Spanish ambassador were 
either nothin^more than copies, or contained only what 
vV^as perfectly innocent: “ I have often,”'continued.she, 
“ made such efforts for the recovery of my liberty, as 
are natural to a human creature. Convinced,’ by the 
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sad experieoc^^ sd^^ny ye^s, that it was vain to 
ewect. it frorai-i^jjis^iqeor geneirosity of fee queen of 
Engird, J ihaye. frequently. solicited, Ibreign princes, 
and called hpoo. all nfefriends to employ; their whole 
interest for my i^ief. * .have Idtewise endeavoured to 
procure fer the.^glish Coolies some mitigation of 
the rigour witi' ^hich they are now treated; andif I 
could hope, by my death, to deliver timm from oppres¬ 
sion, I am willing to die foi their sake.. 1 wish, however, 
to imitate the example of Esther, not of Judith, and 
would«rtdhermake intercession for my people, than shed 
the blood of tiie meanest creature, m ordw to save them. 
1 have often checked the intemperate zeal of my adhe¬ 
rents, wh^ eitherjthe Severity of their own persecutions, 
or indigaktion at the unheard-of injuries which I have 
endured, were apt to precipitate them into violent coun¬ 
sels. I have even warned tne^iieen of dangers to which 
these harsh proceedings exposed herself. And worn 
out, as. I now am, with cares and sufferings, ihe pros¬ 
pect of a crown is not sb'inviting, that I should ruin my 
soul in order to obtain it. 1 am no stranger to the feel- 
iogs of humanity! nor unacquainted with the duties of 
religion, and abhor the detestable crime of assassination, 
as equally repugnantto both. A.nd, if ever I have given 
consent by my words, or even by thoughts, to any 
attempt against the life of the queen of En^^land, far 
from declining the judgment of men, I shall not even 
pray for the mercy of God.”‘ ^ ^ 

Two different days did Mary appeftr before the judges, 
and m every part of her behaviour maintained the 
magnanimity of a queen, tempered with the gentleness 
and inddesty of a woman. , . * 

Sentence The commissioners, by. Hizabeth’s express 
command, adjourned, yriiout pronouncing any 
Oct*.5. sentence, to the star-chamber in Westminster. 
Whmi assembled in that place^ Nauk and Curie were 

t Cund. 520, See. 
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brought inhi' court, atid confitoked th^r former decla¬ 
ration upon dath; and after reviewing all their proceed¬ 
ings, .the commissioners unanimously defclared Mary 
“ to be acpeSsary to Babington’s conspiracy, and to 
have imagined divers matters fending to the huft, death, 
and destruction of Elizabeth, contrary to the .express 
words of the statute made for the security of the queen’s 
life.”" 

^ .. It is no easy matter to determine whether the in- 

Inegulari- . . , . , , , . t ''' - • • ■■’i 

ties in the justice in appointing this trial, or the irregula- 
rity in conducting it, Were greatestand most fla¬ 
grant. By what right did Elizabeth claim authority over 
an independent qfleen T Was Ma,iy bound to comply with 
thelaws of a foreign kingdom? How could the subjects of 
another prince become her judges ? or, if such an insult 
on royalty were allowed, q.Ught not the common forms 
of justice to have been observed ? If the testimony of 
Babington and his associates were so explicit, why did 
not Elizabeth spare them foi^ a, few weeks; and by con¬ 
fronting them with Mary, overwhelm her with the full 
conviction of her crimes? Nnu^ and Curie were both 
alive; wherefore did not they ^pe'ar at Fofheringay, and 
for what reason were they produced in the star-chamber, 
where Mary was not present to hear wiiat they deposed ? 
Was this suspicious evidence enough, to condemn a 
queen ? Ought the meanest criminal to have been found 
guilty upon such feeble and inconclusive proofs? 

It was* not, however, on the evidence produced at 
her trial, that the sentence against Mary was founded. 
That' served jyi^ipfetence to justify,' but was not the 
cause of the violent steps taken by Elizabeth and her 
ministers towards her destruction ; and was' employed 
to give some appearance of justice to whafwas the pflf- 
spring of jeafehsy and fear. The nation; blinded with 
resentment against Mary, and solicitous to secure the 
life of its own sovereign from every danget, observed 

“ Camd.'525^ 
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no irregularltiea^in theproceedingsi, and attended to no 
defects in the proofi but grasped at the suspicions and 
probabilities, as if they had been irrefragable demon¬ 
strations. 

The periu. The parliamentmet a few days after sentence 

fom the” was pronounced against Mary. In that illus- 
sehtence, trious assembly more temper and discernment 
than are to be found among the people might have 
been expected. Both lords and commons, however, 
were equally under the dominion of popular preju¬ 
dices and passions, and .the same excess of zeal, or 
of fear, which, prevailed in the nation, are apparent in, 
all their proceedings. They entered' with impatience 
upon an inquiry into the conspiracy, and the danger 
which threatened the queen’s life, as well as the peace 
of the kingdom. All the papers which had been pro¬ 
duced at Fotheringay were laid before them ; and, 
after many violent invectives against the queen of Scots, 
both houses unanimously ratified .the proceedings of the 
commissioners by whom she had been tried, and de¬ 
clared the sentence against her to be just and well- 
and’de-' founded. Not4atisfi.ed with this, they pre- 
s®nted a jointaddress to the queen, beseeching 
of it. as she regarded her own safely, the preser¬ 

vation the Protestant religion, the welfare and wishes 
of her ^ople, to publish the sentence; and, without 
farther delay, to inflict on a rival, no less irreclaimable 
than dangerous, thepunishment which she had merited 
by so iKtany crimes. This request, dictated by fears 
unwo^diy<of that great assembly, was enforced by rea- 
sonS'^ill more unworthy. They were drawn, not from 
justice, but from conveniency. The most rigorous 
confinement, it was pretended, could not curb Mary’s 
intriguing spirit; her address was found, by long ex¬ 
perience, to be an overmatch, for the vigilance and 
jealousy of all her keepers; the severest penal laws 
could not restrain her adherents, who, while they be- 
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lieved her to be sacred,t^<)uld de^e any danger 
to which di^selvea done were exposed ; several fo¬ 
reign princes were ready to second their e^pempts, and 
waited only ..;a proper' opportunity'for invading the 
kingdom, aDa^assertfeg the Scottish qiieen’dtitre to the 
crown; Her life, they cohtended^ Was, for these rea¬ 
sons, incompatible with Elizabeth’s safety j aOd if she 
were spared otit of a false cl|meacy, the queen’s per¬ 
son, the religion and libertiesof the kingdom, could not 
be one moment secure. Necessity, required that she 
should be sacrificed in order to preserve these ; and to 
prove this sacrifice to be no less just than necessary, 
several examples in history were produced, and many 
texts of Scripture quoted'; but both the ope and the 
other were misapplied, and distorted from their true 
meaning. 

Elizabeth*! Nothing, however, could be more acceptable 
direimuia- to Elizabeth, than an address in this strain. It 
, Jextricated her out of a situation extremely em¬ 
barrassing ; and, without depriving her of the power 
of sparing, it enabled her to punish her rival with less 
appearance of blame. If shfe chose the fermer, fie 
whole honour would redound to her own clemency. If 
she determined on the latter, whatever was rigorous 
might now seem, to be extorted by the solicitations of 
her people, rather than to flow from her own inclina¬ 
tion. Her answer, however, was in a style , which she 
often used, ambiguous and evasive, under the appear¬ 
ance of openness and candour; full of such professions'^^- 
of regard for her people, as served to heighten their 
loyalty; of such complaints of Maiy’s ingratitiid^ as 
were calculated to excite their indignation; and of such 
insinuations that her own life was in danger, as could 
not fail to keep alive their fears. In the end, she be¬ 
sought them to save her the infamy and tlie pain of 
delivering up a queen, her nearest kinswoman, to pu¬ 
nishment ; and to consider whether it might not still be' 

. tc 9 
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pos^le to provide for tiie'’ public security, without 
forcing li6r to imbruh her hands in royal blood. 

The tnie meaning of this,repljj, was easily understood. 
The lords and commons renewed their former request 
vf'ith .addifeonal importunity, which was far from being 
either unexpected or ofifehsive. Elizabeth did not re¬ 
turn any answer more explicit; and having obtained 
sucll a public sanction of her proceedings, there was no 
longer any reason for protracting this scene of dissimu¬ 
lation ; there -was even some danger that her feigned 
difficulties might at last be treated as real ones; she 
therefore prorogued the parliament, and reserved in her 
own hands the sole disposal of her rival’s fate.* 

France in- prfnces in Europe observed the pro- 

terposes cc^diugs against Mary with astonishment and 
btllSflf horror; and even Henry III., notwithstanding 
his known aversion to the house of Guise, was 
obliged to interpose on her behalf, and to appear in de¬ 
fence of the common rights of royalty. Aubespihe, his 
resident ambassador, and Bellievre, who was sent with 
an extraordinary commission to the same purpose, in¬ 
terceded ftr Mary with great appearance of warmth. 
They employed all the arguments which the cause na¬ 
turally suggested .; they pleaded from justice, from gene¬ 
rosity, and.humanity; they intermingled reproaches and 
threats: 'but to all these Elizabeth continued deaf and 
inexorable; and having received some intimation of 
Henryreal, unconcern about the fate of the Scottish 
queenr^nd knowing his antipathy to all the race of 
Guise, she trusted that these loud remonstrances would 
be fallowed' by no violent resentment.^ 

James en- greater regard to the solicita- 

tions of the Scottish king, which, as they 
TOthefs were urged with greater sincerity, merited 
more attention. Though her commissioners 
^ad be^extremely careful to soothe James, by publish- 

* Csmd. 526. D’Ewes, 375. ' J Canid. 531. 
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ing a declaration that their lientence against Marysdid, 
in no degree, derogate from hiS honour, or invalidate 
any title which he formerly possessed; he beheld the 
indignities tp, which his mother had been exposed with 
filial concern, and with the sentiments which<bec^e a 
king. The pride of the Scottish natibn was routed by 
the insult offered to the blood of their monarchs, and 
called upon him to employ the most vigorous efforts, in 
order to prevent or to revenge,the qtieen’s death* 

At first, he could hardly believe that Elizabeth would 
venture upon an action so unprecedented, which tended' 
so visibly to render the persons of princes less sacred 
in the eyes of the people, and which degraded tlie regal 
dignity, of which, at other times, she was so remark¬ 
ably jealous. But as soon as the extraordinary steps 
which she took discovered her intention, he dispatch¬ 
ed Sir William Keith to London, who, together with 
Douglas, his ambassador in ordinary, remonstrated, 
in the strongest terms, against the injury done- to an 
independent queen, in subjecting her to be tried like, a 
private person, and by laws to, which she owed no,obe- 
dience;, and besought Elizabeth not to add to'this 
injury by suffering a sentence unjust in itself, as well 
as dishonourable to. the king of Scots, to be put^.into 
execution.’’ 

Elizabeth returning no answer to these remonstrances* 
of his ambassador, James wrote to her with his own 
hand, complaining in the bitterest terms of her conduct, 
not without threats that both his duty and his^^onour 
would oblige him to renounce her friendship^ and to 
act as became a son when called to revenge his 
wrongs/ At the same time he assembled the hdlnes, 
who promised to stand by him in so good a cadse. He 
appointed ambassadors to France, Spain, .and Denniark, 
in order to implore the aid of these courts; and toqk 

' See Append. No, XLIX. Murdiii, ;>73, &c. Bircb, Mem^'^'AS. 
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D«Ci 6. 
The sen^ 
teiice 


r^ly< Bu^t his^ii^^tioDs fiairUed^^ 
'^baisreSsed bar <in1nister8,titiid at their' entr^dy 
Turned A soft And ^msire ansWei', promising to listen 
to any overture iltom the king, that tended to his mother’s 
safety;, and to Suspend toe execution of the sentence, 
until the arriV^ df'new ambassadors from Scotland.'’ 

; Meanwhile, she commanded the sentence 
^against' Mary to be published, and forgot not 
MSiy’pub- inform the people, that ^is was extorted 
Kshed. from her by the repeated entreaty of both houses 

of parliaiiteht.- At toe same time, she dispatched lord 
Buckbnrst and Beale to acquaint Mary with the sen¬ 
tence, and how importunately the nation demanded the 
execution of it; and though she had not hitherto yielded 
to these solicitations, she advised her to prepare for an 
event which miight become necessary for securing toe 
Protestant religibn, as well as quieting the minds of the 
people. Mary received the message not only without 
symptoms of fear, but with ^expressions of triumph. 

No wonder;^ said she, t^ English should now 
thirst for toe blood of a foreign prince, they have often 
offered violence to their own monarchs. But after so 
many sufferings, death comes to me as a welcome deli- 
I am proud to think that my life is deemed of 


verer. 

importance to toe Catholic religion, and as a martyr 
for it I am now willing to die.”' . > 

5 , After toe publication of the sentence, Mary 
^ttuhe stripped of every remaining mark of royal- 
otmost iy. The canopy of state in her apartment was 
pulled-down; Paulet entered her chamber, and 
approached her person.^vritoout any ceremony; and 
even appeared covered: in toer presence. - Shocked 
jEith t^e indignities* and offended at this gross 

■> Sputkw. 5.il. Cald. iv. 5. ' '<^Camd.SS8. Jebb, 391. 
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famiUtiijly^io> hid been^ eccastoiaed, 

Mai 7 Qli 66 mbre complaihld’'to E^abeth; and, 
.' at the..same time, aa bee entreated 

that,she would penmt'herservanlBtbcarryher dead body 
into France, tQ be laid ainong her ancestom in hallowed 
ground; that some of her domestics might be present at 
her death, to bear witness of her innoceime, and firm 
adherence to the Catholic faith.; that all her servants 
might be suffered to leave the kingdom, and to enjoy 
tiiose small legacies which she should bestow on them, 
as testimonies of her affection; and that, in the mean, 
time, her. almoner, or some other Catholic priest; might 
be allowed to attend her, and to assist her in preparing 
for an eternal world. She besought her, in the name 
of Jesus, by the soul and memory of Henry VII., their 
common progenitor, by thpir consanguinity, and the 
royal dignity with which they were both invested, to 
gratify her in these particulars, and to indulge her so 
far as to signify her compliance by a letter under her 
own hand. Whether Mary’s letter was ever delivered 
to Elizabeth, is uncertain. No answer was returned, 
and no regard paid to her requests. She was offered 
a Protestant bishop or dean to attend her. Them she 
rejected, and without any clergyman to direct her de¬ 
votions, she prepared, in great tranquillity, for the ap¬ 
proach of death, which she now believed to be at no 
great distance.'* 

^ 587 , James, without losing a moment, sent new 
^‘^bassadors to London. These were the mas- 
soiicita- ter of Gray, and Sir Robert-Melvil. In order 
hCTtehaif. to remove Elizabeth’s fears, they offered that 
their master would become bound that no con¬ 
spiracy should be undertaken against her person, or the 
peace of the kingdom, with Mary’s copsent; and for 
the faithful performance of this, would deliver some 
of the most considerable of the Scottish nobles as hos- 
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tage^... tfcis were, not thought the^; pro¬ 

posed that MWy should resiga ^l hor tighfe aud pre¬ 
tensions to her, son, frOm whom nothing injurious to 
the Protestant religion, or inconsistent with Elizabeth’s, 
safety, .qould be feared. The former proposal Elieabetih 
rejected , as insecure j the latter, as dangerous. The 
ambassadors were then ihstrueted*;to talk in a higher 
tone; and Melvil,.execnted the commission with fidelity 
and with zeal. ; But Gray; with hb usual perfidy, de¬ 
ceived his master, who trusted, him with a negotiation 
of so much importance, and betrayed the queen whom 
he was employed to save. He encouraged and urgod 
Elizabeth to execute the sentence against her rival. He 
often repeated the old proverbial sentence, “The dead 
cannot bite.” And whatever should happen, he under¬ 
took to pacify the king’s rage, or at least to prevent 
any violent effects of his resentment.® 

Kiwabeih's Elizabeth, meanwhile, discovered all the 
du*«lmiiia'- symptoms of the most violent agitation and 
disquietudeof mind. She shunned society, she 
was often found in a melancholy and musing posture, 
and repeating with much emphasis these sentences, 
which she borrowed from some of the devices then in 
vogue; Autfer autferi; ne feriare, feri. Much, no 
doubt, of this apparent uneasiness must be imputed 
to dissimulation ; it was impossible, however, that a 
princess, naturally so cautious as Elizabeth, should 
venture on an action, which might expose her memory 
to infamy, and her life and kingdom to dangw, with¬ 
out reflecting deeply, and hesitating long. The people 
waited her determination in suspense and anxiety; and 
lest their fear or their zeal should subside, rumours of 
danger were artfully invented and propagated with the 
utmost industry. Aubespine, the French ambassador, 
was accused of having suborned an assassin to murder 
the queen. The Spanish fleet vras said by some to be 

» Spotsw. 3oa. Mutdin, 568. See App. No. L. 
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alrettdl^^rrived ..Qthers affirmed'that 

the‘‘d«ke c^.Ghiisfti'had landed wijh a i^pHg a,riny in 
Sussex. Now, it #®s’ reported tKat the noifthem -coun- 
ti^ were up fin arme.j next day,'that die Scdts had , 
entered’ Engird with all their foifees ; and a vcoaspi. 
racy, it'was whispeited, was on foot, for seizihg the 
queen and bdtnirig the city. The panic grew every day 
more violent; and the people, astonished and enraged, 
called'for the exectttion of the sentence, against Mary, 
as the Only thing which could restore tranquillity to the 
kingdora'.*^ 

While these sentiments prevailed among her sub¬ 
jects, Elizabeth thought she might safely venture to 
strike the blow which she had so long meditated. 
Warrant She Commanded Davison, one of the secretaries 
of state, to bring to her the fatal warrant; and 
Fib'i' behaviour on that occasion plainly shewed, 
that it is not to humanity that we must ascribe 
her forbearance hitherto. At the very moment she was 
signing the writ which,gave up a woman, a queen, and 
her own nearest relation, into the hands of the execu¬ 
tioner, she was capable of jesting. “ Go,’’ says she to 
Davison, “ and tellWalsingham what I have now done, 
though I am afraid he will die for grief when he hears 
it.” Her chief anxiety was how to secure the advan¬ 
tages which would arise from Mary’s death, without 
appearing to have given her consent to a deed so 
odious. She often hinted to Paulet and Drury, as well 
as to some other courtiers, that now was the time to 
discover the sincerity of their concern for her safety, 
and that she expected their zeal woyld extricate her out 
of her present perplexity.' But they were wise enough 
to seem not to understand her meaning. Even after 
the warrant was signed, she commanded a‘ letter to be 
written to Paulet in less ambiguous terms, complaining 
of his remissness in sparing so long the life of her ca- 

f Cauib. 533, 534. 
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pital enemy, aad be^ing him'to remeibber at last what 
wasr incumbeat on 'fadm as ap affectionate sul^ect, as 
well as what he was bound to do by the oath ofasso- 
diation^ and to deliver his i»>ve.reign from continual 
fear and danger, by shortening the days of his prisoner. 
Paulet, though: rigorous and harsh, and often brutal in 
the discharge of yrhat he thought his duty, as Mary’s 
keeper, was nevertheless a man of honour and inte¬ 
grity. • He rejected the proposal with disdain j and la¬ 
menting that he should ever have been deemed capa¬ 
ble of acting the part of an assassin, he declared that 
the queen might dispose of his life at her pleasure, but 
that he would never stain his own honour, nqr leave 
an everlasting mark of infamy on his posterity, by lend¬ 
ing his hand to perpetrate so foul a crime. On the 
receipt of this letter, Elizabeth became extremely pee¬ 
vish; and calling him a dainty and precwe fellow, whp 
would promise much but. perform nothing, she pro¬ 
posed to employ one Wingfield, who had both courage 
juid inclination to strike the blow.* But Davison re¬ 
monstrating against this, as a deed dishonourable in 
itself, and of dangerous example, she again declared 
her intention that the sentence pronounced by the 
commissioners should be executed according to law; 
and as she had already signed the warrant, she begged 
that no farther application might be made to her on 
that head. By this, the privy-counsellors thought them¬ 
selves sufficiently authorized to proceed; and prompt¬ 
ed, as they pretended, by zeal for the queen’s safety, or 
instigated, as is more probable, by the apprehension of 
the danger to whiclj they would theihselves be exposed, 
if the life of the queep of Scots were spared, they as¬ 
sembled in the council-chamber; and by a letter under 
all their handsj empowered the earls of Shrewsbury and 
Kent, together with the high sheriff of the county, to 
s|e the sentence put in execution.'' 

c Biog. Britu. article Datiiian. ■' Canid. i34, Str;pe, 9t. S61. S64. 
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Muj’t bi- On Tuesday the 7th of Februaiy, the . two 
baviiurtt earls amyed at Fotherkigay, and demanded 
her death, ^ccess ,to the quc^ read in her presence the 
warnrttt for execution, and required, her to prepare to 
dien^xt mOimng. Mary heard diem to the end with¬ 
out emotioh, and crossing herself in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghostj: That 
sold,’' said, she, “ is not worthy thsh joys of hehven, 
which repines because the body must endure the stroke 
of the executioner; and though I did not expect that 
the queen-of Englmid would s^ the first example of 
violating the sacred person of a sovereign prince, I 
willingly submit to that which Providence has decreed 
to be my lot;” and laying her hand on a Bible, which 
happened to be near her, she solemnly protested that 
she was innocent of that conspiracy which Babington 
had carried on against Elizabeth’s life/ She then men¬ 
tioned the requests contained in her letter to Elizabeth, 
but obtained no satisfactory answer. She entreated, 
with particular earr\estaess, that now in her last mo¬ 
ments her almoner might be suffered to attend her, and 
that she might enjoy die consolation of those pious in¬ 
stitutions prescribed by her religion. Even this favour, 
which is usually granted to the vilest criminal, was ab¬ 
solutely denied. 

Her attendants, during this conversation, were bathed 
in tears, and though overawed.by the presence of the 
two earls, with difficulty suppressed their anguish ; but 
no sooner did Kent and Shrewsbury withdraw, than 
they ran to their , mistress, and burst out into the most 
passionate expressions of tenderness and sorrow. Mary, 
however, not only retained pejfect composure of mind 
herself, but endeavoured to moderate theur excessive 
grief; and falling on her knees wiffi all her domestics 
round her, she thanked Heaven that her sufferings were 
now so near an end, and prayed that she might be.en- 

* Jebb, ii. 301. 
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abled to endure what still remained with decency and 
with fortitude. The greater part of the evening she 
employed in settling her worldly affairs. She wrote 
her testament with her own hand. Her money, , her 
jewels, and her clothes, she distributed among her ser¬ 
vants, according to their.rank or merit. She wrote a 
short letter to the king of France, and another to the 
duke of Guise, full of tender but magnanimous senti¬ 
ments, and recommended her soul to their prayers, and 
her afflicted servants to their protection. At supper 
she ate temperately, as usual, and conversed not,only 
with ease, but with cheerfulness; she drank to every 
one of her servants, and asked their forgiveness, if ever 
she had failed in any part of her duty towards them. 
At her wonted time she went to bed, and slept calmly 
a few hours. Early in the morning she retired into her 
closet, and employed a considerable time in devotion. 
At eight o’clock the high sheriff and his officers entered 
her chamber, and found her still kneeling at the altar. 
She immediately started up, and, with a majestic mien, 
and a countenance undismayed, and even cheerful, 
advanced towards the place of eJtecution, leaning on 
two of Paulet’s attendants. She was dressed in a 
mourning habit, but with an elegance and splendour 
which she had long laid aside, except on a few festival 
days. An Agnus Dei hung by a pomander chain at 
her neck; her beads at her girdle;' and in her hand she 
carried a crucifix of ivory. At the bottom of the stairs 
the two earls, attended by several gentlemen from the 
neighbouring counties, received her; and there Sir An¬ 
drew Melvil, the master of her household, who had been 
secluded for some weeks from her presence, was per- 
"mitted tq take his last farewell. At the sight of a mis¬ 
tress whom he; tenderly loved, in such a situation, he 
melted into tears; and as he was bewailing her. condi¬ 
tion, and complaining of his own hard fate, in being 
a'i)pointed to carry the account of such a mournful event 
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into Scotland, replied, “Weep not, good Mtslvil, 

there is at present great catise for rejoicing. Thou shalt 
this day see Mary Stewart delivered from all her cares, 
and such an end put to her tedious bufferings, as she 
has long expected.. Bear witness that I die constant 
in my religioii; firm in my fidelity towards Scotland ; 
and unchanged in my affection to France. Commend 
me to my son. Tell him I have done nothing injurious 
■to his kingdom, to his honour, or to his rights ; and 
God forgive all those who have thirsted, withoutJcause, 
for my blood.” 

With much djfiiculty, and after many entreaties, she 
prevailed on the two earls to allow Melvil, together 
with ihree of her men servants and two of her maids, 
to attend her to the scaffold. It was erected in the 
same hall where she had been tried, raised a little above 
the floor, and covered, as well as a chair, the cushion, 
and block, with black cloth. Mary mounted the steps 
with alacrity, beheld all this apparatus of death with 
an unaltered countenance, and signing herself with the 
cross, she sat down in the chair. Beale read the war¬ 
rant for execution with a loud voice, to which she lis¬ 
tened with a careless air, and like one occupied in other 
thoughts. Then the dean of Peterborough began a 
devout discourse, suitable to her present condition, and 
offered up prayers to Heaven in her behalf; but she 
declared that she could not in conscience hearken to 
the one, nor join with the other; and kneeling down, 
repeated a Latin prayer. When the dean had finished 
his devotions, she, with an audible voice, and in the 
English tongue, recommended unto God the afflicted 
state of the church, and prayed'for prosperity to her 
son, and for a long life and peaceable reign to Eliza¬ 
beth. She declared that she hoped for mercy only 
through the death of Christ, at the foot of whose image 
she now willingly shed her blood ; and lifting up and 
kissing the crucifix, she thus addressed it: “ As thy 
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arms, O Jesus, were extepded on the cross ; so with 
the outstretched arms of thy mercy rece^ me, and 
forgive-myJsins.” . , , ' . 

§he then prepared for the block, by taking off. her 
veil and upp^ garments ; and one of the executioners 
rudely endeavourihg-to assist, she gently checked him, 
and said with a smile, that she had not been accustomed 
to undress before so many spectators, nor to be served 
by such valets. With calm but undaunted fortitude, 
she laid her neck on the block; and while one.execu¬ 
tioner held her hands, the other, at the second stroke, 
cut off her head, which falling out of its attire, disco¬ 
vered her hair already grown quite gray with cares and 
sorrows. The executioner held it up still sti'eaming 
with blood, and the dean crying out, “ So perish all 
queen Elizkbeth’s enemies,” the earl of Kent alone an- 
strered “Amen.” The rest of the spectators continued 
silent, and drowned in tears; being incapable, at that 
moment, of any other sentiments but those of pity or 
admiration.’' 

Seatiments Such was the tragical death of Mary, queen 
TOowrm'ng’ of Scots, after a life of forty-four years and two 
**"• months, almost nineteen years of which she 
passed in captivity. The political parties which were 
formed in the kingdom, during her reign, have subsisted 
under various denominations ever since that time. The 
rancour with which they were at first animated, hath 
descended to succeeding ages, and their prejudices, as 
well as their rage, have been perpetuated, and even 
^u^ented.. Among historians, who were under the 
dominion of all these passions, and who have either 
ascribed to her every virtuous and amiable quality, or 
have imputed to her all the vices of which the human 
heart is susceptible, we search in vain for Mary’s real 
character. She neither merited the exaggerated praises 

y ■ . 
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of the one, nor the undistinguished censure of the 
other. 

Her cha- all the charms of beauty, a^d the utmost 

racier. ;elegance of external form, she added those ac¬ 
complishments which render their impression irresisti¬ 
ble. Polite, affable, insinuating, sprightly, iujd capa¬ 
ble of speaking and of writing with equal ease and* 
dignity. Sudden, however, and violent in all her at¬ 
tachments ; because her heart was warm and unsuspi¬ 
cious. Impatient of contradiction; because she had 
been accustomed from her infancy to be treated as a 
queen. No stranger, on some occasions, to dissimula¬ 
tion ; which, in that perfidious court where«he received 
her education, was reckoned among the necessary arts • 
of government. Not insensible of flattery, or uncon¬ 
scious of that pleasure with which almost every woman 
beholds the influence of her own beauty. Formed with 
the qualities which we love-, not with the talents that 
we admire; she was an agreeable woman, rather than 
an illustrious queen. The vivacity of her spirit, not 
sufficiently tempered with sound judgment, and the 
warmth of her heart, which was not at all times under 
the restraint of discretion, betrayed her both into errors 
and into crimes. To say that she was always unfortu¬ 
nate, will not account for that long and almost uninter¬ 
rupted succession of calamities which befel her; we 
must likewise add, that she was often imprudent. Her 
passion for Damley was rash, youthful, and excessive; 
and though the sudden transition to the opposite ex¬ 
treme, was the natural effect of her ill-requited love^ < 
and of his ingratitude, insolence, and brutality; yet* 
neither these, nor Bothwell’s artful address aiul impor¬ 
tant services, can justify her attachment to that nobler 
man. Even the manners of the age, licentious as they 
were, are no apology for this unhappy passion; nor-can 
they induce us to look on that tragical and infamous 
scene which followed upon it with less abhorrence. ‘ 
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Huraanity .vrilldiiw a,veil over this part of her character 
cs&mot apijf os^,aad may, perhaps,promptsome 
lo pf hCT actions to her.sitiiatioD,.i|ior.e than 

to her dlbpoB^ions; and to lament the unbappjaess of 
. the/oimer, fethejj than accuse the perverseness of the 
l^^r. .Mary’s sufferings exceed, both, in degree and 
^n duration,-t^ose tragical distresses which fancy has 
feigned to excite sorrow and i;ommiseration; and while 
we survey them, we are apt altogether to forget her 
frailties, we think of her faults with less indignation, 
and apprpve of our tears, as if they were shed for a 
person who had attained much nearer to pure virtue. 

WUh regard to the queen’s, person, a circumstance 
not to be omitted in writing ^e history of a female 
reign, all contemporary authors agree in ascribing to 
Mary the utmost beauty of countenancej and elegance 
pf shape, of which the human form is capable. Her 
hair was black, though, according to the fashion of that 
age, she frequently wore borrowed locks, and of dif¬ 
ferent colours. Her eyes vyere a dark gray; her com¬ 
plexion was exquisitely fine; and her hands and arms 
remarkably delicate, both as to shape and colour. Her 
stature was of an height that rose to the majestic. She 
danced, she walked, apd rode with equal grace. Her 
taste for mqsic was just, and she both sung and played 
upon the lute with uncommon skill. Towards the end 
■of her life, long confinement, and the coldness of the 
houses in which she had been imprisoned, brought on 
a rheumatism, which often deprived her of the use of 
her limbs. No man, says Brantpme, ever beheld her 
'person without admiration and love, or will read her 
history without sorrow. 

None of her women were suffered^ to come near her 
dead body, Wfiiich was carried into.a room adjoining to 
the place of execution, where it lay for some days, 
covered with a coarse cloth torn from a billiard-table. 
The block, the .scaffold^ the aprons of the executioners, 
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and every thing stained with Hct blood, VKere rediiced 
to ashes. Not Iqiig after, Elizabkb.appoint her body 
to be buried in the cathedral of Petirborougb with 
royal inagnificence. , Bht this vulgar aMfice was em¬ 
ployed in .yain; the pageantry of a' ppmpouS funeral 
did not eftace the memory of ^ose injuries which'laid 
Mary in her grave. James, soon after his accession to 
the English throne, ordered her body to be removed to 
Westminster-abbey, and to be deposited among the 
monarchg of England. 

Eiizabotii Elizabeth affected to receive the accounts of 
afiects to Mary’s death with the most violent emotions of 

Inmeot . i «■ , - 

Mar/a Surprise and concern. Sighs, tears, lamenta- 

tions, and mourning, were all employed to dis-> 
play the reality and greatness of her sorrow. Evident 
marks of dissimulation and artifice maybe traced through 
evety»period of Elizabeth’s proceedings against the life 
of the Scottish queen. The commission for bringing 
Mary to a public trial was seemingly extorted from her. 
by the entreaties of her privy-counsellors. She delayed 
publishing the sentence against her till she Was twice 
solicited by both houses of parliament. Nor did she 
sign the warrant for execution without the utmost ap¬ 
parent reluctance. One scene more of the boldest and 
most solemn deceit remained to be exhibited. She un¬ 
dertook to make the world believe that Mary had been 
put to death without her knowledge, and against her 
will. Davison, who neither suspected her intention nor 
his own danger, was her instrument in carrying on this 
artifice, and fell a victim to it. 

It was his duty, as secretary of state, .to lay before 
her the warrant for execution, in order to be si^ed; 
and, by her command, he carried it to jthe gr^t seal. 
She pretended, however, that she had charged him not 
to communicate what she had done to any person, nor 
to suffer the warrant to go out of his hands, without 
her express peimission; that, in contempt of this order. 


T 



146 SCOTLAND. [W|7. 

Iie'ha4 ik)t. only revealed the matter to Several of her 
ministers^ btit had, m concert with them, tussembled her 
privy-connsellegs, by. whom', without her'consent or 
knowledge, thi^'warrant was issued, and the earls of 
Shrewsbury and iCent empowered to put it in execu¬ 
tion. Though Davison ^nied all this,-and* with cir¬ 
cumstances which bear the stiongest marks of truth 
and credibility; though it can scarcdy be conceived 
tiiat her privy-conncil, composed of the persons in 
whom she most confided, of her ministers and favour- 
iteSj would assemble within the walls of her'palace, and 
venture to transact a matter of so much importance 
without her privity, and contrary to her inclination; 
yet so far did she carry her dissimulation, that with all 
the signs of displeasure and of rage, she banished most 
* of her counsellors out of her presence; and treated 
Burleigh, in particular, so harshly, and with such marks 
of disgust, that he gave himself up for lost, and in the 
deepest affliction wrote to the queen, begging leave to 
resign all his places, that he might retire to his own 
estate. Davison she instantly deprived of his office, and 
March committed him a close prisoner to the Tower. 

He was soon after brought to a solemn trial in 
the star-chamber, condemned to pay a fine of ten thou¬ 
sand pounds, and to be imprisoned during the queen’s 
pleasure. He languished several years in confinement, 
and never recovered any degree of favour or of power. 
As her\^alousy and fear had bereaved the queen of 
Stots -of lif6, in order to palliate this part of her con- 
iduct, Elizabeth made no scruple of sacrificing the re¬ 
putation and happiness of one of the most virtuous and 
able meh in her kingdom.- 

BiUMbeth This solfemn farce, for it deserves no better 
furnished Elizabefib,' however, with an 
B to the king of Scots,«.? .As the prospect 

mother’s danger had excited; the king’s filial cate 

H. CboiiI^SW. SV 7 i>e, iii. 370., 'See Append. NoiLlI. Cabhale, SS9, Ac. 
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a^d eoQceiJ^rtb? ^ceouiit of her death filled.him with 
gmfand r«Be»tmeat. His the diehohQw 

done to him and to the nation. In orSe^o soothe both, 
Ehaabeth instantly dispatched Robert ^cy, <me of lord 
Hunsdon’s sons, with a letter expressing hep extreme 
affliction on s^count of that miserable accident^ which, 
as she pretended, had happened far contrary to her ap¬ 
pointment or int^tion. James wohld not ;perncdt her 
mesKDger to enter Scotland, and with some difficulty 
received a memorial which he sent from Berwick. It 
contained the tale concerning Davison, dressed up with 
all the circumstances which tended to exculpate Eliza¬ 
beth, and to throw the whole blame on his rashness or 
treachery. Such a defence gave little satisfaction, and 
was considered as mockery added to insult; and many 
of the nobles, as well as the king, breathed nothing but 
revenge. Elizabeth was extremely solicitous to pacify 
them, and she wanted neither able ini^ruments nor 
plausible reasons, in order to accomplish this. Leices^ 
ter wrote to the king, and Walsingham to secretary 
Maitiiand. They represented the certain destruction to 
which. James would expose himself, if, with the forces 
of Scotland alone, he should venture to attack a king¬ 
dom so far superior in power; that the history of past 
ages, as well as his mother’s sad experience, might con¬ 
vince him, that ngthing could be more dangerous, or 
deceitful, than dependence on foreign aid; that .the kiug 
of France would,never wish.to see ffie British kingdoms 
united under one ,mpnU^|^ nor contribute .to invest a 
prince so nearly allied to ffie bouse of GuSie with such- 
formidable power; that Philip might be a more active* 
ally, hut would certainly prove a .m(Mre dangMOus one; 
and, under pretence of assisting him, wpttld a^rt his 
own fight to the English crown, which lie already be¬ 
gan openly to claim; that the same ^tuto, on -which 
the sentence of 4exth against his'mother ha^ been 
founded, would justify the excluding him from the sue- 
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cession to the crown ; that the English, naturally averse 
froih'the dbtninion of strangers, would not fail, if ex¬ 
asperated by his hostilities, to apply it in that, manner ; 
that Elizabeth'was disposed to repair the wrongs which 
the mother liad suffered, by her tenderness and affection 
towards the son; and that, by engaging in a fruitless 
war, he would deprive himself of a noble inheritance, 
which, by cultivating her friendship, he must infallibly 
obtain. These representations, added to the conscious¬ 
ness of his own weakness, to the smallness of his reve¬ 
nues, to the mutinous spirit of some of the nobles, to 
the dubious fidelity of others, and to the influence of 
that faction which was entirely at Elizabeth’s devotion, 
convinced James that a war with England, however 
just, would in the present juncture be altogether impo- 
/litical. All these considerations induced him to stifle 
his resentment; to appear satisfied with the punishment 
inflicted on Davison; and to preserve all the semblances 
of friendship with the English court.™ In this manner 
did the cloud which threatened such a storm pass a^yay. 
Mary’s death, like that of a common criminal, remained 
unavenged by any prince; and, whatever infamy Eliza¬ 
beth might incur, she was exposed to no new danger on 
that account. 

Di.grac« Mary’s death, however, proved fatal to the 
^er of “aster of Gray, and lost him the king’s favour, 
Ony. which he had for some time possessed. He was 
become iate odious to the nation, as favourites, who 
acquire power without mOm, and exercise it without 
discretion, usually are. The treacherous part which 
he had acted during his late embassy was Uo secret, 
and filled James, who at length came to the knowledge 
of it, with astonishment. The courtiers observed the 
symptoms of disgust arising in the king’s mind, his ene¬ 
mies seized the opportunity, and Sir William Stewart, 
in*revenge of the perfidy with which Gray had betrayed 

“Spotow. SB*. C«ld. Iv. IS, 14. Strype,377. 
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his brothef captain James, publicly accused him 
before a conyention of nobl^ not only of hav¬ 
ing contributed; by his advice and suggestions, to take 
away the life of Jhe queen, but of holding correspond¬ 
ence with Popish princes, in order to subvert. the reli¬ 
gion established in the kingdom. . Gray, unsupported 
by the king, deserted by all, and conscious of his own 
guilt, made a feeble defence. He was condemned to 
perpetual banishment, a punishment very unequal to 
his crimes. But the king was unwilling to abandon 
one whom he had once favoured so highly, to therigour 
of justice, and lord Hamilton, his near relation, and the 
other nobles who had lately returned from exile, in 
gratitude for the zeal, with which he had served them, 
interceded warmly in his behalf 

Having thus accomplished the destruction of one bfi 
his enemies, captain James Stewart thought the junc¬ 
ture favourable for prosecuting his revenge on them all. 
He singled out secretary Maitland, the mdst eminent 
both for abilities and enmity to.. him; and offered to 
prove that he was no less accessary than Gray to the 
queen’s death, and had even formed a design of deli¬ 
vering up the king himself into the hands of the Eng¬ 
lish. But time and absence had,,, in a great measure, 
extinguished the king’s affection for a minion who so 
little deserved it. All the courtiers combined agamst 
him as a common enemy ; and, instead of gaining his 
point, he had the mortification to see the office of chan¬ 
cellor conferred mpon Maitland, who, together with 
that dignity, enjoyed all the power and influence of ja. 
prime minister. 

' , In the assembly of the church, which met thia year, 

the same hatred to the order of bishops, > and the same 
jealousywnd fear of their encroachments;hppeared. But 
as the king waa'now of full age, and-avparliament was 
summoned on that occasion, the clergy remained satis¬ 
fied with appointing some of their number to represent’' 
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Tfaiat p!«^6ti#>)’Ai8Bieetiflgdf jpaiMaHient,JaDaes 
attempted a’work, wdrthy of a king. The deadly 
fettds which subsisted between many of the 
great fhmilies, «ad whifeh were transmitted from one 
generation to anodier, we^ened the strength of the 
kingdom ; contributed, more than any other circum¬ 
stance, ta preserve a fierce and barbarous spirit among 
the nobles; and proved Ae occasion of many disasters 
to themselves and to their coubtry, ’ Atter many pre¬ 
paratory negotiations, he invited Ae contendmg parties 
to a royal entertainment in the palace of Holyrood- 
house; and partly by his authority, partly by his en¬ 
treaties, obtained Aeir promise to bury their dissensions 
in perpetual oblivion. From thencO he conducted 
Aem, in solemn prdcOssion, through Ae streets of Edin¬ 
burgh, marching by pairs, each hand in hand with his 
enemy. A collation of wine and sweetmeats was pre¬ 
pared at Ae public cross, and Aere they drank to each 
other wiA all the signs of reciprocal forgiveness and 
of future'friOndship. The pec^le, who were present 
at a spectacle so Unusual, conceived Ae most sanguine 
hopes of seeing coUeord and tranquillity established in 
every part of Ae kingdom, and testified Aeir satisfaction 
by repeated acclamations.” Unhappily, Ae effects of 
Ais FTOOncilihtion weSre not correspondent either to Ae 
pious endeavours of Ae king, or to Aefond wishes of 
the pedple. 

The ffrst care of Ae parlimnent was the Security of 
the Protestant religion. All Ae laws passed mite fe- 
vour, since the ReArmario®, were ratified; abd a new 
Stod severe One Was enaetdd a^nst semmary priests 
and Jesuits, Whose' restless Adustry in making prose¬ 
lytes, Iwought many of Aem into'^ootland about this 
jthbe. T^ acts of Ais parihunteM >deBetrve more par- 
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optice cA of the conseqppaces wjj^ 

which they were followed. / 

Ckiieral Th® 0116 rcspected the l^ds of the church. 

As the public revenues were liot sufficient for 
church- d^raying the king’s ordinaiy charges ; as the, 

administration of the government became more 
complicated and more expensive; as James w&s natu¬ 
rally proffise, and a str^ger to economy; it was ne¬ 
cessary, on, all these accounts, to provide some*fund 
proportioned to his exigencies: But no considerable 
sum could be levied on the commons, who did not 
enjoy the benefit of an extensive commerce. The no¬ 
bles were unaccustomed to. bear the burden of heavy 
taxes . The revenues of the church were the only source 
whence a proper supply could be drawn. Notwith¬ 
standing all the depredations of the laity since the 
Refonnation, and the various devices which they had 
ernployed to seize the church-lands, some considerable 
portion pf them remained still unalienated, and were 
held either by the bishops who possessed the benefices, 
or were granted to laymen during pleasure. All these 
lands were, in this parliament, annexed, by one general 
law,“ to the crown, and the king was empowered to 
apply the rents of them to his own use. The tithes 
alone were reserved for the maintenance of the persons 
who served the cure, and the.principal mansion-house, 
with a few acres of land, by way of glebe, allotted for 
their residence. By this ^eat accession of property, 
it is natural tO;!c 4 f<clude that the king must have acquired 
a vast increase of power, and thp influence of the nobles 
have .suffered a proportional diminution.’ .The very 
reverse of this seems, however, to have been the case. 
Almost all grants of chur^-lands, prior to this act, were 
thereby, confirmed; and titles, which,"were, formerly 
redkoned piecanoiis, derived thence ihe^ .sanction of 
parliamentary smthority, James was likewise autho- 
0 FBrl.-lt. Joe. VI. 89. 



162 SC<>.TLANJ>; 11687. 

rize4> dvuri^ 4^|^io^|e4'timei >tiG» new edtoiatiotts; 
a«,4.sj»<^ ^ras the :^ility iof. l!is temper, ever, ready to 
yi^d jio the solijCj^tations .of his servants, and to ^tify 
their most extra^g^t demands, that not only dnmg 
the lime limited, but throughout his whole reigi^ he 
was continually employed In bestowing, and his. par- 
Imment in,ratifying, ^ants of this kind to his nobles; 
hence little advantage accrued.to the crown from that 
which might have been so valuable an addition to its 
revenues. The bishops, however, were great sufferers 
by the law. But at this juncture neither the king nor 
his ministers were solicitous about the interests of ,an 
order of.men, odious to the people, and persecuted by 
the cler^. Their enemies promoted the law with the 
utmost zeal. The prospect of sharing in their spoils 
induced all parties to consent to it; and after a step, so 
fatal to the wealth and power of the dignified clergy, 
it was no difficuit matter to introduce that change in 
the government of the church which soon after took 
place.'* , . 

b«- Th® change .which the other statute produced 
ISteedlnio^ the civil constitution was no less remarkable, 
parinment Under the feudal, system, every freeholder, or 
repre^- immediate vassal of the crown, had a right to 
tatives. present in parliament These freeholders 
were, originally few in, number, but possessed of great 
aaul, extensive proper^- By degrees <these vast pos¬ 
sessions were divided %:the proprietors themselves, or 
parcelled out. by princejor split by^other accidents. 
The number of freeholders.became greater, and their 
condition more unequal; besides the ancient barc^, 
who. preserved their estates, and their powpl* unim-' 
paired, there arose anothm* order, whose' rights were 
the same, though theirwwthand influmice were, far 
inferior. . But,, in rude ages, when the art of govern¬ 
ment was extremely imperfect, when parliaments were. 

P Spots*. S6S. • ■ 
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seldom , assemble,: and deliberated^-^ matters little 
intemsting to a martin people, few df the lesser barons '■ 
took their seats, "and the whole parliamentary juris-. 
diction was exercised by the greater, barons, in con¬ 
junction with the ecclesiastical order. - James I., fond 
of upitating the forms of the English constitution, to’ - 
which he had been long accustomed, and desirous of 
providing a counterpoise to the power of the great 
nobles, procured an act in the year 1427, dispensing 
with the personal attendance of the lesser barons, and 
empowering those in each county to choose twd com¬ 
missioners to represent them in parliament. This law, 
like many other regulations of that wise prince, pro¬ 
duced .little eflFect. All the king’s vassals continued, 
as formerly, possessed of a right to be present in par¬ 
liament; but,' unless in some extraordinary conjunc¬ 
tures, the greater barons alone attended. But, by 
means of the Reformation, the constitution had' under¬ 
gone a great change. The aristbcratical power of the 
nobles had been much increased, and the influence of the 
ecclesiastical order, which the crown usually employed 
to check their usurpation, and to balance their au¬ 
thority, had diminished in proportion. Many of the 
abbeys and priories had been erected into temporal 
peerages ; and the Protestant bishops, an indigent race 
of men, and odious to the nation, were far from pos¬ 
sessing the weight and credit which their predecessors 
derived from their own exorbitant wealth and the su¬ 
perstitious reverence of the people. In this situation, 
the king had recourse to the expedient employed by , 
James I., and obtained a law reviving the statutb of 
1427 ; and from that time the commons of Scotland 
have sent’their representatives to parliament. - An act, 
which tended so visibly to abridge their authority, did 
not pass without opposition from many of the nobles. 
But as the king had a right to Summon the lesser barons^ 
to attend in person, others were apprehensive of seeing 
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the house .fiUed a multitude^of his dependaiits, 
aod ooQseoted the more wiUiugly to & law jvhichdaid 
them under tl^,restriction of appearing only by their 
representatives. >■ i 

•' issa. The year 1588. began liath a. universal e^- 
pecfedion throughdi^fall Europe, that it viras to 
distinguished by ,■flronde^al evep^and revo- 
aada. lutions. Seveital astrologda, according to the 
accounts of contemporary historians, had predicted 
this; and the situation of afiairs'in the two principal 
kingdoms of Europe was Such, that a sagacious ob* 
server, without any. supernatural intelligence, might 
have hazarded the prediction, and have foresemi the 
approach of some grand crisis. In France, it Was 
evident, from tho astoni^ing progress of the league, 
conducted by a leader whose ambition was restrained 
by no scrupiles, and whose" genius had hitherto sur- 
..niounted all difficulties; as well as Jirom the timid, 
variable, and impolitic counsels of Henry III., ffiat 
either that monarch must submit to abandon the throne, 
of which he was unworthy, or by some sudden and 
daring blow ctitjpff his formidable rival. Accordingly, 
in the beginning of the year, the duke of Guise drove 
his master out of his coital city, and forced him to 
conclude a peace, which left him tinly tlm shadow of 
royalty; and before ihe year expire^’he himself fell a 
^ctim to ffie resentHenf and fear ofHenry) and to his 
own Semirity. In Spain tthe' operations were such as 
promised something more uiMiommon. During 
three years jE^Up had employed aU^the power of-his 
European dommions,. and hxhausfed: the treasui^ of 
the Indies, in; vast preparations >fofXWar, A fleet, the 
, greatest that^had ever uipeaiiedim ffie oceans was ready 
Jo sail from H|(^n, eM-a BjKa^as land ,-a^y was 
assembled to embadk ^.botwd of it. Its destination 
was stiU uakoown, thoi^h,|Bmy circuiustances made 
it probable'that'lhe jflow wite aimed, in the flrst'place, 
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against Englatid.. j^izabeth had to&g given secret aid 
to the fevoited provinces in the Low Countries^ and 
now openly afforded them her protection. A numerous 
body of her troops was in their sefjnce ; the earl of 
Leic^ter command^ their armies; she had great sway 
in the cml government of' the republic s*«^^and some of 
its most considerable tovms were in her possession. 

, Her fleets had insulted' the coasts of Spain, intercepted 
the galleons from the West Indies, and threatened the 
colonies there. Roused by so tiiany injuries, allured 
by views of ambition, and animated by a superstitious 
zeal for propagating the Romish religion, Philip re¬ 
solved not only to invade, but to conquer England, to 
which his descent from the house of Jbancaster, and the 
donation of pope Sixtus V.- gave him fn his own opinion 
a double title. 

Conduct of Elizabeth saw the danger approach, and pre- 
james ob to cucounter it. The measures for the 

won* defence of her kingdom were concerted and car- 
ried on with the wfedom and vigour which distinguished 
her reign. Her chief care was to secure the friendship 
of the king of Scots.' She had treated the queen his 
mqtiier with a rigour unknown among princes; She 
had often used himself harshly, and with contempt; 
and though he had hitherto prudently suppressed his 
resentment of these injuries, she did -not believe it to 
be altogether eai^nguished, and ^ks afraid that, in her 
present situation, it might ^irst out witii fatal violence. 
Philip, sensible how much\n alliance with Scotland 
'wof^ facilitate his enteipri^, Courted James with the 
■ntmost assiduity. He excited him to revenge his mo- 
tiier’s vifTOng 5 he flattered hiin with the hope of sharing 
his conquests; and offered hj|i in marriage his daugh¬ 
ter the Infanha Isabella. At the tahte time-Scotland 
swarmed with priests, his emissari«;Who seduced some 
of the nobles to Popery, and conmpted olhers with^ 
bribes and promises. Hunfly, Errol, Crawford, were 
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the heads of a faction whidi openly espotised the in¬ 
terest of Spain. Lord SfaxwelL arriving • from that 
court, be^n/to assemble his followers, and to* take 
arms that he might be ready to join the Spaniards., In 
order to counterbalance all these; !]^Uzabel;h made the 
warmest professions of friendship to the king; and 
Ashby, her ambassador, entertained him with ihagni- 
ficent hopes and promises. He Ensured him, that his 
right of succession' to the crowii' should be publicly 
acknowledged in England; that he should be created 
a duke in that kingdom ; and he should be admitted 
to some share in the government ; and receive a con¬ 
siderable pension annually. James, it is probable, was 
too well acquainted with Elizabeth’s arts, to rely en- 
tirply on these pfbmises. But he understood his otrn 
interest in the present juncture, and pursued it with 
much steadiness. He rejected an alliance with Spain, 
as dangerous. He refused to admit into his presence 
an ambassador^rom the pope.' He seized colonel Sem¬ 
ple, an agent of the prince of Parma. He drove many 
of the seminary priests out of the kingdom. He marched 
suddenly to Dunafries, dispersed Maxwell's, followers, 
and took him prisoner. In a convention of the nobles, 
he declared his resolution to adhere inviolably to the 
league with England; and without listening to the 
suggestions of revenge, determined *tp act in concert 
witih Elizabeth, ag&st the common enemy of the 
Protestant faith. He put the kingdom in a posture of 
defence, and levied trooij[jk to obstruct the landing of 
the Spaniards. He offered to Send an army to Eliza¬ 
beth’s assistance, and told her ambassador that he* ex¬ 
pected no other favour from the king of Spain, TjUt 
that which Polyphemus had promised- to Ulysses, that 
when he had c^oured all Ms companions, he would 
make him his l^t morsel.’’ <‘ ' 

The zeal of the peoplci on'.thfejOccasiop, was not in- 

4 tiWd. 544.' ' .Tcdinst. 139. Spotsw. 3^9. 
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A national ferior to that of the king; and the extraordi- 
aary danger with which they were threatened, 
of religion, suggested to them an extraordinary expedient for 
their securiiy; A bond was framed for,, the maintenance 
of true religion, as well as the defence of the king’s 
person and government, in,opposition to, all enemies, 
foreign and domestiq. This contained a confession of 
the Protestant faith, a particular renunciation of the 
errors of Popery, and the most solemn promises, in the 
name, an4 through the strength of God, of adhering to 
each other in supporting the former, and contending 
against the latter, to the utmost of their power.' The 
king, the nobles, the clergy, and the people, subscribed 
with equal alacrity. Strange or uncommon as such a 
combination may now appear, many circumstances con¬ 
tributed at that time to recommend it, and to render 
the idea familiar to the Scots. When roused by an ex¬ 
traordinary event, or alarmed by any public danger, the 
people of Israel were accustomed to bjnd themselves, 
by a solemn covenant, to adhere to that religion which 
the Almighty had established among them; this the 
Scots considered as a sacred precedent, which it be¬ 
came them to imitate. In that age, no considerable 
enterprise was undertaken in Scotland, without a bond 
of mutual defence, which all concerned reckoned ne¬ 
cessary for their security. The form of this religious 
confederacy is plainly borrowed from those political 
ones, of which so many instances have occurred ; the 
articles, stipulations, and peculiar modes of expression, 
are exactly the same in both. Almost all the.consi¬ 
derable Popish princes were then joined in a league for 
extirpating the reformed religion, and nothing could 
be more natural, or seemed more efficacious, thapi to 
enter into a counter-association, in .carder to oppose 
the progress, of that formidable conspiracy, To these 
causes did the ccfvemnt, which is become so famous in 

' Uuntop’s Collect, of Confess, vol. iL IQB. . 
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.It was adopt^ EngUsk-iin 

the, year .1043, and. enforcjed by and ecclesi¬ 

astical authority of both Hi^oms. Tba .poUlajcd pur¬ 
poses, to which it w^ then made subrervient, and the 
violent and unconstihitional measE^s whi(^ it was then 
employed to promote, it is not oui^^i»ovince.tQ.e3qplam. 
But at the junctiuj^ia which it first introduced, we 
may pnoncHince it to have been a prudent and laudable 
device for the defence of the religion and liberties of 
the nation; nor were the terms in which it was con¬ 
ceived, other than might have been expected from men 
alarmed with, the impending danger of Popery,, and 
threatened with an invasion by the most bigotted lpd 
most powerfiil prince in Europe. 

Philip’s eagerness, to conquer England , did not in¬ 
spire him either with the vigour or dispatch necessary 
to ensure the success of so mighty an enterprise. His 
fleet, which ought to have sailed in April, did not enter 
the English chm^el till the middle of July. It hovered 
man;|^ays on the coast, i^expectation of being joined , 
by th^prinoe, of Parms, who was blocked up in the 
ports .of Flanders by a. Putch squadron. . Con-' 
nuuu.de-. tinual , disasters pursued the Sp^ards during 
* • that time; i^i^ssiye storms and battles; which 
;are well known, conspired with their oMrh ill-conduct 
to disappoint their enteip^se. And, hy the blessipg of 
Proyiderme, wh^h watched with rem^ahle «are.pver 
.the ProtestahtJreligipn and thediberties;of Britain^ the 

jiyl^ Philip had arr^aflf beslpiyed thh name of inr„ 
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tihem sujSstled ahi^wiredc ^ tbeiie dangerous and un. 
ksiowu ebtisis. Though Jaines kej^i his subjects undef 
arms, to w^h the motions of the Spaniards, and to 
prevent theii^.'landing in a hostile niminer, he received 
with great humanify seven hundred who were forced 
ashore by a tempest,, and, after supplying them With 
necessaries, ^permitted them to return into their own 
country. ^ 

‘ On^e retreat of: the Spaniards, EliztAeth sent an 
ambassador to congratulate with James, and to compli¬ 
ment him on the firmness and generosity he had disco¬ 
vered during a conjuncture so dangerous. But none of 
Ashby’s promises were any longer remembered; that 
minister was even accused of having exceeded his 
powers, by his too liberal offers; and conscious of his 
own falsehood, or ashamed of being disowned by his 
court, he withdrew secretly out of Scotland.* 

1589 . Philip, convinced by fatal experience of his 
Philip’s in- rashness in attempting the conquest of 
ScoUand, England, by a naval armament, equipped at so 
great a distance, and subjected, in all its operations, to 
the delays, and dangers, and uncertainties, arising from 
seas and wind, resolved to make his attack in another 
form, and to adopt the plan which the princes of Lor- 
rain had long meditated, of invading England through 
Scotland. A body of his troops, he imaigined, might 
be easily wafted over from the Idw Countries to that 
kingdom, and if they cbuld once obtain footing, or 
procure assistance there, the firontier of England was 
. open .and defenceless, and the northern counties full of 
Roman Catholics, who would receive tliem with opei^ 
arms^’ Meanwhile a descent might be threatened on 
the southern coast, which wpuld divide the English 
army, distract their counsels, and thrbvi^lhe whole king¬ 
dom into’terriWe'convulsions. In order to prepare the 
way fSr the execution of this design,' he remitted a 

« Jo'hiist. 134 . Cams. 54iS. Mordia, 635.788. 
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mmij'lietfeoiid'of distinction 'as possible i^ bis intei^. 
popi*^-Zeal for Popety, and the insinuations of 
biM cpn-f theise’^'feinissaries, indticed several noblemen to 
gilTu the favour a measure which tended so manifestly to 
' the destruction of their country. Hudtiy, though 
the king had lately given him in marriage the daughter 
of his favourite the diike of Lennox, continued warmly 
attached >to the Romish church. Crawford and Errol 
were animated with the zeal of new converts. They all 
engaged in a correspondence with the prince of Parma, 
and, in their letters to him, offered their service to the 
king of Spain, and undertook, with the aid of six thou¬ 
sand men, to render him master of Scotland, ana to 
bring so many of their vassals into the field, that he 
should be able to enter England with a numerous 
army. Francis Stewart, grandson of James Y.," whom 


the king had created earl of Bothwell, though in¬ 
fluenced by no motive of religion, for he still adhered to 
the Protestant faith, was prompted merely by caprice, 
and the restlessness of his nature, to join in this treason¬ 
able correspondence. 

Feb ir these letters were intercepted in England, 

Elizabeth, alarmed at the danger which threat¬ 
ened her own kingdom, sent them immediately to the 
king, and, reproaching him with his former lenity to¬ 
wards the Popish party, called upon him to check this 
The king’s formidable Conspiracy by 3 proper Severity, But 
wuhregard James, tbough firmly attached to the Protestant 
to Popery, religion, though profoundly versed in the theo- 
logfoal controversies batween the'reformers and the 
'church of Rome, though he had ^ployed himself, at 
that early period of life, in 'tmting aadommentai-y on the ' 
RevdstionS, in which he laboured to prove the pope to 


» He was tlie sou of John, prior of CotdinghaD« one of James’s natural children.. 
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adlSViB liaily'^ilBTOliadi tbejr were i^r lron^ being an 
jnconsiderabi<^S^1slMi in ^Wn.ldngdonii fhe'^pdjie' 
md the king of Spain were jfeady to'take part in i^^eir 
■ 'ma^inatioW?/^ tpiaeoond eve^^ort of their bigotry. . 
The 0 ]^|^sitibn of such a body to his succession to the 
crown of England, a^ded to the av^eness of the Eng-,, 
lish from the goveripnent of strang^, might create hM 
many difiBculties. ; Ip order to avoid these, he thought 
it necessary to soothe raiher than to irritate the Roman 
.Catholics, and to reconcile them to his succession, by 
the hopes of gentler treatment, and some mitigation of 
the^l^^ur ofthoselaws, which were now in force against 
theii^^ This attempt to gain one party by promises of 
indulgence and acts of clemency, while he adhered with 
all the obstinacy of a disputant ito. the doctrines and 
tenets of the other, has given an air of mystery,, and even 
of contradiction, to this part of the king’s character. 
The Papists, with the credulity of a sect struggling 
to obtain power, believed his heart to be wholly 
theirs; and the Protestants, with the jealousy, ^epa-' 
rable from those who are already, in possession, of 
power, viewed every apt of leni^, as a mark of indif¬ 
ference, or a syraptom of apostocy.;',- In order to please 
both, James often a^d nt an i^cessive refinement, 
mingled'^ With dissimuladop, in. which he imagined 
the' perfection of government ^ and of king-craft to 
consist;-:',',.j ^ 

ms " .Hie h^t^our on this occasion wfe agree^e 
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F^[>^t cRwen 07 tomcons|stent^ tae aig- 

ni^^Jf.^vterhnifntjt:'- The: first lile which conspira- 
tora,!^di0,4f their liberty was to asseraWf ^eir foll<^- 
ers, andr^t^r pretence of removihg <^hcellor Msdtr 
land, an.ahlja;thini8ter, but warndy devoted t6 the Eng¬ 
lish iritefest, from the king’s council and presence, they 
attempted to seize Jshn^s hii^^l^.,. This attempt being 
defeated, partly by Maitland^i&^vigilance, and pwtly by 
..their own ill conduct, they were forced to retire to the 
north, yhere they openly erected the standard of rebel¬ 
lion.. But as the king’s government was not generally 
unpopular, or his minikers odious, thdr own vassals 
joined them slowly^ and discovered no zeal in the cause. 
jvThe king, in person, advancing against them with such 
forces as he could suddenly levy, they durst not ^y so 
; much on the fidelity of the troops, which, though Supe¬ 
rior in number,.followed them with reluctance, as to 


hazard a battle ; but suffering them to disperse, they 
surrendered to the king, and threw themselves on his 
misfe. Huntly, Errol, Crawford, and Bothwell, were 
all Mought^to a public trial. ’ Repeated acts of treason 
■were easily proved against them. The king, however, 
did .hot permit any sentence to be pronounced; and 
after kee|dr^ , them a, fetS!^ mouths in confinemmrt, 
he took occasion, .amidst festivity and re¬ 

joicings at the. approach of his marriage, to set them at 
liberty.*; 

The As James, was the only descend^t of the an- 

^.icient monarchs of Bcotlauff in. the direct line; 

laU hopes lof unih^.ithe^^own8 of the, two 
kingdoms would have ex|a^Wil^^iiiin‘j as the 
earl of the ;pr^U^pdve ha^ tb .the throne, was 

. au etent w^h tho'^^r^Uie^i^ishc^or'/wilb the 

'». S|ieir.-3»A'i>iCilA ir. mW30. / 
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eldest daiightpr of Frederick II. But 

E^abeth, jemous of every thing that wouM^feBSet the 
tetession of the hotee of Stewart more uccep^Ie'to the 
English, endeavoured to perplex 'James,same 


manner she had done Mary ; and employed as many 
artifices to defeat or to retard his marriage.' His minis¬ 
ters, gained by bribes ahd promises, seconded her in¬ 
tention ; and though several different ambassadors were- 
sent from Scotland to Denihark, they produce^ powers 
so limited, or insisted on conditions so extravagant, that 
Frederick could' not believe the king to be in earnest; 
and suspecting that there was some design to deceive 
or amuse him, gave his daughter in marriage to the duke . 
ofBrahswick. Not discouraged by this disappointment, ‘ 
which he imputed entirely to the conduct of his own 
ministers, James made addresses to the princess Anne, 
Frederick’s second daughter. Though Elizabeth en¬ 
deavoured to divert him from this by recommending 
Catherine, the king of Navarre’s sister, as a mottiM- 
vantageous match; though she prevailed on the pHvy- 
Council of Scotland to declare against the alliance with 
Denmark, he persisted in his choice; and despairing of 
overcoming the obstinacy Of his own ministers in any 
other manner, he secretly encouraged the citizens of 
Edinburgh to take arms. They threatened to tear in 
pieces the chancellor, whom they accused as the person 
whose artifices had hitherto disappointed the wishes of ' 
the king and the expectations of his people. In cpnse-’ 
quence of this, the earl hlarischal was sent into Dmi- 
mhrk at the head’ of a splendid embassy. He received 
ample powers and iifttructions, drawn with the. Iriii^s 
own hand. Urn marriage articles trere quickly a^ed 
upon,-mid the youn^ queeii'set sail towards Sbotland. 
James made gres^ preparations fey heryeception, pd 
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la^w^ g 'tlA ^patieflSac of a'-tov«r; 

arrived,. iMt: a 
fiadlpf^ had's^en, iiack to Nqr^ 

waj^i"1^1ei'cbndifi6n 'Sd' sliattered, -tbat was li^' 
iiope of Hs .putting'a^in to sea before'^e spring. Tlik 
dnjeixpectod-li^sappointment ^be felt witb the utmost sen> 
sibility. He instantly ^tted 6nt some ships, and, with¬ 
out commuhiiiethtg hisinten^^ to any of his council, 
safled. in person, sMended liy chancellor, ^several 

noblemen, and a train of diree hundred persons, in quest 
pf his bride. He. arrived safely in a small har¬ 
bour near Upslo, where the queen then resided. 
iTof.M. There the marriage w;88 solemnized; and .as it. 
would have bemi rash to trust those boisterous seas in 
ithe winter sei^on, James accepted the invitation of the 
court of Denmark, and repairing to Copenhagen, passed 
several montki there, amidst continual feasting and. 
.souisements, in which both the queen and himself bad 
great delight’ 

No event in the king’s life appears to be a wider de- 
v^pipii-fiom his general character than this sudden sally. 
Huwn Charles I. was capable of that excessive admira¬ 
tion of the other sex, which arises from great sensibility 
of heart, h^hlened by elpgaince of taste; and the ro- 
mantic-air.qf his journey t(;>J||M^ suited such a dispo¬ 
sition. .But James was ncl^liiiceptible of any refitted 
gallaati^^ and always expressed that contempt for the 
^lemale character which a pedaptic eruditimt, unac¬ 
quainted with politeness, is apt to. inspire. ^He was 
howeverj and rendered impatimtt by &e 
mt£li|^)o%i^db!i w^h had Imen laid k^s way. He was 
us to sebure ^e political advira 
marriE^^.and 

afford h^^ mUdsters an oppo^ni^ 

of dtwfirring hm ^^^nt^trigi|| 0 , he fuddehily took 
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the resolution of pi:eventing them, by a voyage from 
which he expected to return in a few weeks. The nation 
seemed to applaud his conduct, and ijo be pleased with 
this appearance pf amorous ardour in a young prince. 
Notwithstanding his absence so long beyond the time 
he expected, the nobles, the clergy, and the people, vied 
with one another in loyalty and obedience; and no 
period of the king’s reign was more remarkable for 
tranquillity, or more free from any eruption of those 
factions which so often disturbed the kingdom. 



THE 
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1S90. Ok the 1st of May the king and queen arrived 
SqMen Rt Leith,ap(i wcre rcceivcd by theirsubjects with 
ia every possible expression of joy. The so^em- 
' nity of the queen’s coronation was conducted 
with great magnificencebut so low had the order of 
bishops fallen in the opinion of the public, that none of 
them were present on that occasion; and Mr. Robert 
Bruce, a presbyterian minister of great reputation, set 
the crown on her head, administered the sacred unction, 
and performed the other customary ceremonies. 

The zeal and success with which many of the clergy 
had contributed towards preserving peace and order in 
the kingdom, during his absence, reconciled Jamesj in 
a great degree, to their persons, and even to the pres¬ 
byterian form of government. In presence of 
' an assembly which met this year, he made high 
encomiums on the discipline as well as the doctrme of 
the church, promised to adhere inviolably to both, and 
permitted the assembly to frame such acts as gradually 
abolished all the retueies of episcopal jurisdiction, and 
paved the way for. a full and legrd establishment of the 
presbyterian model* 

.^event happened soon after'which afforded 
’, the Ifergy no smaU triuB^h. Archbishop Adam- 
.eon, th^ abciant opponent having fellian undbv the 
king’s ^ispkasnre, haying bben deprived of the revenues 

••iCald.iT.J04. 
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of his see itt cbiwequence of the act of annexation, and 
being oppressed with age, wid^ipoVerty, and diseasira, 
made die meanest submission to Ithe clergy, and deli¬ 
vered to :':the assembly a formal recantation of nil his 
opinions concerning church government, which had 
been matter of offence to the pre^byteriahs. - Such a 
confession, from the most learned person of the epis¬ 
copal order, was considered as a testimony which the 
force of truth had extorted from an adversary.'’ 

Biaordera Meanwhile, the king’s excessive clemency to- 
in the wards offenders multiplied crimes of all kinds,. 

JLlOgdoiDa * , > 

and encouraged such acts of violence, as brought 
his government under contempt, and proved fatal to 
many of his subjects. The history of several years, 
about this time, is filled with accounts of the deadly 
quarrels between the great families, and of murders 
and assassinations perpetrated in the .most audacious 
“manner, and with circumstances, of the utmost barba¬ 
rity. All the defects in the feudal aristocracy were 
now felt more sensibly, perhaps, than at any other pe¬ 
riod in the history of Scotland, and universal licence 
and anarchy prevailed to a degree scarce consistent 
with the preservation of society : while the king, too 
gentle to punish, or too feeble to act with vigour, suf¬ 
fered all these enormities to pass with iihpunity. 

An attempt though Jamcs counivcd at real crimes, 

weU’s^**' witchcraft* which is commonly an imaginary 
against the one, cngTOssed his attention, and those sus- 
’"”®' pected of it felt the whole weight of his autho- 
rity. Many perspns, neither extremely old nor wretch¬ 
edly poor, which were usually held to be certain, indi¬ 
cations of this crime, but masters of families, and ma¬ 
trons of a decent rank, and in the middip age q|llife, 
were seized and tortured. Thqugh their confessions 
contained the most absurd and inorediblectrcsimstahces, 
the kind’s prejudices, those of the.clergy’and of the 
<> Spotaw. 3B5. CaUb^. Hi. 



hea^ation, iM^j^niahiBg^dir peisoni^'n^i^. 
y-a^t^iaercy. /^Some of;m^a^itha{)|)j 
Bed^eli of Having . jsonku|i»3 tltem, tii oniel^to Ioiq^h 
^, ti^ dftlie king!! deat^, t^d of haying emplo^^: 
P^r aet to i^se.^^ atc^s.whio]^ had e&dang^f ^ 
qww’s li^iiut^^d detaiaod James sp loag in D<e^j; 
ma». Upon i3iu .eiyidence that nobleman was ooii^l 
mitted to piispn. - His turbulent and haughty spirit' 
could nd&OTv submit to the-, restraint, brook such 
an mdi^ty. Having ^med his keepers, he made his 
escape, and impulmg die accusation to the artifices of 
hisepemy the chimcellor, he assembled his followers, 
under pretence of dipvinghim firom the king’s councils. 
Being favoured by some of the king’s attendants, he 
was admittedhy a secret jpassage j under cloud of night, 
into the court of the p^aee of. Holyroodrhouse.' He 
i advanced directly towards the royal apartment, but’ 
happily before he entered, the alarm was taken, and 
>the doors shut. While he attempted to burst 
open some of them, and set fire to others, the 
citizens of Edinburgh had time, to run to their arms, 
and hercscap^ with the utmost difficulty; owing his 
safety' to the darkn^s of die night, and the precipi¬ 
tancy with wldch he.Bed.*’ ■ 

: /Horetirilditoyi'qjrds. the north, and the king 
having unadvisedly^ivjen a commission to the 
carl Huntty to pur^e him and his followen with 
fire andawor^b^ imder eQioar of executing fhat.com¬ 
mission, gratified bi8.priv^ :|evei^Hand surrounded 
the house ofthe.ead.of Mu|^q^ b«lTit. it to Ihe ground, 
.„;f»nd 4ew*;Bfot^^ tli^'hmrder of a 

.» . . ypupg^^ppblenumpfsuchp^misihg v^^ and 

thehf»^f dbulingtif the| 

^dignadom < i 

' « ^eir. saa.t .SpotowvSS8. 
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ap^lus^niiiiiMbi^ ope|^|r iiii^ Ihreetehed 

li^Mllb ' tb(» nmtiik^ i^ifit cdktmued, James 

dtd%ht it''pi^i^ to 'withdraw froinihe 6ily,;asd fixed 
his rendeaee for some time at Olasgbw'/ Htlntljr 
;fite^dered himsdf to justice; aii<h ^twithstauding 
-^^utrociousness of his. crime, and the ckmoors of the 
peo^>le, the power of the chancellor, with whom he was 
now closely confederated, and .the king’s regard for the 
meknoiy of the duke of Lennox, who^e daughter he had 
married, not only protected him from the sentence which 
such an odious action xPerited, but exempted him even 
from the formality of a public trial;* 
p»Mby. A step of much importance was taken soon 
^hgo. after with regard to the government of the 
'^taw^ed church. The clergy had lon^ complained of 
*By u«. the encroachments made upon their privileges 
and jurisdiction by the acts of the parliament 1684, 
and though these laws had now lost much of their 
force, they resolved to petition the parliament, which 
■was approaching, to repeal them in form. The junc¬ 
ture for pushing such a measure was well chosen. Tlie 
king bad lost much of the public favour by his lehityj 
towards the Popish faction, and still more by his ref 
missness in pursuing ■the.ni'urdererS of the earl of Mur* 
ray. The chancellor had hot only a powerful party of 
the courtiers combined against him, but ■was become 
odious fo the people^ who imputed to him every fal^ 
Step in the kings condimt. Bothwell still lurked fo. 
foe kingdom, and being: secr^f supported by all the 
enemies <rf Mpand’s adminfetfation, was ready ,eveiy 
moment to renew his audacJsS^ enterjj^es. James, 
fo^l fohse reasons, was extresa^y to indulge 

, ;^^&epgy» in their request, and Iwt (Mj^^cdllsented to 
a law, s^eby the acts d 16^ ^«rai^h»d# dr ex- 

i Spotiw.Sh^ ' ' 
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- in it^; j i^ riljtitemblieg. proving 

synaitis, presbyt^^^ai^l^ seS^sibns, witbrdl 
j^^nt^brancbes o? ^ir dii^ipline' and .jaiisdiclib^ ik: 
most ample^md^iiv. ':dll the zeal and authonty q| 


the deT^j-^V^^^nnder the;; administration of regept^; 
from whoim tibey might have expected the most pairt^ 
favour, could not .obtain the sanction of law, in cdtt^ 
firmation of their mode; of'ecclesiastical, government 
No prince was ever less, disposed than James'to ap¬ 
prove a system, the republican genius of which inspired 
a passion for liberty extremely repugnant to his exalted, 
notions of royal prerogative. Nor could any aversion 
be more inveterate than his, to the austere and uncom¬ 
plying character of the presbyterian clergy in that age; 
who, nmre eminent for zeal than for policy, often con¬ 
tradicted his opinions, and censured his conduct, with 
a freedom ecpaally offensive to his dogmatism as a theo¬ 
logian, and ,to. his pride as a king. His situation, how¬ 
ever, obliged him frequently to conceal, or to dissem¬ 
ble, his sentiments; and, as he often disgusted his sub¬ 
jects, by indulging the Popish faction more than they 
approved, he endeavbured to atone for this by conces-r 
sions to the presbyterian clergy, more liberal than he 
timself would otherwise have chosen to grant.' 

In this parliament, Bothwell and all his' adherents 
■were attainted. But he soon made a new attempt to 
seize the king at Falkland; and James, betrayedhy borne 
cf his courtieis, and feebly defended by others^ who 
vrished well to Bothwell, a® 9&e chancellor’s avowed 
eaemy,t 9 wed his safety to tibb‘fidelity ahd vigilance of 
Sr Robert Melvil, and to’the irresolution of BOthwell’s 
associates/ 

A net! on. Scarccty WAS this danger over, whCn thi^EL- 
»pi»«y ^'Sliori was alarmed withthe discovery of a new and 
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moi%Jli(inidable;C(MV3^ira^ 

^frlord Ne:^l»«|ttle’s btot^ bmg ^iai^d aa.^e?*^. 
rWy to s^lail fo^^ain^^iaQj^^ 

is bis custody/and fiDidng th«»e several blanks 
sigaed by tho earls of An^s, Hdbtlyj and Errol; By 
tbia ^traordinary precaution tb‘ey hoped to. escape any 
danger of discovery. But Ker’s reso^tion shrinking 
^^en torture was threatened, he confessed that he was 
esiployed by these noblemen to carry on a negotiation 
with the king of Spain; that the blanks subspribed with 
their names were to be filled up by Crichton and Tyrie; 
that they were instructed to offer the faithful service of 
the three earls to that monarch; and to solicit him to 
land a body of his troops; either in Galloway, or at the 
mouth of Clyde, with which they undertook, in the first 
place, to establish the Roman Catholic religion in Scot¬ 
land, and then to invade.England with the whole forces 
of the kingdom. David Graham of Fintry, and Barclay 
of Ladyland, whom he accused of being privy to the 
conspiracy, were taken into custody, and confirmed all 
the circumstances of his confession.® 

The nation having been kept for some time 
Zeal of tile in continual terror and agitation by so many 
successive conspiracies, the discovery of this 
new danger completed the panic. All ranks of men, 
as if the enemy had already bepn at their gates, thought 
themselves called upon to stand forth in defence of their 
•country. The ministers of Edinburgh, without waiting 
for any Warrant from the king, who ,happened at that 
time to be absent from the capital, and without having 
received any legal commission, assembled a consider¬ 
able number of peers .and bajpons, in otder to provide 
an instant security against the impendi^ danger. They 
sei^d fee earl of Angus, and comroifred him to the 
c^ ;' they examined Ker; and prepared a remon¬ 
strance tp be laid before the king, concerning,fee state 

t R;iner, wi. 190. 



wiiec«^^ of prose^^tt^'d^ 

je^[^;af iintei^'^pi^lipent {m>li& p^ioga- 
'tiye, an^-|&DdeqS«th'''hiB sul^ects, 

■:^ ' < stead of p^^oning, iseemed to prescribe to 
1||toj found it^^^a^^nriiJg the viol^ce of ^ fer* 
toebt, not onSy^li^opt to^plan^ but even to debate 
that no C(3^ideration ^ould evet%iduce him to parish 
such as had heen gniltjr of so ddions a treason. Bh’ 
summoned , the earis of Hunriy and Eifol to surrender 
j«n. 8. ®®®®8lvKi to justice. Graham of Fintiy, whom 

his peers pronounced to be guilQr of treason, he 
commanded to be publicly beheaded ; and marching 
into the north -at the head'of an army, the two earls, 
together 'wHh Angus^ who had escaped out of prison, 
retired to the mountains.. He placed garrisons in the 
casdto which belonged to them ; compelled their vas¬ 
sal^ and the barons, in the adjacent countries, to sub- 
scribo a bond, containing prcdessions of their loyalty 
towards hnn, and of thmr firm adherence to the Protes¬ 
tant Mth; and the better to secure the tranquillity of 
that part of the kingdom, constituted the earls of Athol 
and Mmischal his lieutenants there.** 

-Having finished this expedidon, James re- 
folicKi him turned to Edinburg, where he j^nind lord Bor- 
the^\th rou^, an extinc^nary ambassador from the 
cofiit of Engldhii Elizabeth, aliped at the 
distovery of a conspiracy which she considered ns no 
less fotpudable tpl^r own kingdom than to ^i^dand, 
reproached James with his .> j^rmer remueness, and 
urged;, kiln, as he legeirded tl^pmervation of the Pro- 
testatd reli^cm, or the dig^iif of his hwn crown, to 
puni^. this repeated ' treason :w^. ik|;ourif he 
couldmot appi^lP^idte podiOns/ at leartti^ cii^ate- 
fhe^^^, of sitobiiinditeSQua'iu ^ -Shl^^eakeiiy, 
'howe^i^'.theibtoe of diese toqu^ interceding at 

* Spobw. Mt. Caid. k- S9ir 
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pf«^g|4^,-Id' mj 

iirt^jjMsioa ii^/avQur of onf so often, smd wiA 

rfW ni^h outn%e, insulted bot^^i;oi^riuiient and.b^- 
:^j^oa. WiA regal'd to the Pop'^^o^pimtora,' he 
-fp^kred his resolution to'prosecute jitini wltii vigour; 
that he might be the better able to do so, he de¬ 
manded a small sum of money from Elizabeth, which 
she, distrustful perhaps of the m^ner in which he might 
t^ply it, shewed no inclination to grant. The z^, 
however, and importunity of his^own subjects, obliged 
him to call a .parliament, in order to pass an act of 
attainder against the three earls. Butbeforoit met, 
Ker made his escape out of prison; and, on pretence 
that legal evidence of their guilt cpuld not be produced, 
nothing was concluded against them. The king him¬ 
self was universally suspected of having contrived this 
artifice, on purpose to elude the requests of the queen 
of England, and to disappoint the wishes of his own 
people; and therefore, in order to soothe the clergy; 
who exclaimed loudly against his conduct, he gave way 
to the passing of ah act, which ordained such as obsti¬ 
nately contepped the censures of the church to be 
declared outlaws.* ' C - 

While the terror excited by the Popish con- 
^xiaet .spiracy possessed the nation, the court had been 
divided by two rival factions, which contended 
for the chief direction of affairs. At the head of one 
was the chancellor, i^pyhom the king reposed entire 
confidence. ^iPor that very, reason,, perhaps, he had 
- fall pp^Tly under the queen’s; displeasure^ The duke 
the earl of Athol, |prd C|phdtitee, ^d ail the 
of Stewart,, espoused 1^ and widened 

ACM.yi. 543. Spouw; S93.: 'iNfU trlMl'Vl.«, i^fk 
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,^'eb^c&. ^Jami^fond ^ less of dot^s^^ tfiEdiqiui!- 
of|)ti{;J^^|pce^'a;aTked hi^ j&tOqiite to 
tor 'Kme ttm^ ini^liopes thef^aeen’s re^tmeiit 
WiaiBld subside. %»rt^^.he^^dm need, in thepfesput 
juncture, of the ailtra^ce lif an able minister, bfi liiad 
recalled bim to, coutt.*|^lte order to prevent him from, 
recovering his j|^lner power, the Stewarts had recoinrae, 
JbI 24 . an eipedient ho less illegal than desperate; 

Having combihed with Bothwelij who tras pf 
the same name, they brought him back secretly' into 
Scotland; and seizing the gates of the palace, intro¬ 
duced him into the royal apartment with a numerous 
train of armed followers. James, though deserted by 
all his courtiers, and incapable of resistance, discovered 
more indignation than fear, and reproaching them for 
their treachery, called on the earl to finish his treasons, 
by piercing his sovereign to the heart. But Bothwell 
fell on his knees, .and implcned pardon. The king was 
not in a condition to refuse his demands. A few days 
after he signed a capitulation with this successfiil trai¬ 
tor, to whom he was really a prisoner, whereby he bound 
himself to grant him a remission for all past offences, 
and to procure the ratification of it in parliament; and 
in the mean time to dismiss the chancellor, the master 
of Glamis, lord Home, and Sir George Home, from his 
councils and presence. Bothwell, on his part, con¬ 
sented to remove from court, though he left there as 
many of his associates as he thought sufficient to pre¬ 
vent the return of the adverse faction. 

He leco". '■ But it was now no-easy matter to keep the 
VOT We a- same S^d of bondage to which 

Sepur, be had befen often suh^cf during his minority. 
He discovered so muchim^tience to shake off his fet- 
ters, that those whoJiad imposed,'durst pot continue 
the resltrainti Ihey permitt^ him to caU a convention 
•of the titles at StirHng^ ■ and .to tepiur 4hitiier himself. 
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aa^ all w]^o deiirous of 
tbe king’s favour by appe^^ ^ be so", bbieye^ 
AerSummons^., 'I$ey^.prj^^i:U5^(Mie,ii^^ offiared to 
Ihor^g’s person wd aui^pty MgH-tre^oii^'^aBd 
defied bun absolved from any^ wligation to observe 
eonditions ei^rted by force, a>^ whieh violated so ^ 
seiiditiily bis royal prerogative. . Jan^, however, still 
^pis^ffered him a pardon, provided he would sue for it as 
90 act of mercy, and promise to retire out of the king¬ 
dom. These conditions Both well rejected with disdain, 
and, betaking himself once more to arms, attempted to 
surprise the king; but finding him on his guard, fled to 
the borders.''' . 

Suipecied The king’s ardour against Bothwell, compared 

evasive proceedings against 
pish lords, ^jjg Popish lords, occasioned a generid disgust 
among his subjects; and was imputed either to an ex¬ 
cessive attachment to the persons of those conspirators, 
or to a secret partiality towards their opinions; both 
which gave rise to no unreasonable fears. The clergy, 
as the immediate guardians of the Protestant religion, 
thought themselves bound, in such a juncture, to take ex¬ 
traordinary steps for its preservation. The pro- 
Sept S5. synod of Fife happening to meet at that 

time, a motion was made to excommunicate all con¬ 
cerned in the late conspiracy, as obstinate and irre¬ 
claimable Papists; and, though none of the conspira¬ 
tors, resided within the bounds of the synod, or were 
subject to its jurisdiction, such was the zeal of the mem¬ 
bers,., that, overlooking this irregularity, they pronoun¬ 
ced against them the,.^tence of excommunication; .to 
which the act of last parliament added new terrors. 
l.est thht should be imputed to a few men, and account¬ 
ed Ae tmt of a small part of the churoh, deputies were 
i^l|>0mted to attend the adjacent syiw^s, and to desire 
their npprobatkm and concurrenoe; 

‘.k Cald.iv, 3«6. Spotew.3»5. 
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Ati.ev«ot;}iappened a 

. iucKjE^d^^ pac^Vs Ae 

. As be Trt 0 marchmg tp taa ^p^ition Agaaio^' 
tbe b^rderei^, thr^ P&pisb earlsjcoraing.^denlj 
iato> bis presence^ offered to submit tbemsel\cip|,to ,a 
legal trial;. and Jaines, wi^out codniutting Ibeib to bus> " 
tody, appointed, a day for that pi^ose^ They prepared 
to appear with a fonnidable train of their friends and- 
vassajs. But in ibe mean time the clorgyi together r^ith ; 
many peers and barons, assembled at EdWiurgh, re¬ 
monstrated against the king’s extreme indtilgenoe, with . 
great boldness, and demanded of him, according to Ibe 
regular course of justice, to commit to sure custody per¬ 
sons charged with.the blgh^t acts of treason, who could 
not be brought to a legal tiiai, until they were absolved 
from the censures of the church; aud^to call a conven¬ 
tion of estates, to deliberate concerning the miethod of 
proce^ing against them. At the same time they offered 
to accompany him in arms to the place of trial, lest such 
•audacious and powerful criminals should overawe jus¬ 
tice, and dictate tp the judges, to .whom they pretended 
tp submit. James, though extremely offended, both 
■ with the irrpguEarity, of their proceedings, and the pre¬ 
sumption of their demands, found it expedient to put 
off the day of trial, and to call a convention of estates, 
in. order to <poiet the fears and jealousies-of the people. 

being humoured in this point, their suspicions be- 
gw, gradually .to abate, and the chancellor mailed- 
the convention so artfully, that he himself, togethet^ipth 
a few other members, were empowered to pronounce a 
final sentence uppn .^e cpnspiiatcA-s. After 
* much deliberaiion tfiey btdained,..that the three - 
earls and their aSffmiates'shouldbe exempted from all 
farther inqnfry orprosecution, .on account of their cor¬ 
respondence wi^ Bpaiit; tha%|>ef^b the friKt day of’ 
Fe^i^ary, ,^y .shouM either . sullB^’ h} the church, and 
publicly renounce toie erroj^ pf Popegr, or remove out 
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of the king|loin; Hhat,' before the let of January, they 
^ould declare/n^hich of these alt^i^ves they would 
embrsusej. ,^t they shoiildc^d' surety, for ;theit peace- ■ 
able 4etQeahour for the futui^e; t^ht’ if they failed to 
signify their fehoice in due tiinej^they should,lose the 
benefit of this act of aholition;1icdh. remain exposed to all 
the pains of law.* ' . ' 

1 S 94 . - By lenily towards the conspirators, James 

■ incurred much reproach, and gained no advan¬ 
tage. Devoted to the Popish superstition, submissive 
to all the dictates of their priests, and buoyed up with 
hopes and promises of foreign aid, the three earls re¬ 
fused to accept of the conditions, and continued their 
treasonable correspondence with the court of 
Jan. 18. ^ convention of estates pronounced 

them to have forfeited the benefit of the articles which 
were oflFered; and the king.required them., by proclama¬ 
tion, to surrender themselves to justice. The presence 
of the English ambassador contributed, perhaps, to the 
vigour of these proceedings. Elizabeth, ever attentive 
to James’s motions, and imputing his reluctance to 
punish the Popish lords to a secret approbation of 
their designs, had sent lord Zouche to represent, once 
more, the danger to which he exposed himself, by 
this false moderation; and to require him to exercise 
that rigour which their crimes,^ well as the .posture 
of affairs, rendered necessary. • Though the steps, now 
taken by the king silenced all complaints on that head,, 
yef^ouche, forgetful Of his character as an ambassa¬ 
dor, entered into private negotiations with such of the' ; 
Scottish nobles as disapproved of the king’s measures, ^ 
and held almost an open correspondence with Bofo-r] 
well, who, ac'corcbng to the usual artifice of ma^Motir 
tents, pretended much solicitude for,reforming .the ,dis- 
orders of Ae’commonwealth; and cdvetedhis own am- 
bition with the specious veil of zeal agatnst those coun- 

. ‘ iT.330. Spotsw.SSr. 
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Klfora wlio /restilujied the: kiog frofii pursuing ^ 
avowed ekemies of ihe Protestant feith* 2k>uche ea- 
couraged the name ofhis mistr^S, to lake arms 

against his sovereign. . 

A new at- Meanwhile, the king and the clergy were 
tempter filled wilh.mutual distrustofcach Other. They 

Bothvrell’i. . , . 1 T > 

'Were jealous, perhaps, to excess, that Jamess 
affections leaned too much towards the Popish faction; 
he suspected them, without good reason, of prompting 
Bothwell to rebellion, and even of supplying him with 
money for that purpose. Little instigation, indeed, was 
wanting to rouse such a turbulent spirit as Both well’s 
to any daring enterprise. He appeared suddenly within 
a mile of Edinburgh, at the head of four hundred horse. 
The pretences, by which he endeavoured to justify this 
insurrection, were extremely popular; zeal for religion, 
enmity to Popery, concern for the king’s honour^aiid 
for the liberties of the nation. James was totally un¬ 
provided for his own defence ; he had no infantry, and 
was accompanied only with a few horsemen of lord 
JIdme’s train. In this extremity, he implored the aid 
of the citizens of Edinburgh, and, in order to encou¬ 
rage them to act with zeal, he promised to proceed 
against the Popish lords with the utmost rigour of law. 
Animated by their ministers, the citizens ran cheer¬ 
fully to their arms, and advanced, with the king at their 
head, against Bothwell; but he, notwithstanding his 
success in putting to flight lord Home, who had rashly 
charged him with a far inferior number of cavalry, re¬ 
tired to Dalkeith without dwing to attack the king. 
Hiis followers abstdoned him soon after, and discou¬ 
raged by SO ntanjf successive disappointments, could 
never afterward Ite brought to venture into the field. 
He betook himself foi bis usual lurking places in the 
north of England; butElirabeth^ 10 compliance with the 
khag’s remonstrancesj dbliged'him to quit his retreat.® 

- ■ |^oUw.. 463'. CtldClr. 359. 
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Fiw* 1^6 sooner was die king i^elivciTed froni'^OM 
/rom the ^8.n he was called to; attend to another, 

lorfs'?'* Popish lords; in consequence of their ne- 
Apriis. .^otiations with Spain, received, in the spring, 
a supply of money from Philip. What bold designs 
this might inspire, it was no easy matter to conjecture. 
From men under the dominion of bigotry, and whom 
indulgence could not reclaim, the most desperate ac¬ 
tions were to be dreaded. The assembly of the church 
immediately took the alarm; remonstrated against thetn 
with more bitterness than ever; and unanimously rati¬ 
fied the sentence of excommunication pronounced by 
the synod of Fife. James himself, provoked by their 
obstinacy and ingratitude, and afraid that his long for¬ 
bearance would not only be generally displeasing to 
his own subjects, but give rise to unfavourable suspi¬ 
cions among the English, exerted himself with Unusual 
Jnno 8 He called a parliament; laid before it 

all the circumstances and aggravations of the 
conspiracy; and though there were but few numbers 
present, and several of these copnected with the con¬ 
spirators, by blood or friendship, he prevailed on them, 
by his influence and importunity, to pronounce the 
most rigorous sentence which the law can inflict. They 
were declared to be guilty of high-treason, and their 
estates and honours forfeited. At the same time, sta¬ 
tutes, more severe than ever, were enacted against the 
professors of the Popish religion. 

of How to put this sentence in execution; was 
GienUvat. ^ matter of great difficult. Three powerful 
barons, , cantoned in a pert of the country of dt^hult 
access, surrounded with numerous vassals, , hnd ftup- 
ported by aid from a foreign prince, were mord than 
an ovewnatch for a Scottish monaich.- No entr^ity 
could prevail (m Elizabeth to advsboe jbhie<«tioney, ne¬ 
cessary for defraying the expenses of an expediticm 
against them. To attack them in p^sot^ with his own 

N 2 - I 
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forces $Jone, might^liave. exposed James both to dis- 
^ace ah<l to danger. Hcj h^ recourse to the onjy. 
’'*i’pedient which remained in such a situation, fojr, aid¬ 
ing Ine impotence of Soverei^ authority j he delegated 
his authority to the earl of Argylig and lord Forbes, 
the leaders of two cfans at enmity with the conspira¬ 
tors; and gave them a commission to invade their 
lands, and to seize the castles which belonged to them. 
Bothwell, notwithstanding all his high pretensions of 
zeal ,for the Protestant religion, having now entered 
into a close, confederacy with diem, the danger be¬ 
came eveiy day more urging. Argyle, solicited by 
the king, and roused by the clergy, took the field at 
the head of .seven thousand men. Huritiy and Errol 
met him at Glenlivat, with an army far inferior in 
number, but composed chiefly of gentlemen of the low 
countries, mounted on horseback, and who brought 
. .along with them a train of field-pieces. They 
encountered each other with all the fury which 
hereditary enmity and ancient rivalship add to undis- 
159 S ciplined cour|ge. But the Highlanders, dis¬ 
concerted by die first discharge of the cannon, 
to which they were litde accustomed, and unable to 
resist the impression of cavalry, were soon put to 
flight ; and Argyle, a gallant young man of eighteen, 
was carried by his friends out of the field, weeping 
with indignation at their disgrace, and calling on Aem 
tQ. stand, .and to yindipate the honour of their name." 

On the first intelligence of this defeat, James, though 
obliged to pawn his jewels in order to raise money,” 
assembled a si^all .body of troops, and marched to 7 
wards ti^ nOr^r^flei was joined by the Irvines,'Keiths, . 
Lpslys, Forb|M^|(^ other clans at enmity with Hundy 
and Errql, wo.(hiving'lost several of their principal 
followers, at Gleidiyat, and others reflising to bear arms 
again|rt|he king;in*perspn,‘.were.pbliged to retire to-• 

’ ^ ICW4.lv. 408. « Birch, 334em. i. 186. ^ ■: 
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the mountains. . James wasted their lands j put gar¬ 
risons in somet of their castles; bunrt. others; and left 
the du^e of Lennox as his lieutenant in that part of 
the kingdom, with a body of jaen suflScient to restrain’ 
them from gathering to any head there, or from infest- 
Popish ^”8'countiy. Reduced at last to ex- 
^ oot of distress by the rigour of the season, and 

desertion of their followers, they-obtained 
the king’s permission to go beyond seas, and 
gave security that they should neither return without 
his licence, nor engage in any new intrigues against 
the Protestant religion, or the peace of the kingdom.*’ 
By their exile, tranquillity was re-established in the 
north of Scotlaiid; arid the firmness and vigour which 
James had displayed in his last proceedings against 
them, regained him, in a great degree, the confidence 
of his Protestant subjects. But he sunk in the same 
proportion, and for the same reason, in the esteem of the 
The Ho- Roman Catholics. They had asserted his mo- 
Swln- ther’s right to the crown of England with so 
* louch warmth, that they could not, with any 
James. decency, reject his ;• and the indulgence, with 
which he affected to treat the professors of the Polish 
religion, inspired them with such hopes, that they 
viewed his accession to the throne as no undesirable 
event. But the rigour with which the-king had lately 
pursued the conspirators, and the severe statutes against 
Popery to which he had given his corisent, convinced 
them now that these hopes were visionary; and thej^i 
began to look about in quest of sonie new successor,! 
whose rights they might oppose to his. The Papnetsl 
who resided in England, turned th§ir eyes towards the 
earl of Essex, whose generous njiud; thbugh firmly 
established in the Protestant faith, abhoired ^e seve¬ 
rities inflicted in that age on account of religious opi¬ 
nions. Those of the same sect, who were in exile, 

* ■ . - 'i 
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forined a brolder scheme, and one more suitable lo their 
situation. They advanced the claim of the infenta of 
Spain ;' and Parsons tha Jesuit .^published a book, in 
which, by false quotati^s- from ^Stoiy, by fabulous 
geneal(^es, and absurd arguments, intermingled , with 
bitter invectives against the king 'of Scotp, he'endea¬ 
voured to prove the infanta’s title to the English crown 
to be preferable to his. Philip, though involved al¬ 
ready in a war both with France and England, and 
scarce able to defend the remains of the Burgundian 
provinces against the Dutch commonwealth, eagerly 
grasped at this airy, project The dread of a Spanish 
pretender to the crown, and the Opposition which the 
Papists began to form against the -king’s succession, 
contributed not a little to remove the prejudices of the 
Protestants, and to prepare the way for that event 
Botbweii Bothwell, whose name has been so often 
mentioned as the disturber of the king’s tran- 
quillity, and of the peace of the kingdom, was 
now . in a wetched condition. Abandoned by the 
queen of England, on account of his confederacy with 
Ae Popish lords; excommunicated by the church for 
the same reason; and deserted, in his distress, by his 
own followers; he was obliged to fly for safety to 
France, and thence to Spain and Italy, where, after 
renouncing the Protestant faith,-he led many years 
^an obscure and indigent life, remarkable only for a 
low and infamous debauchery. The king, though ex¬ 
tremely ready to sacrifice ihe strongest resentment to 
^ the slightest acknowledgments, could never be softened 
- by his suhjQ^ssiop,' nor be induced to listen to any in¬ 
tercession iU H^ehalf.'' ' 

This yea?: thi Whig lost ch^Cllqr Maitland, an able 
minister, oh whom hp had long devolved the whole 
weight of public affairs. As.James loved him while 
alive,' he wrote in honour ,of his memory, a copy of 

« Winw. Men. 1. Spotiw..4t0. ' 
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verses, which, when compared with the compositi<ms 
of that age, are far from beiog inelegant.' • 

A change SooB after his deaths a considerable change 
minirtra? was made in the administration. At that time, 
the annual charges of government far exceed¬ 
ed the king’s revenues. The queen was fond of expen¬ 
sive amusements. James himself was a stranger to 
economy. It became necessary, for all these reasons, 
to levy the public revenues with greater order and ri¬ 
gour, and to husband them with more care. This im¬ 
portant trust was committed to eight gentlemen of the 
law/ who, from their number, were called Oct^ivians. 
The powers vested in them were ample, and almost 
unlimited. The king bound himself neither to add to 
their number, nor to supply any vacancy that might 
happen, without their consent: and, knowing the fa¬ 
cility of his own temperi agreed that no alienation of 
his revenue, no grant of a pension, or order on the 
treasury, should be held valid, unless it were ratified 
by the subscription of five of the commissioners ; all 
their acts and decisions were declared to be of equal 
force with the sentence of judges in civil courts; and 
in consequence of them, and without any other warrant, 
any person might be arrested, or their goods seized. 
Such extensive jurisdiction, together with th^ absolute 
disposal of the public money, drew the whole execu¬ 
tive part of government into , their, hands. United 
among themselves tiiey gradually undermined the rest 
of the king’s ministers, and seized on every lucrative 
or honourable ofiice. The ancient servants of the 
crown repined at being obliged tO quit their stations 
to new men. The favourit^jis^d young cour- 
tiera murmured at seeing tj^^Sistg’s liberality 
stinted by their prescriptions. , And the clergy ex- 

■ ' Spotsw. 411. 

Alexander Seatira preiident of tbe sesflfrti, Wid^tr 3Uprtirt coflAnendator of 
Blaot^ie» lord privy seaU David Camegyi Jbho landiay* Jainei Eiphiagstonef ^ 
Thomas Hamilton, Aha Skene clerk reguter, and Peter Young elemoaynar. 
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claimed agamt some, of them as known apostates tc 
Popery, and suspected otkers of - swrefly faToiiring ft 
They retained their power,- howerer, notwithstanding 
thw g;ener^iCombination a^inst'iiem ; end diey owed 
it ehtil'ely to .|he drder and economy which they in- 
.troduced into the, administration - of the finances, by 
’which the necessaty^ expenses of government were 
more easily defrayed- than in any other period of the 
king’s reign,* 

■\noIeriM of The rumour of vast preparations which Phi- 
SS sai*! to be carrying on at this time, 

iort.“ England and Scotland witi the 

dread of a pew invasion. James took pr(q)er 
measures for die defence of his kingdom. But'these 
did not satisfy the zeal of the clerg^y, whoso suspicions 
bf the king’s sincerity began to revive; and as he had 
permitted the wives Of the banished peers to levy the 
rents of their estates, and to live in their houses, they 
charged him with rendering the act of forfeiture in- 
efiectuaJ, by. supporting the avowed enemies of the 
March t 4 . P‘‘<’tostant faith. The asseinbly of the church 
took under consideration the state of the king¬ 
dom, and having appointed a day of public fasting, 
they solemnly renewed the covenant by which the na¬ 
tion was bound to adhere to the Protestant faith, and 
to defend it against ^1 aggressors. A committee, con¬ 
sisting of the most eminent clergymen, and of many 
barons and gentlemen of distinction, waited on the 
king, and' laid before him a plan for the securify of the 
kingdom, and t^e preservation of religion. - They urged 
him to impropriate the elfeftes of the banished lords 
as a frind ft»‘%e^ntenance of soldiers ; to take the 
strictest precinutdi^'' ^'pre^^ting ^ retnm bf such- 
tuAulent sulyeda’info; the coufiti^ jl^d -to pureue all 
w^ *ere Suspected of being theif l^erents with the 
utoSost .ligour. -.If; , ' 

' SpoUir. 413, 495. 
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The hbg’t ’ Nothteg could be more repugnant to tfie 
ting’s schemes,, or more disagreeable to his 
^ to incliDfbtion, thau these propositions. Averse, 

*“■ through his ^hole life, to any course where'he 
expected opposition or danger; and fond of attaining 
his ends with flie character of moderation, , and by the 
arts of policy, he observed with concern the prejudices 
' against him which were growing among the Roman 
Catholics, and resolved to make some atonement for 
that part of his conduct which had drawn upon him 
their indignation. Elizabeth was notv well advanced 
in years; her life had lately been in danger; if any 
Popish competitor should arise to dispute his right of 
succession, a faction so powerful as that of the banished 
lords might be extremely fonnidable; and any division', 
among his own subjects might prove fatal at a juncture 
which would require their united and most vigorous 
efforts. Insteadj'therefore, of the additional, severities 
which the assembly proposed, James had thoughts of 
mitigating the punishment which they already suffered* 
And as they were surrounded, during their residence^.^ 
in foreign parts, by Philip’s emissaries ; as resentment, 
might dispose them to listen more favourably than ever 
to their suggestions; as despair might drive them to i 
still more atrocious actions; he resolved to recall them, 
under certain conditions, into their native country. 
Encouraged by these sentiments of the king in their 
favour, of whi^ they did not want intelligence, and 
wearied already of the dependent and anxious life of . 
exiles, they "Ventured to return secretly into Scotland; 
Soon after, they'presented a'|)etition to the king, begr 
ging his. permission to reside at tiieir houses, tmd 
offering to give security for their peacpftde^nd dutiful 
behaviour. JamesrcaUed a convefttiott c^'-estates to 
deliberate oh a matter of such imporfemce, and by their 
advice he granted the petition. -f'-- 
The members of a committee appointed by the last . 
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The reih assembly, as soon as ibey were informed 

proceed- of this, met at Edinburgh, and with all the pre- 
diCTM and cipitancy of fear and of zeal, took such reso- 
lutions as they thought necessary for the safety 
of the kingdom. They wrote circular letters to all the 
presbyteries in Scotland ; they warned them of the ap¬ 
proaching danger ; they exhorted them to stir up their 
people to the defence of their just rights ; they com¬ 
manded them to publish, in all their pulpits, the act 
excommunicating the Popish lords; and enjoined them 
to lay all those who were susj^ected of favouring Popery 
under the same censure by a summary sentence, and 
without observing the usual formalities of trial. As 
Ae danger seemed too pressing to wait for the stated 
meetings of the judicatories of the church, they made 
choice of the most eminent clergymen in different cor¬ 
ners of the kingdom,, appointed them to reside con¬ 
stantly at Edinburgh, and to meet every day with the 
ministers of that city, under the name of the standing 
coundi of the church, and vested in this body the su¬ 
preme authority, by enjoining it, in imitation of the 
ancient Roman form, to take care that the church should 
receive no detriment. 

These proceedings, no less unconstitutional than un¬ 
precedented, were manifest encroachments on-the royal 
prerogative, and bold steps towards open rebellion. 
The king’s conduct, however, justified in some degree 
such excesses. His lenity towards the Papists, so re¬ 
pugnant to the principles of that age; his pardoning 
the conspirators, notwithstanding repeated promises to 
the cotttotiry; the respect he paid to lady Huntly, who 
Was attached "to the Romish religion no less than her 
'husband; his committing the care of his daughter, the 
princess Elizabeth, to lady L^ngaton, who w-as infected 
'with- the same superstition; the contempt with which 
he talked on;all occasions, both of Ae character of mi¬ 
nisters, hnd of their function, were ciiCumstwces which 
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might have filled minds, not prone by nature to jealousy, 
with some suspicions; and might have precipitated 
into rash counsels those who were far removed from 
intemperate zesJ. But, ho>rever powerful the motives 
might be which influenced the clergy, or however 
laudable the end they had in view, they conducted 
their measures with no address, and even with little 
prudence. James discovered a strong inclination to 
avoid a rupture with the church, and, jealous as he was 
of his prerogative, would willingly have made many 
concessions for the sake of peace. By his command, 
some of the privy-counsellors had an interview with the 
more moderate among the clergy, and inquired whe¬ 
ther Huntly and his associates might not, upon making 
proper acknowledgments, be again received into the 
bosom of the church, and be exempted from any farther 
punishment on account of their past apostacy and trea¬ 
sons. They replied, that though the" gate of mercy 
stood always open for those who repented *id returned, 
yet as these noblemen had been guilty of idolatry, a 
crime deserving death both by the law of God and of 
man, the civil magistrate could not legally grant them 
a pardon; and even though the church should absolve 
them, it was his duty to inflict punishment Upon them. 
This inflexibility in those who were reckoned the most 
compliant of the order, filled the king with indignation, 
which the imprudence and obstinacy of a private cler- 
g 3 mian heightened into rage. < 
seditioui Mr. David Black, minister of St Andrew’s, 
toghtby discoursing in one of his sermons, according to 
Black, oustom, concerning tM state of the nation, af¬ 
firmed that the king had permitted the Popish lords to 
return into Scotland, and by that actidh had discovered 
the treachery of his bwn heart; that all kings were the 
devil’s children f that Satan had now the guidance of 
the court; that the queen of England was Mi atheist; 
that the judges were miscreants and bribers; .the nobi- 
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^*^7 ^<><116^ and degenerate; t:fe^n^ri^oiini®llors c 6 r- 

' of no, ^lig^cto; and in ils prayei 

tbes6,'Woi^S| We must pW for 
< for. fashion-sake, but we hdve/' no cause, she will 
Nov. 10.” beveifido ussgood. James commanded him to 

"Wned before theii,iyy.coUncil, toanswer 
t^r . V seditious J^pressfbnsand the clergy, 

, instead of abandohing him, to the punishmrat 

which such a petulant anpl er^inai'attack on his su¬ 
periors desemdj w-ere so imprudent as to espouse his 
ca^e, as if it had been the common one of the whole 

order controversy concerning the immunities of 

the pulpit, and the rights of the clergy to testify against 
vices of every kind, which had .been agitated in 1584 
was now revived. It was pretended that, with regard 
0 their ^cred function, ministers were subject to the 
church alone; that it'belonged only to their ecclesias¬ 
tical superiors to judge of the truth or falsehood of doc¬ 
trines delivered in the pu^iit; that if, upon any pre- 
tmice whatever, the king usurped this jurisdiction, the 
church would from that moment, sink under servitude 
to tte civil magistrate; that, instead of reproving vice 
with that honest boldness which had often been of ad¬ 
vantage to individuals, and salutoy to the kingdom, the 
clergy Would learn to flatter the passions of the prince 
and to connive at the Vices of others; that the king’s 
eagerness to punish the indiscretion of a Protestant 
immster, while he was so r&dy to pardon the crimes 
of .Popish conspirators, called on them to stand upon 
their guard, and diat, now was ^e, time to contend for 
meir privil^es, and to preVeht any encroachment on 
ftose rights, ./Qf which the church had, been in posses- 
sion ever Mnce jthe Reformation... Influenced by these 
*be council qf the church enjoined Black 
to dw^e the jurisdiction of the^^vy-councfl. Proud 
of suchan-oppo^nity to display his zeal, he presented 
a paper to that purpose, and with the utmost firmness 
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refused to plead, osr to answer the questions which were 
put to him. Iii; order to add greater weight to these 
proceedings, the council of the church transmitted the 
declinature to all the presbyteries throughout the king¬ 
dom, and enjoined every minister to subscribe it in tes¬ 
timony of hia approbation. 

James defended his rights with no less vigour than 
they were attacked. Sensible of the contempt under 
which his authority must fall, if the clergy should be 
permitted publicly, and - with impunity, to calumniate 
his ministers, and even to censure himself; and know- 
hy former examples, what unequal reparation for 
such offences he might expect from the judicatories of 
the'church, he urged on the inquiry into Black’s con¬ 
duct, and issued a prpclaniation, commanding the mem¬ 
bers of the council of the church to leave Edinburgh, 
and to return to their own parishes. Black, instead of 
submitting, renewed his declinature; and the members 
of the council, in defiance of the proclamation, declared, 
that as they met by the authority of the church, obe¬ 
dience to it was a duty still more sacred than that which 
they owed to the king himself. The privy-council, not- 
vipthstanding Black’s refusing to plead, proceeded in 
the trial; and, alter a solemn inquiry, pronounced him 
guilty of the crimes of which he had been accused; , 
but referred it to the king to appoint what punishment 
he should suffer. 

Meanwhile, many endeavours were used to bring 
matters to accommodation. Almost every day pro¬ 
duced some new scheme of reconcilement; but, through 
the king’s fickleness, the obstinacy of the clergy, or the 
intrigues of the courtiers, they all proved ineffectual. 
Both parties appealed to the people, and by reciprocal 
and exaggerated; accusations'endeayonred to render 
each other odious. Insolence, sedition, treason, were 
the crimes with,which James charged the clergy; while 
they made the pulpits resound with complaints nf his 
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ez^ilnsi^ leilhj to^^ds Papists, and of less ex- 
cesslt^ rigonr .withtiducli lie oppteiteedihe established 
. churbh,- Exasper^ed by their bold invectives, he, at 
lasfysentenced Black to retire beyond the river Spey, 
and to ^side^ere during his pleasure; and once more 
commanding the members of the standing council to 
depart from Edinburgh, he required all &e ministers 
of the kingdom to subscribe a bond, obliging. them¬ 
selves to submit, in die same manner as other subjects, 
to the jurisdiction of the civil courts ini matters of a 
civil nature. 

A tonrah in This decisive measure excited all the violent 
EdinburBii. p^gsions which possess disappointed factions; 
and deeds no less violent immediately followed. These 
must be imputed in part to the artifices of some Courtiers 
who expected to reap advantage from the calamities of 
their country, or who hoped to lessen the authority of 
the Octaviahs, by engaging them in hostilities with the 
church. On one hand, they informed the king that the 
citizens of Edinburgh were under arms every night, 
and had planted a strong guard round the houses of 
their ministers. James, in order to put a stpp to this 
imaginary insult on his government, issued a procla¬ 
mation, commanding twenty-four of the principal citi¬ 
zens to leave the town within six hours. On the other 
hand, they, wrote to the ininisters, advising them, to 
look to their own safety, as. Huntly had been secretly 
admitted to an interview with the king, and had been 
the author of the severe proclamation against the citi¬ 
zens of Edinburgh." They doubted no more of the 
bruth of this intefiigence, ^an the king had done of 
that which he received, and fell< as blindly into the 
snare. . The letter' came to their hands just as one of 

■ riiongh mitten were in^aainouilr iggnvited % penoos wbo Viihed both 
ymlipi to imnm. Tidbit mmiaM, neiwmrpf iboM np^ tru iltogetfaer.deititDto 
. M romidiuon. As tbeir minlsten sapposed to .be to dingef, some of the more 
^deilou dtiaeiu Sad di^mtoed to'defend ttom bj toiod hibs. Bireb, Mem. K. 
SSO. ^ojitl; bad bems privately to EdiPburgli. where be bad an interview, if not 
.whbthdkiili^' ttte^wltlitotaeaf SiiiBtototeia. Biloh. Ibid. tSO. 



1696.] BOOK VIII. 191 

their utttnbeir going to mount the pulpit. They 
resolved that hfe i^hoilld acquaint the, people of their 
danger; and he painted it with all. the strong 
colours which men naturally employ in describ* 
ing any dreadful and instant calamity. JVhenthe ser¬ 
mon was over, he desired the nobles and gentlemen to 
assemble in the lAttle Church. The whole multitude, 
terrified at what they had heard, crowded thither; they 
promised and vowed to stand by the clergy; they drew 
up a petition to the king, craving the redress of those 
grievances, of which the chnrch complained, and be¬ 
seeching him to deliver them from all future apprehen¬ 
sions of danger, by removing such of his counsellors as 
were known to be enemies of the Protestant religion. 
Two peers, two gentlemen, two burgesses, and two 
Peking ministers, were appointed to present it. The 
in danger, happened to be in the great hall of the 
Tolbooth, where the court of si^ssioii was sitting. The 
manner in which the petition was delivered, as well as 
itS' contents, offended him. He gave a haughty reply; 
the petitioners insisted with warmth; and a promis¬ 
cuous multitude pressing into the room, James retired 
abruptly into another apartment, and commanded the 
gates to be shut behind him. The deputies returned* 
to the multitude, who were still assembled, and^'o whom 
a minister had been reading, in their absence, b\e story 
of Haman. When they reported that the king had re¬ 
fused to listen to their petitions, the church was filled 
in a moment with noise, threatenings, execrations, and 
all the outrage and confusion of a popular tumult. 
Some called for their arms, some to bring out the 
wicked Haman; others cried, the sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon';, and rushing out with the mdst furious 
impetuosity, surrounded the Tolbooth, threatening the 
king himself, and demanding some of’his coui|sellors, 
whom they named, that they might tear them ih' pieces. 
The magistrates of the city, partly by authority, partly 



*#&#! |»^e^pl^ 74 Q(i a s^fular 
^a?^j ,^a, fli%^te^,;^pg^je riistnew 

^.kiniiHiig; fl^^r»>flam^eeo^64%(^h?^ft^d 
A scjddeidyrM it-liad. risen, 

J|?PPy;j»?i£j»ayipg f8c?fl^,6>oin^an. instiriection, pdricB, 
tIirougti.i1Jre instaptai^ppsvaiftd sncoiicartadv effect.of 
pc^ulai:iiiry, hadjexpo?«d.,hifiUfe;ft) iroflainient dafig^, . 
and, considered i by him ag an nnpardpaable aH^ont 
to his ,authpri^.f' 

As soon, ^ .he retired, the lea^rs^f the malecontehts 
assembled,/in. wdear to, pr^are,th^ petitiph. the 
PWli^Rent of the popish'lords; f the’lempval . ,of those 
5PaR?.cnprewpre snspepted of^favouring.theit per- 
spns orppimpnsjvlhe rep^ of aU.idieW of coup- 

^n^^pkversiYe.pfdie apthorj^y ofthe chiirchj-.,together 
.vwit^.^ act app^-pving the prqpeedings of the standing 
nqp^ilj.were the chief pf ^pir demands/ But the 
king’s indignation was still so high, that the deputi^, 
chpsen for this purppse, durst not venture that night to 
present, requests which, could not faU p£,kin<fiing his 
• ^,isB»!e» • irage ^ew. - Before ne^t mprning, James, with 
h*®- nttendpnts,.withdrew to Linlithgow; 
ae^with; thp ^ssipn, and other courts of justice, were 
to a city where it wa^no longet 
either widi;,their%atf^ or their 
d^i^j^to ireq^a^ ; .^nd ^ho .ho^emePta^d.barons were 
coniu^gnq^jto.rehJrn^tp. theit^pwa h«nses, not hi. 
re^^hl^^wjthpghjdip*,king’s pepnissjoja,. ■ The yigpitt 
wift, whh%i|^king; a^, s,te?ick:,a,4«up upon; the 

' 3Che<*4i^Pi,/sensible how* 

«>.«^ ^e|j,,iyon^j$U%^ hy .and, the 

.-pf SWISS; ,qf,(just}pe,r repented already, a| 
■#® Tlpinnni^ s^^^resolved to paaHfc 

•-/ C»W,T. S4,;|w.,.Bi*eh, Mcni. 
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tain the cont^t.'. They end^aroufed to {tferent the 
nobles fibm disper^g; they inflamed the people by 
violent invectives against die king; they laboured to 
procure subscriptions to an association for their mutual 
defence; and conscious what lustre and power the 
junction of some of the greater-nobles would add to 
their cause, the ministers of Edinburgh wrote to lord 
Hamilton, that the people, moved by the word of God, 
and provoked by the injuries ofilered to the church, 
had taken arms; that many of the nobles had deter¬ 
mined to protect the Protestant religion, which owed 
its establishment to the piety and valour of their an¬ 
cestors; that they wanted only a leader to unite them, 
and to inspire them .with vigour;- that his zeal for the 
good cause, no less than his noble birth, entitled him 
to that honour: they conjured him, therefore, not to 
disappoint their hopes and wishes, nor to refuse the 
1597. sufiering church that aid which she so much 
needed. Lord Hamilton, instead of comply¬ 
ing with their desire, carried the letter directly to the 
king, whom this new insult irritated to such a degree, 
that he commanded the magistrates of Edinburgh in¬ 
stantly to seize their ministers, as manifest incendiaries, 
and encouragers of rebellion. The magistrates, in 
order to regain the king’s favour, Tuyere preparing to 
obey; and the ministers, who saw no other hope of 
safely, fled towards England.^ 

The king ■ This unsuccessful insurrection, instead of 
ha«bi«.the overturning, established the king’s authorily. 

Tliose concerned in it were confounded ^d 
“■ ■ dispersed. The rest of James’s subjects, in 
brfer to avoid suspicion, or to gain his favour, con¬ 
tended who should be most forward to exectite his 
vengeance. A convention of estates beings called, 
pronwnced the late insurrection to be hig;h-treason; 
ordained every minister to subscribe a dedaration of 

1 Spoliw. 451- ,Cald. V. 1(5.' 
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liis submursion to the king's jurisdiction, in aSi matters 
civil and criminalempowered magistrates to conumt, 
insfc^tly, to prison, minister, who, in his sermons, 
should utter miy indecent reflections on the king’s con¬ 
duct j prohibited any ecclesiastical judicatory to meet 
without the king’s licence; commanded that no person 
should be elected a magistrate of Edinburgh, for the 
future, without the. king’s approbation; and that, in 
the mean time, the present magistrates should either 
discover and inflict condign punishment on the authors 
of the late tumult, or the city itself should be subjected, 
to all the penalties of that treasonable action.’’ 

Abridges Armed with the authority of these decrees, 
iege?of* resolved to crush entirely the mutinous 

the spirit of his subjects. As the clergy had, hi- 
thertp, derived their chief credit and strength 
‘"•fgh. fjQjjj favour and zeal of the citizens of Edin¬ 
burgh, his first care was to humble them. Though the 
magistrates submitted to him in the most abject terms; 
though they vindicated themselves, and their fellow- 
citizens, from the most distant intention of violating his 
royal person or authority; though, after the strictest 
scrutiny, no circumstances that could fix on them the 
suspicion of premeditated rebellion had been discovered; 
though many of the npbles, and such of the clergy as 
still retained any degree of favour, interceded in their 
behalf; neither acknowledgments nor intercessions 
#eb SB ^®®®* avail.* The king continued 

inexorable ; the city was declared to have for¬ 
feited'its privileges as a corporation, and to he liable to 
all the penalties of treason. The capital of the king¬ 
dom, deprived of magistrates, deserted by its ministers, 
abandoned by the courts of justice, and proscribed 
by the king, remained in desolation and despair. The 
courtiers even threatened to rase the city to the foun¬ 
dation, and to erect a pillar where it stood, as an ever- 

‘ 'Cdid.T. 147. »Ibid.,y, 149. 
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lasting monument of the king's vengeance, and of fhe 
guilt of its inhabitants. At last, in compliance with 
Elizabeth, who interposed in their &vonr, and moved 
Much SI continual solicitations of the nobles, 

' James absolved the citizens from the penalties 
of law, but at the same time he stripped them of 
their moat important privileges; they were neither al¬ 
lowed to elect their own magistrates nor their own 
ministers; many new burdens were imposed on them; 
and a considerable sum of money was exacted by way 
of peace-offering.^ 

Newiega- JamcB was, meanwhile, equally assiduous, 
wuhre successful, in circumscribing the 

gudtothe jurisdictfen of the church. Experience had 
' discovered, that to attempt this by acts of par¬ 
liament, and sentences of privy-council, was both in¬ 
effectual and odious. He had recourse now to an ex¬ 
pedient more artful, and better calculated for obtaining 
his end. The ecclesiastical judicatories were composed 
of many members; the majority of the clergy were ex¬ 
tremely indigent, and unprovided of legal stipends;’the 
ministers in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, notwith¬ 
standing the parity established by the presbyterian go¬ 
vernment, had assumed a leading in the church, which 
hlled their brethren with envy; every numerous body 
of men is susceptible of sudden and strong impressions, 
and liable to be influenced, corrupted, or overawed. 
Induced by these considerations, James thought it pos¬ 
sible to gain the clergy, whom he had in vain attempt¬ 
ed to subdue. Proper agents were set to work all o^r 
the kingdom; promises, flattery, and threats were'env* 
ployed; the usurpations of the brethren near the capi¬ 
tal were aggravated; the jealousy of their power, which 
was growing in the distant provinces, was augmented; 
and two different general assembUes-were held, in both 
which, notwithstanding the zeal and boldness where- 

•* Spotsw. 434. 444. 
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with defending {|hei)wil^es 

of i^e .church, declap^ in f^vQur of those 

jpe!M|ur4is which were ajgreeablef to th,e kmg. Mwy 

pracl^c^^ whicli h(^d oontinu^d ^ioce die Reformation, 
condemned; naaoy points of discipline, which had 
liidierto been reckoned sacred albd uncontroverted, were 
given up;. the licence with, wbdch ministers disconrsed 
of political matters ’^was, restrained;; ,the freedom with 
which they inveighed og^st particular persons was 
censured; sentences of summs^ excommunication were 
declared unlawful ; the convoking a general assembly, 
without the king’s permission, was prohibited; and the 
right of nominating ministers to die principal towns, 
" was vested in the crown. Thus, the clergy themselves 
surrendered privileges, which it would have been dan¬ 
gerous to invade, and voluntarily submitted to a yoke 
more intolerable than any James would have ventured 
to impose by force; whUe such as continued to oppose 
his measures, instead of their former popular topic of 
the king’s violent encroachments on a jurisdiction which 
did not belong to him, were obliged to turn their out¬ 
cries against the corruptions of their own order.* 

Fopith By the authority of these general assemblies, 
Ju^* *”* the Popish earls were allowed to make a public 
recantation of their errors; were absolved from the sen« 
trace of excommunication; and repeived into the bosom 
of the church. But, not many years after, they relapsed 
into,their former errors, were again reconciled to the 
church of Rome, ajgd by their apostacy justified, in some 
degree, dtp fears and scruples of the clergy with regard 
todieir absolution. 

.The ministprs of Edinburgh owed to the intercession 
of these assemblies the liberty of returning to their 
charges in the city. But this liberty was clogged in 
Bueh a manner as gready abridged their rawer. The 
city was div^ed into distinct parishes; tra number of 

' Spottir. plX CtW, Y.i^l33. , 
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niiniaitin ^dubl6d; persons bin Qid h^njg 

cduld rely fixed in the Hew p&ridie|; >hd 
cirdiiDstanc^, added to the authority of the late deer^ 
of the chtlrbh, contributed to confirm that iib3<dute dd« 
minion in ecclesiastical affairs, which Jaiiii^ pdssewed 
during the reniiainder of his reign. 

The king was so intent on new n^odelling the church, 
that the other transactions of this period scarce deserve 
to be remembered. The. 0<^vians, envied by the odier 
courtiers, and splitting into factions among thcmselvei, 
resigned their commission; and the administration of 
the revenue, returning into its former channel, both the 
king and the nation were deprived of the benefit of their 
regular and frugal economy. 

Towards the end of the year, a parliament 
was held in order to restore Huntly and his as¬ 
sociates to their estates and honours, by repealing the, 
act of forfeiture passed against them. The authority of 
this supreme court was likewise employed to introduce 
a farther inndVation into the church ; but, conformable 
to the system which the king had now adopted, the 
motion for this purpose took its rise from the clergy 
Eccicsiu- themselves. As the act of general annexation, 
atoreTto establishing the presbyterian govern, 

amt in ment, had reduced the few bishops, who still 
mm', survived, to poverty and contempt; asthosewho 
possessed the abbeys and priories were mere laymen, and 
many of them temporal peers, few or none of the eccle¬ 
siastical order remained to vote in parliament, and By 
means of that, the influence of the crown was consider¬ 
ably diminished there, and a proper balance to the 
power and number of the nobles was wanting." But 
the prejudices which the nation had conceived against 
the name and character of bishops were so violent, that 
James was obliged, with the utmost care, to avoid the 
appearance of a design to revive fliat oi^er. He pre- 
vmlcd, therefore, on the coiiunission appointed the last 
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fo tbe parli^eatj^'lbat 
the chlipch was the only tody in the kiogdotn destiWte 
of ha rejpresentatives in that supreme court, where it so 
nearly concerned every order to haye some who were 
bound-to defend its rights; mid to crave that a com^ 
tent number of the clergy should be admitted, accord¬ 
ing to ancient cnstom, to a seat there. ‘ In compliance 
with this request, an act was passed, by which those 
ministers' on whom the klhg should confer the vacant 
bishoprics and abbeys, were entitled to a vote in parlia¬ 
ment ; and that the clergy might conceive no jealousy 
of any encroachment upon their privileges, it was-remit¬ 
ted to the general assembly, to determine what spiritual 
jurisdiction or authority in the government of the church 
these persons should possess.'* 

The king, however, found it no easy matter to obtain 
the concurrence of the ecclesiastical judicatories, in 
which the act of parliament met with a fierce opposition. 
Though the clergy perceived how much lustre this new 
privilege would reflect upon their order ;- though they 
were not insensible of the great accession of personal 
power and dignity which many of them would acquire, 
by being admitted into the supreme council of the nation, 
their abhorrence of episcopacy was extreme; and to 
that they sacrificed every consideration of interest or 
ambition. All the king’s professions of regard for the 
present constitution of the church did not convince 
them of his sincerity; all the devices that copld be in¬ 
vented for restraining and circumscribing the jurisdic¬ 
tion of such as were to be raised to this new honour, 
did not diminish their jealousy and fear. Their own 
experience had taught them, with what insinuating pro¬ 
gress the hierarchy advances, and though admitted at 
first with moderate authority, and under specious pre¬ 
tences, how rapidly it extends its dominion Varnish 
over this scheme,” said one of the leading clergymen, 

* Spoliw. 460. Pul. 16«ii Jie. Vl. c. SS6. 
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colours you pljeuse; the iutrudcT lyitli 
the utmost art;; .ividtf 'aU this disgti^e^ I seethehonos 
■of his mitre,” . The same seutiroedts prevailed araoi]|'. 
many qf his brethren,, smd induced them to rejject powqr 
and honours with as much zeal as ever those their 
order courted them. Many, however, were altiired by, 
tlie hopes of preferment; the king, himself and his 
ministers employed the same arts which they had tried 
so successfully last year: and, after long debates, and 
much opposition, the general assembly declared that it 
was lawful for ministers to accept of a seat in parlia* 
,, ^ ment; that it would be highly beneficial to the 
church, to have .its representatives in that su¬ 
preme court; and that fifty-one persons, a number near¬ 
ly equal to that of the ecclesiastics who were anciently 
called to parliament, should be chosen from among the 
clergy for that purpose. The manner of tlieir election, 
together with the powers to be vested in them, were 
letl undecided for the present, and furnished matter of 
future deliberation.' 

,595. As the prospect of succeeding to the crown 
James en- of England drew nearer, .fames multiplied pre- 
ujiii sue- cautious in order to render it certain. As he 
rpUyln” was allied to many of.the princes of Germany 
Kiigiaiid. jjy marriage, he sent ambassadors extra¬ 
ordinary to their several courts, in order to explain the 
.justness of his title to the English throne, and to desire 
their assistance, if any competitor should arise to dis¬ 
pute, his undoubted rights. These princes readily ac¬ 
knowledged the equity of his claim ; but the aid which 
they could afford him was distant and. feeble. At the 
same time, Edward Bruce, abbot of Kinloss, his am¬ 
bassador at the English court, solicited Elizabeth, with 
the utmost warmtli, to recognise his title by some pub¬ 
lic deed, aq[d to deliver her own subjects from the cala¬ 
mities which are occasioned by an uncertain or dis- 

< S|iuU»'. 4!)0 0.ia .. S7S. 
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puted ftucqessioD^ Biilt - age i had. Jtrengthi^d ^ id»e ■ 
passions which had hiih^to induced Elizabeth to k^p 
this great question'obscure: and undecided; and:, a, 
general ,and evasive answer ,was all that James coidd 
obtain^ iids no impression could be made on,the queen, 
the ambassador was commanded to sound the disposi¬ 
tion of her.subjects, and to try what progress he could 
make in gaining them. Bruce possessed all the talents 
of secrecy; judgment, and address, requisite for con¬ 
ducting a negotiation no less delicate than important. 
A minister of this character was entitled to the confi-, 
dence of the English. Manjrof the highest rank un-. 
bosomed themselves to him without reserve, and gave 
him repeated assurances of their resolution to assert his 
master’s right,. in opposition to every pretender/ As 
several pamphlets were dispersed, at this time, in Eng- 
laqd, containing objections to his title, James employed 
some learned men in his kingdom to answer these ca¬ 
villers, and to explain the advantages which would 
result to both kingdoms by the union of the crowns. 
These .books were eagerly read, and contributed not a 
little to reconcile Jhe English to that event. A book 
published this year by the king himself, produced an 
effect still more favourable. It was entitled Basilkan 
Doron^ and contained precepts concerning the art of 
government, addressed to prince Henry his son. Not¬ 
withstanding the great alterations «nd refinements in 
national taste since that time, we must allow this to be 
no,contemptible performance, and not to be inferior to 
the works of most contemporary writers, either in purity 
of style or justness of composition. Even the vain pa¬ 
rade of erudition with which it abounds, and which now 
disgusts its, raised the admiration of that age; and as' 
it.was filled with, those general rules which speculative 
authors deliver fbr rendering a nation happy, and of 
which James could discourse with gre^ plausibility, 

' Johasl. iM, 
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of pottiogtiicm in practice, th« 
Enj^lbb conceitela higb optuiba of his ^ilities, and 
expected ian increase of national honour and prospe< 
ritjr, under a pHnCe so profoundly skilled in politics, 
and who gave qoch a specimen both of his wisdom and 
of his love to his people.* 

The queen of England’s sentiments concerning James 
were very dilferent from those of her subjects. His 
excessive indulgence towards the Popish lords; the 
facility with which he pardoned their repeated treasons; 
his restoring Beaton, the Popish archbishop of Glasgow, 
who had fled out of Scotland at the time of the Refor¬ 
mation, to the possession of the temporalities of that 
benefice; the appointing him his ambassador at the 
court of France; the applause he bestowed, in the Ba- 
silicoY) Boron, on those who adhered to the queen his 
mother ; Elizabeth considered as so many indications 
of a mind alienated from the Protestant religion; and 
suspected that he would soon revolt from the profession 
Aceiisci suspicions seemed to be fully 

i.im of cor- confirmed by a discovery which came from the 
»hh™c"* master of Gray, who resided at that time in 
Italy, and who, rather than suffer his intriguing 
spirit to be idle, demeaned himsdf so far as to act hs a 
spy for the English court. He conveyed to Elizaltcth 
the copy of a letter written by James to pope Clement 
VIII., in which the king, after many expressions of re¬ 
gard for tliat pontifl^, and of gratitude for his favours, 
declared his firm resolution to treat the Roman Catho-- 
lics with indulgence; and, in>order to render the intcr- 
c(mrse between the courts of Rome and Scotland more 
frequent and familiar, he solicited the pope to promote 
Drummond,-bishop of Vaison, a Scotsman, to the dig¬ 
nity of a cardinal.*’ Elizabeth, who had received by 
another channeP some imperfect intelligence of this 
correspondence, was filled with just surprise, and im- 
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mediately dispatched Bovf^ into Gotland, to inqidre 
more fiilly into, the truth of the matter, and to rep^adk 
James for an action so unbecoming a Protestant prince. 
He was astonished at the accusation, and with a confi¬ 
dence ^ich, nothing but tlm consciousness of inno¬ 
cence could inspire, affirmed the whole to be a mere 
calumny, and the letter itself to be forged by his ene¬ 
mies, on purpose to bring his sincerity in religion to be 
suspected. Elphingston, the secretary of state, denied 
the matter with equal solemnity. It came, however, to 
be known by a very singular accident, which happened 
some years after, that the information which Elizabeth 
had received was well-founded, though at the same 
time the king’s declarations of his own innocence were 
perfectly consistent with truth. Cardinal Bellarmine, 
in a reply which he published to a controversial trea¬ 
tise, of which the king was the author, accused him of 
having abandoned tlie favourable sentiments which he 
had once entertained of . the Roman Catholic religion, 
and, as a proof of this, quoted his letter to Clement VIII. 
It was impossible, any longer, to believe this to be a 
fiction; and it was a matter too delicate to be passed 
over without strict inquiry. James immediately ex¬ 
amined Elphingston, and his confession unravelled the 
whole mystery. He acknowledged that he had shuffled 
in tliis letter among other papers which he had laid 
before the king to be signed, who suspecting no such 
deceit, subscribed it together with the rest, and without 
knowing what it contained ; that be had no other motive, 
however, to this action, but zeal for his majesty’s ser¬ 
vice ; and, by flattering the Roman Catholics wiffi hopes 
of indulgence under the king’s government, he ima¬ 
gined that he was paving the way,/or his more easy 
accession to the English tlirone. The privy-coimcU of 
England entertained very diflerent sentiments of the 
secretary’s conduct. In their opinion, not only the 
king's reputation had been exposed to reproach, but his 
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life to dat^r, % Aig rash imjKWtore; they even im¬ 
puted the gunpowder treason to the rage and disap¬ 
pointment of &e Papists, upon finding ^at tl»e hopes 
which.this letter inspired were irastrated. The se¬ 
cretary was sent a prisoner into Scotland, toil)e toied 
for high-treason. His peers found him guilty; but, 
by the queen’s intercession, he obtained a pardon.^ 
According to the account of other historians, James 
himself was no stranger to this correspondence with tlio 
pope ; and if we believe them, Elphingston, being inti¬ 
midated by the threats of the English council, and de¬ 
ceived by the artifices of the earl of Dunbar, concealed 
some circumstances in his narrative of this transaction, 
and falsified others; and at the expense of his own 
fame, and with the danger of hfs life, endeavoured to 
draw a veil over this part of his mastcr’.s conduct.' 

James at wliethcr wc imputc tlie writing of this 

peat pains letter to the .secretary’s officious zeal, or to the 
Koman Kings Command, it is certain, that, about this 
* time, James was at the utmost pains to gain 
tlic friendship of the Roman Catholic princes, as a 
necessary precaution towards facilitating his accession 
to tlic English throne. Lord Home, who was hiin.scif 
a Papist, was intrusted with a secret commission to the 
pope the archbishop of Glasgow was an active in¬ 
strument with those of his own religion." The poiw 
expressed such favourable sentiments fjoth of tlie king, 
and of his rights to the crown of England, that .lames 
thought himself bound, some years after, to acknow¬ 
ledge the obligation in a public manner.'’ Sir James 
Lindsay made great progress in gaining the English 
Papists to acknowledge his majesty’s title. Of all the.st; 
intrigues Elizabeth received obscure hints from dif¬ 
ferent quaj^rs. The more imperfectly she knew, the 

s Stale Trills, voL i. 429. Siwtaw, Je|ii»t. 448. 
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more suBpecfe^'tfielln^s'^esilM^ 
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obaeWra nis coimact with sieatei^splicituda th^n e}^. 

1600. . Thd questions vi& res:^ tq thp election 
ST!:^ hiid me represenratives oExhe chinch, 

w^to were' fihijiy dec^d^ tliis yep by llie genei^ 
liiechurcli. as 8 emb|y, whicb met at liffenfrose. lliat 
was chosen as most c 6 nTenient* jbr &e ministers of tbq 
north, among whom the king^s influence chiefly lay. 
^Although great numbers resorted from the'northern 
provinces, and the king employed his whole interest, 
and the authority of his own presence, to gain a ma¬ 
jority, the following regulations were with difliculty 
agreed on. That the general assembly shall recom¬ 
mend six persons to every vacant benefice which gave 
a title to a seat in parliament out of whom the king 
shall nominate one ; that the person ^ elected, after 
obtaining his seat in parliament, shall neither propose 
nor consent to any thing there, that may aflect the in¬ 
terest of tlie church, without special instructions to that 
purpose j- that he shall be answerable for his conduct 
to every general assembly, and submit to its censure, 
without appeal^ upon pain of infamy and excommuni; 
cation; that he shall discharge the duties of a pastor 
in a particular congregation; that he shall not usurp 
any ecclesiastical jurisdiction superior to that of his 
other brethren; that if the church inflict on him the 
censure.of (deprivation, he shall thereby forfeit his seat 
in parliament; that he shall annually resign his com¬ 
mission to, the general assembly, which may be restored 
to him, or not, as the assembly, with the king’s appro¬ 
bation, shall judge most expedient, for the good of the 
church.’* Nothing could be more irepu^ant to the idea 
of episcopal government than these regulations. 
was not in consequence of rights dmved from their 
office, but of p()wcrs conferred by a commission, that 

P SjwUw. 45S. 4S7. Olid. vol. v. 368. 
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the ecclesiasd^ per^^ wei^e to be admitted to a seat 
in patiidmeiit |',ihey ^re die i«|Hre^totives, not i£he 
superioi^ oftbe clergy. Destitute ofidl spiritual autho- 
irity, even their civil jurisdiction was tmpoi^. James, 
however, flattered hmi^f that they would soou be able 
to shake ofi* &ese fetters, and gradually acquire all the 
privileges which belonged to the episcopal oraer: The 
clergy dreaded the same thing; and of course he con¬ 
tended for the nomination of these commissioners, and 
they opposed it, not so much on account of die poyrei^s 
then vested in them, ^ of those to which it was believed 
they would soon attain.'' 

Gowrie’s During this summer the kingdom enjoyed an 
conspiracy, unusual tranquillity. The clergy, after many 
struggles, were brought under great subjection; the 
Popish earls were restored to their estates and honours, 
by the authority of parliament, and with the consent ol’ 
the church; the'^rest of the nobles were at peace among 
themselves, and obedient to die royal authority; when, 
in the midst of this security, the king’s life was expoited 
to the utmost danger, by a conspiracy altogether unex¬ 
pected, and almost inexplicable. The authors of it 
were John Ruthven, earl of Gowric, and his brother 
Alexander, the sons of that earl who was beheaded in 
the year 1584 . Nature had adorned both these young 
men, especially the elder brother, with many accom¬ 
plishments, to which education' had added its most 
elegant improvements. More learned than is 'usual 
among persons of their rank; more religious than is 
common at their age of life; generous, brave, popu¬ 
lar; their countrymen, far from thinking them capable 
of any atrocious crime, conceived the most sanguine 
’hopes of their early virtues. Notwitlistanding all these 
noble qudities, some unknown motive engaged them in 
a conspiracy, which, if we' adhere to the account com¬ 
monly received, must be transmitted to posterity as one 
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of the most wicked,. 39 ^ woU as one* of the wor^ con¬ 
certed, of whkh history makes any mmifiosu - 
Oh the 5th pf August, as the king, who resided dur¬ 
ing the hunting season in bis palace of Falkland^ .was 
going out to his sport early in the morning, he was 
accosted by Mr. Alexander Ruthven, who, with an air 
of great importance, told the king, that the evening 
before he had met ah unknown man, of a suspicious 
aspect, walking alone in a by-path near his brother’s 
house at Perth ; and on searching him had found, un¬ 
der his cloak, a pot filled with a great quantity of foreign 
gold; that he had immediately seized both him and his 
treasure, and without communicating the matter to any 
person, had kept him con&ned and bound .in a solitary 
house ; and that he thought it his duty to impart such 
a singular event first of all to his majesty. James im¬ 
mediately suspected this unknown person to be a semi¬ 
nary priest, supplied with foreign coin, in order to ex¬ 
cite new commotions in the kingdom; and resolved to 
empower the magistrates of Perth to call the person 
before them, and inquire into all the circumstances of 
the story. Ruthven violently opposed tliis resolution, 
and with many arguments urged the king to ride di¬ 
rectly to Perth, and to examine the matter in person. 
Meanwhile the chase began; and James, notwithstand¬ 
ing his passion for that amusement, could not help 
ruminating upon the strangeness of the tale, and on 
Ruthven’s importunity. At last he called him, and 
promised when the sport was over to set out for Perth. 
The chase, however,continued long; and Rutliven, who 
all the while kept close by the king, was still urging 
him to make baste. At the death of the buck he would 
not allow James to stay till a fresh horse was brought 
him; and observmg the duke of Lennox and die earl of 
Mar preparing to accompany the king, he entreated 
him to countermand them. This James refused; and 
though Ruthven's impatience and anxiety, as well as 
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the apparent perturlAtion in his whole behaviour, raised 
some suspicions in his mind, yet his own curiosi^, 
and Ruthven’s solicitations, prevailed on him to set out 
for Perth. When within a mile of the town, Ruthven 
rode forward to inform his brother of the king’s arrival, 
though he had already dispatched two messengers for 
that purpose. At a little distance from the town, the 
earl, attended by several of the citizens, met the king, 
who had only twenty persons in his train. No prepa¬ 
rations were made for the king's entertainment; the 
earl appeared pensive and embarrassed, and was at no 
pains to atone, by his courtesy or hospitality, for the 
bad fare with which he treated his guests. When the 
king’s repast was over, hi.s attendants were-led to dine 
in another room, and he being left almost alone, Uuth- 
ven whispered him, that now was the time to go to the 
chamber where the unknown person was kept, .lames 
commanded him to bring Sir Thoma.s liirskine along 
with them; but instead of that, Ruthven orderetl him 
not to follow; and conducting the king up a .staircase, 
and then through several apartments, the door.s of 
which he locked behind him, led him at last into a 
small study, in which tlicrc stood a man clad in arnjour, 
with a sword and dagger by hi.s side. The king, who 
expected to have found one disarmed and bound, sUirted 
at the sight, and inquired if this was tike person; but 
Ruthven snatching the dagger from the girdle ol' the 
man in armour, and holding it to the king's hrea-st, 
“ Remember,” said he, “ how unjustly my father suf¬ 
fered by your command; you are now my prisoner; 
submit to my disposal without resistance or outcry; or 
this dagger shall instantly avenge hi-s blood." James 
expostulated with Ruthven, entreabid, and flattered him. 
The man whom he found in the study stood, all the 
while, trembling and di.smayed, without courage cither 
to aid the king, or to second his aggressor. Kutlkven 
protested, that if tlie king raised no outcry, his life 







r^9son, 



UOOMKJ ft cu^u w*\4 lAi^iM w^i. MLI^ 5»ii^ uau.jupi.fvuc dW^jr 

towardfs Falkland, , jall.-of ^ein into lie 

streets; and tlie earl,m lie^toostiuny, cal(ed for Aeir 
horses. But by. this time his brb&er hajd returned to 
the king, and swearing that,Dow there was io reteedy, 
he must din, o^ered to bind his hands. . jljnarm.ed as 
James was, he scorned to submit to that indignity; and 
closing with the assassin, a fierce struggle ensued. The 
man, in armour stood,, as formerly, amazed and motion¬ 
less,; and tl^'king, dragging Ruthven towards a win¬ 
dow, which during , his absence he had petyuaded the 
person with ^hpm.he was left t^ open, cried with a wild 
and frighted voice, “ Treason! Treason! Help I I am 
murdered! ” His attendants heard,, and knew the voice, 
and saw at the vdndow ahdnd which grasped the king’s 
hfetk with violence. They flew with precipitation to his 
assistance. Lennox ahd^Maf, with the greater number, 
ran up,^e prit^cfpal ^iroase,. where theyfonnd all the 
doors sh^t, ijrhich they .battf^d with the utmost .ftiry, 
burst them open, ^ut Sir John Ram- 
ija back-stair which, fed apart- 

'‘nnjg!|^,, fmnd the door ppen; and 


endefty^ni 


ment,W-T~^. 



rushii^ uiP^ i^nthyeh^ ,^ho^^ st^ Sti^^ftiig with 




,tyr|ce,yriifihflfs dagger, and thrust 
him' t(l^ar^,,ihe staircase, whw Thomas Emhine 
«md ftfe Hhgh nietjpd l^led^him; h^e.crying 

^th his last fhf 

act|oni” ^ ^ming.^ ,m^ ]^d been 

ophpealed .in ^tj^ ^tydy escaj^d^hoba^rvM. Together 
with Ramsay« Ershine, and Heinies, one Wilson, a foot- 






iboi'virei.' ^ 

! If 

f^tit1iie''d6^f^^ime ni^n^ h 
bf'seVdf'' 


i^em 1i|fl& ibuii^ii^(^/^r|u8f 

the iinV'inb^’^tbe tiikie nbutfin^’w;^por 

i|ion Him, i^^ntei^ the mil' 'Hfot'^itb«^dl|^%e 

In^uedify of iiuibbeb, Sir JollH Gotnie 

through tli^ het^ ^ He iyi dow.n dead iii^th*oiit''ut- 
terihg a word ^ his tolIoWere heving received several 
wounds, immediately fled.' Three of the king’s defend^ 
ers were likewise hiiti in the conflict. A dreadful noiim 


continued still at the opposite door, where many per- 
mns laboured jn vain to force a passage; and the king 
being assured that they were Lennox, Mar, and his' 
other friends, it was opened on die inside. They ran 
to the king, whom they unexpectedly foilnd safe, with 


transpwwof congratulation; and he, falling on his 
knees, with all his attendants around hirai, offered so¬ 
lemn thanks to God for such a wonderful delive^rtince. 
‘The danger, however,'w^ not yet over. The inhabi¬ 
tants of the town, whose p^rpvost Gowric was, and by 
whom he was extrenmiy beloved, hearing the fata t>f 
the two brodiers, ran to their arnb, and surrounded the 
house, threatening re^i^e^^^idi many indent and 
opprobrious speedes against die king.; Jati^ endea¬ 
voured to pac% the enn^;ed ihuldtudj^^ spi^king to 
them from the '^nddW; he adiaitted tK^r ina^tratea 
into the house; related to th^^all the cireuiinstances 
of the falct; and theu^iy subsiding by degim, &ey 
dbporsed. -On jSearmbg the earl's pockets for ^jpera 
that might disdova hi? desi^ and i^cbmpH^ niol 
dUfag was fbund^ but*a smalLparchmWt ba'^/»|^|/pf 
magicsd'eharacters and words enchtU^iiieht;. anifif 
we may t^^vH tke account of d#eontqp^i^y published 
.by the nng, '^ivhile thm werH'afm^tl^^ the wound 
of which'he died bled not; but as shod »' they, were 
VOL. ir. p 
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taken the bloo^ushed m gret^ abundance.” 
After all-^ dangeroiiS adventdres'of l^is busf day^ ftiu 
king returned in the el^ning to Falklabd/bfiTing i^m.* 
mitted the dead bodm of lie two brothers to thiliicls- 
to^i^the magistral^ Of Petth. ' > 

Not^thsfonding ’ the minute detail which 
coMpuJ*^ the king gave of all the circumstances of thik 
conspihicy against his life, the motives which 
pitincd. induced the two brothers to attempt an action 
so detestable, the end ftiey had in view, and the ac¬ 
complices on whose aid they depended, were altoge¬ 
ther unknown. The words of Ruthven to the king 
gave some grounds to think that the desire of revenging 
their father’s death had instigated them to this attempt. 
But, whatever injuries their father had suffered, it is 
scarcely probable that they could impute them to the 
king, whose youth, as weli as his subjection at that time 
to the violence of a faction, exempted him from being 
the object of resentment, on account of actions which 
were not done by his command. James had even en¬ 
deavoured to repair the wrongs which the father had 
suffered, by benefits to his children; and Gowrie him- 
.self, sensible of his favour, had acknowledged it with 
the warmest expressions of gratitude. Three of the 
earl’s attendants, being coiivicted of assisting him in 
this assault out-.the king’s servants, were executed at 
Perth; btl^ thejy could give no light into the motives 
which hai pri^pted ftjeir master to an action so re¬ 
pugnant to these aclSo^ledgments. Diligent search 
was made for the person concealed in the study, and 
from him great discoveries were expected. . But'An¬ 
drew Henderson, the earl’s steward,^ who, upon a pro¬ 
mise of pardon, confessed himsfilf to be the man, w^ 
as'touch a sttanger to his master’s design as the rest; 
and though plac^ in the study by Gtowiieia'command, 
he did not .even know* for what mid diat station had 
be^ assigned him. The whole transaction remained 
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as impeDetrahfy dark aa everi the two beothets, it 
was concluded,..had concerted ^eir scheane without* 
either confidahrot t^ranpiice^ with unexampled ae- 
> creejras well as wictidness. 
sproi’i An accident no less strange dian the other 
t!we^ dreumstances of the story,imd which lNl^pen> 
JN ed nine years after, discovered that this opi¬ 
nion, however plausible, was ill-founded; and that the 
two brothers had not carried on their machinations all 
alone. One Sprot, a notary, having whispered among 
several persons that he knew some secrets relating to 
Gowrie’s conspiracy, the privy-council thought the 
matter worthy of their attention, and ordered him to 
be seized. His confession was partly voluntary, and 
partly forced from him by torture. According to his 
account, Logan of Restalrig, a gentleman of an opulent 
fortune, but of dissolute morals, wa-s privy to all Gow¬ 
rie’s intentions, and an accomplice in his crimes. Mr. 
Ruthven, he said, had frequent interviews With Logan 
in order to concert the plan of their operation#; the 
earl had corresponded with him to the same purpose; 
and one Hour, Logan’s confidant, was trusted with the 
secret, and carried the letters between them. Both 
Logan and Bouy were now dead. But Sprot affirmed 
that he had read letters written both by Gowrie and 
Logan on that occasion; and in confirmation of his tes¬ 
timony, several of Logan's letters, which a curiosity 
fatal to himself had prompted Sprot to steal from among 
Bour's papers, were produced.' These were compared, 

'T>i>g«n’9letieriwcie live in iiM|l^r. One to Boiir.anolberloOawrie.nndthrroot 
them withoat sn; direction; nof (Md S|iret dlicoeer the uanic of the peang to vboni 
they were wriltiui. Logan gr«t him the ■ppcilalion of right honouraUe.. ]l appeals 
from tbia, hovrercr, and from other woidi in Ae letter, Cnni. 95. lUet tbere were 
fcveral pertena privy to tlie can9pirK)r. Tbe date of llie first letter StJulj Utb. 
Mr. l^Avcn bad communicated the mailer W Logan only fi*e d«ya bejLni. Aid. 

It appmui fttm the origiioal tummau^Jt^atUtim agsiaat Ltwn'a hein. tbiu Bteir. 
though he bad lelWn'addieaaed to him with rej^ to aoooa^nejr cqiuliy dangcr- 
oua ngd importapl^'^aa .M iUiicrate that be eaufi not retd. '* Jaconu Soar, lia- 
raiam prMwaifwnia, aM GaorgH open in ovrihai^^eiiptia ad aitm mia- 

aia, set ponbioitibtoMebMiu.’* Ite ia aMeislkar aMnfe; and notbing but tbe 
capriefama ebanetaf pTlafnr oto account far BVulieoahi|l aath s coofieUnr. 

p2 
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by tli$ Lo^^V band- 

writiq^ andj.^e njiamfi^,' Persons 

of un^bi^ted prej^itj^aiad .w of the 

iaatterj,,exainined^^^^,,an|d swo^ tQ antheqti- 
iteelf di^^ not j^nfipt i^gan .frpm,.proser 
cation ^ his bonM we^ dug,i^p.and.,tried. for high^farea- 
son, md, by a aentenpe, oq3i^j odious and. illogol/ 
his lands yrere forfeited,. and h^ poatei^ declared in¬ 
famous. Sprot was condeinned to be hanged for mis- 
prisionnf. treason. He adh^ed to his confession to the 
last, tmd having pipinised on the scaffcdd, to give the 
spectators a sign in confirmation of the truth of what 
he had deposed, he thrice clapped his, hands after he 
was Atown,olf the ladder by die executioner.* 


* Roimni l^w, penpm gwQt; ot the crime of high-tieanm might M triefl 

even after deat|i« Tbia practice was^adopted by the Scot« without any liniitatioih 
Pari. 1540» c« 69.’ 'But uie uidiiuited exercise m this power was soon conceir'ed to 
be dang^i; end the crown wa; laid under proper reittictioni, by an act A.-D, 
154*. «MCh ha« never been printed. Tlie word, of it are,' '• And beoaiue tlm laid 
;lordMi>,^ tips lorda of ertiole,) think the aaid act (via, in 1640).lao general, md 
preiudicid to tlie baron, in the realm, therefore statutea.^d ordain, (bat the said act 
ahall i^vbino place, in time coming, but again,t (he bein of them that notoi1oo,ly 
commit or ahall commit leM majotj againat the king’, perron, agaiiut the realm for 
nverting the uroe, and egainal them that ,hall-happen to betray the kinds' army 
dlenarly, md being iiotoriomly knawn u, their time: and the bein of tbero perron, 
W be calted and jnd^ within fltre year, oRhr the deceuc of the uid perron, eom- 
mitten.of the roid come,; md the nid time being by-pa<t, the aaid heir, netet to 
be punned for the ,ame.” The rontenoe again,t £ogan violated thi, itatute in two 
P*^*9lors» Ha WM toot iwtorioiiily knows during bit life to be an accompKce in 
the crime for which he was tried; and his beir wu called in question more than five 
year, aftbr hit-death. It ii remtriiable tint ihia statute te^, not to have been el¬ 
ided to fa| ^mrlhmnt whi||h.fotfdtafl, Logs?. Another ihignlv clrejanulMice 
deaervei nOUm,' A, it It b maxim of jutllce that no perron can be bied in abwnce; 
SM aji lauryart are mnya tegaciou, ui tbehiforma, tad often abturd in Ibeir. de- 
vjeei fur ptetmmg “W; diey contrived that, in any proem againia dead perron. 

. ^ pfotentod at the bar. ^lample, of thit occur ftedoent- 

i? !*! After the battle of Corripbie, the dead body of tb eari 

ufHanriywa^praWhled In paifiaiaeM; before aeaUUKe at fiiJimUm wah m- 
uounced agbiail Urn. Tor the tatte .rearon the bodies of Oowtie and hit btr^r 
men prettrvM, foardw that titdy Wight be ^ueed in parliament: 1^’f haae,. 
tn waia uric, were dog ojhBbpk t 

oe 9th'''• 's’ ^ • 

_ >14 appt^.tfaat oadibitlwp SpotawrttditrM preteht hi the meentiab i^SjHot. 
<W lU. art yet ha teemt to hava gli«n no iitedft tiH||U dhehvhriet. fjfc W 
m h w^ hobt Womffcabiar « Wba^uf not I thonld mentioo 
*• art*«wcBth« of Qforctf Bltrot. who MdfoWd at Xdinbon^ am 

dmbtfol; bit cadertoo,though volontaiy art ooatWa^'aiHri^fog’iman jmbidwly. 

T^maadtaoMt Se. tiaeetoMlobta veqrdeSuB,’Brt‘a mete{mnnftli^^rtta 
®"* biaiB, fotr aWther did be thew'We' IMter/adr-ebald itBkwba'iihia’bUiiir' 
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But thdQ|^ it be tbus unexpectedly discovered that 
Gowrie did not act without assbcliit^, litdd;additional 
light is thro^, by this discovery, .’on the motives and 
intentions of bis conduct. It appeals alipo^ incredible 
that two young men of such-distinguished vittiie should 
revolt all at Once from their dufy, ’ahd attempt a; 
so atrocious as the murder of their sovereign. It 
appears still more improbable, that they should have 
concerted their unde^king with so little foresight 
and prudence. If they intended that the d^d should 
have remained concealed, they could not have chosen 
a more improper scene for executing it, than their own 
house. If they intended that Henderson should naVe 
struck the blow, they could not have pitched on a man 
more destitute of the courage that must direct the hand 
of an assassin; nor could they expect that he, unsoli¬ 
cited, and unacquainted with their purpose, would ven¬ 
ture on such a desperate action. If Ruthven meant to 
stab the king with his own hand, why did he withdraw 
the dagger,' after it was pointed at his breast? How 
could he leave the king ^fter suOh a plaua declaration 
of his intention ? Was it not preposterous to commit 
him to the keeping of such a timid associate as Hen¬ 
derson ? For what purpose did he waste time in bind¬ 
ing the hands of aiv unarmed man, whom Im might ea¬ 
sily have dispatched with hb sword? Had Providence 
permitted them to imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their sovereign, what advantage, could have aperued to 

»l tl»! trial. The cart ol DBDbar,of oSaia ha aiaraja ipeaka tritti Ibe 
Kiptcl, wu the penoB who dlnettd the pipcau againat£i>gan. Sae> 4t.|Mnaipliar 
dedantioD agunit the tralb ofSlpMt’* evidenoe, notwithMandIng al^ttsiB 
•taneea, u tqrprUieg. - Sr TbMWt Hanultan, the hng'a adKcate at SMt tieiW «»d 
afterwaid aati of Baddinrioa, npiaicata the proof praducadat UflHt’a trial aa 
impely ooatincing i .and ra an oridoal lettat af bia la the fciBg.diiiir|MoC Jaltr. 
tew (in Blht^ Facuh. Jorid.), after manlinaiin the mamer in trial Sad 

been candvoted, he ihu jgMi eoi . 

** W)u)ii''llie.'pndiari(H) of the Husmnu irw iafeimd,le the IMa af nttidea’ relct. 
they foaad anih^y. tUln <ne yaice, the aatdapMtaaa la he te dearly proved, 
that they wedaltV ooalend who ihould be able Meat eaahwaly te eaprcM ihe u- 
iWfaelien orl#fad^peionly by the a»M pithy vairit, bet hy teen rtjoji direnr 
nf the bdt nek cadhiawg, that, that •heiaef they deehttil at ihah.entry into tb- 
boifte mi near af inaolfeat, that they behaetd la ei t paei Ibrai Initon who riwuW 
any bmget refttM to dedare their aaaoiad fatehriiati af the truth of Hull treaioB." 
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them by his death F And what kdaiins or iw^nsions 
could th^ hlave oppo^ to ther%htsof hiit children?* 
Ineviteble and instant iengeahce, together with perpe¬ 
tual infamy, were the only consequences they could ex¬ 
pect tQ^llow such a crime. 

On the other hand, it is impossible to believe that 
the king bad formed any design against the life of the 
two brothers. They had not incurred his indignation 
by any crime; and were in no degree the objects of his 
jealousy or hatred ;* nor was he of a spirit so sangui¬ 
nary, or so noted for rash and desperate valour, as to 
have attempted to murderthem in their own house, where 
they were surrounded with many domestics, he only with 
a slender and unarmed train; where they could call to 
their assistance the inhabitants of a city, at the devotion 
of their family, while he was at a distance from all aid; 
and least of all would he have chosen for his asso¬ 
ciates in such an enterprise, the earl of Mar and the 

■ It bu been nserted, tiint, in consequence of Uie king’s death, the eari of 
Oowtie mi|fat have ptetended to the crown of Eoeland, as the son of Doralhea 
Stewart, daughter of lord Metbren, by Margaret of England, who, after her dirorce 
from the earl of Aqggis, took that nobleman for her third husband. Burnet, Hist, 
of bis own Times, ^ut Ibis assertion is iil.founded. It appears, from undoubted 
evidence, that lord Methven bad only one child by queen Margaret, which died in 
its infancy, and Dorothea lady llutbven was not the daughter of queen Marmuet, 
but of Janet Stewart, lord Metliven’s second wife, a daughter of John earl of Athol. 
Crawf. 'Peer. SS9. And though Gowije had really been descended from the blood 
royal of Enghmd, the king at that time had a son and a danghter; and besides 
tbw, lady Arabella Stewart, daughter of Charles east of Lennbi, had a preferable 
title to the crowu of England. 

* Sir Henry.Neville, m c letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, imputes'the deatli of tlte 
-two biolhers to n-oause nut mendoned by any of our bisloriana. “ Out of Scsotlaad 
we hear that there is no good agreement, but rather an open diffidence, betwist the 
fcbig and Us. wife, and many are of opinion iKat tlte oiscooery of aanie sUTeclioa 
between her and the earl of Cowrie's brother (who was kUlad wKh,bim) was the 
truest cause add |DOli«e of that tm^y.” Winw, Mem. vol. i. tTd. Whether 4be 
foUowfaig p ama || i w in JHchidaoo’a letter be any rmndrmatioa of that awspioisa, is 
. labinltted tnitlie lehder. In his letter. Sept. 2S; kdot, he mentions the retnoi of 
Covrtie’s two^rpimger brothers into S^land, and adds, "The conuag Inaf these 
two, pnd Ibeanaenof Scots dealfaiK with them. i^ Mding away and funisbiiig 
Mrs. Bratriz [thekr mater] whb such infomeliini as Sir'Ihomas Entkine has given, 
hath bred great ospieion hi the king of Scots that they come not in but spun some 
dangerous plot.” In another teller, January 1, J60S. " The ihy of writing my 
laat, Mn. Beatrix mdfaven was breoght by the lady Paisley, aed Mrs. of Angus, 
as one of their gendawomen, into the court in the e«eDiiig,ai>d stowed in a^Ohauibei 
prepared for her by the queca'a direciiun, wfaentbe queen had madi tinniand oon- 
fhsmsce srith bet., Of tha the king got nodce.imd shewed bis dUike thereof to die 
queen, gently rwoving her for it, and examinh^ quiedy of the queen’s scrvanis of 
. me saipe, and of other nuriten thmunlu bdongHg, wim such BiscrctiM and se- 
errry as lequiies such • maNer,’’ 
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duke of Lennox, the former connected in close friend¬ 
ship with the house of Gowrie, and tibe latter married 
to one of the earls sisters. 

A conjee- Whichsoever of these opposite systems we 
> whether we impute the intention of 
jl'e mtcB- murder to Gowrie, or to the king; inst^erablc 
coaspin- difficulties arise, and we are involved in dark- 
• ness, mystery, and contradictions. Perhaps tiic 
source of the whole conspiracy ought to be searched 
for deeper, and by deriving it from a more remote 
cause, we may discover it to be less criminal. 

To keep the king of Scots in continual dependence, 
was one great object.of Elizabeth’s policy. In order 
to this, she sometimes sootlied him, and sometimes 
bribed his ministers and favourites; and when she 
failed of attaining her end by these means, she encou¬ 
raged the clergy to render any administration which 
she distrusted unpopular, by decrying it, or stirred up 
some faction of the nobles to oppose and to overturn it. 
In that fierce age, men little acquainted with .the arts 
of undermining a ministry by intrigue, h|d recourse to 
the ruder practice of rendering themseives masters of 
the king’s person, that they might thereby obtain the 
direction of bis counsels. Those nobles who seized the 
king at the Maid of KtUhvm, were instigated and sup- 
])orted by Elizabeth. Bothwell, in all his wild attempts, 
enjoyed her protection, and when they miscarried, lie 
was secure of a retreat in her dominions. Tlic con¬ 
nexions which James bad been forming of late with 
the Roman Catholic princes, his secret negotiations in 
England with her subjects, and the maxims by whitffi 
be governed his own kingdom, all contributed tp'excite 
her jealousy. She dreaded some greSt revohition in 
Scotland to be approaching, and it wasjter interest to 
prevent it. ■ The earl of Gowrie was one of the most 
powerful of the Scottish'nobles, and d^ended from 
ancestors warmly attached to the English interest lie 



2t0 SCOTmNDi [1^- 

luKi^<^ked tbef fame bi^yed t&eiweliw^ 

of hui fK>«atjy'td b© kropa^i^'^oijii^ ^ 

rab^rtedce alKe^^betpe^ the two^lcbigdoins. 
Dating: iHSit'esidemSie ttt'PaEiiaiiiie had. contract^ anin- 
1*mate|Wead«Wp iwlfcSirrHenij Ne^^ the queen’s 
ambamdor ther^ -aiid was .feoommended: by him to 
’ his court as aperaon of whomg^t usemig^t be made.^ 
Elizabeth received him as;be’passed through England 
with distinguished marks of rbspectiand favour^ From 
all these circumstances a suspicion may arise, that the 
plan ofthexon^iracy against the king was formed at 
that time in concert with her. Such ©'^suspicion pre¬ 
vailed in: that age, and from the letters of Nicholson, 
Elizabe&’s agent in ScotLand, it appears not tobe.des¬ 
titute of foundation. An English ship was observed 
hovering for some time in the mouth of the frith of 
Forth. The earl’s two younger brothers fled into Eng¬ 
land: after the ill success of the conspiracy, and were 
protected by Elizabeth. .James himself, though be 
prudently concealed it,' took great , umbrage at her 
behaviour. None, however, of Elizabeth’s intrigues in 
Scottend tended to hurt^he king’s personj but only to 
circumscribe his authority^ and to thwart his schemes. 
His life was the surest sideguc^ of he];^^n, and re¬ 
strained the Popish pretenders to her ct^n, and their 
abettora, frbm desperate attemptSi'to . wbic^^nir impa¬ 
tience and^'bigotry might, otherwise, have urged th^ 
on. To have encomaged Gowrie to mmdtf his sove¬ 
reign,«woidd, on her pmt, have beeniati‘ai^^3(^:fljie ut¬ 
most impradence. i Nor does thkrseetn to have'been 
the intentian of th|e two biioth6m.i Mri 'Riltbv^, first 
of dl, endeavoured to decoy the king to Pirtb; wifliout 
any atteudante.-. ‘'When these proved, more numerous 
than was dqtectedj the ^1< employed a strat^eonrih 
order to sepandie diem from :the Jdng, by prmending 
that he had-Todeoaway towai^ F^land, and by cail- 
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ing hwtify for tiwir hcNwes,' that they might follow,hhn. 
By thmr shnttiiig James up, meanwhile, in a distant 
comer of the horaej -and by attempting to bind his 
hands, them designs seem to have been rather to seize 
than to assassinate him. Though Gowiie had not col¬ 
lected his followers in such numbers as to ha'^ been 
able to detain him long , a prisoner, in that part of the 
kingdom, by open force, he might soon havebeen.con- 
veyed aboard ^e English ship, which waited, perhaps, 
to receive him ; and he might have been landed at Fast- 
castle, a house of Logan’s, in which, according to many 
obscure hints in his letters, some rendezvous of the con¬ 
spirators was to be hdd. Amidst the surprise and 
terror into which the king must have been thrown by 
the violence offered to him, it was extremely natural 
for him to conclude that his life was sought. It was 
the interest of all his followers to confirm him in this 
belief, and to magnify his danger, in order to add to 
the importance and merit of their own services. Thus 
his fear, and their vanity, aided by the credulity and 
wonder which the contemplation of any great and tra¬ 
gical event, when not fully understood, is apt to inspire, 
augmented the whole transaction. On the other hand, 
the extravagance and improbability of tine circumstances 
which were added, detracted from the credit of those 
which really happened; and even furnished pretences 
for calling in question the truth of the whole conspiracy. 
Manx dit. Tbe account of what had happened at Perth 
reached Edinbuigh next morning. The privy- 
council commanded the ministers of that city 
king. instantly to assemble their people; and, after 
relating to them the circumstances of ^the conspiracy 
formed against the king’s life, to return public thanks to 
God for the protection which he had so visibly afforded 
hip. Bnias the first accounts transmitted to Edinburgh, 
written in a huny, and while the circumstances of the 
conspiracy were but imperfectly known, and the pas- 
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«ions whicli it.d»ated stroiigijr felt, weK indistinct, ex¬ 
aggerated, and contradictory, the rainistere laid hold of 
thifl; and though th^ offered tp gire public thanks 
to God for the king’s safety, they refused, to enter 
into any detail of particulars, or to utter from the 
chair of truth what appeared to be still dubious and 
uncertain. 

A few days after, the king returned to Edinbuigh; 
and, though Galloway, the minister of his own chapel, 
made a harangue to the people at ther; public cross, in 
which he recited all the circumstances of the conspiracy; 
though James himself in their hearing,;^ confirmed his 
account; though he commanded a narrative of the 
whole transaction to be published; the ministers of that 
city, as well as many of their brethren, still continued 
incredulous and unconvinced. Their high esteem of 
Gowrie, their jealousy of every part of the king’s con¬ 
duct, added to some false and many improbable circum¬ 
stances in the mmutive, not only led them to suspect the 
whole, but gave their suspicions an air of credibili^. 
But at length, the king, partly by arguments, partly by 
threats, prevailed on all of them, except Mr. Robert 
Bruce, to own that they were convinced of the truth of 
the coni^iracy. He could be brought no farther than 
to declare, that he reverenced the king’s Mcount of the 
trans action, but could hot sa that he himself was per¬ 
suaded of the troth of it. The scruples or obstinacy 
of a single man would have been little regarded; but 
as the same spirit of incredulity began to spread among 
the people, die example of one in so high reputation 
for integrity and abilities, was extre|nely dangerous. 
The king was at the utmost pains to convince and to 
gain Bruce, but finding it imppraible to remove his 
doubts, he deprived him of bis benefice, and after re¬ 
peated delays, and many attempts towards a reconcile¬ 
ment, banished him-the kingdml^r 

Spotw. -ISlt &c. C(M. v.' $B9, 6k. 
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Proceed- The proceedings of parliammt were not re> 
IfiLu'**” tarded by «iy scruples of this sort. The dead 
agaioA the |>o<Jies of the two brothers were produced there, 

con<|»ra- . ' i . , 

loft. according to law; an indictment for high-trca- 
son was prefmed against them; witnesses were ex¬ 
amined;, and, by a unanhnous sentence, their'estal^ and 
lionours were forfeited; the punishment due to traitors 
was inflicted on their dead bodies; and, as if the pu¬ 
nishment hitherto in use did not express sufficient de¬ 
testation of their crimes, the parliament enacted that 
the surname of Ruthven should be abolished; and, in 
order to preserve the memory of the king's miraculous 
escape, and to declare the sense which the nation bad 
of the divine goodness, to all future ages, appointed the 
5th of August to be observed annually, as a day of pub¬ 
lic thanksgiving.* 

* A few weeks after tlie dcatli of the two brotliers, the king publistied a tUtamrm 
rf their vik and unmtHnI emtpinry againtl hit life. In the year 171S, George 
carl of Cromartie published an “ Historical Account of the Conspiracy by the Earl 
of Oowrie and Robert I.ogan of RcoUlrig, against King James I'l.” He seems not 
to have aeen the account which the king himself had given of that matter, and bar- 
rows the wlwle historical part from Spotswood and other authors ; but he has ci- 
Uncted from the public reoorda tbe depositioDs of tfae witnesiet produced by the 
king's council, in order to make goerl the charge against the two bnlliers, and Liigan 
their associate. From these two treatists our knowledge of all the material circum* 
stances of the conspiracy is derived. Tlie evidence which they contain, one would 
expect to be autlirntic and decisive. An account of a fact still recent, publishetl by 
royal aiitliority, and tbe original depositions of fterfioos examined ui presence of the 
highest court in tbe ni^n, ought to convey a degree of evidence seldom attained in 
historical reUtions, to etcinde all remaining doubt tnd uncerulnty. But nt 
every thing whb regard to this transaction is dark and inobteinalical, tiic king's ac- 
coont and the depositions of the wilncsses not nnly vory, hut contradict each oilier 
in so many dueuiiislHDces, that much ipoiii is still left fur hesitation and liislurkml 
scepticism. The testimony of Henderson is tlie Aitlcif and most important, but in 
several partienbus the king's account tnd his are eontradiciniy. 1. According to tbe 
king’a accunot, while Hr. Butbven was bolding the dagger at his breast, " the fel¬ 
low in Itie atndy ttood uaking tnd trembling.' Disc. 17. But Henderson saya, 
that he hiiaaeif wmled the dagger out of Mr. Ruthven's baiitls. Disc. M. <-rum. 

50. Hendenon likewise beeiw to his wife, thet he had that day twice saved the 
king from being ata^ied. Disc. S4. Ctom. S3. U. Ihe king asserts that liendet. 
•on opened tlie window duong Mr. Rutiiven’s absence. Disc. 23. Ilendersoe de¬ 
poses that he was only attempting to open it when Mr. Relhven returned, and that 
during the struggle between the king and him, be opened H. Disc. S3, 54. (’rom. 

51, 6S. III. uwe may believe the king, thefellaw in the study stood, during the 
struggle, bchiad die king's back, inactive and trembling ell the lime. Disc. 27. But 
Hendesien alBnna, ibet he simtcbcd away the garter sviifa witich Mr. Untlm n at¬ 
tempted to faiad the king; that be palled back Hr. fUtlhven's bend, white he waa 
endca v ehri n g to alOp tlie king’a moutli, and that be opened tfae w iiiduw. I Mac. St. 
Croia. 62. IV. By tbe kinifs uoonnt. Ml. Rolbvaii left him in the study, sad 
went away in order to meet wiili his brother, end the earl ctrae tip the stairs fur the 
same purpose. Disc. 23. Henderson deposes, limt when Mr. Buthren Irfi the 
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tori, Tl^ugh G<Mirrie% cons^kiacy oceasioded a 
Goupiney sodden sod a gieat alenn, it wssfoSowed by no 
consequences of importance j and having been 

concerted by the two brothew, either withoutany 

associates, or with such as were unknown, die danger 
-was over as soon as discovered. But not long after, a 
coMpiracy broke , out in England against Elizabeth, 
which, though the first danger was instantly dispelled, 
produMd tragical effects, that rendered the close of that 
queens reign dismal and unhappy. As James was 
deeply interested in that event, it merits our particular 
notice. : 


** lie Wieves tiiat he did not pas* fimn the door ” f'mm ts- 

rS; i«-is: 



only n, “» **•* < -. -- 

*Ad« to." ». In Sii fint ^ ^ 

lo the chamber where hebad^ft the kino .. Ti "hen •>« retomed 

•(gn than re detain him aa a pritoner. Uml he had no other de- 

nioltof the ittbabilanta waa raiaej«^the 

PKify them. Disc. 32. The dol^ LennM*Mn£S*reuT^^ j ^ 

5« that riot U alill eatant And yd JWrew Rm o^ 
depom.that he'himielf rnlaed 
die king. Cfom.66...*.Br-^-^^ ™ 

John iHonerief, wbo 
cMQmnided him not 


* ^ Pcfd) to loswer 
^,baUi«4 0fUieiown, 
—OfBn In order to ottist 
“"'"to Mr. 

a? “Tjrs^. a'’te jii.t 

stealtltenaott.. F.S^kc.' *“®*"^“*•>*“«»>»«dtted wuh 
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The court of Bogland was at this time divided be¬ 
tween two powailiil factions, which contended for the 
supreme direction affairs. The leader of the one 
was Robert D’Evreus earl of Essex; Sir Robert Cecil, 
the son (ff lord-treasurer Burleigh, was at die head of 
the other. The former was the most accon^ished' mtd 
the most popular of all the English nobles ; brave, ge¬ 
nerous, adable; though impetuous, yet willing to listen 
to the counsels of those whom, he loved; an avowed, 
but not an implacable enemy; a friend no less con¬ 
stant than warm; incapable of disguising his own sen¬ 
timents, or of ipEusrepresenting tliose of others; better 
fitted for a camp than for a court; of a genius Uiat 
qualified him for the first place in the administration, 
with a spirit which scorned the second as below his 
merit. He was soon distinguished by the queen, who, 
with a profusion uncommon to her, conferred on him, 
even in his earliest youth, the highest honours,-.' Nor 
did this diminish the esteem and affection of his coun¬ 
trymen ; but, by a rare felicity, he was at once the fa¬ 
vourite of liis sovereign, and the darling of the people. 
Cecil, on the other hand, educated in a court, and 
trained under a father deeply skilled in all its arts, 
was crafty, insinuating, industrious; and though pos¬ 
sessed of talents which fitted him for the highest of¬ 
fices, he did not rely upon his merit alone for attaining 
them, but availed himself of every advantage, which 
his own address, of the mistake of others, afforded 
him. Two such tinen were formed to be rivals and 
enemies. Essex despised the arts of Cecil as low and 
base. To CecR, die efjrl’s inajgpanimity appeared to 
be presumption dhd foUy. All the military men, ex¬ 
cept Raleig^b, &voured Essex* f Jlifost of the courtiers 
adhered to Cecil, whose maimm moro.neady resem¬ 
bled their own. 

As Elizabeth advanced w years, the straggle between 
these factions' became inore violent. Essex, in order 
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Hit c«-' ^ Btoragthen himself, had early coorted the 
friendiShip of the kiog of Septs,, for whose right 
of succession he was a zealous advocate, and 
titb king, j ^ giQgg correspondence both with him and 
with his principal ministers. Cecil, devoted, to the 
queen alone, rose daily to new honours, by the assi¬ 
duity of his services, and the patience with which he 
expected the reward of them; while the earl’s high 
spirit and impetuosity sometimes exposed him to checks 
from a mistress, wfao^. though partial in her affection to¬ 
wards him, could notieasily contradiction, and who 
conferred favours often unwillingly, an4 always slowly. 
His own solicitations, howevmr, seconded maliciously 
by his enemies, who wished to remove him at a dis¬ 
tance from court, advanced him to the command of the 
army employed in Ireland against Tyronne, and to the 
office of lord-lieutenant of that kingdom, with a com- 
missipn almost unlimited. His success in that expedi¬ 
tion idid not equal either his own promises, or the ex¬ 
pectations of Elizabeth. The queen, peevish from her 
disappointment, and exasperated against Essex by the 
artifices of his enemies, wrote him a harsh letter, full 
of accusations and reproaches. These his impatient 
spirit could not bear, and in the first transports of his 
resentment, he proposed to carry over a part his 
army into England, and, by driving his enemies from 
the queen's presence, to reinstate himself in favour and 
in power. Buit, upon more mature thoughts, he aban¬ 
doned this rash design, and setting e^il with a few of¬ 
ficers devoted to his person, landed in England, and 
posted directly to court Elizabeth received him with¬ 
out any symptom either of affection or of displeasure. 
By proper compliances and acknowledgments, he might 
have regaued. his former ascendant over the queen. 
But he thought himself too deeply injured to submit 
to these. Elizabedi, on ffie othei^'hand, determined to 
subdue hisJhaughty temper; and, though her severity 
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drew from him the most bumble letters, she confined 
him to the lordrkeeper's house, and appointed com¬ 
missioners to try hinij both for his conduct during bis 
government of Ireland, and for leaving that kingdom 
without her permission. By their sentence, he was 
suspended from all his ofiices, except that of master of 
the horse, and continued a prisoner during the queen's 
pleasure. Satisfied with having mortified his pride 
thus far, Elizabeth did not sufier the sentence to be re¬ 
corded, and soon after allowed him to retire to his own 
house. During these transactions, which occupied se¬ 
veral months, Essex fluctuated between the allegiance 
he owed to his soverei^ and the desire of revenge; 
and sometimes leaned to the one, and sometimes to 
the other. In one of the intervals, when the latter 
prevailed, he sent a messenger into Scotland, to en¬ 
courage the king to assert his own right to tlie succes¬ 
sion by the force of arms, and to promise that, besides 
the assistance of the earl and all his friends in Eng¬ 
land, lord Moun^oy, now lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
would join him with five thousand men, from that king- 
Tai»e>-, dom. But Jamcs did not choose to hazard the 
Uutious losing of a kingdom, of which he was just about 
cuiijuti. possession, by a premature attempt to 

seize it. Meuntjoy, too, declined the enterprise, and 
Essex adopted more dutiful schemes; ail thoughts of 
ambition appearing to be totally cflaced out of his 
mind. 

The wild moderation, which was merely the ef- 

■ttraipu feet of disgust and disappointment, was not of 
of Kmc*, continuance j and the queen, having not 
only refused to renew a luerativd grant, which she had 
formerly bestowed, but even to admit him into her pre¬ 
sence, that new injury drove a ten^r, naturally irapa- 
tiimt, and now much fretted, to absolute despair. His 
friends, instead of soothing his rage, or^iestraining his 
impetuosity, added to both by th^ imprudent and in¬ 
terested zeal. After many anxiou.s consiiltatious, he 
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detennined to to las wron^i Iby tIo. 

lence. Bat 1>eiiig^|K»isdoas soih an 

enteipHse would be, if it ^pe«^edv io pzoceed: j&om 
motives of private revenge ^oi^ he eadeavpured to 
giveitthe semblanceof publie utOtfy^ by mini fe g the 
king of Scotland’s interest with his own. .He^wibte to 
James, that the faction which now. predomii^ted in the 
English court had resolved to support' fhiei pretensions 
of the infanta of Spain to the crown; that the {daces 
of the greatest importance in the kingdom* were put 
into the hands of his avow^ litemies; and that unless 
he sent ambassador8;Midl^idi»>defa^, to insist on the 
immediate declaration ^;hi|,ji^ht of succession, their 
measures were so well ooit|^ted that all his hopes 
would be desperate. ' James, who knew how disagree¬ 
able such a proposal would be to the queen cf Eng¬ 
land, was not willing rashly to expose himself to. her 
displeasure. Essex, nevertheless, blinded b]p resent¬ 
ment, and in^tient for revenge, abandoned himself 
to these pasrions, and acted like a man guided by 
frenzy or despair. With two or three hundred fol¬ 
lowers incompletely armedj he attempted to assault a 
throne the b^t idit^lished iU' Europe. Sallying at 
their head out of his ovim house; he palled on the citi¬ 
zens of London, if they eithcali^p^ued his life, or wished 
to preserve the kingdom from the dominion of the 
Spwiards, to take arms, and to follow his standard. 
He advanced towards die palace with an intention to 
drive Cecil and his faction oaiof tiie queen’s presence, 
and to obtain a declaration of the Scottish king’s right 
of succession.** But, thou^ almost adored hy the 
citizens, not«inan woidd join him iir this wild ent«- 
prise. Disphited by thi^ tndifferdnee, deserted by 
some (ff his own attendants, and almost smrounded 
by the troo{» which marched agaiqpt him under difi^ 
ferent leaderW.into the city, he* ieti^ted 'fo ^hu own 
house; and without any.bold effort, suitable to his 

k Biich. Men. ii. 4TT, 
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for‘cooragi^^^liMlMeicibd’ InUlMietiiies. ' 

Ad of Esi^^’ill su^d^ss, he 

««ppouil0 <0 M^rf and Br^;-tfohot of Kiti- 

ioBaj^i||ferepah;<Wltij^iu)(Aa^ad^*foihfe'WtfW' Eog- 
•land/^^ fomer ^ theae^aff'lhe whose 

nfoaos ]&sear h^ earned'^ ott his oovt^sphiidOhce with 
the kii^. Was a pasd^I|«li^' adiiiirei? of the earl’s 
chuacter, and disposed to^^atteinpf Oveiy foing^ tltat 
could contrilMite* fct his safoo*^' Brace, imited in’a 
cldse frfobdship with waa readf to second him 
with equal aeah r|i<}r-a)^ di^|>arpo8e of the embassy 
less fnendly to tihan thd.dioice of his amfaiwtRi> 

dors; they Were commanded-fo'solicit, in the warmest 
manner,.'for die earl's vKfe, and if foey found that the 
king, by avowing his friends, ’ could either promote 
their designs, or contiibute to their safety, they were 
empowered to lay aside all disguise, and to promise 
that he would put himself at tlieir head, and Claim 

Hi d all force of arms.* But 

'' before die. ambassador^ could reach London, 
Essex had suffered the pumshment whiqh' he merited 
by his treason. Perhs^s the ifoar four interposing, 
in order to: obtain hiS pardon, hastened his death. 
Elizabeth con^ued, fcgi sorae timci iTresolate con- 
cermng his fateC <md could not bring herself to con¬ 
sign into the hands of dm executioner, a man who had 
once possessed h<9>’ favour so up^ely, without a pain¬ 
ful straggle between hW i-esiitoent against bis late 
misconduct, ^and her iaUcient afiectiDn towards him. 
The distress to wl^ildi ^e wua ;itow reduced, tended 
naturally to soften the former, whde it revived thp. lat¬ 
tes' with new tendomesai an^dhe iirieici^on of one 
foidiful fisend, who had intereat^ydih Ihe <piea» anight 
perhaps have saved his life, a 

remissiOQr-vriiieh, of heridlf,.she nsas^ashaii^ to grant. 

‘ I' tJobaiLU9. BMt; 1Smai,Sta''■ 
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Bat this rgeoerous ooblemaa^ had that time do such 
friend... Elizabeth, Aolic^ incesfimtly by her mbis- 
ters, alujl offended with the hai^htiness of Essex, who, 
as she imag^nedy scorned to sue for pardon^ at last 
commanded the sentence to be put in execntiom No 
sooner was the blow struck, rthan she repented of her 
own rashness, and bewailed his death with the deepest 
sorrow. James always considered him as one who had 
fallen a martjrr to his service, and, after his accession 
to the English throne, restored his son to his honours, 
as well as all his associates in the conspiracy, and dis¬ 
tinguished them with his favour.^ 

The Scottish ambassadors, finding that they 
continncs had arrived too late to execute the chief busi- 
trigoea'in ness Committed to their charge, not only con- 
EngiMd. ceded that part of their instructions with the 
utmost care; but congratulated the queen, in their 
roaster's name, on her happy escape from such an au- 
daciolis conspiracy. Elizabeth, though no stranger to 
the king's correspondence with Essex, or to that noble- 
roan's intentiotpof asserting James's right to the crown, 
was not willing that these should be known to the 
people, and, for fliat reason, received the congratula¬ 
tions of the Scottish ambassadors with all possible 
marks of credit and good-wiB; and in order to soothe 
James, and to preserve the appearances of union be¬ 
tween the two courts, increased the subsidy which .she 
paid him annually. The ambassadors resided for some 
time in England, and were'employed with great suc¬ 
cess, in renewing and extending the intrigues, which 
Bruce had formeriy entered into with the {bglish no¬ 
bles. As Elizabeth advanced in' years, the English 
turned theizi, eyes more and more towards Scotland, 
and were eager to prevent each ot|er in emuting the 
favour of their future monarch. Assurances of attach-, 
ment, professions of regard, and prmnises of support, 

^Caad. Sintow. 464. 
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were offisred to Jaiae|;t from ^vexy comer of the kia|[- 
dom. Cedi.hinselft^rceividg what hopes Esses bad 
founded on the frien&hip of <^e Sd>ttish king^ and 
what advantage hemight ham derived from it, thought 
it pradent to stand no longer at a distance lironi a prince, 
who ought so soon become his master^ But being sen¬ 
sible at tho sade time how dangerous such an inter¬ 
course might prove, under a mistress naturally jealous, 
and whose jeaJousy gprew stronger with old age; though 
he entered into a correspondence with him, he carried 
it on with all the secrety^ and caution necessary in his 
situation, and peculiar to his character.'* James having 
gained the man whose opposition and influence he had 
hitherto chiefly dreaded, waited, in perfect security, 
till that event should happen which would open his 
way to the throne of England." It was with some dif¬ 
ficulty that he restrained within proper bounds his ad¬ 
herents in that kingdom, who, labouring to distinguish 
themselves by that officious zeal, with which a prince, 
who has a near prospect of mounting the throne, is 
always served, urged him to allow a motion to be made 
in parliament for declaring hw right of succession to 
the crown. James prudently discouraged that design; 
but it was with no small satisfaction that he observed 
the ascendant he was acquiring in a court, the dictates 
of which he had been so long obliged to obey; and 
which had either prescribed or thwarted every step he 
had taken during the whole course of his reign.' 

i« 03 . Notwithstanding the violent struggles of the 
to'driSiit political factions which divided the court, and 
the frequent revolutions, which had ha||>eHed 


* 8«e AppMdix. He. UU- 

• Dr. Biich, in hit life «f- prince Hmiy, p. *». hnt eow ncaotml f (be 
mTHarioiit mode in tthidt'Ciit eonwpeodenee wu tuned on, nM hwe tta leHett 
eonrreed ftom Umdoo to Dnhlfa, ««• from (hume u SoMiHid. 
tludinn Hie eoQcitude which Cecil KpealedI; diMoeen dua bte bo 
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there, since the king; first took the reins of government 
into his own. hands^ Scbtland haH enjoyed unusual 
tranquillity, being undisturbed by any foreign epemy, 
and free from'any intestine commotion of long conti¬ 
nuance. During this period, James endeaYonted to civi¬ 
lize the Highlands and the Isl^ a part of-his dominions 
too much neglected by former monarchs, though the 
reformation of it was an ol^t highly worthy of their 
• care. The long peace with England had afforded an 
opportunity of subduing the licentious spirit of the 
borderers, and of restraining their depredations, often 
no less ruinous to their countrymen than to their ene¬ 
mies. The inhabitants of the low country began, gra¬ 
dually, to forget the use of arms, and to become atten¬ 
tive to the arts of peace. But the Highlanders, retain¬ 
ing their natural fierceness, averse from labour, and 
inured to rapine, infested their more industrious neigh¬ 
bours by their continual incursions, James, being so¬ 
licitous not only to repress their inroads, but to render 
them useful subjects,* had at different times enacted 
many wise l||vs extremely conducive to these ends. 
All landlords, or chiefs of clans, were enjoined to permit 
no persons to reside in their estates who could not find 
iufiicient surety for their good behaviour ; they were 
''required to make a list of all suspicious persons under 
their jiirisdictjon, to bind themselves tp deliver them 
to justice, and to indemnify those who should suffer by 
their robberies ; and, in onder to ascertain the faithful 
performance of these articles, the chiefs themselves 
were obliged to give hostages to the.'king, or to put 
pledges in his hands. Three towns, whichinight serve 
. as a retrea|for the industrious, and a^nrseiy for arts 
and commerce|,were appoint^ to be built in different 
parts of the Hfghlaixkf one in ^ahtire, another in 
Lochaber, and a third in the isle of Lewis; and, in 
order to draw inhabitants thither, all the privileges of 

f B<4I. Dor. 139. 
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royal boroughs were to be conferred upon them. Find¬ 
ing it, however, to be no easy matter to inspire the natives 
of those cbunteies with tlie love of industry, a resolution 
was taken to plant among them colonies of people froni 
the more industrious counties. The first experiment 
was made on the isle of Lewis; and as it wmt advan¬ 
tageously situated for the fishing trade, a source from 
which Scotland ought naturally to derive great wealth, 
the colony transported thither was drawn out of Fife, 
the inhabitants of which were well skilled in that branch 
of commerce. But before they had remained there long 
enough to manifest the good efiects of tliis institution, 
the islanders, enraged at seeing their country occupied 
by those intruders, took arms, aiid surprising them in 
the night-time, murdm’ed some of them, and compelled 
the rest to abandon the settlement. The king's atten¬ 
tion being soon after turned to other objects, we hear 
no more of this .salutary project. Tlioiigh James did 
not pursue the design with that steady application and 
perseverance, without which it is impossible to change 
the manners of a whole people, he had^the glory, how¬ 
ever, not only of having first conceived the thought, but 
of having first pointed out the proper method of intro¬ 
ducing the civil arts of life into that part of the island.** 
Kii*»- After having long enjoyed a good state of 
niiwMMd effect of a sound constitution, and 

the reward of uncommon regularity and tem¬ 
perance, Elizabeth began this winter to feel her vigour 
decrease, and to be sensible of the infirmities of old 
age. Having removed on a veiy stormy day from 
1603 . Westminster to Richmond, whither she was im- 
^ SI- patient to retire, her complaints increased. She 
had no formed fever; her pulse was goo4; but she ate 
little and could sleep. Her dishnn^r s^med to 
proceed frOin ft melancholy, whic}t appeared both 
in her cot^ttottmee and behaviour. .....She delighted in. 
’ ' » Pni. tsar. 1S94.15«7. Spolw-.^SS. 
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solitude, she sat coostanUy in the ; aad was often 
drowned in tern. 

No sopnerwas the'qiiieen’s indispositi^ ]cn0i#n, than 
persons of all ranks, and of all dilPerent^ecfs and par¬ 
ties, redoubled their applicatioqs & the kipg of Scots, 
and Vied with each other m: piofessionB of attach¬ 
ment to his person, and in promises of sulmvission to 
his government. Even some of Elizabe&'e own ser¬ 
vants, weary of the length of her reign, fond of novelty, 
impatient to get rid of the burden of gratitude for past 
benefits, and expecting to share in the liberality of a 
new prince, began to desert her: and crowds of people 
hurried towards Scotland, eager to pre-occupy the fa¬ 
vour of thh successor, or afraid of being too late in pay¬ 
ing homage to him. 

Meanwhile, the queen’s disease increased, smd her 
melancholy appeared to be settled and incurable^ Va¬ 
rious ccmjectures wbre formed concerning the causes of 
a disorder, from which she seemed to be exempted by 
the natural cheerfulness of her temper. Some imputed 
it to her being forced, contrary to her inclination, to 
pardon the earl of Tyronne, whose rebellion had for 
many years created her much trouble. Others ima¬ 
gined that it arose from observing the ingratitude of 
her courtiers, and the levity of her people, who beheld 
her health declining with most indecent indifierence, 
and looked forward to the accession of the Scottish 
king, with an impatience which they could not conceal. 
The most common. opinion, at that time, and perhaps 
the most probabk, was, that it flowed from grief for the 
earl of Essex. She retained an extraordinary regard 
fbr the memory of that unfoitnnate nobleman; and 
though she often complained of his obstinacy, seldom 
mentioned his name without temrs.' An accident hap¬ 
pened soon after her retiring to Richmond, which ise- 
vived her affection with new tmaderness, and inhittered 

*■ t 

* Bircli, Mem. ii. 545> 
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her sorrows. The countess of Nottingham, being on her 
death-bed, desired to see the queen, in order to rev^ 
something to her^ without discoyering which, she could 
not die in pea<^ When the queen came into her cham¬ 
ber, she told her, thfd while Essex lay under sentence of 
death, be was desirous of imploring [uirdoli in the mfimer 
which the queen herself jbad prescribed, by returning a 
ring, which during the height of his favour .she had 
given him, widi a promise that if, m any future distress, 
he sent that back to her as a token, it should entitle him 
to her protection; that lady Scrope %vas the person he 
intended to employ in order to present it; Uiut, by a 
mistake, it was put into her hands instead of lady 
Scropc’s; and, that she having communicated tlic mut¬ 
ter to her husband, one of Essex's most implncablc ene¬ 
mies, he had forbid her either to carry the ring to tiu' 
queen, or to return it to the earl. The countess Imving 
thus disclosed her secret, begged the queen’s forgive¬ 
ness : but Elizabeth, who now saw both the malice of 
the carl's enemies, and how unjustly she had suspected 
him of inflexible obstinacy, replied, “ God may forgive 
you, but 1 never canand left the room in great emo- 
tion.‘ From that moment, her spirit sunk entirely; she 
could scarce taste food; she refused all the medicines 
prescribed by her physicians; declaring that she wished 
to die, and would live no longer. No entreaty could 

^ Thii mircdote concrriiing ElUabctli w» Suit |>ubli>hed bjf Othoinc, .Mem. ai 
Kill. p. 33; ii coofinoad by the tetUmonjr o( Ue Muiriet, Mem. VfiO, eiui bj; tbi 
Ueditionel cfidenee of lady EUzabeUi Spelmui, publbhed bjr Ur. DikIi, Negoc. 
106. Cunden menliotif the qaeea a grief for Kaaeali death aa one of the caoaat oi 
her nebnchol/. Some originu papera remain, wiiief prove ihal Ibia waa vommoaiji 
believed at the fioe. Biich, Mem. ii. 506. Kaaea. however, bad been beheaded 
two yean before her death, and there aeemi to have been oq otbn reaaon, but Ihal 
which we have aiaigned, wbv her aomnvt aboaid nrive witii ap u'acb violence ot ar 
great a daUnoe of Bale. Aa the death of die coontcia of KoUinpiaa happened 
about a furtuiglit before the queen’a death, the caincidcoco. «f Iheae eventt, hi- 

S ilbvr with the otherovideoce menliatied, adda ao oiacb prpbhbiiity to the ito^ ie> 
led by Oabome, ai will eotitle it to a in tiUaiy. The only Objection to Uir 
account We have given of Eliaabelb’aatUchmeiU to Earci,arll«aft«n her great afc. 
At the ^ of 68, the aniotuita paaaiona uo cemmonly abondamly eooi, and the vm- 
kiwa of ail the pataioM, eacept one, ia nmeh abated. Bat the baoa of tlib. ul^- 
ibM ia eaiMy naoved by an aalboi who hat UhwtniM maay paaaage* in Uir 
Englitb IfiaUiry, and adornetl aieic. Catatogoe of Royal and Nobic Author', 
ArUple tea. 
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prev^ pn her to go lb!!*^ tlji^ on cui^ds, dur- 
ing^tea days and nights, pensiij^aiCp spent, tolding her 
finger slniost ccmtiUttB^ in h^ mouPl^pih, her eyes 
. ^open, 4a, 0“ ^ thing to 

which she seefl^d ft) give anyj^^^on, :pie acts 

of Pfirotion p<^nned in he|^^ti^ent'iiy the arch¬ 
bishop of Cantethep ; and i n thtee fhe joined with 
great appearance c^ fervour,^^^asted, h*Jast, as well • 
by anguish of mind, as by Idi% abstinehce, she expired, 
mthottt a struggle, on Thursday, the %|fh day of March, 
in the seventieSi year of her ^e, and in .the forty-fifth , 
of her reign.^, 

He, Foreigners often accuse the Englipi of indif- 
fapence and disrespect towards their princes; 
but without reason. No people are more grateful than 
they to those honarcbs who merit their gratitude. The 
names of! Edward III. and Heniy V. are mentioned by 
the En^h of this,,age with the same warmth w they 
were by those who shared in the blessings and splen¬ 
dour of their reigns. The memory of Elizabeth is still 
idored in England. The historians of that kingdom, 
after celebrating her love of her people ; her sagacity 
in discerning their true interest* her steadiness in pur¬ 
suing it; her wisdom in the choice of her ministers.; 
the glory the acquired by arms; the tranquillity she 
secured to her subjects; and the increase of fame, of 
riches, and of .commerce, which were the fruite of all 
these; justly rank her among the most illustrious 
princes. Even the defects in her chara<^,they observe, 
were not of a kind pernicious ter her peo^e; Her ex¬ 
cessive frugtJity was not accompanied with the tove of 
hoarding; (&d, though itprevented'some greatfinder- 
takings, and rendered the succera of others incomplete, 
it introduced economy into her a&ninistiatiDn, and ex^;i 
empAed the nation from many burdi^as, whiclfi a radnmrcb, 
more profuse or more enterprismg, must have ir 

> Camd. Bkdi, M«i|. U. AOS. Nifac.S06. StiTpt.ii,STS. 
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slowoA^ ^ rellpiimng fteif servants sometimes ^- 
cogged us«fbliti4^; it prcvei^ted the uodcscrviiig 

from acquiriimpHlwer aod we#K’,'’to wliicli tbey had 
no tide. He^ctre^ jealou^'bf thoi» pcinees who 
pretendad to»|iiaput^ei; right to thi^ cidirn,''^ her to 
take such pn^utiona^ at^tended no lee^to the pti^c 
safety, thw to her own r^d to court the af^tt^ns of 
her people^ as.dte firmest support pf her throni^ such is 
the picture wUcih the English draw of this great qpeeb., 
Whoever undertakes to write the history of Scotland, 
finds himself obliged, frequently, to view her in a very 
different, and in a less amiable light.' Her authority in‘. 
tliat kingdom, during the greater part of her reign, wsis 
little inferior to that which she possessed in her own. 
But this authority, acquired at first by a service of grc.al 
importance to the nation, she exercised in a manner 
extremely pernicious to its happiness. jBy her industry 
in fomenting the rage of the two contending factions; 
by supplying the one with partial aid; by feeding the 
other with false hopes; by balancing their power so.. 
artfully, that each of them wa.s able to distress, and 
neither of them to subdue the other; she rendered Scof- 
land long the seat of discord, confu.sion, and bloodshed; 
and her craftatul intrigues,effecting wliat the valpuroflier 
ancestors could not accomplish, reduced that kingdom 
to a state of dependeuce bn England. The maxims of 
policy, often little consonant to those of morality, may, 
perhaps, justify ,thfe conduct But no apology can be 
offered for her Mhaviour to queen Mary ; a scene of 
dissimulation'vdthout necessity; and ofseverity beyond 
example. In almost all her other actions,Eliz^th is the 
object of bur highest, admiration; in this we must allow , 
l^at she not only laid aside the mago^imity which be- 
cidne a queenfl^t the fcClings natural to a woman. 
jnii^W Though Elizabeth would never pejmit the 
kSSf Question concerning the rigift of iucc^ibn to 
. tjjg t-roiyu to be determined in pariiaihent; nor- ^ 



234 SPOT LAND. [1603. 

^lare her own sentimentsooncerning a point which she 
wished to remain an impenetrable mystery; she had, 
however, formed no design of excluding the Scottish 
king from, inheritance ^ which his title was un¬ 
doubted. A short time before her deaths she broke the 
silence which she had so long preserved on that sub¬ 
ject, and told Cecil and the lord admiral, “ That her 
throne was the dirone of kings; that she Would have 
no mean person to ascend it, and that her cousin the 
king of Scots should be her successor.” This she con¬ 
firmed on her death-bed. As soon as she breathed her 
last, the lords of the privy-council proclaimed James 
king of England. All the intrigues carried on by fo¬ 
reigners in favour of the infanta, all die cabds formed 
within die kingdom to support the tides of lady Ara- 
' bella and die earl of Hartford, disappeared in a mbmenf; 
the nobles and people, forgetting their ancient hostili¬ 
ties with Scotland, and their aversion for the dominion 
of strangers, testified dieir satisfaction with louder ac¬ 
clamations than were usual at the accession of their 
native princes. Amidst this tumult of joy, a motion 
made by a few patriots, who proposed to prescribesome 
conditions to the successor, and to exact from him the 
redress of some grievances, before they called him to 
the dirone, was scarcely heard j and Cecil, by stifling 
it, added to his stock of merit with his new master. Sir 
Charles Percy, brother of the earl of Northumberland, 
and Thomas Somerset, the earl of Worcester’s son, were 
dispatched to Scotland, with a letter to the king, signed 
by all the peers and privy-counsellors then in London; 
informing him of die queen’s death, of his accession to 
the throne, of their care to recognise his tide, and of 
die universal applai»e with which the public proclama¬ 
tion of it had been attended. They m^e the utmost 
baste to 'deliver this welcome message j' but were pre¬ 
vented by the zeal of Sir Robert Carey, lord Huiwdon’s 
youngest son, who, setting out a few hours after Eliza- 
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betb's drath, nfrived at Ediabtirgh cm Saturday night, 
just as the king had gone to bed. He was iininedi> 
ately adrailted'J^ the royal aparthicnt, and kneeling 
by the king s 1^, acquainted him with >death of 
Elizabeth, Saluted him king of England, Scotland, 
France, and Iceland; and as a token fhe truth of the 
intelligence which he brought, presented him a ring, 
which his sistor, lady Scrope, had taken from the queen s 
huger after her death. James heard him witli a decent 
composure. But as Carey was oifly a private raci^sen- 
ger, the information which he brought was not made 
public, and the king k^t his apartment till the arrivtd 
of Percy and Somerset. Then his titles were solemnly 
proclaimed; and his own subjects expressed no less 
joy, than the English, at this increase of his dignity. 
As his presence was absolutely necessary in England, 
where the people were extremely impatient to see their 
new sovereign, he prepared to set out for that kingdom 
without delay. He appointed his queen to follow him 
within a few weeks. He committed the government of 
Scotland to his privy-council. He intrusted the care 
of his children to diti'erent noblemen. On tlic Sunday 
before his departure, he repaired to the cliureh of St. 
Giles, and after hearing a sermon, in whieli the preacher 
displayed the greatness of the divine goodness in rais¬ 
ing him to the throne of such » powerftil kingdom with¬ 
out opposition or bloodshed, and exhorted him to ex¬ 
press his gratihide, by promoting, tu the utmost, the 
happiness and prosperity of his subjects ; the king rose 
up, and addressing himself to die people, made many 
professions of unalterable adection towards them; pro¬ 
mised to visit Scotland frequently; assured them that 
his Scottish subjects, notwithstanding his absence, 
should feel that be was their native prince, no less 
than when he resided among tliem; and might still trust 
that his ears should be always open to their petitions, 
whiefi he would answer with the alacrity and love of a 
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parent. -Bis words were oft^ interrupted by the tears 
qfjl^e whole aadience; who, though they exulted at 
the king’s pro^mty, were mdted 'into sorrow by these 
tender* dec%aUo‘ns)” ^ 

Tttogoi- On'the Sth of .^ril he be|:an his jo^^ey, 
tte ® splendid, hut not a nunjerous train; and 

'next^- dqf he entered Berwick. Wherever he 
came, immerse multitudes were assembled to welcome 
hun; and thtprihclpal persons in the diiferept counties 
through whjcS he 'passed, displayed ^.their wealth 
and magnificence in entertainments prepared for him 
at their houses. Elizabeth had reigned so long in. 
England, that most of her subjects remembered no other 
court but hers, and their notioUs of the manners and 
. decorums suitable to a prince were formed upon what 
i they had observed there. It was natural to apply this 
standard to the behaviour and actions of their new 
monarch, and to compare him, at first sight, with the 
queen, on whose throne he was to be placed. James, 
whose manners were extremely different from hers, 
sufii^ed by the comparison. He had hot diat flowing. 
affability, by which Elizabeth captivated, the hearts of 
her people ; aift, though easy among a few whom he 
loved, his indolence could not bear the fatigue of ren¬ 
dering himself agreeable to a mixed multitude. He 
was no less a strmiger to that dignity with which Eliza¬ 
beth teihpered her familiarity. And, instead of that 
well-judged frug^ity with which fhe conferred tides 
of honour)' he bestowed them with an undistinguishing 
profusion, that rradered them no longer maiks of dis-' 
itiUction, Cl* jrewjEurds of merit. But these w^,,the re¬ 
flections of di'e few alone f the multitude'^^^^tinued'' 
their a^laa^tions; and, amidst t^^ JUmes entered . 
London on- the fth of May, tmd p^^ble pos¬ 
session of the throl^^bl^gli^.' 

Thus wei¥ 'cmit^ two kingdoms, divided 

■ SpuUw. ■ 06 , 
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from the earUjest acconiit:^ of time, but destiiied, by 
their sUnatbti, to form ooe great monarchy. By tbii 
junction of its whole native force, Great Bribiin hadt 
risen to an eminence and authority In E^op^ which 
England and Scotland, while separate, could never 
have attained; ‘ ' 

The Scots had so long''|eonsidered their 
the rerolu- monarchs as next heirs to tlie ^gtisK throne, 
iXVtutlm that they had full leisure to reflect pn.all the 
consequences of their beitig^ advanced .to that 
acensioD of dignity. But, dazzled with the glory ofgiving 
jaiiH-i VI. ^ sovereign to their powerful enemy, relying 
on tlie partiality of their native prince, and in Adi ex¬ 
pectation of sharing liberally in the wealth and honours 
which he would now be able to bc.stuw, they attended 
little to the most obvious con.scquunccs of that great 
event, and rejoiced at his accession to the throne of 
England, as if it had been no less beneficial to the 
kingdom, than honourable to the king. They suuu had 
reason, however, to adopt very different sentiments; and 
fnnn that period we may date a total alteration in the 
poliUcal constitution of Scotland. 

. The feudal aristocracy, which hadi been subverted 
in most nations of Europe by the policy of their princes, 
or had been undermined by the progress of comtuerce, 
still subsisted witli full force in ScoUand. Many causes 
had contributed gradually to augment the power of tlic 
Scottish nobles; and even the Reformation, which, in 
every other country where it prevailed, added to the 
authority , of the monarch, had . increased their weaBh 
and infipence. A king possessed of a small reventte, 
' with a pSbrogative extremely limited, and unsupported 
by a standing army, could not exercise ntiich, authority 
^ver such,i^nt subjects. He was ob^ed to govern 
by expe#|^; and die la^s duiiv$4 their force not 
from hispofr^ to execute tbem/but from die voluntary 
submissi^ of (he nobles. But d^ugb this produced 
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a species ^^era^^t extremdy |e^le ahd irregular ; 
though Scotland, ui»4ef % lame, at^ with all the out- 
warf ensigns'^ a mon^chy, was redly subject to an 
aristocracy, the ^^ We^ not altogether unhappy; 
and, even in Ihis \?,ild form W a constitution, there were 
princ^es which tended to their security and advantage. 
The king, cheeky and overawed by the nobles, 4(irst 
• venture up^ mo act of arbitrary power. The nobles, 
jealous bC th^^ing^whose claims and pretensions were 
mAny,‘ihough;^i| power was small, wis^e^afraid of 
irritating th^ir dependants by unreasonable exactions, 
and tempered the rigour of aristocratical tyranny, with 
a mildness and eqnality to |rhich it is naturally a 
stranger: As l^ng as the military genius of the feudal 
government remained in vigour, the vassals both of the 
\ erown and of this barons were generally not only free 
from oppression, but were courted by their superiors, 
whcjse pbwer and irilportance were founded on their 
attachment and Jove. 

But, by his accession to the throne of England, 
James squired siiich an immense accession of wealth, 
of poWw, did of splendour, that the nobles, astonished 
u#!ni<3ated>thought it vain to, struggle for pri- 
vileg^lwhich they were now unable to defend. Nor 
was it from fear alone that they submitted to the yoke; 
James, partial to hiS countrymen, and willing that they 
should partake in his good fortune, loaded them with 
riclmiand honours; and the hope^ha fovour con¬ 
curred with the dread of his pow^ in taming their 
fierce sad independent spirits. .The will of ^ prince 
became the suprdiae law in Scotland ; and Uobles 
strove, with'^iidation, whw should most ,^^icitly 
r obey co^ands which they Jbad foMiy b^ accus¬ 
tomed tocontrinur Satisfie^wiBi hwriwg Effected the 
nobles to the ciOwn^Ae l^Jcft ]fei posses- 
sioi^^ir apeirat pSs^im overtheir own vassals. 
Th^tensive rights, ,^led m -a feudal chief, became 
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in their hands dreadful instrumttbite of oppre^ou, and 
the military ideasi, on which thdin jiighfs were founded, 
being gradually lost or disregarded, n(Khini| remidOcd 
to correct or to mitigate l^e^gdpti^idi, which they 
were exerdsed. The noblH^ exiiaus|ting flimir^brtunes 
by tb6 expense of frequent attendance upon the Ei^ltah 
court, and by attempts to imitate ll%e manners and 
luxury of their more wealthy neighbours, ipulUpIied 
exactions upon the people, who durst hai^y ^er com->- 
plaints which they knew would ueye? feacli tlus ^ 
of their sov^ign, nor move him to grant them any 
dress. From the union of the crowns to die revolution 
in 1688, Scodand wak'placed, in a political situation, 
of all others the most singular and the most unhappy; 
subjected at once to the absolute will of a monarch, 
and to the oppressive jurisdiction of dh aristocracy, it 
suffered all the miseries peculiar to both these forms of 
government. Its kings were despotic; its ndblcs were 
slaves and tyrants; and the people groaned %nder the 
rigorous domination of both. 

During this period, the nobles, it is true, mndc om* 
effort to shake of}' the yoke, and to regain their aimient 
independence. After .the death of Jawes, the Scottish 
nation was no longer viewed by our monarcltk widi 
any partial affection. Charles 1., educated among the 
English, discovered no peculiar attachmc'iit to the king¬ 
dom of which he. was a native. Tin; noble.s |>erct^iv- 
ing the sceptrq^now in hands less friendly, and 
swayed by a prince with whom they had dittle coa- 
nexion,a^overwhosc counsels they bad little influence, 
no long^ submitted widi the same ii^licit obedimicfii 
Provol^^Jby some encroachments of the iuog on 
order, and appiiedt^Bive of others, the retnaiop of th^r 
ancient spj^t beghp to appear. They complained and 
remonsfni|^^ The people tb<^ng, at the same time, 
violently dugusted at the ii^viidtms in religion, tlie 
nobles secredy Imightened this disgust; and their arti- 
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such a spirit,^li^t 

Jhii| 80vei*l)^u^ a union aa 4 , ahim^ty of '(fhich 
th^ had forni'enp^eml^^c^p^ '''Charles bi^hght 
jj^enf^e forcesj ol^^igla^lShd, poWith^nd- 
ing’tlieir o#i^.ura(gi,- an^/i&e 2^^^ the pplipw. the 
iwble^ in |he struggle, But fb?| dis- 

affecjioniJip^ was groiriug among hjhs English sub- 
yectSipi^etilpI the^king front acting with vigour, A 
civil ri^r/br^^^t in both kingdoms; a^ after many 
battles: anc^Woldtions, tvhith are weff^Wown, the 
Scottish first began thenar, were iiprolved 

^in.lhe^^anh .ruin with th^thrcine. 'At the restoration, 


Charles |r^;reminedi.full possesion of the royal pre- 
^rr^tlv^ in Scotland ; aidd the nobles, whose estates 
i^ljed, o^lieir spirit broken, by the calamities to 
which mey had ,6^ exposed, were less able and less 
,wi||ing everlvh) re||st the power pf the crown. 
During his and that, of James VII. the dictates 
of tW monar^h^ere received in Scotland with the most 
abjed^il^mi^lc®,. Xhe poverty to which many of the 
notW pjSp 'l^hced. rendered them meaner slaves and 
morei^[et^bl(|tyrants than ever. The people, always 
negl^pS,'were now odious, and loaded with every 
iqjttry, on account of their attachment to rdigious 
and political principles, extremely repugnant to those 
ad^ed. by their princes. 

'IIk revolution introduced othM roijpcims into the 
government of Scotiand. To incp^e the authori^ of 
the pdlibe. Or to secure theprivSegt^of theafibles^had 

object of our^OTs.^ The 

rifflMH 'of ^Ipie^le were hardly eyermcp^lp^v^reii^^' 
-'idi^^qili^d, or .unknown. Atteh^D^^{fth^%ii^or-' 
war^Wbe paidi^ the welfare ofj^liicO |bW ' By the 
. the 

nu^W'pf'i||eir reppi^^yes i^ng'inc^^d, ibey 
giipially ^nire^ l^w welg^l^.SEnd consid^^ in 
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parlianimt As th^ Mme to ei^y more seotuity^find 
greater pow^ ^ir minds bc^an to open, and to fditn 
more extensive plaiu of commerce of ix^ustry, and of 
police. Bui die aristocraticm’ sjurit, whicli still pre¬ 
dominated, toge&'er with n^y other acddent% retailed 
the iih{ 90 vement and happiness of the nation. 

, AnOdier 'gpreat event completed wh&t the' Revolution 
had begun. The political pOwer of the ooKlcis, already 
broken by the union of the two crowtt, was-almost 
annihilated by the union of the two kingdoms. Instead 
of making a part, as formerly, of tho supreme assembly 
of the nation, instead of bearing the most considerable 
sway there, the peers of Scotland arc admitted into the 
British parliament by their representatives only, and 
form buf an inconsiderable part of one of those bodies 
in which the legislative authority is vested. They them¬ 
selves are excluded absolutely from the house of coni- 
mdns, and even their eldest sons are not permitted to 
represent their countrymen in that august assembly. 
Nor have their feudal privileges remained, to compen¬ 
sate for this extinction of their political autbc^ty. As 
commerce advanced in its progress, and government 
attained nearer to perfection, thc.so wefb insensibly cir¬ 
cumscribed, and at last, by laws no le.ss .salutary to the 
public than fatal to the nobles, they have been almost 
totally abolished. As the nobles were depri\ ed of power, 
the people acquired liberty. Exempted from burdens, 
to which they werftformerly subject, screened from op¬ 
pression to which they had been long exposed, and 
adopted into a constitution, whose genius and laws 
-were more liberal than their own, they have extended 
flieir coiimerce, refined their manners, madn impMye* 
ments in the d^ance.s of life, and cultivated^ arts 
and sciences. 

This survey of the political stote of Scotlaiul, in 
which events and dieir causes have been mentioned 
rather than developed, enables us io point out three 

VOL. ir.* a 
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eras, from each of which we may date some great altera¬ 
tion in. one or other of the three different members of 
which the supreme kgislative assembly in our constitu¬ 
tion is composed. At their accession to the throne of 
England, the kings of Scotland, once the most limited, 
became, in an instant, the most absolute princes in 
Europe, and exercised a despotic'authority, which their 
parliaments were unable to control, or their nobles to 
resist. At the union oi the two kingdoms, the feudal 
aristocracy, which^ had subsisted -sh many ages, and 
with power., so exorbitant, was overturned, and the 
Scottish nobles, having surrendered rights and pre¬ 
eminences peculiar to dieir order, reduced themselves 
to a condition, which is no longer the terror and envy 
of other subjects. Since the union, the commons, an¬ 
ciently neglected by their kings, and seldom courted 
by the nobles, have emerged into dignity; and; being 
admitted to a participation of all the privileges which 
the English had purchased at the expense of so much 
blooij^ must now be deemed a body not less consider¬ 
able in the one kingdom, than they have long been in 
Xbe other. » 

- The church felt the effects of the absolute power 
which the king acquired by his accession ; and its re¬ 
volutions,' too, are worthy of notice. James, during 
the latter years of his administration in Scotland, had 
revived the name and office of bishops. But they pos¬ 
sessed no ecclesiastical jurisdiction or pre-eminence; 
their revenues were inconsiderable, and they were 
scarcely distinguished by any thing but by their seat 
in parliament, and by being the object of the cleXgy’s 
jealousy, and the people’s hatredi The king/ delighted 
with the splendour and authority which the English 
bishops enjoyed, and ei^er to raect a union in the 
•ecclesiastical policy, which he had, in vain, attempted 
in the citril'governmmit of the two kingdoms, resolved 
to bring both chhrches to an exact conformity with 
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each odi^. Three. Scotsmen were consecrated bishops 
at London. From them their brethren were com* 
manded to r^eive orders. Ceremonies unknown in 
Scotland were imposed; and though the clergy, less 
obsequious than the nobles, boldly opposed these inno* 
vatiohs, James, long practised and well-skilled in the 
arts of managing them, obmined at length their com¬ 
pliance. But Charles I., a superstitious prince, unac¬ 
quainted with the genius of the Scots, imprudent and 
precipitant in all the measures he pursued in that king¬ 
dom, pressing too eagerly the reception of the English 
liturgy, and indiscreetly attempting a resumption of 
church lands, kindled the flames of civil war; and the 
people being left at liberty to indulge their own wishes, 
the episcopal church was overturned, and the presby- 
terian government and discipline were re-established 
with new vigour. Together with monarchy, episcopacy 
was restored in Scotland. A form of government, so 
odious to tlie people, required force to uphold it; and 
though not only the whole rigour of authority, but all 
the barbarity of persecution, were employed in its 
support, the aversion of the nation was insurmountable, 
and it subsisted with difficulty. At thw Revolution, the 
inclinations of the people were thought worthy the at¬ 
tention of the legislature, the prelbyterian government 
was again established, and, being ratified by the imion, 
is still maintained in the kingdom. 

Nor did the influence of the accession extend to the 
civil and ecclesiastioal constitutions alone; the genius 
of the nation, its taste and spirit, things of a nature 
still more delicate, were sensibly aflected by that event. 
When l&rning revived in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, all &e modem languages were in a state ex¬ 
tremely barbarous, devoid of elegance, of vigour, and 
even of peri^cuity. No author thought of writing in 
language so' ill ac^pted to 'express and, embellish his 
sentimmits, or of erecting a work for umnortality with 

R 2 
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such rude and perishable taaterials« As the spirit, which 
prevailed at that time, did not owe its rise to any ori^^ 
ginal effort of the human mind, but was excited chiefly 
by admiration of the ancients, which began then to be 
studied with attention in every part of Europe, their 
compositions were deemed not only the standards of 
taste and of sentiment, but of style; and even the Ian* 
guages in which they wrote were thought to be pecu¬ 
liar, and almost consecrated to learning and the muses. 
Not only the mannjpr of the ancients was imitated, but 
their language was adopted; and extravagant as the 
attempt m:^ appear to write in a dead tongue, in which 
men were not accustomed to think, and which they 
could not speak, or even pronounce, the success of it 
was astonishing. As they formed their style upon the 
purest models; as they were uninfected with those 
barbarisms, which the inaccuracy of familiar conversa¬ 
tion, the affectation of courts, intercourse with strangers, 
and a thousand other causes, introduce into living lan¬ 
guages ; many moderns have attained to a degree of 
elegance in their Latin compositions, which the Romans 
themselves scarce possessed beyond the limits of the 
Augustan age. While this was almost the only species 
of composition, and all authors, by using one common 
language, could be brought tP a nearer comparison, the 
Scottish writers were not inferior to those of any other 
nation. The happy genius of Buchanan, equally formed 
to exedi in prose and in verse, more various, more ori¬ 
ginal, and more elegant,* than that of almost any other 
modem who writes in Latin, reflects, with regard to 
this particular; the greatest lustre on his country. 

But the labour attmiding the stndy of a dead tongue, 
was iiiuome; the unequal return for their industry 
which authors met with, vrfao could be read and ad¬ 
mired only within the narrow circle of the learned, was 
mortifying^ and men, instead of wasting Iti||lf thhir lives 
in learning the language of the Romans, began to re- 
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fine. and to polish tibeir own. The modern tongues 
were found to be susceptible of beauties and graces, 
which, if/lot .equal to those of the ancient ones, were 
at least more attainable. The Italians having first set 
the example, Latin was no longer used in works of 
taste] it was confined to books of science.; and the 
politer nations have banished it even from thede. The 
Scots, we may presume, would have had no cause to 
regret this change in the public taste, and would still 
have been able to maintain some ^quality with other 
nations, in their pursuit of literary honour. The English 
and Scottish languages, derived from the same sources, 
were, at tlie end of the sixteenth century, in a state 
nearly similar, differing from oue another somewhat in 
orthography, though not only the words, but the idioms, 
were much the same. The letters of several Scottish 
statesmen of that age are not inferior in elegance, or in 
purity, to those of the English ministers with whom 
they corresponded. James himself was master of a 
style far from contemptible; and by his example and 
encouragement, the Scottish language might have kept 
pace with the English in refinement. Scotland might 
have had a series of authors in its oWn, as well as in 
the Latin language, to boast of; and the improvements 
in taste, in tlte arts, and in the sciences, which spread 
over the other polished nations of Europe, would not 
have been unknown there. 

But, at the very time when other nations were be¬ 
ginning to drop the use of Latin in works of taste, and 
to make trial of the strength and compass of their own 
languages, Scotland ceased to be a kingdom. The 
'^transports of joy, which the accession at first occa¬ 
sioned, were soon over; and the Scots, being' at once 
depnved of all the objects that refine 5r animate a 
people; of the presence of their prince, of the con¬ 
course pf nobles, of the splendour and elegance of a 
court, a uuiversal dejection, of spirit seems to have 
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seized the nation. The court being withdrawn, no do¬ 
mestic standard of propriety and correctness of speech 
remained ; the few compositions that Scotland pro- 
dujced were tried by the English standard, and every 
word or phrase that varied in the least from that, was 
condemned as barbarouswhereas, if the two nations 
had continued distinct, each might have retained idioms 
and forms of speech peculiar to itself;, and these, ren¬ 
dered fashionable by the example-of a court, and sup¬ 
ported by the authority of writers of reputation, mi^ht 
have been viewed in the same light with the varieties 
occasioned by the different dialects in the Greek 
tongue; they even might have been considered as 
beauties; and, in many cases, might have been used 
promiscuously by the authors of both nations. But, by 
the accession, the English naturally became the sole 
judges and lawgivers in language, and rejected as 
solecisms every form of speech to which their ear was 
not accustomed. Nor did the Scots, while the inter¬ 
course between the two nations was inconsiderable," 
and ancient prejudices were still so violent as to pre¬ 
vent imitation, possess the means of refining their own 
tongue according to the purity of the English standard. 
On the contrary, new corruptions flowed into it from 
every different source. The clergy of Scotland, in that 
age, were more eminent for piety than for learning; 
and though there did not arise many authors among 
them, yet being in possession of the privilege of dis¬ 
coursing publicly to the people, and. their sermons be¬ 
ing too long, and perhaps too frequent, such hasty pro- 

■ A nmukable proof of die litde mteicoaiie between the Englbb and Scol^ 
before the anion of the erowne. to be feand in two aurioof pl^en, one pobiMhed 
by Ha;nei,,the other by Strjrpe. In the year 1S6T, Eiiaabelb commanded the 
bubop (d mndpn to take a eoryey of all the itrangen ^thin the cities of London 
and Wifetfflinator. .By tbis report, wbidi U yen mionte, it appears that the whole 
number of Scots at that time was Wy-^ighl. Hsynes, dju. A sorrey of the same 
Jtind was made bySirThonuu Bow.Iotd^nayot. A. D. 1568. The number of Scots 
badtbenlncieaseoto ei^ty.eigbt. Strype.iy. Supplement, No. L Ontfanaccessioa 
of Jaiaas,acoatidentiiloMmbarof Scots, aspecisl^ of tiw bibber nnk; resorted to 
Xngla^ i ^t it was not' liU the anioo.thi^tbe inttncaise befwemt the two kingdoms 
WCWM pMt. « 
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diictions could not be elegant, and many slovenly and 
incorrect modea of expression may be traced back to 
that original. The pleadings of lawyers were equally 
loose and inaccurate, and that profession having fur¬ 
nished more authors, and the matters of which they 
treat mingling daily in common discourse and business, 
many of those vicious forms of speech, which are de¬ 
nominated Scotticisms, have been introduced by them 
into the language. Nor did either the language or 
public -taste receive any improvement in parliament, 
where a more liberal and more correct eloquence might 
have been expected. All business was transacted there 
by the lords of articles, and tlley were so servilely de¬ 
voted to the court, that few debates arose, and, prior 
to the Revolution, none were conducted with the spirit 
and vigour natural to a popular assembly. 

Thus, during the whole seventeenth century,tlie Eng¬ 
lish were gradually refining their language and their 
taste; in Scotland the former was much debased, and 
the latter almost entirely lost. In the beginning of that 
period, both nations were emerging out of barbarity ; 
but the distance between them, which was then incon¬ 
siderable, became, before the end of it, immense. Even 
after science had once dawned upon them, the fikots 
seemed to be sinking back into ignorance and obscu¬ 
rity ; and active and intelligent as they naturally arc, 
they continued, while other nations were eager in the 
pursuit of fame and knowledge, in a state of languor. 
This, however, must be imputed to the unhappiness of 
their political situation, not to any defect of genius; 
for no sooner was the one removed in any degree, than 
the other began to display itself. The act abolishing 
the power of the lords of articles, and other salutary 
laws passed at the Revolution, haying introduced free¬ 
dom of debate into the Scottish pariiament, eloquence, 
with all ^ arts that accompany or perfect it, became 
immediate objects of attention; and the example of'' 
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Fletcher of Salton alone is sufficient to shew that the 
Scots were still capable of generous sentiments, and, 
notwithstanding some peculiar idioms, were able.to 
express themselves with energy and with elegance. 

At length the union having incorporated the two 
nations, and rendered them one people, the distinctions 
which had subsisted for many ages gradually wear 
away; peculiarities disappear; the same manners pre* 
vail in both parts of the island; the same authors are 
read and admired; the same entertainments are fre¬ 
quented by the elegant and polite; and the same 
standard of taste and of purity in language, is esta¬ 
blished. The Sqots, after being placed, during a whole 
century, in a situation no less fatal to the liberty than 
to the taste and genius of the nation, were at once put 
in possession of privileges more valuable than those 
which their ancestors had formerly enjoyed; and every 
obstruction that had retarded their pursuit, or prevented 
their acquisition, of literary fame, was totally removed. 
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CRITICAL DISSERTATION 

CONOUtltlKO 

THE MURDEE OF KINO IIENE^, 

AKO 

THE GENUINENESS OF THE QUEEN’S tEWERS 
TO BOTHWF.LL. 


It is not my intention to engage in all tbe controversies 
to which.the murder of king Henry, or the letters from 
queen Mary to Bothwcll, have given rise; far less to 
appear as an.adversary to any particular author, who 
hath treated of them. To repeat and to expose all the 
ill-founded assertions, witli regard to tliese points, which 
have flowed from inattention, from prejudice, from par¬ 
tiality, from malevolence, and from dishonesty, would 
be no les^ irksome to myself, than unacceptable to mn.st 
of my readers. All I propose is, to assist others in 
forming some judgment concerning the facts in dispute, 
by stating the proofs produced on each side, with as 
much brevity as the case will admit, and with the same 
attention and impartiality which I have cndcavourcfl to 
exercise in examining other controverted points in tlic 
Scottish history. 

In order to account for the king’s murder, two dif¬ 
ferent systems have been formed. The one supposes 
Bothwell to have contrived and executed, this crime. 
The other imputes it to the earls of Murray, Morton, 
and their par^. 

The decision of many controverted facts in history, 
is a iiiattp rather of curiosity than of iwe. Tliey stand 
detached; and whatever we determine with regard to 
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tlieoii fabric of the story. rcmaiiiB untouched. , ^But 
the |^ under dispute in this'place is a fundamental 
a^ ^essential one, and according^ to the opinion which 
an historian adopts with regard to^it, he must vary and 
<di^MMe the whole of his subsequent narration.. An 
historical system may be tried in two different ways, 
whether it he consistent widi probability, and whether 
it be supported by proper evidence. > 

Those who charge the king’s murder upon Bothwell, 
argue in the following-manner; and, though their rea¬ 
sonings have been mentioned already in different parts 
of the narrative, it is necessary to repeat them here. 
(Mary’s love for Damley, say they^ was a sudden and 
"^youthful passion. The beauty of his person, set off by 
some external frivolous accomplishments, was his chief 
merit, and gained her affections. His capricious temper 
soon raised r in the queen a disgust, which broke, out on 
different occasions; His engaging in the conspiracy 
against Rizio, converted this disgust into an antipathy, 
which she was at no pains to conceal. This breach was, 
perhaps, in its own nature irreparable; the. king cer¬ 
tainly wanted that art and condescension which alone 
could have repaired it. It widened every day, and a 
deep and settled hatred effaced all remains of affection. 
Bothwell observed this, and was prompted by ambition, 
and perhaps by love, to found upon it a scheme, which 
proved fatal both to the queen and to himself. He had 
served Mary at different times wiffi fidelity and success. 
He insinuated himself into her favour,, by address and 
by flattery. By degrees he gained her heart. In order 
to gratify his love, or at least his ambition, it was ne¬ 
cessary to get rid of the king. M^ bad rejected the 
proposal which, it is said, had been made tp her for ob¬ 
taining a divorce., The king was equally ^ted by the 
.partisiuis of die house of Hamilton, a considerable party 
in the kingdomby Murray, one of the most powerful 
and popular persons in his coun ^; by Mpildn ^d his 
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associates, whom he'had deceived, and whom Bothwell 
had bound to his interest by a recent favour. Among 
the people Damley was fallen under extreme contempt. 
BotWell might expect, for all these reasons, tliat the 
murder of the king would pass without any inquiry, «nd 
might trust to Maiy’s love, and to his own address and 
good fortune, for the accomplishment of the rest of his 
wishes. What Bothwell expected really came to pa.ss. 
Mary, if not privy herself to the design, connived at an 
action which rid her of a man whom she had such good 
reason to detest. A few months after the murder of her 
husband, she married the person who was both suspected 
and accused of having perpetrated that odious crime. 

Those who charge the guilt upon Murray and his 
party, reason in this manner: Murray, they say, was a 
man of boundless ambition. Notwithstanding the ille¬ 
gitimacy of his birth, he had early formed a design of 
usurping the crown. On the queen's return into Scot¬ 
land, he insinuated himself into her favour, and en¬ 
grossed the whole power into his own hands, fie set 
himself against every proposal of marriage which was 
made to her, lest his own chance of succeeding to the 
crown should be destroyed. He hated Darnicy, and 
was no less hated by him. In order to be revenged 
on him, he entered into a sudden friendship with Both¬ 
well, his ancient and mortal enemy. He encouraged 
him to assassinate Henry, by giving him hopes of marry¬ 
ing the queen. All this was done with a design to 
throw upon the queen herself the imputation of being 
accessary to the murder, and, under that pretext, to de¬ 
stroy Bothwell, to depose and imprison her, and to seize 
the sceptre which he had wrested out of her hands. 

The former of these systems has an air of probability, 
is consistent with itself, and solves appearances. In the 
latter, some assertions are false, some links are wanting 
in Ae chain, and effects appear, of which no sufficient 
cause is produced. Murray, on the queen’s return into 
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gcotIaBd,.is6rved her wi^.^at €dfelity, tod by His piv- 
dent a^iHiiiatmtion rendered hw so popnlar, and so 
powarfulj as enabled her with ease to quash a.formid¬ 
able insurrection raised by the party of which he was 
thedeader in the year 1566. WTiat motive could in¬ 
duce Murray to murder a prince without capacity, with¬ 
out followers, without influence over thC nobles, whom 
the queen, by her neglect, had reduced to the lowest state 
of contempt, and who, after along disgrace, had regained 
(according to the most favourable supposition) the pre¬ 
carious possession of her favour only a few days before 
his deatM It is difficult to conceive what Murray had 
to fear from the king’s life. It is still a more difiicult 
matter to guess what he could gain by his death. If 
we suppose that the queen had no previous attachment 
to Bothwell, nothing can appear more chimerical than 
a scheme to persuade her to marry a man, whose wife 
was still alive, and who was not only suspected, but 
accused, of murdering her former husband. But that 
such a scheme should really succeed is still inore ex¬ 
traordinary.—-If Murray' had instigated ^othwell to 
commit the crime, or had himself been accessary to the 
commission of it, what hopes were there that Bothwell 
would silently bear from a fellow-criminal all the pro¬ 
secutions which he suffered, without ever retorting upon 
him the accusation, or revealing the whole scene of ini¬ 
quity! An ancient and deadly feud bad subsisted be¬ 
tween Murray and Bothwell; the queen with difficulty 
had brought ^em to some terms of t^eement. But, is 
it prflbable, that Murray would choose an^enemy, to 
whom he had been so lately reconciled, for his confi¬ 
dant in the conunission of such an atrocious crime ? Or, 
on the other hand, would it eVdr enter into the imagina¬ 
tion of a wise- man, first to taise his rival to supreme 
■power, in hopes that afterward he might render him 
odious, by accusing him of crimes which he had not 
committed^ and, in consequence of this uhjust charge, 



KINP HENRY'S MURDER, &c. 253 

should be enabled to deprive him of that powar.? ^ The 
most adventoroos politician never hazarded such a dan* 
gerous experiment. The most credulous folly .pever 
trusted such an uncertain chance. 

How strong soever these general rcastH|iliig8 may ap¬ 
pear to be, it is not upon them alone that we inust decide, 
but according to the particular evidence that is pro¬ 
duced. This we now proceed to examine. 

That Bothwell was guilty of tl\e king's murder, ap¬ 
pears, 1. From the concurring testimony of all the con¬ 
temporary historians. -2. From the confession of those 
persons who sutfered for assisting at the commission of 
the crime, and who entered into a minute detail of all 
its circumstances. Anders, ii. 105. 3. From the ac¬ 
knowledgment of Mary s o^vn commissioners, who allow 
Bothwell to have been one Of those who were giiilty of 
this crime. Good. ii. 213. 4. From the express testi¬ 
mony of Lesly bishop of Ross, to the .same cfi’ect with 
the former. Def. of Q. Mary's Hon. And. i. 76. Id. iii. 
p. 31. 5. Morton, at liLs dcatii, declared that Botliwcll 
had solicited him, at different times, to concur in the 
conspiracy formed against the life of the king; and that 
he was informed by Archibald Dougla.s. one of the con¬ 
spirators, that Bothwell wa.s present at the murder. 
Crawf. Mem. App. 4. The letter from Douglas to the 
queen, which I have published in the Appendix, Vol. 
II. No. XLVIL, coniirins Morton's testimony. (J. Lord 
Herrics promises, in his own name, and in the name of 
the nobles who adhered to the queen, that they would 
concur in punishing Bothwell a.s the murderer of tlie 
• king. Append. Vol. II. No. XXIV, 

The most direct charge ever brought {^^inst Mur¬ 
ray is in these words of bishop Lesly; “ Is it unknown,” 
addressing himself to the earl of Murray, “ what the 
lord Herries said to your face openly, even at your 
Qwn table, a few days after the murder was committed ? 
Did be not clmrge you with the foreknowledge of tJie 
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same murder ? Did he not, mUd circutione usms flatly 
and plainly burden you, th%t riding in Fife, and com¬ 
ing iipth one of your most assured and trusty servants 
the Same dajiwi^ereon you departed from Edinbiii^, 
smd tq^ hir^ :Mong other talk, iThis night, eife mom^ 
ing,,; lord Dj^ley shall lose his life?” Defencfe ttf Q. 
Mary, Anders. iL 75. , But the assertion of a man so 
heated with faction as Lesly, unless it were supported 
by proper evidence, is of little weight. The servant to 
whom Murray is said to have spoken these words, is 
not namednor the manner in which this secret con¬ 
versation was brought to light mentioned. Lord Ker¬ 
ries was one of the most zealous advocates for Mary, 
and it is remarkable that, in all his negotiations at the 
court of England, he never once repeated this accusa¬ 
tion of Murray. In ansWering the challenge given 
him by lord Lindsay, Kerries had a fair opportunity 
of mentioning Murray’s knowledge of the murder; but 
though he openly accuses of that crime somO’Of. those 
who adhered to Murray* he industriously I avpids any 
insinuationi against Murray himself. Keith, Pref. xii. 
Mary herself, in conversation with Sir Francis KnoUes, 
accused Morton and Maitland of being privy ta the 
murder, but does not. mention Murray. And. iv. 55, 
When the bishop of Ross and lord Kerries app^ed 
before the’English council, January 11, 1569, they de? 
dared themselves ready, in obedience to the queen’s 
cmumand, to accuse Murray and his associates of being 
accessary to the murder, but “ they being also required^ 
whe^jer they, or any of them, as of themselve8,.would 
ac(s^ the said earl in special, or any of his adherents^ 
or. thought them guilty thereof,” they answered,' “ that 
they took God to wimess that ncme of them did evea 
know anything of the’Conspiracy of Aat murder, ou 
were in counsel and foteknowled^ thereof; neither 
who were devwors, int^tors, and executms , of the 
same, till it was 'publidy discovered long therea%I 
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by some of die assassins, who suffered death on that 
account.” Good. ii. 308. These words are taken out 
of a register kept by Ross and Henies themselves, and 
seem to be a direct confutation of the bishop’s assertion. 

The earls of Huntly and Aigyle, in their Protestntton 
touching the murder of the King of Scots, after men¬ 
tioning the conference at Craigmillar concerning a di¬ 
vorce, add, “ So after these premises, the murder of 
the king following, we -judge, in our consciences, and 
hold for certain and truth, that the earl of Murray and 
secretary Letliingtbn were authors, inventors, counsel¬ 
lors, and causers of the same murder, in what manner, 
or by whatsoever persons the same was executed." 
Anders, iv. 188. But, 1. This is nothing more than 
the private opinion or personal affirmation of these two 
noblemen. 2. The conclusion which they make has 
no connexion with the premises on which they found 
it. Because Murray proposed to obtain for the queen 
a divorce from her husband with her own consent, it 
does not follow that therefore he committed the mur¬ 
der without her knowledge. 3. Huntly and Argylc 
were at that time die leaders of that party opposite to 
Murray, and animated with all the rage of faction. 
4. Both of them were Murray’s personal enemies. 
Hundy, on account of the treatment which his family 
and clan had received from that nobleman. Argyle 
was desirous of being divorced from his wife, with 
whom he lived on no good terms, Knox, 328, and by 
whom he had no children. Crawf. Peer. 19. She was 
Murray’s sister, and by his interest Argylc’s design-was 
obstructed. Keith, 651. ' These circumstances would 
go for towards invalidating a positive testimony; they 
more counterbalance an indeterminate suspicion. 
6. It is altogether uncertain whether Hundy and Ar¬ 
gyle ever subscribed this protestation. A copy of .such 
a prtftestation as the queen thought would be of ad¬ 
vantage to her cause, was transmitted to them by her. 
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4 lj[i 4 |Br 8 .. b. .'']|^e protestation itef^ ^ob- 

lisbed, i>y Anderson, is^ ^en froin an unsubscribed 
copy, with blanks for , the date ^uid place of subscrib¬ 
ing. On the back of . this copy, there is past^, in- 
deied> a paper, which Cncil haifinarked, “Answer of 
the Eari of Murray to a wfking of the Earls of Hbntly 
and Argyle.” Anders. 194,195. But it can hardly 
' be deemed a reply to the above-mentioned protesta¬ 
tion.. Murray’s answer bears date at London, Jan. 19, 
156^9. The queen’s letter, in which she enclosed the 
copy of the protestation, bears date at Bowton, Jan. 5, 
1568. Now it is scarce to be supposed that the copy 
could be sent into Scotland, be subscribed by the two 
earls, and be seen and answeted by Murray within so 
short a time. Murray’s r^ly seems intended only to 
prevent the impression which the vague and uncertain 
accusations of his enemies might make in his absence. 
Cecil had got the original of the queen’s letter into his 
custody. Anders, iv. 185. This naturally leads us to 
conjecture that ihe letter itself, together with the en¬ 
closed protestation, were intercepted before they came 
to the hands of Huntly and Argyle. Nor is this mere 
conjecture alone. The 'letter to Huntly, in which the 
protestation was enclosed, is to be found, Cott. Lib. 
Cal. C, 1. fol. 280, and is an original subscribed by 
Mary, th^|gh, not written by her own hand, because 
she seldom chose to write in the English language. 
The protestation'is in the same volume, fol. 282, and 
is inaidtestly written by the same person who wrote the 
quaen% letter. This seems to render it highly proba- 
W that both were intercepted. So that much has been 
founded on a paper not subscribed bj^ the two earls, 
and probably never seen by them. Beside^ tills me¬ 
thod which the queen %ok of sending a copy to the 
two earls, of what was proper for them to dedare with 
regard to a cciq|erenee in their oWh piteence, ap¬ 
pears somewhat sospidons. It^Would have been mote 




aT*8 MUa^BR, «c. 


^ .^se^aUe to iQtsiQl|apfHM^<i^t"^ 
luive 1b jnoat exact Uccount, 

wbi^ tliey ^ddlteeoUect, oftjrnat bad paiiedat Uio 
‘an ^ Grat|puUar. 6; Bat even if all ti^a 


reasooi^ should beiH 8|)ide, and ^,aOt}|eii^i^ bf 
the Irafet/nfim should be admitted lit iti^^est exispt, 
it may still be a question, srhat deg;rae of o^it ^onld 
1» given to dieassertbn of the two earls, i»ho weW not 
<mly present in the first parliament held by Mimrs^ as 
regent in December, 1667, in which the one carried%te 


sceptre, and the other die sword of state, Spofassr. ^t, 
but were both members of thp committee of lords of 
articles, and in that capacity assisted in framing all the 
acts by which the queen was deprived of the crown, 
and. her son feated on the |)^one'i and in particular 
concurred in the act by wmcih it was declared, that 
whatever had befallen the queen was in her awin de- 
fiuilt, in sa fitr as, be divers hir previe letters written 
halelie with hir awin hand, and send .by hir to dames 
soraetyme earle o;f^Bothwell, 'clieif executour of the 
said horribill murthour, as weitl befoir the Conunitting 
thairof as thairafiir: and be hir ungodlie and disho* 
nourabill proceeding to ane pretendit rrfarriage with 
him, auddainlie and unprovisiUie thairaiUr, it is maist 
certane that sche was previe, airt and pai|h of tlic 
actual devise and deid of the foimtunit mui^rour of Ae 
kinghw lauidiiul bm^mnd, aud tbairfoir justlie deseryU 
quhatsumever hes b<^ done to hir in ony tynie b^' 
gaine, or that sal be usit towards hir, for th)l0|^ 
canse.” Anders, ii 321. 


* • Ilm queen’s commiasiioneia at the coq/bi«»icm% 
land neoBsed Murray and Ms assoomtet of having j 
desod dmdag- Good. ii. Bat tl^jdivg^s to' 
. as a reorimi 



^ agmnst tbb 
^ loose and 


out desoeiidnig to such 
vou n. 



and botitmns qo* 
eifcnn^^ac^^^eir 
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ther ase^4ia,jtheir tru^, or ^^over their; 

Tbe'saihe hccusation is r^^ioBtie^ Sy the nobles aSsem- 
bled^t Duihberton, Sept 1560t. sf ']Grbofd*4L359|^^.. And 
tihe ii'ame bbserration made cpncemin^^. 

the queen’s advocates ha^ endeavoured to Re¬ 
count for Murray’s murdering of the king by supposing 
that it was^done on purpose that-he might have the . 
pretence of distuibing the queen’s administration, and 
thereby rendering ineffectual her general revocation of 
cro-^rn lands,' which would have deprived him and his 
associates of the beSt part of their estates. Lesly, Def. 
of Mary’s Hon. p. 73. .Anders, iv. part ii. 130. But 
whoever considers the limited powers of a Scottish 
monarch, will see that, such a revocation could not be 
very formidable to the nobles. Every king of Scotland 
began his ireign with such a revocation ; and as often 
as .it was renewed, the power of the nobles rendered it 
ineffectual. The best vindication of Murray and his 
party from this accusation, is that which they presented 
to the queen of England’, and which hath never hitherto 
been published. 

P,p„ Answers to the Objections and Alledgance of the 
o®“- Queen, alledging the Earl.of Murray, Lord 
. Regent, the Earl of Morton, Marr, Glencairn, Hume, 
Ruthma, Sgc. to have been moved to armour, for that 
they oMorred and might not abide her Revocation of 
the Alienation made of her Property. 

• ‘^'It is answered, that is, alledged, but [i. e. without] 
all. jitoearance, and it appears God has bereft the al- 
lednK^ of all wit and good remembrance^ ibr thir 
reasons following: • , ‘ 

^ 'I^rimis, as to my lord regent, he hever had occa¬ 
sion ro griid^ thereat, in respect the queen mt^e him 
pri^ to ^ same, antftook resojution with him for the 
ex6cuti(»^ereof, letting his lordship^pow she would' 
assursaly W|^e samii^ except aU thii^ She Imd given 
to him, axra ratefy tliein in the next parliament as^ she 
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cause; Wished luy lord lo jeaw ‘ 
iHthind hiih ttasterdolih Wood, to^attend upon the same, 
to who|3 :she dech^d, that ds Well in 4at as in dl 
ptherl^ grants it^shwld be provided, yea, of free w UI 
did gromise and ofTe^efore ever he demanded, ^ U 
came to pass without any let or. impediment; for all 
was ratified by her command, and haud-write,, at the 
parliament, but [i. e. without] any difficulty. 

Item, as to my lord of Morton, he couid not gradgc 
thereat quha never had of her property worth twenty 
dollars that ever I knew of. 

Item, the same may I say of my lord Gluncairn. 

Item, the same I may say of my lord Hume. 

Item, the same I may say of my lord Ruthveti. 

Item, the same I may say of my lord Lindsay. 

Only my. lord of Marr, had ane little thing of the pn»- 
perty quilk alsua was gladly and liberally confirmed to 
him, in the said parliament preceding a year; was never 
ane had any cause of misconteut of that revocation, far 
less to have put th'iSr lives and heritage to so open and 
manifest ane danger as they did for sic iiiie frivole cause. 

Gyf ever any did make evill countenance, and .show 
any miscontentment of the said revocation, it was tuy 
lord of Argyll in .special, quha«pak largely in the time 
of parliament thairaments to the queen hcrsei^ and did 
complain of the raatiifesfr corruption of ane wt of par¬ 
liament past upon her majesty’s return, and sa did Ibtt 
any revocation at that time ; but the^ai'mour for rCvdn]^ * 
of the king's deid was not till twa taonths after, at^^iit 
time there was no occasion given thereof, nor Jhie^^a. 
'man had mind thereof. 


' Hayu^ l^us examined the evidence which lial^ecti 
produced against the earls of%iurray add Both>yell; 
we rfmll next pj ipc eed to induir/MvhetiWr the queen her¬ 
self was to tiie murd|r ofImr ji^and. 

No so^er was the^violent of Dl^miey knoivn, 
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thst^ii^;^ had ^Yi 3 i' 1 i<eypp:^|a^^. of 

ft«i|fa|pC;|A|i^«rt. ii.;!^^ h«*' 

Fnii^, toe ar^leh^ of GSasgbw, 
the 8e&th0«Btis’<^1^igoer8/bn thu hlad, lr^ no 
ledis uQlaTcaini 1 ;i^ l^ her. ^Keifh, Pi;ef. 4 x. ]||^>|^ of 
heniobles loudfy aloi^id pr crime, fiMl’gieat. 
pUrt of the naticm, by s^d^ng them, aeem^jta have^ 
allowed die m^usadoii to be well founded. , | ' 

^me ciim(%bowever, aJ% of such a nature, that ^y 
hardly ad Ait of a positive or direct p«)o£ Deeds of 
darkness cwi. seldom be brought p^ectly to light.' 
Where persons‘are accuwd not of being principal, but 
only of being accesiariei ia the commission of npriAe; 
not of hn^g perpetrated it themselves, but only of giv¬ 
ing conslht to the commission of it by others; Ah proof 
b^mes^ll more difficult: and unless when some ac- 
bon^lice betrays the secret^ a proof by circumstances, 
or presumptive evidence, is all diat can be attained. 
Even in judicial trials, such evidence is sometimes 
held to be sufficient for eondemoing criminals. The 
degree of conyictic^ which such evidence carries along 
wHh it, is often not inferior to that which arises from* 
pcmtive testimony ; and a OOnourring series of oircum- 
mahces s^Aes the understanding no'lsss than the ex¬ 
press of witnesses: « 

.^. Evidence of both these kindy. has been produced 
Bgafhst Mhry. We shedl first c(m^r tl^ which k 
circumstances alohe; 
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king’s deaffii;; 'oUikNi. w<»<e subSequient to it 
gai^ to> ^ ibe queen’s 

viulmH 1<^ of Dkndey soon j^vetted mto mfiyver- 

fiontehitoPO leibyblAitj ^ t^bu o«im ill «Wuct 

least tn^ atdoualtol' tM^den change 
of her dn|%ntion’ towards himi The nl» and progress 
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of ^ domestic ripUii^ I hi^elbiced with care" 

in ^ to' tW;|^fe irf it which ni^ be 

foul^ ib ^iS^yihed by ether anthon, I hete 
a^ec^ose cOn'^i^ ill Apfu Ho. XVI. and J^li. 
lie Gr^ toe Frracltambaaredor, who e^afl an eye* 
w||to^ of what he describes, not only r^recents h« 
av^iOn to Darnley to be extreme, but declares toet toere 
®o«W^be no hopes of a reconcilement betweeii*^bem. 
Dm. la “ The queen is in the huids of ph^iciana,'and 
1 do assure you is not at all well; and dd%e* 
liere the principal part of her disease to consist in 4|{toP 
grief and sorrow; nor does it seem possible.to ro^e 
her forget the sune. * Still toe repeats these words, 

I could wish to be dead. You know very well that the 
injury she has received is exceeding great, and her ma* 
jesty will never forget it.—^To speak my mind freely to 
you, I do not expect, upon several accounts, any good 
understanding between them [i. e. the king and queen], 

^ unless God effectually put to his hand.—His 
bad deportment is incurable; nor can there ever 
be any good expected from him, for several reasons, 
which I might tell you .was I present with you. I can¬ 
not pretend to foretel how all may turn, but I will say, 
that matters cannot subsist Icmg as they are, without 
b^g accompanied with sundry bad consequences." 
Keith, Pref. vii. Had Henry died a naturl death at 
this juncture, it must have bemi considered as a very 
fortunate event to toe queen, and as a seasonable 
liverance from a husband who had become al^qifmther 
odious to her. Now as Henry was murder^ipi' few • 
weeks afterward, and aS nothing bad happened torei^ 
derthe queenVavei;fHOD to him less riolen^ the o^ution 
of toore who consid^ Mary as tlm author of aif e1^»t 
whhto Was manifmUy so agr^Rlde to h«r, will appe%r 
perhaps to s^^ of our readers to ln> nehl^f ts^tural 
.ji&rdver twm If we add *4 4^ wh^t h^li^n ob- 
Hi toirtory, that in ps^MWtio&^Ihe increase 




th'dfo 
sdnte m^y 


— » “Kv •?y 

bs'well Is to frcw, the^ing’s death 

ceptihg them, B^p&rly in the kingdom, 

toiild derive the least b^efii frdin tliat event. !.s Both- 
well, accordingly, Murdered the .kiff^j imd it\was, ui 
tliaf a^, fhoi^ightno unwaiTahte| impufktibn on M^ry’d 
character, to supposd that she had consenfefl to the doed. 

The steps which the queen took afl^r her hush^dV 
death add strength to that supposition. IT Melvil, who’' 
was in Edinburgh at the time of the kmg’s death,,ass^t8 
that “ ev^^ body suspected the earl, of Both well; and 
those who durst speak freely to others, said plainly that; 
it was ht^’ p. 165. 2. Mary having issued a procla¬ 
mation, onithe 12th of Pebruary, .offering a reward, to 
any person who should discover those who had mur- 
dered her husband. And. i. 36; a paper ,in conse¬ 
quence of this was affixed to the gates of the Tolbooth, 
February 16, in which Bothwell was named as the chief 
person ^ilty of that crime, and the queen herself wls 
accused of having given herxionsent to it. And. ii. 156. 
3. Soon after, February 20, the earl of Lennox, the 
king’s father, wrote to Mary, conjuring her, by every 
motive, to prosecute the murderers with the utmost ri¬ 
gour- He plainl^eclared'bis own suspiciotrs of Both- 
well, a^d ^ointeoOut a method of proceeding against 
him, rfnd of discovering the authors of that crime, no 
less obvious than equitable. He advised her to seize, 
commit to sdre custody, Bothwidl himself, and 


anc 

such^as were already named as his accomplices; to call 
,3n a^mbly.of the nobles; to. issue a proclamation, 
inv*Hmff HdthweilV accusers to appear jj^d if, on that 
It, no personinppewed ^puse them^jlo 
hoW theih as innocent, affd to dismis^^em without 
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feri 

to Mii^, 

Omitttmost to persutid* 
her lo proaeirate ^ mu^reijl with leve- 

ritp..v “ I cad Go^ude na&ing Qmf* hi).by quhat^zour 
inqj's|i5^ writes to me zoutsidf, that sen it l^as p)«it God' 
to eot^terve zow to make af rigordoh vengeance thereof, 
thatthdier than it be hot actudly taine, it appears to me 
. bettef in this world that ze had lost life a»*l all. I ask 
ydhr majcstie pardon, that I writ sa far,, for I can heir 
miuj nothing to zour prejudise, but i huh constrainedly 

writ the samin, that all may come to zour knavrledge; 
for the better remede may be put therto. Heir it is 
needful! that ze forth shaw now rather than- ever of 
before, the greite vertue, magnanimitie, and Constance 
that God has grantit zow, be quhais grace, i hope ze 
sail overcome this most heavy euvic and di^plcsir of 
the committing therof, and conserve that reputation in 
" all godliness, ze have conquist of lang, quhich can ap- 
tiieh pear na wayis mair dearie, tlian that zou do sick 
Tchb justice that the haill world may declare zour in¬ 
nocence, and give testimony for ever of thair treason 
Kitiumt that has committed {but fear of God or man) so 
cruel and ungodlie a murthcr, quliuirof there is sa 
irnir/i meikte ill spoken, that 1 am coii.strainit to ask 
zow mercy, that neither can 1 or will i make the re- 
(w hearsal thereof, which is owr odious. Hut alas! 


madame, all over Europe this day, tlicrc* is na pur[>o.sc 
in head sa frequent as of zour majestic, and of the pre¬ 
sent state of zour realm, quhilk is in the most port in- 
terpretit sinisterly.” Keith, Pref. ix. 5. Elizabedi, as 
appears from Append. VoJ. II. No. XIX., urged-the 
same thing in strong terms. 6. The circumstanm of 
the case itself, no less than these solicitations and re¬ 
monstrances, ^<^ed for the utmost vigour % <.hef ^o 
ceedings. ' 8ll|liusbaDd had been murdered eniel 
manner,' abitost in her own preience. Her subj^u 


•2,04; 

vt»e 'fiUe^fvr^ I^A^fnti^'^Bbtb* 

aoianed R^^ottoBs; 


lutipd, and tie ;|fi|%'Militioe,^^^^^ ^ , 

put^e muti^i^n with ,decehc^, ^ 

and concern few Tindictiiti^lf^, 0 ]#i| cbvacteix^uid 
have .induced her to aiQpj^^uiy afltpeitf8Bc6:df.reiEai8finesi^' 
or want of zeal. 

But in^te^ of Ihif, Mary edSfinWed to dialer, 
all her actions^ the utmost partiality tow^ds Bothyretl. 
Ontiie I@th of February> fire days after the murder^ 
she bestowed on him the. rereraion of t^ m^iori^^' 
of the town of Leith, which, in the y^ 1663, she bad 
mbrtga^d to the citizens of Bdinburght This grant 
was of tohch importance, ib it ^re him not ottly the 
eomraand pf the principal port in the hingdoin^ ht^ a 
great ascendant m^r Ae citizens^ of Edinbargh^ whO' 
wished ilnioh to keep possesion' of 2, Botbwdl. 

* Copj/.fnmthevriguii in ikiCM-m-Mtit M^tHiCt^ifEdinhU^^^ttnAit^i 
natim It tit Hverrien tuptrJerltji if Leith by Qumb to the Earl of 

EethweU.. , . 

Mcrii, be) pitia iteginB ScdtotMB.>ottliibd« hcmaUnundtaS qinM pta- 
aentes lilBi||jDerTenBtiat, MlDteiD- Sciatis. quod noa «d inemDriain redne^ntes mul- 
t|plei^n4V«raiii, si fididc afenridaiBiOohlutiua qa^Stm ndieackariHiiBai ofaW 
Ma’mlli jSiai RKiii |utri pn tempqtt io noatn niinoritote (aotau-et intpenaum, 
Tanje eSam KAiiitiet tpfit,Mtoi>>tnparfa<OaUiffiauattiitll«badlKMeBlii rrgnom, 
nttauiiuieiB sMtri Mo^ at aucta^tii ippaiutieiM fa^, naMEaetotaBi, at 


oram iiiin idem, per 
eopiiieaa Bondhi, doM 


>er iraitiipnt cenfiaiW aanaaiifpiliieum et Sttniliaiiam 
laMbealflin. OMIStidak et JUSdiadale, MWiom ad. 


]>cr_qlua ipae iiibbi corpua et eitam in mag^ peiMtto pdaah; ac ctiadf, in perfiif- 


cmnangniMuta« 


coDiniaiiiia'cum quodan accidenie etpatitudine jgecoaipeanre et grttlficaie .ia- 
cunbi^.qa#n^«WBaiMUaai.cittcedete poUS»da.u4a ipaa lauda haMW«Bn(bat 
affii<ii%MiaartiaB ene potent, et ad hujulS|td] t^onaandum in oinqywa caoab 


aeu etSWU; lat iddbmiieqiaSAneia dwium pHnUitMfti'idi te di^thii alitaS 
ine^.^BliitabgbaaiMaUetSunideta^;^^ auttoMlMa, reciaMN,&o. *>«iTr 

JaMNBt caM|tMiSda||ile. jcc^le turn bmedet ohaiMlqaqiiBMaiiiiiMwoftroiJed^ 

ildeiA.>td|gwrttlfejitdttJiiBimwT f |d»«iii<l|daa<)ate.^aymiiS£ltea^5ai' 

.code#af^D. prapodtaat, Wiroa, conralea; et ccaanuuitatem taijda ootui buitti 
de fiM^piia' no tub tuceeaaanbna^ Itc, nobia, auaMaque ber^ibiia, 

aucatatt^bad. et batipada, pie fbd«nplioae.te. ai^criaDtatb toiiat nUmde Lei^ 
Invtef^ pernui dielb pi n » iit ba»;Ae- tub eeeeniam aSeuate coatinenlia 
ui t p wfti n > Sil*i iaUihm a w M Bw i jaaiMb aataBeftB),BaiBeiliidBm ctoditalaiHtMii 
fai panAaaliecdedn de £^ebui^, aop^p^teooe^^L“^B^^ed*iap^^dfeuUf,'■* mom'- 
pal, tbM ii Meendoilb s£ft7m'W ^f^f 
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being of the 

teesUe ef Ed|ii1bti^!i, the in ^|9‘ to prevatt on 

"dM| tari toltu^n^ thi».gilTi^^ of it| of¬ 

fered^ eomj^U thejrbung^fifiiii^ to h|t i^iitodyi Mar 
coDMgaihd j abd" ifbe iiistastlf appeinti^ Bothwell go- 
yorn# oi* ^ castle* And^ i. d|*-KeiUi) 370, 
3; The inquiry thftihnrder, previObs to 
Botte^^y trial, seems to have been conducted with the 
'qtmost remissiiess* Buchanan exclaims loudly against 
mis. And. ii. 24* Nor was it without rai^n t^tlie 
did so, as is evident from a circunsitance in the amda- 
Vif^ Thomas Nelson, one of the king’s seWanU, who' 
was in the hduse when his master was murdered, and 
watrdug up alive out of the rubbish. Being examined 
on the Monday after the king’s death, ** This deponar 
ischew that Bonkle had the key of the sellare, and the 
queebis servandis the keyis of her shalmir. Quhiik the 
laird of Tillibardin bearing, said, Hald thair, here is 
%ie ground. Efter quhiik words spokin, tliai left of, 
'and procedit na farther in the inquisition." And. iv. p. 
2.167. Had there been any intention to search into 
the bottom of the matter, a circumstance of so mucli 
importance merited the most careful inquiry. Not¬ 
withstanding Lennox’s repeated solicitations, notwith¬ 
standing the reasonableness of hiS demands, and the 
necessi^ of complying with them, in order to encourage 
any accusbr to appear against Bothwell, she not only 
refused to doBiibit him to custody, ^e\en to remove 
him from her presence and councils. And. i. 42. 46; 
but by the grants which we hare mentioned, and by 
' Other circumstanees, discovered an increase of attach¬ 
ment to him. 5* She could not avoid bringing ||p»th- 
.well to a public trial; but she permit^ him to sit as 

' it bm ,nilcanlaiiu a■viaBie«C tbioittUi»M»aBdle*.). la evMa Saflatu****' 
pmmftaii pewOa t%^SatD nuttram apimi fcciiaiit. ' Aplsl .IweaSfMgit, 
de«M^ai«to4i«*iai|rVda»nii,anBa UaoM aSIMn 
•in ieOatettegH aip tVmbiM quinto. 

' Tb« gNal mM cutter. 
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st’melitabef in privy>430ui^ which 

dire^ed his trial^; &d tnal itSe^ wflif^rriad 
on with such unpeco^toy pre^itinty^'^ ainlSyii|h 'so 
many, other suspicpus ciimimstanbes, asto'm^er his 
acquittd rather an argument of. his guilt tl^ a proof 
o|'hu innocencd. ThesO' circumstances hai^all been 
mentioned at lengthen Book. IV. and therefore are not 
repeated in this place. ■'^‘6. Two ddjrs after the trial, 
Mary gave a public proof of her regard for Bothwell^ 
by appointing him to carry the sceptre before at the 
meeting of parliament. Keith, 378. 7. Iln that par¬ 
liament, she granted him a ratification of aj^ the great 
possessions and honours which she had cbnferr^ upon 
him, in which was contained an ample enumeration of 
all the services he had performed. And. i. 117. 8. 
Though Melvil, who foresaw that her attachment to 
Bothwell would at length induce her to many him, 
warned her of the infamy and danger which would at¬ 
tend that action, she not only disregarded this salutary ad¬ 
monition, but discovered what had passed between them* 
to Bothwell, which exposed Melvil to his resentment. 
Melv. 1^6. 9. Bothwell seized Mary as she returned 
from ^llping, April 24. If he had done this without 
heil|;’knowledge and consent, such an instilVcould not 
havio failed to have filled her with the most violent in- 
dig^tion. But accorditig to the account of an old MS. 

The friendly love was so highly contracted between 
this g^eat prince^and her enormous subject, that there 
was no end thereof (for it was constantiy^esteemed 
by ail men, ^at either of theitn loved other careally), 
so tha^she suffered , patiently to be led where the lover 
list, and all the way neither made ob^aole, immdiment, 
clanaiour^ oi* r^lstance, as in.such' accidentsto be,* 
or that^she might have done hy her princely audidiity, ' 
.being accompani^ with the noble earl of Hiintly and 
seer^t^y Maitland of Lethmgton." - Keitlt,- Mel^- 
'^il, who^V^ jpresent, confirms this account, aiichteils us 
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officer^ % whom h^^wat seised, infonned him 
{li^;.nin^io^.> Wflis doiK' ivitlibut dje* cjueen's coaseiit. 
Me^ 158. Jij-.IO. Ob the 12th df May, a lew days be¬ 
fore her ih&t^age, Mery declared that she was then at 
full Idier^ and that though Bothwell had'Offended her 
person, «she was so much satisfied witli 
hi* dutili^ behaviour since that time, and so indebted 
to hiin for past services; that she not only forgave tliat 
oflencCi but resolved to promote him to higher honours. 
And. i. 87. 11. Even after the confederate nobles had 
driven Bothwell from tlie queen’s presence, and though 
she saw that he was considered as the murderer of her 
formei^^usbimd by so great a part of her subjects, her 
alfection did not in the least abate, and she continued 
to express the most unalterable attachment to him. “ I 
can perceive (says Sir N.Throkmorton') that tlie rigour 
with which the queen is kept proceedeth by order from 
these men, because that the queen will not by any means 
be induced to lend her authority to prosecute the mur- 
d^er; nor will not consent by any persuasion to aban¬ 
don the lord Bothwell for her husband, but avoweth 
constantly that she will live and die with him; and 
saith, that if it were put to her choice to relinq^li her 
crown and llngdom, or the lord BoUtwcll, she would 
leave her. kingdom and dignity to go a .simple damsel 
with him, and that she will never consent that he shall 
fare worse, or have more harm than herself,” Append. 
VoUJL No. XXII. In all their negotiations tfitli 
Throkmorton, the confederates mention thi« unalterable 
attachment of the qu^n to Bothwell as a sufficient rea- 
*8on for rejecting his proposals of an accomma4ation 
with thei|;^sovereign. Keith, 419. 449. . This assertion 
they renewed in the confcueoces at Yorii. Anders, jv. 
part ii. p. 66. Mum^, in his interview with Mary in 
Lodfdevin, cha^dher with persisting in her itmrduiate 
a^eetionto Boi^well. Keith, 446. All these, however, 
may be'^onsidered merely as accusations* brought by 
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thp confedi^ffes,' ib ,<Mrd[«dr td.vbdicate theii rigour to- 
v^ds the queeu. But^Th^j^hioirtdb, who» hy his^ 
Nfidenoe in Edi^gburgh, and by his 1^rqot|lbe 
the .queen’s partisebs, as well as with her enemies, had 
mahy opportunities of dtscorering whether or not Mary 
hid ,«hpre8sed herself in stteh terms, |md wholes dis^ 
pbsed to view her acticms in the,mOst favourable light, 
appears, by the passage which I haffe quoted from his 
letter of the 14t1i of Jby^ tobe pebuad^ that the com 
federates had not misrepresented her seu^eiiS. He 
had soon enopportun% of being confirmeiiwith greal(^ 
certainty in this opinfoti. Although the C^ederates 
had refused him access to the captive queen, Afonnd 
means of holding a secret correspondence with her, and 
endeavoured to persuade her to give her consent to have 
her marriage with Bothwell dissolved by a sentence of 
divorce, as the most .probable means of regaining her 
liberty. “ She hath sent me word that shewill in no wise 
consent unto thatj but rather die.” Appendi Vol. IL 
No. XXIL There is evidence td* the otihtinuance of 
Mary’s attachment still more Uxplicit. Lord ^erriesi 
in*the parliament held the 16th of December, 1667, 
acknowledged the queen’s inordinate affectioh to that 
wicked man, and that she could not be induced by 
persuasion to leave him; and that in sequestering her 
within Lo^vii^ the confederates ha4.4pne the duty 
of noblemen. Append. Vol. II. No. XXIV. In the 
year 1671,; a' cimference Was held by some dii^uties 
from a cohv^tira of clergy, with the duke^f Chatel- 
herault, |Mretary Maitland, Sir Jamet Bdifeir, and 
Kirkaldy.i* jamd an account ^-it written by Mr, Craig, 
one Of the nutters of Edinburgh, is; exnpt in Cah 
derwoc^’s M^. Hist U. .244.. In presell of all ■ 
these persons, most of whom were in Edmbnrgh when 
the queen w^. taken at Caibeny^^aitimidi who Wan 
nq^ an’ avowed phrtisah of Mary, deeli^^' oh the 
saime night she :i|gis brought to l^ihbn^hi he hirnimlf 
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had dial if^^Rjvou)d abandon Bothvdl, she 

abbidd^aVtfas 6bedfeiu;e as ever she had since 

she tSllM Bat in W aise Would she eon> 

fsmt According Ip Sir James Melvil, 

th&({a«sn |ound means of writing a letter'’to Bpthwell 
on e|ping ofi that day, when she was oondqcted as 

a prisoniir to Edinburgh, in w^h she declared her af- 
fectiMi to him in the most tender expressions, and* her 
Isolation tfever to almndon hun. This letter, he says, 
was intercepted by the confederates, and determined 
them to connne Mary in the castle of Locblevin. But 
as neither^Buchanan nor Knox, both abundantly dis¬ 
posed || avail themselves of every fact and report that 
could he employed in order to represent Mary's con¬ 
duct as improper and criminal, mention this letter; and 
as the confederates themselves in their negotiation with 
Throkmorton, as well as in their accusations of the 
queen before the English commissioners at York and 
Westminster, maintain the same silence with regard to 
it, I am fatisfied that Melvil, who wrote his memoirs 
for the information of his son in his old agfe, and long 
after the events which he records happened, has 
mistaken with regard to this particular. From Ibug 
enumeration of circumstances, we may,withoutviole(tee« 
draw the following conclusion; Had Mary really hfOA 
accessary to the murder of her husbaud; ^d Bothwull 
perpetrated the crime with her conseat, or at her com- 
mami; andfhad she intended, to s^e the evidence 
against 1^ and to prevent the discovery of his guilt, 
she could scarcely have , taken any odter steps ^an 
dmae which she took, could her o(»idue||flTOW 
been more tepngoimt to all the pnidem^ 

and of d^^ncy. 

Tbe positive evidence produced agaiiist Marf may 
be elsss^ under two b^adb. y 

^^J. Tltotdepositbnsxifsc^ penmus Wto were 0 »- 
ployed hi'Mm&kting die murder, {i^iculsriyi^Nicho- 
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h# pf tlh4t ^Vi* called 

Fratth ^drjg. ^l1bi^|>eifsdh;^^|io w^i BothweH’s. ser- 
v$Qt^ and;Jauch trusted by him," was 'twice ^amined, 
and the original of one'bf his depolitions, and a copy 
of the other, are still extant. It is pretended that both 
these are notorious forgeries. But they are remarkable 
for a simplicity and naivete which it is almost impossir 
ble to imitate; they abound with a number of minute 
facts and particularities, which the most dexterous 
forger could not have easily assembled and connected 
together with any appearance of probability; and they 
are filled with circumstances which can scarcely be 
supposed to have entered the imagination of tfiiy man 
but one of Paris’s rank and character. But, at the 
same' time, it must be acknowledged, that his deposi¬ 
tions contain some improbable circumstances. He 
seems to have been a foolish talkative fellow j the fear 
of death, the violence of torture, and the desire of 
pleasing those in whose power he was, tempted him, 
perhaps, to feign some circumstances, and to exaggerate 
others. To say that some circumstances in an affidavit 
.are improbable or false, is very different from saying 
that the whole is forged. I suspect the former to be 
the case here; but I see no appearance of ffie latter. 
Be that as it will, some of the most material facts in 
Paris’s affidavits rest upon his single teStituo^; and 
for th’at fe^oh, I have not in fhe history, n6t*8hall I 
in this plane,‘lay any stress upon them. 

2. The.iettma'sliid to be written by Mary to Both- 
well.: ;:^hese h^e been frequently publishe# The 
ao^il^t by’^ which the queen’s enemies got them into 
their nossessibh, is related in Book V. When the 
authe^city of any ancient pap^iS dubious or contested, 
|nay be 

J^idence. 

^Tig^caser' 

**1., Bxteinal ^rbofe cd the geiiuineh^ of Mary’s leh- 


ascertained either by external or internd 
;^th these Imye b^n inrodUced in the pre. 
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ters. 1. Marrayf and the nobles who adhered to him, 
affirm ^on.their'wptd aj^ honour, that tlie letters were 
writton with thfr queen’s own hand, with which they 
were well acquainted. Good. ii. 64.92. 2. The let¬ 
ters were publicly produced in the parliament of Scot¬ 
land, Dq.cember, 1667; and were so fair considered as 
genuine,'that they are mentioned in the act a|raiast 
Mary, as one chief argument of her guilt. Good. ii. 
66, 67. 3. They were shewn privately to the duhe 

of Norfolk, the earl of Sussex, and Sir Ralph Sadler, 
Elizabeth's comnii.ssioner$ at York. In the account 
which they gave of this matter to their mistress, they 
seem to consider the letters as genuine, and cxprc.s.s no 
suspicion of any forgery; they particularly oh-serve. 
“ that the matter contained in Uiem is such, that it 
could‘hardly be invented and devised by any otlu-r than 
herself; for that they di.scoursc of some things, which 
were unknown to any other than to herself and Roth- 
well; and as it is hard to counterfeit so many, so tin; 
matter of them, and the manner how tliese men came 
by them is such, as it seemeth that God, in whose .sight 
murder and blood.shed of the innocent is abnmiauMc. 
would not permit the same to be hid or concealed." 
Good. ii. 142- They seem to have matle. such an im- 
pres.sion on the duke of Norfolk, that in a subsequent 
letter to Pembroke, Leicester, and Cecil, he ha.s tlicse 
words : “ If the matter shall be thought a.s dctc.stabh 
and manifest to you, as for ought we can perceive it 
seemeth here to us.” Good. ii. 154. Nor did Norlplk 
declare these to be his sentiments'only in public official 
letters, he expressed hirosclf in the same manner to Im 
most confidential friends. In a secret conference with 
the bishop of Ros.s at Y’ork, the duke informed him 
that he had seen tbje letters, &c. which the regent had 
to produce againstithe queen, whereby.thore would be 
such matter proved against lier, as wouM dishonour 
her for ever. State Trials, edition of Hargrave, i. 91 
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]Vf urdin, 62. The bishop of Boss, if h’e had Jciiown the 
letters to he a notorious ^geiy, must have been na- 
turall}F led, in consequence of this , d^olaratbn, to un- 
deeeivl the duke, and to expose the imposture. ■ But, 
instead of this, the duke, and' he, aiid Lethiq^Qn, after 
consulting together, agreed, that the bishop should 
Wite to Maiy, then at Bolton, and instruct her to make 
such a proposal to BUzabeth, as might prevent the 
public production of the letters and other evidence. 
State Trials, i.^94. Murdin, 45. Indeed, the whole 
of this Secret conference seems to imply, that Lething- 
ton, Ross, and Norfolk, were, conscious of some defect 
in Mary’s cause, and therefore exerted all dieir in¬ 
genuity in order to avoid a public accusation. Mur¬ 
din, 52, 63. To Banister, whom the duke seems' to 
have trusted more entirely than any other of his ser¬ 
vants, he expressed himself in-similar terms wii^i respect 
to the queen of Scots. State Trials, i 9&. Tbe words 
of Banister’s evidence are remarkabe j I confess that 
I, waiting «f my lord and master, when the earl of 
Snasex and Mt. Chancellor of the duchy that now is, 
werq,in commission at York, did hear his grace say, 
that upon examination of the matter of the murder| it 
did ^pear that the queen of Scots was gjuilty and privy 
to. the murder of lord Daraley, whereby I verily thought 
that his grace would never join in marriage with her.” 
Murdin, Elizabeth, in her instructions to the 

of, and Beale, in 1583, asserts, that 

b^,tiiedi|dc$'mid earl of Arundel did declare tb her¬ 
self, tfa#the prrof, by the view of her .letters, iid fall 
oU|itof^tentag|i^t ^e queen of Soott;. however, they 
aft^di^wn.tqrcover hbr fiudto and prmiounce her 
^ Advqc, Libriuy, A., ub 28 ^^ 314, 

fin^ Cot,'lib. ' 4. A..slii$tlar; jtopression was 
i^e upon ;ptbei)r of Mary by &e pror 

fjictUm ^ #fce.:le,«^ ^bMt .^plies a fbB belief of 
tlii^b^B^ genuine. In binoorrespondence with 
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Sir Hei^ Norris, Ac English embassador in France, 
relates Ab transtt^ob in terms Yrhicb leave no room 
to doubt wiA respcj^'lo hb own private 0|bnion. In 
his lett^, IKscelnl^ 14A, 1668, the very day on wtiicb 
the letters^ &c. weic laid before Ae meeting of privy* 
counsellors and peers, he informs him, “ That Ae re¬ 
gent was driven, from hb defence, to disdose k f^l 
fardel of the naughty matter, tending to convince Ac 
queen as adviser of the murAer, and Ae earl of BoA- 
well as her executour; and now Ae queen’s party, so 
great, refuse to make any answer, and press that Aeir 
mistress may come in person to answer the matter her¬ 
self before the queen's majesty, which is thought not 
fit to be granted until the great blot of Ae marriage 
with her husband’s murAerer, and the evident charges, 
by letters of b« own, to be deviser of the murAer, be 
somewhat rated out or recovered; for that as Ae mat¬ 
ters are exhibited against her, it b far unseemly for 
any prmce, or for chaste ears, to be annoybl wiA the 
filAy noise thereof; and yet, as bemg a commissioner, 
1 must and will fcMrbear to pronounce any Amg herein 
certainly, though as a private person I cannot but with 
horrour and trembling think Aereof.” Cabala, 160. 
6. From Ae correspondence of Bowes, Ae Engl^ re¬ 
sident in Scotland, with Walsingham, in the year 1682, 
publbhed towards the close of thb dbsertation, it is 
manifest that both m England and Scotland, boA by 
ElizabeA and James, boA by Ab duke n^Lttunoxiattd 
earl of Gowrie, Ae leders were dedmed to be genuine. 
The ed||;emess on one side to obtain, and on ^ other 
to possession Of Ae caAet ai^'^^lettmv, ie^liea 
Asd Ab Was Ae belief of boA These sbtriwati of 
confempordrie^ wbowere ina stfnaAm to 
mAraied^rtiad whoAad aUbties to jjudge dbooffB- 
ment, wiA A Ae opint<m of maOgr^qf 
outw0^Aeorb^8upporidijb»anditbBj0m^ Aiilri^r 
at Ae dbtajDoe of two centmdes*; wi^ 

VOJL. II. T . 


274 


.DISSERTATION ON 


subjected )'to a solema sdtd judici^d e^^amination widi 
respect tu^^ieir authmdci^i^ 'W. as that could be as- 

ibr«^%li^ thc^^ York ai^-West- 

minsti^ were fiilished, ^izabe% as’ l ^ave relatedr as- 
smbltid her piivy-ea Mys e flpf gjjfiai^ johjang to . them 
s^eralv«i| the uka eiqip^^ in her kingdom, 

laid beiaiiB theiD alls^ipi^i^ii!^ against the Scot¬ 
tish oiid!^^ that ," die letters 

and wtitiaw js^hibiteid by the reg^C'M'the queen 


Scots!. 


.., ^ writing, should also>be .sho^^, and 

(x^ferqwSeli. Wcompsarfsonj thereof mad® ht th^ir sight, 
widi ^ letters of the said queeu^: b^ng extaut, and 
her^feue.'ffrittgh her omn hind, sand sept to the 
; y«di|wy "inay be \Setiwhed^and ex- 
aspPlIyrhht diff^^ee, is .be^ixt ihets^!’ .Good, ii. 
>^^^*.,11^i^esSi^pdWiiCd accordingly, at'*Ham|^-cour^ 

|*d,,/‘The (M^^nals of 
5^e fett^-su^cised' to^ be wiitteh uidi the queen of 
baBd»^''yere dien also pres^dy prpducOd 
i and, l>«^g read, .trene dul^ coufenred and 
ibr %e manner of .writing^ and fadbionof 
adlh.aund)^ other letters long sinoe here- 
by the said^ queen dif Scots to 
jpje^. In collatiou^hereof no difference 
U. 256,^ 7. Mary having written 
1% #P<*^iWh^^.d6tter*’ for 1^ eOiaduct to the countess 

tpW« Pliblidi’ed. and onght to hare a place liem, wheie 
SW ^* *?** ’**“»*«. tfaewaag id Mw«p«tla 

WaSMBaWemni w^faaawSa ** tiaitoiu,t to low, and alate to uaelto traaled of 
ha* ^ to fcf .atoned jm Wy linooaBCyfaiid I pant 

kyndtotorfhat aow htae ant«ae|la ai it wara caademiit oe —' 
’P®" ia tcaMfchto all jbe 

% !* m* WWf<rf nniww ie- 


ppitabaiIfkiM 
tot^gl -teawr, fit 1 truat 

iSriWii .01 

Ftooti 





ttm tor «tr"* tffl'-Ui.aiicb ,a'afe1tolr- !a laond iSat 

bi^ ’flUaKslie duldfai 

»*’ ■ . * 57 *'^ ^ 


R WJfWBIW OUMHI 

a atoaiu I Ito flCwdr aa wlHfag; 1 be ^d to barn 
>u kM-JL V!- u,|„ bm Mto, and 


P.'Wr . ~ ^ ' — ao w • aowjHio 

f^^^MljlMWit.tsia «l) odtor Udn^ laiUiiiic hu*, 

'■'■ ■ - ■ - iQ |,]g, boifi; and__ _ 

nieto aow. In adwiriD bcfciti any imkyiidnen to 


S“**o* 4ada«i to bln and meboi^; aid of sma be Adeaeendh, 
SaI lBtolilM«M4eltoiet my^ewtr ' 
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of l^ennox, July l^ptfa, I 576 , ahe transniitted ii to her 
husband .then in l^tla^j and he retold to die 
countess the fbllo^uigf ansarer: '** Seeiiiff ;^u |iftve re> 
mitt^ ton»^ to tourer the queen this ji^'s mothers 
letters sent to you, what can I say ^ that I do not 
martrell to 8«^ bir writ tl^ best she ^ for htraelf, to 
seame to purge hw ctf that, t|uhairef muiy bei||rie me 
are certainly persuadit of the contrary, and i not only 
assurit by my awiu knawlddge, but by her handwrh, 
the confessions of men gone to the death, and uther iso 
fallibil raperienee. It wall be lang ^roe that is bable 
to put a mattir so notoiitms in oh^ion, to mak black 
quhyte, or innbcen^ to appear quhair the conWary is 
sa weill knawin.- - The raaist in^Ji^ent* I riust, doubtis 
not of the equitie of zoure ttod my cause, and of the 
just occasioun of our mislyking. Her rieht dewrie to 
zow and me, being the parteis interest, were hir trew 
conf^sioun ahd u^eyned repentance of tjiat lamentable 
fact, odious for hir to be reportit, and soriowfull for us 
to think of.' God is jus^ and will kiot in the end be 
abused; but as he has manifested lye trewth, so will he 
puneise the iniquity." Lemtox's Orig. R^vu. 0 / Let' 
tert. In their public papers, the queen’s enemies may 
be 6usl>ebted advancing what would be moft sub' 
servient to dieir cause, not what was agreeable to iboth, 
or what^owed from their oym inward ixnirictioo.' But 
in a iprivato l^r to his own wifo, Itenox had no oc< 
casio^ to dissemble; and it is bliw, thbt he notbi^ 
thoujght die queen guilty, but beUiitod, the autbehtiol^ 
ofh^lbtters toBotbwen. d- In (^[qiorittonto^l^ti^^ 


tarn, liBir unk^oSOe Ou 
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federdes themsi^M,' c^lc^^^ififai^g letters 
was seized 1 ^ 7 thebai on tlfer2<Jt^’'^Juii^l j^'but the 
first time that di^'were judiciidljr' stited' iu evidence 
against the que*^ ■ was ’in a ‘meeting .o^ th'e'negent’s 
privy-cpuiicil, December 4thi and'thieyafterWard served 
as the fcrnddiddn- of the actk' made a^hsf hdi: in' i&e 
parUa|Qehl':'!iesid'6n die iSth^of^ ib'e s^e.mblhth.'' Jf 
the letUw'liad b^ii getttiiriei it is contended/lEhat t&e 
obtainihg'^'ssesl^n of them mast have' adbided such, 
mattie^ ol^ihmjiii to die'ifbnfederaf^j; that thi^ wduld 
instantly Blve ptbclalmejii it to’and 
in fheir*‘^egbtialiOM wi& die^’EtiigKJfe;^^d’iFren^^ 
ministeWji Of With'isuch of dleii^ Mlotr-su^Jeidb'% 
demned ^^cif procdeeho^,' ’the^;woiil^' have ‘^ieiihed, 
at .Wce,%e^.^^ai;e fbf■;the%neen^.'lby ^hlbitihg. 
this convincing, ^irobrof her §^t. 'Httt’in this reason¬ 
ing suffidie^ tbtenlion ia not j^d to die d^lieato and 
peH^its sltondbii of thb ^nfed^tes 'ht that^hcture. 
The^had;]^bh;^!tos'agaiiu sbveiieigny ted seized 
her ;i^iite(^’’hf '(!Mi^eriy^tir,‘;‘aM her a 

prisOTdr at jCpchle^n. ■■ '^cbj;^rdeti^e^nnihbjli', how- 


. , s, heddbd ;bv#e 

i.’ 3%fs chmbinia^i^'dkyim 
they cbbld ndt^hopd’to; breat. pi'''tol vimqnish' without 
aid ^dla^;f^om l^ gliihd^ - In J||f. 

c(f 

of ^ die 

)img Eiqiiw^ipjg’devbt^y 

CQji^dtNa^ Jh^ viem |q of 

i£« m^^;^^^^nqen'^^ and' to .the 

exduaimf icd' hi^baiK^rmr froip' 1^ presence, they might 
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peiloj^ t^tbf coi^ti^^Dieed'by C^les IX. and 
his nE^Qist^ wbp seii^ an^ ^oy into Scodand of 

puipdf^ td.diwn^^ Maty £ro<a.J^i Ul^fillld match; 
Append, whari^as ibe.ipadj^her publicly 

with the ii^ataum^ of being acc(»fnry to ibe murder 
of her liund>ni^ ;"^|d be deemed .such ^ in|j^able 
crin^ by &e <^urt ofFranc^, as must cut oi^ eveiy hope 
of dountenance or aid from Uiat quarter. From England, 
with which the principal confederates Itad been long 
and intimately connected, they had many reasons to 
expect more effectual support; but to their astonish¬ 
ment, Elizabeth ccmdemned their proceedings with 
asperity, warmly espoused the cause of the captive 
queen, and was extremely solicitous to obtain her 
release md restoration. * Nor was this only one of 
the artifices trUch Elizabeth often employed in her 
transactions, witii Gotland. Though her most saga¬ 

cious mini|ti^ .considered it as the wisest poUcy to 
support tito* confl^erate lords mther than the queen 
of Scots, .^izabeth disregarded tfa^ countol.* Her 
high notions of royal authority, and of the, submission 
due by subjects, induced hm** on this occasion, to exert 
herself in b^alf of Mary, i»t only with i^incerity but 
with /^e negotiated; ,she solicited, she threat¬ 
ened. Finding die conf^eratea inflexible, she cn- 
deavou;^ ^. proenre Mtury’s release by means of 
that pai^ jn Scotlfi^d w^h continued faith&l to her, 
and ihi^tiiteted ‘Ihtolunorton to cpinr^^ witli the 
lead^ of it, and. to malto ov^rcs to,that effect 
App^d. %. X3MI,V®he eveoureptiao 

V • m#A* opiniM rfXlMSwArta#, «» 
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farlad to. dir^ i^ Arnbas^oF ai> Paris to concert 
measureA^tfa tbe thefir joint 

in%ht peffioade or the Scots to ac¬ 

knowledge tbe queen gsbqd%te)^# tikev sove- 
reijg^ ladjr and i^een, i^d their o^dience 

to her |on.” Keith, 4C|2,Fmoi all %ese cir- 
comstances^l^' confederates, had eteiry reason to<.ap- 
prehend that Mary woii^ soim obtain liberty, and by 
some acoomipqdaiion be restored to the wj^le, or at 
least to a considerable, portion of her authority as sove¬ 
reign. InjthaPerent they foresaw,-that if they should 
ventare to. accuse her'publicly of a crime so atrocious 
as the murder of her husband^ they must .not only be 
excluded for ever, Srom power and favour, but from any 
hppe of personal safety . \ On this account they long 
cpidhind ihinBiselves to:'that which was origmallyde- 
idsored to ba the reason oftheir taking arms; the. aveng¬ 
ing the king’s death, thq dissolving the marriage with 
Bothwdl, the indicting on him condign punishment, 
or bamihing him for evnr from the queen’s‘ presence. 
It a^>eai| from the letters of throkmorton, published 
by bishop Keith, and in my Appendix, that his sagacity 
early discorered this would be the tenor of their 
conduct , . in his letter from Edinburgh^ dated July 
14di, he observ^<that “ they do not forget their own 
peril ^i^ined^with the danger of the prince, but, as 
far 'as 1 perceiy(^ they intend not |o touch ^ queen 
eidter; in;fmrefy>.iOT in b^oiir; .for .dmy spedk of hm 
wi^inei^k smdreverewe^ affirm,^^a8 -1 dolernn, 

thai^- .thh C^ditil^ -afmesuM mmbaq>ti8had the 
sej^ifatima both p^'^'her to 

to -her ^stalaw^ * Appimd; Jfos.' 

tioh,Bmf^^^^n;^ytie4ringt^ in name aitdim pre¬ 
sence of his. idmociates,. ,*^^ imver nseant harm 
pewon norite her hottotn^-<teiri 
eoukamatiiim 
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it were, of i)l| prittces, straingKA, ioid, mnu^lyt of the 
queen of being G|iwg<^ .qf grievooB end in* 

famous titles, as to be noted .cebd^ traitors, s^ttoua, 
ingitRe, and.cmel, all urhicb they stifiSsr and bear upon 
their badts, because diey will not justify Hiemselves, 
nor proceed in any thing -that may touch their- sove¬ 
reign’s honour. But in case they be withf these defa¬ 
mations continually oppressed, or the force, aid, 
and practices of other princes, and nathelyof the queen 
of England, put in danger, or to an extremity, they shall 
be compelled to deal otherwise with the.queeu than 
they intend, or than they dcstic; for. added he, you 
may be sure we will not lose our lives, have our lands 
forfeited, and be reputed rebels through the world, 
seeing we have the means to justify ourselves.” Keith, 
448. From this view of the slippery ground on which 
they stood at that time, their conduct in not producing 
the letters for several months, appe^ not only to have 
been prudent, but essential to their own safety. 

. But, at a subsequent period, when tlic co^ederates 
found it necessttry to have the form of government, 
which tliey had established, confirmed by authority of 
parliament, a different modirof proceeding became re¬ 
quisite. All that had hitherto bem done with respect 
to the qneen’s dismission, the seating the young king 
upon the throne, and the appointment of the r^ett, was 


in reali^ no&ing Qi^^re than the deed of private men. 
It required the ei^ibition of some legal evi^nce to jm)- 
cure a constitutional act giving the sauctiou of its ap- 
probation to such violent'measures, and to obtsm ** a 
perfect law security fer aB theiu )^ut^thar by dlB^, 

- counsel, or subscription, bad entered into 
since the beginiung.''^ llayBre, 4^. Thu. tpICTaifed 
vH^ fhitwegent and Ws seu^ doU^i^l„^|er long deli- 
beralipn^ to agree to prodmse all eyulenceof which 
they pdsseased; and upon p^s^odtion | urlia- 

meot passed the acts which weae required, a 



m 


on oii] 

'om i» in- 
x^i^e in 
was 

of ti^Ha^il- 
most 



duced tke: 
tkdr cc^docft 
filing against &esi, 
tons. In December, 
of tbe members of it bad j^ikimwledged Ibe king aft tiieir 
lawful soverei|^;'and bad snbaitt^dt^the-regeat's go¬ 
vernment. . Huntlyi Argyll Heiniea, tbe nmsf powerful 
nobl<smei3Lbf tto^affy,;Were p^^t^ii^die girlilune^^^ 
and cc^cun-ed in all actef v EdmburgK^^ Dun^^ 

Dumba^bvnnd all tbe chief sttong^blds in tbe; kbg- 
dom wete: no#in tbeban^s of tba regeht; tbe arms of 
France had. full occupation ip. its ciVil wair wbb. the 
HugoQpU^i Tbp .i^doiir Of Elizabeth's aaal iu>b^balf Of 
the ppptiVe queen seema. tp have abated^ A $tep 
would bay? been folloV^d'widi ruin to the coafe^rates 
in June,^;^as attended irith little danger m Dumber. 
From, dtii;long deduction it appears, thht nO ^Oof of 
the lemti^being forged can be drawn irOm the circum- 
sta^^ of their no t having be^ produced immediately 
20th of Junp ; but though 410 ^pblic accusation 
wae brou^ instantly against the qneeip in consequence, 
o( seizinl^ the casket,: hints were given by the. confe¬ 
derates, .that,they possessed evidenceaufficieid;to 'con<- 
viet h6r< . ,( Thia i8 .plain% implied, in a. letter ofTh.rok- 
moxb^,jrply aiy.Keith, PreL.p. xti,vand irioib clearly 
in lbe;p|M!i|age i^^h I have qitoted frwn Ws leitor of 
^ pap«M<On- 

tai^ hr.fhe are still mt^ Fltdb^ pointed out. 

“ [ir.p,;^fe<^federa^^ they have as 

ias^ell by iie 
" hiyet^‘ 
htAaft > 


apparebi| 

coyerqj^^^ —aii'ji.-* 




l :;^at a paper ■ is 

intention, the ei^^ess^of &e: 



. .|i<^lar 
^^‘establish the 
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point in naew, bis s^icitiide to cut all doubts and 
cavity and to av<^ any appeanmce of uncer^nty, sel¬ 
dom &il of promptifl^ him tR use tixpr^ions the most 
explicit ^d fiidt bis purpose. The paSMges foisted 
into ancient enters by b^tics in different ages; the 
legmtdarymiracles,of ffie Romish saints; .the supposi¬ 
titious deeds-in thdir-own favour produced by monas¬ 
teries ; the false charters of homage mention^ Vol. 1. 
p. 3, are so many proofs pf this assertion. No maxim 
seems to be more certain than this, diat a foiger is'often 
apt to prove too ihuch, but seldom falls into the error of 
provii^ too little. The point which the queen’^ ene¬ 
mies had to establish was, “ that as the carl of Botliwclf 
was chief executor of the horrible ahd unworthy murder 
perpetrated, &c. so was she of the foreknowledge, coun¬ 
cil; devise, persuader, and commander of the said mur¬ 
der to be done.” Good. ii. 207. But of this there are 
only imperfie^ hints, obscure intimations, and dark ex¬ 
pressions in the letters, which, howqver convincing evi¬ 
dence they might furnish if found in' real letters, bear 
no resemblance to that glare and superfluity bf evideoee 
which/orgeries commonly’contain. All the advocates 
for Mwy’s innocence in her own age, contend that there 
is nothing in the letters which can serve as a proof of 
her gudt. Lesly, Blackwood, Turner, fkc. abound With 
passed to this purpose; nor ere the sentiments of those 
in the present age different. ** Yet still it might have 
been ckpec^d (says one of her ablest defenders), that 
some one os other of the points or articles of tlm accu¬ 
sation should be n^ out dearly^ by the probf. ’^ut 
lu^lng of tiiat is to be seen in the present case. IJheto 
is nbtliing in the letters that could plaindy 
wri|« toshase beeaf^n-tiie fareknowl^ge/ or 

'de^,‘ 0 l-,.aiiy'mife, fer less or 

comiii^^ft; and as Bttiejis <iie^|^!gMt|^ntaini^ 
or justifyipg stoy ihurders.” Gwd. Ho# ill 

advised MaryV adversaries Ip c<n>1^ so mhch 



^ OH' 

£^i||«;le8^ wbif^'am^ ilbl^tlWior eiiajblishh 
Ae concliteioQ &ey"h;^4ii.yife^|*vjaad they been 
b^ aa to have recoai:S4"ti)r^l5^,,||i it no^ patural t| 
think that th^ would have sanVB thm g mo J 

explicit and decisive ? It is atao^t impossible to ini 
ve^ a long nitration of jfictilipaB evetfta, ccmsisting o« 
various minute particulansj'and connect th^e in such 
a manner with red facts, tiiat no mark of ^ud shall 
appear. For this reaso^ skilful forgm avoid'any long 
detail of circumstances, especially pfforeign and super¬ 
fluous ones, well knowing that the more these are mul- 
tipliedl, the more are the chances of detection inmeased. 
Now Ma^’s lettefs, e^ecially the first, are filled with 
a multiplicity of circumstances, extremely-natural in a 
real correspondence, but altogether foreign to the pur¬ 
pose of the queen’s enemies, and which it would have 
been «treme folly to have inserted, if they had been 
altogether-imagmaiy, and without foundation. 3. The 
truth and reality bf several circumstances in the letters, 
and these, too, of no very public nature, are confirmed 
by undoubted collateral evidence. Lett. i. Good. ii. 

1.- Hie queen is said to have met one of X^nnox’s 
gentlemen, and lo have had some jconversation with 
him. Thomas Crawford, who was the person, appeared 
before I^izaheth’s commissioners, and confirmed, upon 
oath, the bnth of this circmnstance. fie likewise de- 
cl^md, that'^ri^ the queen’s stay al Glasgow, the king 
r^e^edcfo -himj. eyeey nighty whatever had passed 
through % day, between her ^je8ty.j^ him ; and 
that the ncconst given,of these cctavi^satidns 'in the first' 
letter, is nearly<foe same, with:what Idag'otanmmii- 
cated to ban. Cfood:. in 2^. ^ <y(lci^|(ding to tlm sam^ 
letter thero W^limch .diitaoon^ ^ttveep the king and 

^uaen con<5qti^ Mynto»B^^fa)^and W|^ 

M. 8; 10, 11. Whttt this was altogether un- 

knOiWn, until a letter of Mazy's, preserved ih the Scot^ 
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ti^^lege at Parb, and publfehed, Keith, Pref. vli. 
discorered it to be an affair of 90 much importance as 
merited idi attention she paid to it at Aat time. It 
appears by a letter Irom tee French ambassador, tent 
Mary was subject to a violent pain in her aide. Keith, 
ibid. This circumrtance is mentioned, Lett. i. ’j). 30, in 
a manner so natural as can scarcely belong to any but 
a genuine production. 4. If we shall still think it pro¬ 
bable to suppose that so many real circumstances were 
artfully introduced into the tetters by the forgers, in 
order to give an air of authenticity to their production; 
it will hardly be possible to hold the some opinion con¬ 
cerning the following particular. Before the c{ucen 
began her first letter to Botewell, she, ns usual among 
those who write long letters containing a variety of sub¬ 
jects, made notes or memorandums of the particulars she 
wisheil to remember; but as she sat up unriting during 
a great part of the night, and after her attendants were 
asleep, her paper failed her, ^d she continued her let¬ 
ter upon the same sheet on which she had formerly made 
her memorandum. This she herself takes notice of, and 
makes an apology for it: “ It is late; I desire nevi^r to 
cease from writing unto you, yet now, after the kissing 
of yonr hands, 1 will end my letter. Excuse my evil 
writing, and read it twice oyer. Excuse that thing that 
is SiBribtit, for I had na p^mr zesterday, quhen 1 wraite 
that cif the romiiorial.” Good. ii. 28. ihieac memoran¬ 
dums still appear in tee middle of the letter; and what 
we have said seems naturally to account fer the manner 
how they might find their way into a real letter. It is 
search to be suppoe^, however, teat any forger wonld 
think of placing memorandums in tee middle -of a tetter, 
wherf^ at first sight, they make so absurd and to unna- 
tnral an iqppeasanc^ But if any ihairiilll carry their 
refintenent to such a lengte, as to that tee for¬ 

gers were sbiartfol as to mrow in ihk ctrcamstance, in 
order to preiteree the appearance of genuineness, they 
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roo^ ftt least who em> 

{^yed fhrgei^^ ciGt|44 <l^ign 

and meaimig of fik^ai^li^noteir'^d 

ba^we find them to CiQ^ine 

that they were the •i/er^>oiihts .con- 

cei^g which the/queen;^atd 

turns. Geod. ii.; 152« ^JTi^^^icai^oi'^elbly he; 
for the qaeen herself Wri^ wi^^miieil^aGtQesscon- 
ceraing thedifiei-eaf j)Qi|t8 ih.ijii meDpt^stfid^; that 
there iWas no nt^ of aqjl^.e^^t of i^hruetions 
to the be^er Ghnif^rnih^'theth. \The%eh)orandepins are 
indeed the cofi^^^xA the letter,^ 5. Mj^y, tpetdoning 
her conveiflatio^f^i^ith ^e king,^abdht. the of 
Mynto, JEiiegaiV^ j^y8,'‘‘T^ ihome fwoyjto^OT- 
rqw]4 tidll speik;’^;;hittf’ upon ihat poidt^^ hb^.theii 
^ds,f ff ids tojthe/fest dfj^iliie ^iegail’si.hooopfessit 
it;; hut;^^j^as 4he monie.p. e. jfefmonmng] eiier;ro^ 
coming Of he did it^ ..iGoodrf ii.'9^ ;; This, addition, 
which could hot have be^ roade till after d»e cmversa- 
tion happ£med,'?%eems;either4^.have been- inserted by 
the queen into the body Of the letter, or, perhaps,, she 
ha#ig Wj^teu itron ^die^margip, it waa <dheh thence 
intP'.th6. t^. j If we suppose the letter to -be ayeal one, 
and wnfto; at-di&reqt tw ,as it pldnly this 
. circumstance appears to he very natural but no reason 
couldMyeindaced :a fo^r tq b^ vedtiired ap<^ such 
an^mij^nismifor, which thei«fffucnolaeo^^ An 
ad4i|^h|pei%!%- similar. to - ^,-n^ 0 ‘,to ^^.^lEa^ine 

P^f^li^''^4yihefofand'»..lCh^od«.jib'55S4^' 

letj^ w-QmjEor^dh^ hofueiiera^ on par|lqsh,to blast 
^ci^^reputatioo; „asd to .It 

.iarn'et nt1^£ei|^.h^■tdcef'nod tuira|tliii|wU<h'^ 

, w^;, this 

iopu^ ;-tu^phsarvatioaa’wh&|^»ha^^id^^ made, 
ebutlin a i^piy to.thein; Aff meh^^Who has in- 
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qaii^ into &e afl^ i^Uiatperiod with great iodintiy, 
and who has mach kttowTedge.of them, has 

published (as he a^hnas) a 4aiiKHi8tration of forgeiy 
of Mloy’s lettersf^,; ,!10us denionstmtion he foands upon 
evideiioe both ii^rnal and external. With regard to 
the former,Jhe that the French copy of. the 

queen’s let^ra th plmnl^ a translation of Bachanan’a 
Latin copy ;'.;|rhich Latin copy is only a' translation of 
the Scotch copy; and, by consequence, the assertion 
of the queen's cities, that she wrote them originally 
in French, isalto^her groundtess, and the whole letters 
are gross forgeries. He accounts for this strange suc¬ 
cession of translations} by wppasing that when ^e for¬ 
gery was projected, nO person could be found capable 
of writing cniginally in the Frentih language letters 
which wou^d pass for the queen’sfor that reason they 
were first composed in Scottish; but unluckily tiie French 
interpreter, as he conjectures, did not understand that 
language; and therefore Buchanan translated them 
into Latin, and from this Latin tliey were rendered into 
French. Good. i. 79, 80. 

It is hardly necessary to observe; th%t nd proof what¬ 
ever is produced 'of any of fiiese sdppositions. The 
manner of the Si^ts in that age, when dbuMt every 
man of rank spent a part of his youth in France, and 
the interc^rse between the two nations wasgreat, ren¬ 
ders ittdtogetherimprobaUe'tiiat so many compHaued 
operations dioiild be necessary in m-der to procuire a 
few letters to be written in theFrracb language. .. 

But withcjatinristing (artiier on this, we may observe, 
that aU ihu.tathoi^s premisM may be g^mited, and y^ 
his drmdusion will not foUow, urdeselm Ukewise pirive 
.rirat French nQw Jtawe lli^ ard a true 

w^h wete pvodnc^ and his 

par^ in ti^iflootfirit pa rih^^ »* '0^ and at 

Weltaiksfori But ; and if 

we attend to the histoiy of tiie<lettm; aidian attempt, 
it is obvious, must have been umpccessful. The letters 
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were first pttWisheid &« fte<end ;^ Bficliaaan’s De^tida. 
ITie first^edition ©f thk tresti^W^ ija ;I^tito, in ^hieh 
language tiiree of fi)ie*qneen> W%re su^lned to 
it; this Latin editic® 1571. Soon 

after, a* Scottish teansl&iSon of it ii^ puldi|Ji^d, at 

the end of it were printed lifaBWijt^'jb Sedtl^ fethTee 
letters which h^l sqf^pe^^ ifr I^tin, and five 

other letters in Scottish, wfifch jtrert aot in the Latin 
editionv Next topearpd ft^Feteeh tfanaafiohjof^ De- 
tectioi^' and omven of thfe let^Srt';; this have 

been pri^d at pdinbui^h %” Walte^, 4S72. 

The name of t^^Me, aa^l M 
%‘all paiities WBe a tot^est iinpbsturo: Oh^^®ithor, 
from observing Ae day W Ifiie nionth^ irb^rhldi the 
printingib'said fj'Mve boehj^ished, has-^ilafed that 
this edition was printed'at London '; but no stress can 
be laid upon a date found iii a book, where every othbr 
circumstance with reg^d to the printing is allowed to be 
false. Blackwood, who (next to Lesly) was die best 
ii&med of airiMMy’s advocates in that age, affirms, 
^at die French edition of the Detection was published 
in Ft^n^;^<‘Il;|Bochahah]' a depuis adjoina^ a cette 
deeteaiipn Ufa petit libelle du pretehdu manage du 
Due-de Norfolk, et de la fa^onde sofa proces, et la tout 
enyc^ aufa freres 41a Rofahelle, Ifasquds voyahtt qnll 
ptMfaroit sevm 4 la cai»e, I’ont -fa^duit M 

icfl^ ’fiat imprimfe. 4 Edinbourg, ..|’4t'‘ 4 dire 4 

iUxa^ par Tbomas Waltemi *faom %po8t5‘ef'iy^ 4 

Theauthor 

^ tie Imoceace tk, M4rk gpeS a^ n«tnes the 

Fpeodi ttansktor of the defafafafon.: ** ^icditif tne- 
miwrneiit composfi fcfamine; par |3e<fa»e 

Bj^hafaan Eatst^ys; el dupu^ hn^ofa 

Franqoiserjar ufa tlfagono^ toijai* 

tk®):.C«n«(,!#^ plug 

remuK^ezaeditie^Hdi^B^^i^ '<^. 443.^ The 
eofatmrring testittt^ of tsrS eifaitemporary authors, 
whose residence in prance afforded diem sufficient 
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means of information, nuist outweigh a slight confec* 
ture. The j^rench traiuhilor does not pretend to publish 
the original FreneU letters as written by Ae queen her¬ 
self ; he esqpress^, dledates that he translatod them 
from the iA|^ Good. i. 103. Had our author at¬ 
tended to dft tiiese circumstances, he might have saved 
himself the hdmor of so^ny oriticisms to prove that 
the present French coj^y of the letters is a translation 
from the Latin.. The French editorthimself acknowledges 
it, and, so far as 1 know, to person ever denied it 

We may obsem that j&e French translator was so 
ignorairtas to aflirm that had wri^n these letters, 
partly in French, partly in Scottish. Good. i. 103. Had 
this jranslation been published at London by Cecil, or 
had it been made by hi^ directic^, so gross an error 
would not have been admitted into it. This error, how¬ 
ever, was owing to an odd circumstance. In the Scot¬ 
tish translation of the Detection, two or three sentences 
of the original French were prefixed to each letter, which 
breaking off with an &c. the Scottish Iranslatioo of the 
whole letter followed. This raetiiod of printing trans¬ 
lations was not uncommon in that age. The French 
editor observing this, fo<dishly concluded tliat the letters 
had been written partly in French, partly in Scottish. 

If we carefully consider tiiose tew French sentences 
of each letter, whidi still remain, and apply to them 
that igiecies ^ 'criticism, by which our author has ex- 
amuied the whole, adear proof will arise, that there am 
a French copy not translated from the Latin, but tidiich 
was itself ^ original from which both the Latimaod 
Scottish haw been translated, litis mmnte critieiBa 
must necessarily be disagwfMble to nuunyreaders j .bnt 
Jucfc% a few sentences only ife tovbeexaiaitfedi a^b 

wUI Jwslec it mttreaoely 

In tite fiitMMter, the French sailua^^MiBed to it 
ends wiA tfeesK wwds, y fmiaU tm. H^is plgin feis 
expresaion, ceftse peui tm eorfimm ca»r, is by no 
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meaii|4 traoslatioia of autni atqm 

and 

ategailce in the'& nor 
Sdottiflh have fetaii^,^not a 
translation'of Mofrans> 
latiQn, quhUe fte 

Fierich inore prdj«rfy'' W ‘signified 

until as well as'4M<A^.'‘ Je n*ajf ^opos 

is not justly t;fe^ei^ tie^i^ dm 

quoquamj lie j^i^e ia’|[41^1^ one 

peculiw i ‘thw llnguag^^j^Jriyes' a tooire probaBie 
accbuni^Bf heffehaviour »{& ^e ^erl bien 

qu'%1 ^y '^a^i'%n is ia]^:a i^slatioh 'of ul ^ui jttdi- 
carent id non esse e^usu^ The French septe&bB'iiprc- 
fixed,to;|etfe‘j2/«Sid^iia;yr»^ It is'eVidW that 
both the Latin hiid 'Scottish ijranslatidpa have omiBed 
altogeth^' thes^ wotds, & thutqfckje M ’pmt^j^endre. 
The Frexich sentence pr^xed to lett; 3. ends, vtii p/e-. 
senter. J'aye vdlH plug iard In hout is ^teioly no trans- 
laticm of mo/ate4tna/ ^e sense of the French 

is. better express^ by ^ Scp^B,, I haw usaOcU later 

*3 very 

Iroin ad ‘ pie five 

^let^ra ^eyer nppeareirin ; n<w is there 

sm. hbwei^er>.are n 


biiveuiprt hjiioin^ 


IS notpofu 


no 


tM T7 
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practicable, as to require one to translate a certain given 
number of lines in prose, into an equal number of verses 
where both measbre and rhyme were to be observed. 
Tlie Scottish, on the contrary', appears manifestly to be 
a translation of ^ French; the phrases, the idioms, 
and many of the words are French, and not Scottish. 
Besides, the Scottish translator has, in several instanec.s, 
mistaken the sense of the French, and in many more 
expresses the sense imperfectly. .Had the sonnet been 
forged, this could not have happened. The directors 
of the liaud would have understood their own work. 
I shall satisfy myself with one example, in which 
there is a proof of both my assertions. Stanza vUi. 
ver. 9. 

Pour luy j’attendz toute bonne fortune, 

Pour luy je veux garder sante et vie, 

Pour luy lout vertu de suivre j'ay envie. 

For him I attend all good fortune. 

For him I will conserve helthe and life. 

For him I desire to ensue courage. 

Altend in the first Hue is not a Scottish, but a French 
phrase; the two other lines do not express the sense of 
the French, and the last is absolute nonsense. 

The eighth letter was never translated into French. 
It contains much refined mysticism about devices, a folly 
of that age, of which Mary was very fond, as appears 
from several other circumstances, particularly firom a 
letter concerning impresas by Drui^niond of Hawthom- 
den. If Mary’s adversaries forged her letters, ftey 
were certainly employed very idly when they produced 
this. 

From these observations it seems to be evident mat 
there was a French copy of Mary’s letters, which the 
Latin and Scottish were only translidiowi Wodaing 
now remains of this copy but those few iibipaces 
are prefixed to the Scottish IranalatMmi Tire ^wnch 

VOL. II. u 
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editor laid hold of diese seutences, and tacked his own 
translation to them, which, so far as it is his work, is a 
servile and a very wretched translation of Buchanan’s 
Latin; whereas, in those - introductory, sentences, we 
have discovered strong i^arks of their being originals, 
and certain proofs that they are not translated from 
the Latin. 

It is apparent, too, from comparing the Latin and 
Scottish translations with these sentences, that the 
Scottish translator has more perfectly attained the sense 
and spirit of the French than the Latin. And as it ap¬ 
pears, that the letters were very early translated into 
Scottish, Good. ii. 76. it is probable that Buchanan 
made.his tr&nslation, not from the French but from the 
Scottish copy. Were it necessary, several critical 
proofs of this might be produced. One that has been 
already mentioned seems decisive. Diutius illic morata 
sum bears not the least resemblance to j’ay veilli plus 
lord la haul; but if, instead of I walkit [i. e. watched] 
laitcr (hairup, we suppose that Buchanan read I wailit, 
&c. this mistake, into which he might so easily have 
fallen, accounts for the error in his translation. 

These criticisms, however minute, appear to be well- 
founded. But whatever opinion may be formed con¬ 
cerning them, the other arguments, with regard to the 
internal evidence, remain in full force. 

The external proofs of the forgery of the queen’s let¬ 
ters, which our author has produced, appear at first 
sight to be .specious, but are not more solid than that 
which we have already exaniined. These proo& may 
be cla^d under two heads. .. 1. The erroneous and 
contradictory accounts which are said to be given of 
the letters upon the first judicial production of them. 
In the secret council held December 4, 1567>they are 
descnbed “ as h^, privie letters wntten and subs^fit 
with iher afrin hand.’- Daynea, 454. Good. ii. 64. In 
the Mt?of p^liamto^ passed OU ;^ 15di of die same 
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month, they are described as “ her priric letters written 
halelie with her awin hand." (lood. ib. 67. Tlits di¬ 
versity of descrip^on has been considered as a strong 
presumption of forgery. The manner in which Mr. 
Hume accounts for this is natural and plausible, vol. v. 
p. 498. And several ingenious remarks, tending to 
confinn hi.s observations, are made in a pamphlet lately 
published, entitled, Miscettanema Remttrks on the En¬ 
quiry into the Evidence againat Mary Queen of Scota. 
To what they have observed it may ^ added, Uiat the 
original act of secret council does not now exist; we 
have only a copy of it found among Cecil's papers, end 
the transcriber has been manifestly so ignorant, or so 
careless, that an argument founded entirely upon the 
supposition of his accuracy is of little force. Several 
errors into which he has fallen, we ore enabled to point 
out, by comparing his copy of the act of secret council, 
with the act of parliament passed iii consequence of it. 
The former contain-s a petition to parliament; in the 
latter the real petition is resumed verbatim, and con¬ 
verted into a law. In the copy, the queen’s marriage 
with Bothwell is called “ a priveit marriage,” which it 
certainly was not; for it w’as cclebnited, after proclama¬ 
tion of banns, in St. Giles's church three several days, 
and with public solemnity; but in Ute act it is denomi¬ 
nated “ ane pretendit marriage,” which is the proper 
description of it, according to the ideas of the party. 
In the copy, the queen is said to be so thrall and 
bbidy aifectionat to the privat appetite of that tyran^,** 
which is nonsense, but in the act it is blindly id^ee- 
tionat” In the copy it is said, “ all nobill and virtuous 
men abhorring their traine and company.” In the acV 
“ their Qrvannie and companie,” ^ich b evidentiy die 
true reeding, as die other has eifter no meaning, or is 
a mere tabtoiogyi "1L The other proof of die forgery 
of the letters, b fomtded upon t^ of re¬ 
conciling the accotmt, given of irhen, and the 
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places from which, the letters are supposed to have been 
written, with what is certainly known concerning the 
queen’s motions. According to the paper published, 
Anders, ii. 269, which has been called Murray’s Diary, 
and which is formed upon the authority of th^’ letters, 
Mary set out from Edinburgh to Glasgow, January 21, 
1567; she arrived there on the 23rd; left that place on 
the 27th; she, together with the king, reached Linlith¬ 
gow on the 28th, stayed in that town only one night, 
and returned to Edinburgh before the end of the month. 
But, according to Mr, Goodall, the queen did not leave 
Edinburgh until Friday, January 24th; as she stayed a 
night at Callendar, she could not reach Glasgow sooner 
than the evening of Saturday the 25th, and she returned 
to Linlithgow on Tuesday the 28th. By consequence, 
the first letter, which supposes the queen to have been 
at least four days in Glasgow, as well as the second 
letter, which bears date at Glasgow, Saturday morning, 
whereas she did not arrive there until the evening, must 
be forgeries. That the queen did not set out from 
Edinburgh sooner than the 24th of January, is evident 
(as he contends) from the public records, which con¬ 
tain a Precq^ of a confirmation of a life-rent by James 
Boyd to Margaret Chalmers, granted by the queen, on 
the 24th of January, at Edinburgh; and likewise a let¬ 
ter of the queen’s, dated at Edinburgh on the same day, 
appointing James Inglis, taylor to the prince, her son. 
That the king and queen had returned to Linlithgow 
on the 28th, appears from a deed, in which they ap¬ 
point Andrew Ferrier, keeper of their palace Aere, 
dated at Linlithgow, January 28. Good. i. 118. 

This has been represented to be not only a convinc¬ 
ing, but a legal proof of the forgery of the lettem said 
to be written by Mary; but how far it falls short of 
this, will appear from the following considerations : 

' 1. It is evident from a declaration or confe^ion 
made by the bishop of Ross, that before the confe- 
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rences at York, which were opened in the bef^^inning of 
October, 1668, Mary had, by an artifice of Maitland's, 
got into her hands a copy of those lettem which her 
subjects accused her of having written to Bothwcll. 
Brown’s Trial of the Duke of Norfolk, 31. 36. It is 
highly probable that the bishop of Ross had seen tlio 
letters before he wrote the defence of queen Mary's 
honour in 1570. They were published to all Uic 
world, together with Buchanan’s Detection, A.D. 1571. 
Now, if they had contained an error .so groas, and, at 
that time, so obvious to discovery, as the supposing 
the queen to have pa-ssed several days at Glasgow, 
while she was really at Edinburgh; had they con¬ 
tained a letter dated at Glasgow, Saturday morning, 
though she did not arrive there till the evening; is it 
possible* that she*herself, who knew her own motions, 
or the able and zealous advocates who ap{>cared for 
her in that age, should not have publishetl and ex¬ 
posed this contradiction, and, by so doing, have bla.stcd 
at once the credit of such an imposture ? In disqui-si- 
tion-s which are naturally ah.stru.se and intricate, the in¬ 
genuity of the latest author may discover many things 
which have escaped the attention, or baffled the saga¬ 
city, of those who have formerly considered the same 
subject But when a matter of fact lay so obvious to 
view, this circumstance of its being unobserved by tlic 
queen herself, or by any of her adherents, is almost a 
demonstration that there is some mistake or fallacy in 
our author’s arguments. So far are any, cither of our 
historians, or of Mary’s defenders, from calling in 
question the cUmmon account concerning the time of 
the queen’s setUng out to Glasgow, and her returning 
from it, that there is not the least appeuance of any 
differaicl among &em with regard to this point. But 
farther, 

2. Those papers in the public records, on whifch our 
author rests the proof of his assertion concerning the 
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queen’s motions, are not the originals subscribed by the 
queen, but copies on!y, or translations of copies of 
those originals. It is not necessary, nor would it be 
very easy, to render this intelligible to persons unac¬ 
quainted with the forms of law in Scotland; bht every 
Scotsman conversant in business will understand me 
when I say, tiiat the precept of confirmation of the life- 
rent to Boyd is only a Latin copy or note of a precept, 
which was sealed with the privy-seal, on a warrant 
from the signet-oflSce, proceeding on a signature which 
bore date at Edinburgh, the 24th of January j and that 
the deed in favour of James Inglis is the copy of a let¬ 
ter, sealed with the privy-seal, proceeding on a signa¬ 
ture which boreidate at Edinburgh, January 24. From 
all this we may argue with some degree of reaison, that 
a proof founded on papers which are so many removes 
distant from the originals, cannot but be very lame 
and uncertain. 

. 3. At that time all public papers were issued in the 
name both of the king and queen; by law, the king’s 
subscription was no less requisite to any paper than the 
queen’s; and therefore, unless the original signatures 
be produced, in order to ascertain the particular day 
when each of them signed, or to prove that it was 
signed only by one of them, the legal proof aris¬ 
ing from these papers would be, that both the king 
^d queeii signed them at Edinburgh on the 24th of 
January. 

4. I^edatra of the warrants or precepts issued by 
the sovereign in that age, seem to have been in a great 
mrasnre arbitrary, and affixed at'the pleasure of the 
writer ; and of consequence, these dates were seldom 
aerate, are often false, and can never be relied upon 
This abuse became so frequent, and was found to be 
so pernicious, that an act of parliament, A.D. 1592 
. dedared the fixing a false date to a signa^re to be 
niffh-treascm. . 
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5. There stiU remain, in the public records, a great 
mimber of papers, which prove the necessity of this 
law, as well as the fallacy of our author's arguments. 
And though it be no easy matter, at the distance of 
two centuries, to prove any particular date to be 
false, yet surprising instances of this kind sh^l be pro¬ 
duced. Nothing is more certain firorn hbtory, ^au 
that the king, was at Glasgow, 24th Juiuary, 1567, 
and yet the record of signatures from 1^65 to 1582, 
fol. IGth, contains the copy of a signature to Archi¬ 
bald Edmonstou, said to have been subscribed by o«r 
sovereigns, i. e. the king and queen, at Edinburgh, 
January 24, 1567; so that if wc were to rely impli¬ 
citly ujKm the dates in the records of that age, or to 
hold our author’s argument to be good, it would prove 
that not only the queen, but the king too wa^if Edin¬ 
burgh on the 24th of January. 

It appears from an original letter of the bishop of 
Ross, that on the 25th of October, 1566, Alary lay at 
the point of deatli; Kcitlt, App. 134 ; and yet a de<xl 
is to be found in the public records, which bears that 
it was signed by tlie queen that day. Privy seal, lib. 
35. fol. 89. Ouchterlunif* 

Bothwell seized the queen, as slie returned from 
Stirling, April 24, 1507, and (according to her own 
account) conducted her to Dunbar with all diligenct!. 
And. i. 95. But our author, relying on the dates of 
some papers which he found in the records, supposes 
that Bothwell allowed her to stop at Edinburgh, and 
to transact business there. Nothing can be more impro¬ 
bable than this supposition. We may therefore rmtk the 
date of the deed to Wright, Privy seal, lib. 36. fol. 43, 
and which is mentiotied by our author, vol. i. 124, 

< N. B. In tone of Ute ouBer edUiom of Oib DiwrrtoSoo, uiaihrr iixlancr of itw 
ftRtiitii vUti tboM wkfcfc go bfTof® ab4 fiAlow wAi MwntiMMid • but CImi< b®* 
»iace been loufidfd <Ki • of awployfd to lMtY^ 

the raeords. and wrlhftr'fofe onuMed in fhh cdbloo# The rroMingf Howtm. 
the Drtvrruiloo, fUMb rtiH lo fuice. ftotwiOtttnodbig 4hii oommIoo, 
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among the instances of the ^Ise dates of papers which 
were issued in the ordinary course of business in that 
age. Our author has mistaken the date of the other 
paper to Forbes, ibid.; it is signed April 14th, not 
April 24th. 

If there be any point agreed upon in Msiry’s history, 
it is that she remained at Dunbar from the time that 
Bothwell carried her Either, till she returned to Edin¬ 
burgh along with him in the beginning of May. Our 
author himself allows that she resided twelve days 
there, vol. i. 367. Now, though there are deeds in the 
records which bear that they were signed by the queen 
at Dunbar during that time, yet there are others which 
bear that they were signed at Edinburgh; e. g. there is 
one at Edinburgh, April 27tib, Privy seal, lib. 36. fol. 
97. HiliBe are others said to be signed at Dunbar on 
that day. Lib. 31. Chart. No. 524. 526. Ib. lib. 32. 
No; 154. 157. There are some signed at Dunbar, April 
28th. Others at Edinburgh, April 30th, lib. 32. Chart. 
No. 492. Others at Dunbar, May 1st. Id. ibid. No. 
158. These different charters suppose the queen to 
have made so many unknown, improbable, and incon¬ 
sistent journeys, that they afford the clearest demon¬ 
stration that the dates in these records'ought not to be 
depended on. 

This becomes more evident from the date of the 
charter said to be signed April 27th, which happened 
that year to be a Sunday, which was not, at that time, 
a day of business in Scodand, as appears from the books 
oi s^erunt, then kept by the lords of session. 

From, this short review of, our author’s proof of the 
foTgery of the letters to Bothwell, it is evident, diat his 
arguments are far from amounting to demonstration.* 

« 31ie aocertiinty of kny eonduiioii fonned nmdy oo die date of poblic papen 
in dint age. etpecially widt reapeet to the king, ii coiiSimed and illustrated by a 
. dbeoseiT which'eraa made lately. Mr. Daeidion (to wbom 1 was indebted for niucli 
infetmation when 1 composed this; Dissertation tbirty-tbree yean ago) hat, in the 
.eoutse of bis ccaeanchei into the anlhpiitiet of Ids country, found, an origin^ paper 



KING HENRY’S MURDER, <cc. 2y7 

Another argument against the genuincncsH of these 
letters is founded on.the style and composition, which 
are sai’d to be altogether unworthy of the queen, and 
unlike her real productions. It is plain, both from the 
great accuracy of composition in most of Mary letters, 
and even (iom her solicitude to write them in a fair 
hand, tliat she valued herself on dtose accomplishments, 
and was desirous of being esteemed an elegant writer. 
But when she wrote at any time in a hurry, then many 
marks of inaccuracy appear. A remarkable iiistancc 
of this may be found in a paper publislicd, Good. ii. 
.301. Mary’s letters to Bothwell were written in tlie 
utmost hurry; and yet under all the disadvantages of a 
translation, they arc not destitute either of spirit or 
tmergy. The manner in which she exprcsse.s her love 
to Botliwell has been pronounced indecent and even 
■shocking. But Mary’s tcmi>cr led her to warm ex¬ 
pressions of her regard; those refinements of delicacy, 
which now appear in ail the commerce between the 
sc.xes, were, in that age, but little known, even among 
persons of tlic highest rank. Among the earl of Hard-' 
wicke's papers, there is a scries of letters from Mary 
to the duke of Norfolk, copied from the llarlcian li¬ 
brary, p. 37. b. 9. fol. 88, in which Mary declares her 
love to that nobleman in language which would now 
be reckoned extremely indelicate ; Hard. State Papers, 
i. 189, &c. 

Some of Mary’s letters to Bothwell were written be- 

ttbieh to Scottnh ■niiquMtc*. Ottct>«n*o metu, lluit on u- 

count of the krog*! fmjoem utnencr, orciaioncd hy hit and love of field' 

tporta, a carirUe, or atamp cut fn wtai, waa made, with ahich Ma iianw na* aAxrd 
t6 public deedt, a« if be liad been preaent. Ilht. lib. a»l. p. .143. edit. Hwldba. 
Knot relates Ibe mbc tbisg, IliM. p. .19.1. ilow modi ih>< may hare irirralnl llie 
king of the conaraucnce »hi^ be derived fmui haring hir Mine eonpdncd with that 
of the qoren in all public deedr, ar the aAiing of hU nante aar tbctebr |a>t cnllrrly 
In the poaer of tbe perroo who had the coaii^y of ibe cochar/r. la nmaiftii. ^>e 
keeping of it, ea both Buchanni and Ksot afhroi, waa cniumilt^ to KinO. A lair 
defender of queen Mery calls in qneation wblt Ibey relate, and tecon to eonaidcr it 
at one of their aapeninm. Cuodall, rol. {. p. t38 Tbe Irotli of their aaieniut,, 
iMweeer, ia now fully ntabliihed, by the origioal decii which I hsee .mcnliMcl. 
This I hare seen end esaiaiocd with eftenlion. It ianow lodjprd by Mr. JlevidKin 
in the tignrt-oAce. In it the aubaciiptieil of tbe king's nato* bM eridtnily hern 
made by a ctehttu whb pitnier's ink. 
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fore the mui^derrof her husband; some of them after 
diat event, and before herm^iage to Both well. Those 
which are prior to the death of her husband abound 
with the fondest expressions ol^her love' to Bothwell, 
and excite something mpre than a suspicion that, their 
familiarity had been extremely criminal. We find in 
them too, some dark expressions, which her enemies 
employed to provej|j|uit she was no stranger to the 
schemes which were'lbrmed against her husband’s life. 
Of this kind are the following passages: Alace 1 I 
never dissavit ony body ; but 1 remit me altogidder to 
zour will. Send me advertisement quhat I sail do, 
and quhatsaever thing come thereof, I sail obey zow. 
Advise to with zourself, gif ze can find out ony mair 
secret inventioun by medicine, for he suld tak medi¬ 
cine and the bath at Craigmillar.” Good. ii. 22. “See 
not hir quhais fenzeit teiris suld not be sa meikle 
praisit and estemit, as the trew and faithfull travellis 
quhilk I sustene for to merit hir place. For obtaining 
of the quhilk, againis my natural, 1 betrayis thanie that 
may iinpesche me. God forgive me,” &c. Ibid. 27. “ I 
have wdkit later ’thairup, than I wald have done, gif 
it had not been to draw something out of him, quhilk 
this berer will schaw zow, quhilk is the fairest commo¬ 
dity that can be offerit to excuse zour affairs.” Ibid. 32. 
From the lettem posterior to the death of her husband, 
it is evident tliat the scheme of Bothwell’s seizing 
Mary by force, and carrying her along with him, was 
contrived in concert with herself, and with her ap¬ 
probation.' 

' Tint letters of so mocn inpotlmce as those of Iluy to Bothwell should Iiave 
been entjiely lost, •p|»an to maojF sitagether nasccoenteble. After being pro- 
doeed in Beglend before EUsebelh’s commissioners, Ihej ^re delieeted back bjjr 
them to the earl of Mum;. Good. 9.135. Be seems to haee kmt them in lus 
possession dntiog liA. After bis death, they fell into the hands of Lennox his suc¬ 
cessor. who reMored Qiem to the earl of Morton. Good. ii. 91. Though it be not 
necessarily connected with any of the questions which gaee occasion to Uiis Disscr- 
tatioa. it may perhaps satisfy the curioialy of some of my readers to inform them, 
.that, after n very euligent searcb, which has lately been made, no emy of Mary’s 
letters to Bothssell can befeond in any of the public libraries in Craat Bcitaiii. 
The only certain iidelligenee concerlSng dien, since the time of their being deli- 
seied to Horton, sraa communicated by the accumte Dr. Birch. 
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With respect to the sonnets, Sir Devid Dalrjmple 
has proved clearly, that they must hate been written 

F.ittact of the lelten of Bobnt Bo*a, ciq. omhowoSor (fON qoeen EUoabclh to 
tbrkiog of Scotland, writtw to Sir WaM^liaai. M CWinr y W WWo. fcom tho 

OTiginal rcgitler book of Mr. Bowca'i Wncn, freoi J.Mh of Aocint, IMS. to <Sik 
Srptember, 1SK3, in tho poucnton rd' Chrittopbcr Boater, M.D. of Doihaai. 

tSSt, ttih Morambof. fraai EdUborgh. 

Al'-cit I bare been bon., i band. That the cofhr wbnrio «m iba originaU of 
kiten between the SeottMi tiiHco and the call of BotbircJI, bad been deiirtMti to 
Mindi/ handt, and thereb; wa.i at perMot wanliDc.aad unbnoarntrbere it mtri.jtl 
I havr learned eeetalnl; 1^ the pnor at FtuwarayM'l taeana, that bodt tlia coMr 
<ad abu Ib^ writingi are eoate. and now remain olth the riti of Goorle. >ba. 1 
l<erc>'’ re, will be bMl, 'Birealed to Babe drIiTerjr to her accantte| to bar 

majeitv'* deiur. 

Tli'j liiDi patt I ' lee crpendrd in aeaKhing wlirre the etitn and wrilingt ware, 
where!.’ oiiboot the htlp of tbe priot, t ahouid hare found great difBcnItp; now 1 
.■ill uvr tjoarir. and of i j tucccM you •hall be ahortly advettned. 

Itib of Norember, from Kdittbargh. 

Urcaufc I had both learned, dial the caikri and h-lten uentioneil in my laal, 
Iteforr the,e were come <o the pe-.Muaiun of the call of (iiiwrie, and airo foaad that 
no me. n roiglil prerail to win the aaiue out of l>i> bandt williout hit own conarni aod 
privity 1 in which behalf [ hid i iuployed fit imirumentt, that nrvrrthricn profiling 
nothing; tbeiefon: I alteiDptcd to ruay himaeif, letting him know that llie uM 
caiket and Icttcra thouhl have been brought to her majeaty by the ofler and good 
meam of good frieoda, proiaiting to haee dcliecied Uiem to her tnajcvly before they 
came into hi, hands and cualody, and knuniiig that be did bear the like afiVetlon, 
and Ma, ready to pleasure her maj^Hy in all things, and chiefly in this that had 
been thus far tendered to her majesty, ami wliich dieietiy tboold bo Hull accefiird 
and with princely thank, ..’’d grnl'iitj be ri’ijuiti'd to his runfurl and contentment; I 
moved him that tiiry might he a preaent to be sent to her majraty front him, and that 
I might cause the aanie to be conveyed to her iwajesly, adding hereunto such wurda 
and arctiMents as luiglit iiotli stir op a hi.fie of liberaiily, aiwi also heal rtfeet the 

f iiirpou.'. At > first he was lulii to agree Ibal they were in his |wasnaion ; but 1 
el him plai.iiv know that 1 was certainly iiifurnird that they w«r delirerrd to him 
by Saaioleis Jardin i tvlierettpon he pieaaeil in know who ditl so inform ma, inqmr- 
ing sshetlicr the ’ons of the earl of .Morton had tiotie it, or no. 1 did not otherwise 
in |dain terms deny or answer thereunto, but that be might think that be had luM 
roe as tin prior is ready to arouch, and well plrared lliat t shall give him to be Use 
author thereof, after '.le had said [though] all tbe»c lettent were in Wa keeping 
(whiclt he would neither grant nor deny), yet ise might not delivet Ibein to any 
persoti without tite consents and |itivitie.s, as well o? the king, that had interest 
llicrain, as also of me rest of tbe noblemen enterpriaers of the acliuti against thekiag's 
mother, and that would have them kept aa an evidesKe to wartaat and make gm^ 
tliat action. And albeit I replied, that their nclioa in iliat part touching lire asvig- 
tiation of the crown to the king by bis motlier, l»d received such eslaMishmenl, 
confirroaiion, and streugib, by acts of parliantenta and other pubTH; aalbotiiy uhI 
intliuiBeals, aa neither should timl case be suffered to cooie in debate or qucMton, 
nor aucli scrolls and papers ought to be shewed for the ilrengdicniog thereof, so aa 
these might well be left aod be rcodered to the bands at her nujesty. to whoai they 
were destined bcioic Urey fell to his keeping; yin he srould rwl he remoeed or 
satisfied) emsdudiog, after much reasoning, IIM the east of Illoitra. nor any other 
Uut bad the charge and keeping thereof, durst as any lime asahe dcUseiy i aad bc> 
caaae it iru tiie Snt time that I bad msseed his Ihereia. and that he wouM gladiy 
both anstrei iur taairtly’s good ripcciatian in hiln, and aha perfoesa Ma daly due. 
to bis tcreeicign and asaociatea ia the aetieo atotesaM; iherefioia ha would aaek osri 
the said caaket and letless, at bit retam to his house, wbieli be Ibaagfal should be 
within a short tuae; and upon finding of the aamt, and better advice and oonsi- 
derathm had of the cause, be would give farther anrwer. TUt resolutico I lure 
reeeieed aa to the thing i aod for the present f cooid not better, kavtog Wat topvc 
hes laajerty aaeh tstslbiiony of Us good will umardt her, bj hit fraak dealing 
herein, aa theanay haee CMse to confirm her Ugbccaa's good epinlaa tanteeived ^ 
already of him, and be ^leby drawn to greatsw gotuiiieH lowasds tuns. I thail soil 
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after the murder of the king and prior to Mary’s mar- 
riagef witJi Bothwell. But m hardly any part of ipy 

y ' . .4 ■ ^ 

hbmr him both bj m^aclf and bIm b/ all oth^,moos: ball great!; diatniat the 
denied laccew berein. ' 

S4th of Noitmber, 158S, from Edinburgh. 

For the leco*^ of the letten in the co£fhr,...edioe to t^ hands of the earl of 
Gomie, I hare latel; mpred him eamestl; Ihereia, letting him know the purpose 
of the Scottish queen, both b; giving out that the letten an counterfeited b; our 
lebds, and also seeking thenon to have them delivered to her or defaced, and that 
the meins which she shall makein this behalf shall be so great and effectual, as these 
writion cannot be safely ke^ttlhat realm without dangerous offence of him that 
hath me custody thereof neipw ^all he that is once known to have diem be suf¬ 
fered to hold them in his harm'' Herewith I have at larK opened the perils likely 
to fall to that action, and the parties thenin, and particuarly to himself that is now 
openly knom to have the possession iff these writings, and I have lettin him see 
what surety it shril bring to.lhe said cause and all the parties therein, and to him¬ 
self, that these writings may be with secrecy and good order committed to the keep¬ 
ing of her majesty, that will have them ready whensoever any use shall be for them, 
and b^ her highness’s countenance defend them and the parties from such wrongful 
objections as wall be laid against them, offering at lengtn to him, that- if he be not 
fuller satisded therein, or doubt that the rest of the associates shall not like of the 
delivery of’ them'to her majesty in this good manner, and for the interest rehearsed, 
that 1 shall readily, upon meeting and conference with them, procure their assent 
in this part (a matter more easy to offer than to perform); and lastly, moving him 
that (for the secrecy and beneilt of the cause, and diat her majesty’s good opinion 
towards himself may be firmly settled and confirmed by his acceptable forwardness 
therein) he would, without needless scruple, frankly commit these writings to her 
majesty’s good custody for the good uses receivfd. After long debate be resolved, 
and said, that he would unfeignedly shew and do to her majesty all the pleasure that 
he might without offence to the king his sovereign, and prqodice to the associates in 
the action, and therefore be would first make search and view the said letters, and 
berein take advice what he might do, and how far he might satisfy and content her 
majesTO; promising thereon to ^ve more resolute answer; and he concluded flatly 
that alter he had found and seen llie writing, that he might not make delivery of 
them without the privily of the king. Albeit I stood along with him against his 
resolution in this point, to acquaint the king with this matter before the letten vyere 
in the hands of her majesty, letting him see that bis doings there sbduld admit 
great danger to the cause; yet 1 could not remove him from it. It may be that 
he raeanetb to pat over the matter from himself to the king, upon sight whereof I 
shall travel effectually to obtain tlie king’s consent, that the letters may be committed 
to her majesty’s keeping, thinking it more easy to prevail herein with the king, in Uie 
present love and aflection that he bearelh to her highness, than to win any thing the 
hands of the associates in the notion, whereof some principal of them now come and' 
remain at the devotion of tlie king's mother; in this I shall still call on Cowrie, to 
search out the coffer, according to his promise; and as 1 shall find him minded to 
do therein, so shall I do my besiand whole endeavour to effect tlie success to her 
majesty's best contentment. 

3d December, ISfiC, from Edinburgh. 

Because 1 saw good opportunity offered to renew the matter to the earl of Gowrie 
for recovery of the letten in the coffer in his hands, therefore 1 put him in mind 
thereof; .whereupon be told me that the duke of Lennox liul sought earnestly to 
have bad those letters, and'that the king did know where they were, so as they could 
not be delivetud to her majesty without the king's privily and consent, and he pre¬ 
tended to be still wiliing to pleamre lier majesty in the tame, ro far aa .jm may with 
hit doty to the king and to the rest of the associatearin Ibataction; bnilgrcatiy dis- 
Iriul to effect tbia to her majesly’a pleaiure, wherein, nevertbelcas, 1 shall do my 
utmost endeavoura. 

Whether iamOaVI., who put the earl of Gowrie to death, A.D. 1584, and seised 
pit his effects, took 'tare to deitroy bis nwtber'a letten, for whose honour be was at 
that time extremely tealons; whether tliey have perished by some unknown acci- 
dedl; or whether uey may not utill rem^ uaobsened among the archivet of some 
of our great famines, it ia luqmaaible to determine. 
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narrative is founded upon wfaat is contained in the 
sonnets, and as in this Dissertation 1 have been con* 
strained to dwell longer upon minute and verbal criti¬ 
cisms, than may be interesting or agreeable to many of 
iny readers, 1 shall rest satisfied with referring, for in¬ 
formation concerning every particular relative to the son¬ 
nets, to Remarks on (he Hislory of Scotland, Chap. XI. 

Having tlius stated Uie proof m botli sides; having 
c.\aniinecl at so great a length tlie dificrcut systems witJi 
regard to the facts in controversy; it may be expected 
that I should now pronounce sentence. In my opinion, 
there arc only two conclusions, which can be drawn 
from the facts which have been enumerated. 

One, that Bothwcil, prompted by hi.s ambition or 
love, encouraged by the queen’s known aversion to her 
husllhnd, and presuming on her attachment to him.solf, 
struck the blow without having concerted with her the 
manner or circumstances of perpetrating that crime. 
That Mary, instead of testifying much indignation at 
the deed, or discovering any resentment against Uoth- 
well, who was accused of having committed it, conti¬ 
nued to load him with marks of her regard, conducted 
his trial in .such a manner as rendered it impossible to 
<liscover hi.s guilt, and soon after, in oppu.sition trj all 
the maxims of decency or of prudence, voluntarily 
agreed to a marriage with him, which every considera¬ 
tion should have induced her to detest. By this ver¬ 
dict, Mary is not pronounced guilty of having contrived 
the murder of her husband, or even of having previously 
given her consent to his death ; butslic is not actpiittcd 
of having disicovered her approbation of tlie deed, by 
her behaviour towards him who was the author of it 

The other conclusion is that which Murray and his 
adherents laboured to establish, *' That James, some- 
tymme earl of Bothwilc, wa-s the chiefe cxt^nitor of the 
horribil) and nnworthy murder, perpetrate in tlte peraon 
of umquhile king Henry of gude memory, fader to our 
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soveraine lord, and the queenis lauchfiill husband; sa 
was she of the foreknowledge, connsall, devise, per* 
swadar, and commandt-of tte said murder to be done.” 
Good, u/207. 

Which of these conclusions is most agreeable to Ae 
evidence that has been produced, I leave my readers 
to determine. 



APPEI^DIX. 


No. I. (Vol. 1. p. 172.) 

// Mrnenal tif rcrfain /mints nml for Uf ttfhmiig t^t nabn »/ 
Srotlamt to lit aniicnt mate, 

'Jill AopiM ^ *'>■1' >"•>'t '• noted, ihot llie liert worldly felicity 
i.>A 9 , (^- that Scotland can have, ia either to continue in a pctpctual 
("j R*'in *'**' hinplom of lini'land, or to be made one 
fgl. ir. nionudiy with England, as they both make but one 
Fran I ialand, divided from the rest of the world, 
oiwj ’* If **’* '* »o“Sht, that is, to Ire in perpetual peace 

Cwii'i with England, tlicn must it necessarily be provided, that 
lisiul. Scotland be not so subject to the appointments of France 
as is presently, which, being an ancient enemy to England, seckclh 
always to make Scotland an instrument, to exercise, thereby, their 
malice upon England, and to make a footstool thereof to look over 
England as they may. 

Therefore, when Scotland shall eoinc into the bands of t nerc 
Scottish man in blood, then may there be hope of such accord; 
but as long ns it is at the commandment of the French, there is no 
hope to have accord long between these two realms. 

Therefore, seeing it is at the French king’s commandment by 
reason of his wife, it is to be considered for the wcale of Scotland, 
that until she have children, and during her absence out of the 
realm, the next heirs to the crown, Iteing the house of the Hainil- 
lous, should have, regard hereto, and to see that neither the crown 
be imposed nor wasted; and, on the other side, the nobility and 
commonalty ought to force that the laws and the old customs of 
the realm be not altered, neither that the country tie not impove¬ 
rished by taxes, emprest, or new imposts, after the manner of Franc*; 
for provision wherein, l»tb by the law of God and man, tb* French 
king and his wife may be moved to reform their mUgoverotnee of 
the land. • 

And for thia purpose it were good that the nobility and commons 
joined with the next heir to the crown, to seek due refonaatioB of 
such great abuses as tend to the ruin of tbeir country, which mnist 
be done before the French grow too strong and itueleot. 

Fiixt, that it may he provided by the coasent of the three estates 
of the land, that the land may be free from iddatry Htc as England 
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is; for jastification whereof, if any free geneihl council may be 
had where the pope of Biome have not the seat of judgment, the] 
may offer to shew their cause to be the most ^reeable to Christ’i 
religion.' 

Next, to provide that Scotland might be governed, in all rulet 
and offices, by the ancient blood of the realm, without either cap¬ 
tains, lieutenants, or soldiers, as all other princes govern their coun¬ 
tries, and especially that the forts might be in the hands of mere 
Scottish men. 

Thirdly, that they mi^t never be occasioned to enter into the 
wars against England, except England should give the first cause 
to Scotland. 

Fourthly, that no nobleman of Scotland should receive pension 
of France, except it were whilst he did serve in France, for other¬ 
wise thereby the French would shortly corrupt many to betray their 
own country. 

Fifthly, that no office, abbey, living, or commodity, be given to 
any but mere Scottish men, by the asseiit of the three estates of the 
realm. 

Sixthly, that there be a council in Scotland appointed in the 
queen’s absence, to govern the whole realm, and in those cases 
not to be directed by the French. 

Seventhly, that it be by the said three estates appointed how the 
queen’s revenue of the realm shall be expended, how much the 
queen shall have for her portion and estate during her absence, 
how much shall be limited to the governance and defence of the 
realm, how much yearly appointed to be kept in treasure. 

In these, and snch like points, if the French king and the queen 
be found unwilling, and will withstand these provisions for the 
weak of the land, then hath the three estates of the realm authority, 
forthwith to intimate to the said king and queen their humble re¬ 
quests ; and if the same be not effectually granted, then humbly 
they may commit the governance thereof to the next heir of the 
crown, binding the same also to' observe the laws and ancient rights 
of the realm. 

Finally, if the queen shall be unwilling to this, as it is likely she 
will, in respect of the greedy and tyrannous affection of France, 
then itds apparent that Almighty God is pleased to transfer from 
her'the rule of the kingdom for the weak of it, and this time must 
\>e naed. wVjK great dieumspecdon Vo avoid VlandecepVs and Vtompe- 
lies of the French. 

And then may the realm of Scotland consider, bemg once made 
free, what means may be devised by God’s goodness, to accord the 
two realms, to endure for time to come at the pleasure of Almighty 
God, in whose hands the hearts of all princes 



APPENNX. 

^l%n. (Vol. 179.) 

A tetttr ^Maitland ijjf iHkingittit't, tint directed :— 

, To mj lonnf Aiei^ James. Be this delivoted atXondon. 

soili J*.r-- i tr^iiilcikuNO By the last letter I received’ftom yoir, 
that discooHah^ with sour coootiymen upoii the ouitter'of 
Con. Ub. Scotland, and comoditeys may ensew trf that realm here- 
after, ze presently assist Mysrith zour forca, ze find 
origM in *^ombre of the contrary adr^^^ouling that mil salt not 
Ms own at length be found trusty frendi^ Mor mean to contynew iii 
lomli ^ constant ametye, albeit we promise, but only for avoydii^ 
the present danger make zow to serve our turue, and after being 
delivered, beonm enemies as of before. For profe qnhareOf, they 
alledge things that have past betwixt vs heretofore, and a few p're* 
sumptiones tending to the sam end, all grounded upon mistrust; 
quhilks, at the first sicht, have some shewe of apparence, gif men 
wey not the circumstances of the matter; but gif they will confer 
the tyme past with the present, consider the nature of this caus, 
and estate of our contrey, 1 doubt not but jugement sal be able to 
banish mistrust. And .first, 1 wad wish ze should examyne the 
causes off thg old inmitye betwixt Ihc realms of England and Scot¬ 
land, smd qahat moved our-ancestours to enter info ligue with the 
Frenche; quhilka by bur storeys and registres of antiquiteys appear 
to l>e these. The. princes of England, some tyme, alledging a?*ccr- 
tain liynde of soveraintye over tlus realm; some tyme upon hye 
courage, or incited by incursions off ourbordourares, and semhlnble 
occasions, monytimes enterprised the conquest of ws,and safa^ furtit 
preist it by force off armes, that we wer diy veu to great extramiteys, 
by loss of our princes, our noblemen, and a good part of.our coun* 
trt^^that experience timght wa that our owne strength was'searse 
sufliimqt to wUhstand the force of England.. The Frenche zour 
aubcient enemyes, obn^dering well hqwnatore had sa placed ws in 
a Hand with zow, ftiai na nation was able sa to annoy e Engl wd as we 
being enemyes, soncht to joine^ws to theiq in ligue, tending by t^t 
meane to detount^ zour armyes ’from the invasu^ of France, and 
occupy zow In die defence off zbur coubtiry at hame, o.ffijj^ for. 
tbat eifect to Im^owe some charges qp^ .ws, and for coqHissing; 
off theyt piiipM, chinsed a lytUe m dHi|^i^uMn (ha 

ftescha meniOTy Off iqjtfti* lately rSCeaviMf at soar 'pIsp^'wiM " 
dapaly prented on oat harms, that alf oar mptdj/kf w^'espied 
bow to he tewn^ad.and arme ompMo wifh tfcepoeag tdf a lMWe 
prince sgaiasiaginr enutpiises tiiMteaftei'. 

This wes thb bej^gMog off our toataitniq At 

quhilk time, dur cftiidctM mUcs mendon, iimt aoaw off the aysest 
T01.IS. X ‘ ■ 
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foresaw the penfijjiBypd small flpat^, should redound to -ws thereof at 
lenlh: ^hadaffec2ion8ablindfi4jugenient, that the advise of the 
maist paM owercame Ihe best. The dlaist part of all (Juerells betwixt 
ws siucemat tyme, at least qidren the provocation came on our syde, 
hes.ever fidien out by theyr prorarement rather than any one cans 
off ourselfes: and quhensaever we bradc the peace, it come partly 
theyr infysements, partly to eschew the conquest intended by 
thatnealm. •'Bat now hes God’s providence sa altered the case, zea 
changed it-'to the plat contrary, that now hes the Frenche taken 
zour placet and we, off very jogement, becum desyrous to have zow 
4p theyr rowme. Our eyes are opened, we espy how uncareful they 
have been of our weile at all tymes, how they made ws ever to serve 
theyr tume, drew us. in maist dangerous weys for theyr commodite, 
and nevertheless wad nqt styek, oft tymes, against the natour of 
the ligue, to contrak peace, leaving ws in weyr. We see that their 
support, off late seres, wes not grantit for any affection they bare 
to ws, for pytie they had off our estate, for recompense off the lyke 
friendship schawin to them in tyme off theyr afflietiones, but for 
ambition, and insaciable cupidite to reygne, and to msdr Scotland 
ane accessory to the crown of France. This was na friendly office, 
but mercenary, craving hyre farre exceeding the proportion of theyr 
deserving; a hale realm for the defence of a part. We see tbeym 
manifestly attempt the thing we suspected off zow; we feared ze ment 
the conquest off Scotland, and they are planely fallen to that work; 
we hated zow for doubt we had ze ment evill towards ws, and sail we 
love theym, qnhilks bearing the name off frends, go about to bring 
ws in maist vile servitude? Gif by zour frendly support at this 
tyme, ze sail declare that not onlygute ze not the ruyne off our 
country, but will preserve the litertie thereof frrm conquest by 
Btrangears, sail no^,the occasion off all inimitie with zow, and ligue 
with theym, be taken away ? The causes being removed, bow sail 
the effectes remane? The fear of conquest made ws to hate zow 
and lore theym, the cais changed, qq^n we see theym planely 
attempt conquest, and zow sdtaw ws ftendshi]^ sail we not hate 
them, and favour zow ? Gif we have schawne sa great Constance, 
coqtinumg sa moay seares in amity witili theym, off qUhome we had 
sa small commodite, quhat sail move xa Ho breake with zow, that 
off all nationes may do ws greatest ^esour? 

But ze will .say, this mhter may be rpccmeyled, and then frends 
as off before. -1 think Weill pCaoa-is the eaii hf aH weyr, but off 
this ze may be assured,! we will never aa fortniatthat recrwciliation, 
that we will be content to forge the ametye of Bngleiid, nor do any 
thing may bring ws.m auspicion with zowr Giff.we wdd’ at any 
tyme to ^eue them, bretdr with zow, •should we not, besydes the 
loaae efftttimation <md discrediting,of qarMilfo, perpetually ex-< 
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pone our co^^on i^oill to nuist luaiiifest danger, andj|>ecnm a 
pray to theyr tyrunay ? Qiifa^a aid could we m^lore, being desti* 
tute of zonr frendahip, gifi* they off aawwald attempt th4yt formti^ 
enterprise? Quhat aatioa my^t help ir$ pff th^ wald, or wald 
giff they might? and it is'^lyke eneuch, they will not Stielr hereafter 
to tak th'eyr time off ws, quhOn displeeonr and grudge h^s taken 
dope rule on baith sydes, seeing ambition has sa impyrit ower theyr 
reason, that before we had ever done any &ng myght offend they ra, 
but by the contrary pleased theym by right and wrang. th^ did not 
etick to attempte the subrersion of our hide state. 1 wald se should 
not esteeme ws aa barayne of jdgement, that we cannot foresc our 
awne perril; or sa foolischei that we will not study by all gode means 
to entertayne that thing may be onr safetye: quhilk consistes all Ih 
the relaying of zonr frendships. I pray sow consider in lyke cnsci 
when, in the days .of zour princes off maist noble memory, king 
Henry the VIII. and king Edward the VI. mcanes wer opened off 
amytye betwixt baith realms; was not at all tymcs the difference 
of religion the onley stay they wer not embraced ? Did not the 
craft of our clergy and power of theyr adherents subvert the dc> 
vises of the better sort'? But now has God off his mercy removed 
that block ftirth of the way; now is not theyr practise lyke to tak 
place any mare, when' we ar comme to a conformity off doctrine, 
and profes the same religion with zow, quhilk 1 take to be the 
straytest knot off amitye can be devised. Giff it may be alledged 
that some off onr countrymen, at ony tyroe violated theyr promis, 
giff ze liff to way the circumstances, ze sail fynd the promis is rather 
brought on by necessitc, after a great owerthraw off our men, then 
comme off fre will, and tending ever to onr great incommoditc and 
decay off our h#l state, at leist sa taken. But ih this case, sail the 
preservation off our iibertie be insepenibly joinpd with the keping 
off promesse, and the violation off oar fayth cast ws in maist miser* 
able servitude. Sa that giff neyther the firare off God, reverpnee off 
man, religion, othe, promise, norWarldly honestye wes sufficient to 
bynd ws, yet sail the zeale off our native oountrey, the maintenance 
off our owne state, the safety of onr wyffes and chiidrene from sla¬ 
very, compell wi th promisse.- I am assured, it is trewly and 
sincerely meat on our ]»rt to continew in perpetual ametye with 
zow, it^sall be uttered by our proce^i^ Giff ze be as d«iroaa 
of it as we ar, assurances may be devysed, qnharby all psrtyes will 
be out of double. There be igode meanes to ^ fit instiuments 
for the purpos, serves weili, the inbaiutants of baith realms 
wish it. Gpd hen wrought in the people’s bartes on bayCh^arties 
a certaine stilt agreement upon it, never ffid, any m- mony 
things qonentre at ones to knyt it up, the disposltibn off few, 
qnhais i^urts are in hands, may mak tip the hale, ijtopie be 





"“" ~i(^r,4pf^eth fi^;itaelf, that 
.qttr eaiu, ^ We^y 
in France, and 


m 

iqoha 

^pectaS 

' -maal^ jiai^rtya or 

»4w>n ,take.;fpo!J, 

iwpMt for l!our awne weill. 44^4t^~|H^pBT{WYe» m cmce, ana 
, ^®?SPS ®®o.ip GpTOany,(4uhgit^Jt am lateljr adTCftisedy ar 
art ^togydder ordeyned^ for ze. at'tha mark they shote at; they 

■ aeke our realme, but % ane.^tr^ to zours. CKff they ahould di¬ 
rectly schawhoatilite totow,they knair TOwwaldmakredyfortheyme, 
^erefor they do, by indirect meanes, to blind zow, the thing they 
dare not aa ,^t plaaely attempte. Thfey seme to invade us to th’ 
end, that having assembled theyr hale forces sa nere zoiir bordours, 
they may unlock it to attack zow : ft is ane off their aid fetches, 
m^ng a schew to one place^ to lyght on an^ other. Remember 
how covertly zour places about Boulougne were assaizeit, and car- 
ryed away,,ze being in paace as how. How the enterprise of Calais 
was fynely -dissembled, I think ze have not sa sone forgotten. 

^ Biware of the<third, prevent theyr'policy by prudence. Giff ze se 
hot the lyke disposition presently in theym, ze se nathing. ft is a 
^sse %horance to misknaw, what all nations planely speks off. 
Tak heed ze say not hereafter, “ Had I wist;" ane uncomdy sen¬ 
tence to prooede off a w^se man’s mouth. That is onwtires chanced 
on to zow, ^uhilk zow commonly wi8Bed, 'that this countiey might 
be diTorsed from the Frensche, and ft sa comme to pass as was 
must expedient for zow. For giffby yourintysementwe had taken 
the matto m hand.'ze myght have suspected we would have been 
ontrnsty fire^, and pa.langer continued stedfaste, then perril had 
appear^, ^t ,now, . qnh^Cn pff our self, we hqve conceyved the 
hatered, provoked by private injuries, and that-theyr evil dealing 
^th ws has ^serred pur inimitye, let no man doubte bpt they sail 
fynd ws ennemyes in emest, %t sa ungently hes demeyned our 
countiey,jwd at quhaft hands we lobk for nathing but all extre- 
iMtye,,,g!ff ever they may get the upper hand. Let not this occa- 
wn, sa ba^ly jrfFered, escape zow: giff ze 'dOi, neglecting the 
p^at oppprtunite, and hoping to have wpr, g^ Ittk, comme 
sle^g upon z^,It is ,to be feaied.zpV^nimye waxe so great. 

fta* awards,quhen ^ w^,»ftp not be able to 
put i and ^en, to;zour, the time ze will ac- 

W experience, qnhat hanne 

ftw^h off ovemightyand to enemyeii promesse. We 
l »9»r ^onniT. Iwes may be re- 

•»'i- l‘hirtJ^:^«5h< that thby ^ not’ 
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th'it :feey # bti cb1ib«|»ilh 

nor lesyand ^ ni&fied w^hen tb^Wa godeldk, bat wifi atiB 
follow oby'ltaTipif in'Imyfib'conoeKirbdtho of 
great a conqu^, iqal^'Bimk^e aal be^e end ? • btber any of n 
amall jogeibeli^^tliat b¥ dbtb not foresee alrea^flhi^thejthw 
force aali then be bdtft a^dat sort? ' 

It aal not tw unias,' now td'consider iR*'‘qtobai date ^‘ Frenac^a 
be presently, ‘^eyr estate it not alwaya^akcalateit'Kanm as dvery 
man thinketh. And trcwly jt wet not tHeyr great radihdt for.wayr 
made theym to tak this mater on hand, at'this tyme, bnt itthef a 
vayne trnst m their awne policy, thinklnj^ tO have found na retislt|| 
ance, theyr opinion hes deceaved them, and that makes them how 
amased. The estates off the empire (at I hearc) has anted resixtu* 
tion off th' imperial towns Mqtz, Toall, and Verdnn, quhilk mdy 
grow to some besynes; and all tiling ia not a calme within th^ 
awne countrcy, the les 6t they be presently for weyr, the mare opor- 
tune estcme ye the tyme for sow. Giff the lyke occasion wer of¬ 
fered to the Frensche against zow, wey, how gladly would they 
embrace it. Are ze not escbamed of yottr sleuth, to spare theym 
that hes already compassed your de'struction, giff they wer able? 
Consider with your self quhilk is to be choysed? To weyr against 
them outwith zour reallhe or within ? Giff quhill ze sleape, wo sal 
be overthrowne, then sail they not fayle to fyte zow In zour owno 
countrey, and use ws as a fote-stcde to overloke zow. But Some will 
say, perhaps, they meane it not. It is foly to think they’wald not 
giff they wer rfile, quhen before hand they stick not to giff zour 
armes, and nsurpe tlm style of zour crown. Then qnhat differenim 
there is to camp within zowr awne bounds or without, it is manifest.' 
Giff twa armyes should camp in your countrey, but a monetb; albeit 
ye receaved na other harme, zft should zowr Imsd be greatar, nor 
all the charge ze will nede to bestow on our »pport wiU draw to, 
besydes the dishonour. 

Let not men; that eyther lack gode advise, or ar not for perticu- 
lar respects weill affected to the caus, move zow to'subtract zour 
helping Hwd, by alleging things hot apparent, for that they W pos- 
ailile. It is not, 1 gr&nf, anpOssible that we may receave cbndi* 
tiones of peace; but I see little likeiyhode that our enneihy^ wBl 
offer ws sik az will remove ^ mistrust, and giff we widd hayWOh- 
cepted otherSf'the mater had bene lang or now comppund^J Let 
zow not be mosed for that they teime ws rebeBeat and oiu 

jos^qaerelt With the name of cmaspinu^ againSt bOr ^tSer^e. It 
is hir hyenez r^twe manetayue. It k tifo Bbbilty of llfrehline 
we sbiay to'prascrae with the haaard of Pnr lyres. "Wear^not 
(God knaiwetb^eonnhe to' this ppynt for wiiittohes, u mealinpa- 
bieni of rewB', or #^n^ to schidce of the''ee^ bf gpvermaettr;' but 
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'ar dnwQtf tO'itbyneeeiHt^, to the tyranny of ttrangeanes, 
saaking to defrai^ Ws off lawfiil government. Qiff we ahonld 
suffer stnngeares to plant themselffes peaceably In all the strenthea 
of our realme, fortify the sey>portes^ 'add maist ijnportant places, 
ft ane entre to a p^n conquest, now in the minorite of our so- 
verane, beyng furth of the realine, should we not be thpught on* 
careful of the common weill, betrayers of our native countrey, and 
mil subjects to her majeste ? Quhat other opinion could sche 
have off ws ? Might she hoi justly hereafter call ws to accompt, 
as negligent ministeres ? -Giff strangeares should be thus suffered 
to broke, the chefe offices, beare the hiul rerdl, alter and pervert 
our lawes tmd.libeity at theyr plesour; myght not the people esteem 
our noblemen unworthy the place of counsalours ? We mean na 
wyse to subtrak our ob^ience from, our soverane, to defraud hir 
hyenes of her dew reverence, rents and revenues off hir crown. We 
seke nathing but that Scotland may remane, as of before, a fre 
realme, rewlit by hir hyenes and hir ministeres home men of the 
sam; and that the succession of the crown may remane with the 
lawfhl blode. 

I wald not ze sould not sa lyttill esteme the friendship of Scot¬ 
land, that ze, judged it not worthy to be embraced. It sail be na 
small commodite for zow to be delivered off the anoyance of so neir 
a nyghtbour, qubais inimitye may more trouble zow, then off any 
other nation albeit twyss as puissant, not lyeng dry marche with 
zow. Besydes that ze sail not nede to fearc the invasion of any 
prince lackyng the commodite to invade zow by land, on our hand. 
Consider quhat superfluous charges ze bestowe on the fortification 
and keping of Barwick : quhilk ze may reduce to a mean sowme, 
having ws tofrendes. The realme of Ireland being of natour a 
gode and ferdll countrey, by reason of the continewalld unquietnes 
and lak policy, ze knaw tS be rather a burthen unto zow than 
great advantage; and giff it were peaceable may be very commo¬ 
dious. > For pacification quhayroff, it is not unknowuc to zow quhat 
service we a^ ^ill to do. Refuse not theyr commoditeys, besides 
mony ma quhen they are offred. Quhilks albeit I study not to 
amplify and dilate, yet is na other countrey able to offer zow the 
lyke, and are the rather to be embraced, for that zour auncestors, 
' by aB means, maist earnestly sated our amity, and yet it was not 
theyr hap to' come by it. The mater hs ateaist carryed me be¬ 
yond the bounds off a lettre, quharfor 1 will leave to trouble zow 
after I hava^geven you this note. 1 wald wiss that ze, and they 
that ar learaed, sonld rede the twa former oratioas of Demosthenes, 
'ealled^UynthiaCee, and cousidere quhat counsall that wyse oratour 
gaV^ to He Athenians, bis countrymen, id. a lyke case; quhilk lies 
SO'gteat aSnite with this cause of ours,>that every word thereoff 
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mygUt applyed tq our purpos. Tiere may ae learoe of bim 
quhat advise ii to be followed^ when your ny^bour’s houa is on 
fyre. Thus I bid itovr bartoly faieweill. Prom SanMindtewR, 
the 20th of January, 1569. 


No. III. (Vol. I. p. 186.) 

Part of a kUer from Tho. Randolph to Sir WUUam Cecil, from the 
camp before Leith, 29rA of April, 1660i^ 

^narli } ***•• ^“te, discharge myself rf my pro- 

«hc i^pcr ro'*® to the earl of Huntly, who so desyreth to be recodl- 
Office. mended to you, as one, who, with all his heart, favoureth 
this cause, to the uttermost of his power. Half the words that 
come of bis mouth were able to persuade an unexperienced man to 
speak farther in his behalf, than I dare be bold to write. I leave 
it to your honour to judge of him, as of a man not unknown to 
you, and will myself always measure my thoughte, os he shall de¬ 
serve to be spoken of. With much difficulty, and great persua¬ 
sion, he hath subscribed with the rest of the lords to join with 
them^ in this action ; whatsomever be can invent to the furtherance 
of this cause, he hath promised to' do with solemn protestation and 
many words; he trusteth to adjoin many to this cause ; and saith 
surely that no man shall lie where he taketh part. Ho hath this 
day subscribed a bond between England and this nation; he saith, 
that there was never thing that liked him better. 

No. IV. (Vol. I. p. 197.) 

Randolph to Cecil, 10/h August, 1560. From Edinburgh. 

the 29th of July, at what time 1 wrote last to your 
Paper Of. Jionour, 1 have heard of nothing worth die reporting. At 
fico. this present it may please you to know, that the most part 
of the nobles are here arrived, as your hononr shall receive their 
names in writing. The earl of Hundy excused) himself by an in¬ 
firmity in his leg. His lieutenant for thn time is the lord of Lid- 
ington, chosen speaker of the parliament, or harangue-maker, as 
these men term it. The first day of their sitting in parliament will 
be on Thursday next. Hitherto as many as have bMn present of 
the lords have communed and devised of certain heads t^n to be 
propounded, as, who shall be sent into Ftance, who into England. 
It is much easier to find them than the other. It seemeth almost 
to be resolved upon that for En^and the master of lif|Mell, and 
laird of Lidington. For Franee, Pittarow and the jmwe-derk. 
Also they have eobsulted whom they think, meetesi to name for the 
XXIV. of the which the Xll. counsellors must be chosen. They 
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, ittirfntiaeV 

. .^--T «tid-iboftOTiiDmic ^ 

*“®,«n4 Vm^ esourni an^dj*'j^meni-TaSiey bto'W4iM<i^; 

hy wtboBty of 

•tl^,.aiid tbett kiPff Wqi^ Wafe4^>Tb42thm^^ b«ve 
^y beea ^ m cqnanoja«^»» CQBfiimatioD of the ««- 

tract With; Eugtend l.ihaw bo dquhtj fb|! that. I hear many men 
very wdl Iilce the tho^^l of ^thol, the evl of Sutherland; 

the h. Glamia, who dined yesterday with the L, James, The lord ■ 
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then pijMently would have done it, if the contract could have been 
1 rtf * ^ “ore assurance against all incpnvenienta, I would, 
besides tha^ that I trust it shall be ratified in parUameijt, that every 
nobleman in Scotiand had put his hind and . set his seal, which 
may always remain as a notable monument, tho’ the act of parlia¬ 
ment 1» here^ter disannulled, ,If it might, therefore, stand with 
your advice, tliat the lords might be written unto, now that they 
me here present, to that effect, or that I might receive from your 
hon. some earnest charge to travel herein. I doufit Sot but it would 
serve to purpose..,f If it might be .also known with what sub- 

stantisl and effimtip^ ^rds or charge yon desire to have it con- 

would he made. The earl mar- 
shaU hMoten^ lbemmpyqd jfij uubscribe. he pseth mo delays than 
1) ju His^aon toid.me yesterday, that he would 

Drumlanrick j I know not to 

t MaS&f*'■ earnester with the 

L. M^hid|. fcAi, (mthprity’8 apke.when of late it was in consulta- 
what means,;jt might ha wrought, tWtt the amity between 
thesetwo realms might be perpetual; and, among divewomen'a 
^ one ^ that he knew df no other, but hy makbg them 
teth on^ and, that jn hope of that mo thing, wL do^ tb^ 
>ouM (itherwise, eyrf been granted; dm eml of ArgyU ad- 

vwd him earnestly to stick unto that thathe had promisedf thatit 
^nld ,m« hi* power and gll the crafty.h^^^ coinX 
am bold to Me unto ypur h. hjs own word#),,to break so «>dlir'» 

wlTwhS-»«-someverh 
thatairlit 1 “Pimbt. JWd qutmfiflort; thev 
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cAaiielMd^' It mi uumred ixpto gtiltif J md Ji^en b |^iM 4 P<dt. 
IrvaaTefemd nattf ^ (l>«ir'>re diobii^ 

to native ibereapbBi^^^^'i^^J/in 'JbOa^-^Ji^pmignfi eoneermtig' 
ike fart^eati^ tf Dmelber, ctf. the' 

9th, 1 undeenood, Aitthe lords intei^w Eii’it'fhe piidieiaentf 
whidt csmed nie somewhst to stay my letter«-io iee trhat I could 
hear or khra worlli ibe reporting unto yoiir hba*; The lords, at 
ten of’the clock, assembled diemselves at the palade, where the 
duke lietb: from whence they departed towards the Tolbooih, as 
they were in dignity. Each one being set in his seat, in shch order 
as your h: shall receive them in this scroll. The crowd, the mace, 
the sword, were laid in the queen’s seat. Silence being cott^ 
mand^, the L. of Lidington began his oration. He excused hii 
iqsofficiency to occupy that place. He made a brief discourse of 
things past, and of what necessity men were forced unto for the 
defence of their country, what remedy and support it pledsed God 
to send them' in the time of their necessity, how much they were 
bound heartily to acknowledge it, and to require it. He took 
away the persuasion that was in many men's mind that lay back, 
that misdeemed other things to be meant than was attempted. Ho 
advised all estates to lay all particulars apart, and to bend them* 
selves wholly to the true service of Ood and of their country. He 
willed them to remember in what state it had been of long time 
for lack of government, and exercise of justice.. In the end, be 
exhorted them to mutual amity and hearty friendship, and to live 

with one anotiier as members all of one b^y.-^He prayed Ood 

long to maintain this peace and amity with all princes, especially 
betwixt the realiilk of England and Scotland, injhe fear of God, 
and so ended; Ihe clerk of register immediately stood up, and 
asked them to trhaf matter they would proceed: it was thon|^t 
necessary, that the dtticles of die ^ace should be confirmed with 
the common consent, for that it was thought necessary to sbid them 
away with speed into France, and to receive the ratiflcatiOD' of them 
as soon as might be. The articles being read, were immediate^J 
agreed unto: a day was appo'mted to have certain of the nobles 
subscribe unto them; and to put to their seals, to be fent away by 
a herald, who shall kko bring the ratification again with him. The 
barons, of whom I have above trritten, required^ answA to their 
request: somewhat was siddunto the contrary.' The tikronseii 
le^ for them eastom aud authority. It was in the end rasolved, 
tiiat there should be diosen Six to johl' with &e Itnds of the arti¬ 
cles, and thee’ H they, aftm gOod'advisement, sh^tb^d it right 
and necessary for ih'e commonWealtli, It tiiMd at this 

ptkliBSMnr'fitf ti perpetual law;! ‘The loi^ {WndtSt^jinihediately 
liercttpcm,tifthedieii]ig(d'the lords of ttiuHidesI llie order is, 
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that the lofds spiritual cfause the temporal, and the temporal the 
spiritual, arid the bUrgegies their owa. There were chosen as in 
thiri othe^ paper f have written. This being done, the lords de¬ 
parted and accompanied the duke, all as far as the bow (which is' 
the gate going out of the high street), and many down into the 
palace where he Ueth. The town aU in armour, the trumpets 
Kunding, and other music such as they have. Thus much 1 re¬ 
port unto your honour of that I did both hear and see. Other so¬ 
lemnities hare not been used, saving ht times long past the lords 
have had parliament robes, which are now widi them whoUy out 
of use. 


The names, of 

as many etuis and lords spiritual and temporal as 

are assembled at this parliament. 



The duke of Chatelberault. 

Earls. 

Lords. 

Lords spiritual. 

Arran. 

Erskine. > 

St. Andrews. 

Argyll. 

Ruthven. 

Dunkeld. 

Athole. 

Lindsay. ' 

Athens. 

Crawford. 

'Somerville.. 

The bishop of the Isles. 

Cassils. 

Cathcart. 

Abbots and priors, 

Marshall. 

Hume. 

.know not how many. 

Morton. 

Livinstou. 


Glencairn. 

Innermerth. 

' 

Sutherland> 

: 


Caithness. 



Rothes. 



Monteith. ‘ 

Glmnis. 



Gray. 

Ochiltre. 

Gordon. 



The lords of the 

articles. 

Spiritoai. 

Temporal. 

Barons elected to be of 

1 


the articles.' 

Athens/ 

The duke. 

MaxweU. 

Isles. 

Argyll. 

TiUibardine. 

Lord dames. 

MarsfaalL 

Cunninghamhrad. 

Arbroath. 

Athole. 

Lochenvar. 

NewbotUe. 

Morton. 

Pittarow. 

Lindoris. " 

Glencairn. 

Lundy. 

Cowpaf. 

Rnthven. 

Ten provosts of the chief 

'Kinross. 

Ersidne. 

towns, which also are 

Eilwinnjng. 

Boydk 

of the articles. 


Lindsay. 



So that; w&h the subprior of St. Andrews, the whole is 36, 
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It were too long for me to reheane particularly the ditpotittoB, 
and chiefly the afiectiona of these men, are at this ^e chosen 

lord of the artides. May U satisfy your hoa'. for this time to know 
that, by the common opinion of men, there was not a substantialler 
or more sufScient number of all sorts of men chosen in Scotland 
these many years, nor of whom men had greater hope of good to 
ensue. This present morning, viz. the 10th, the L. of Lidington 
made me privy onto your letter: he intendeth, as much as may be, 
to follow your advice. Some hard points there are. He himself 
is determined not to go into France. He allegeth many reasons, 
but speeketh least of that, that moveth him most, which is the ex¬ 
ample of the last, that went on a more grateful message than he 
shall carry, and stood on other terms with their prince than he 
doth, and yet your honour knoweth what the whole world judgcth. 

Petition of tie Letter Barons to tie Parliament, held Aug, 1560. 

Inclosed Mv lords, unto your lordships, humbly means, and 
dol^^' shows, we the barons and freeholders of this realm, your 
letter to brethren in Christ, That whereas the causes of true reli- 
^cil, i5tb and common well of this realm, are, in this present 
isl). ’ parliament, to be treated, ordered, and established, to the 
glory of God, and maintenance of the commonwealth; and wc 
being the greatest number in proportion, where the said causes 
concern, and has been, and yet are ready to bear the greatest part 
of the charge thereuntil, as well in peace as in war, both with our 
bodies and with our goods; and seeing there is'no place where we 
may do better service now than in g^eral councils and parliament, 
in giving our best advice and reason, vote and counccii for the 
furtherance thereof^ for the maintenance of virtue and punishment 
of vice, as use and custom had been of old by ancient acts of par¬ 
liament observed in this realm; and whereby we understand that 
wc ought to be heard to reason and vote in all causes concerning 
the commonwealth, as welt in councils as in parliament; otherwise 
we think that whatsomever ordinances and statutes be made con« 
cerning us and our estate, we not being requited and suffered to 
reason and vote at the making thereof, that the same should hot 
oblige us to stand thereto. Therefore it will please your lordships 
to ^e consideration thereof, and of the charge bom, and to be 
born by us, since we are willing to serve traly to the common well 
of this realm, after our estate, that ye will, in this present parlia¬ 
ment, and aU counsells, where the common well of the realm is to 
be treated, tdee our advice, cpunsell and vote, so that Without the 
same, your lordships would su&r nothing to be passed and con¬ 
cluded in parliament or conndls aforesaid; and that all acts of par- 





preyeitt^pafBam^isjiSittrt, approved, 
of'pirifaniebt inide^eb'illion. i^nd tout 
loMAipirhiiikAry b^ 

^0/the taaiii o/iiu peti^f ’t^foUoniii^'acco^itgmen'ty 
leffe WCeeirj 19 ilisg*/IfSSO.’-^tK^ 'matterr'cm^^ 
and^ast by^nJmdnwiiieit tip S#«iy&yJS8t;m sucH soiemn atirt 
ay die firtt day fh« ihey'aflfeti*li^^^ Fii^‘^at the 

^ona according- to an old aof tiryartianietit, made in the time tif 

Jhmys I., in the year of God 1427, ehall WVd Tree voicti in ^riia- 
ment, this act passed without any contradfctidn. 


No. V. (Vol. L p. 206.) 

JU^t, to the Right 
Worshipful Sir pliant' Civil, Kid. princijfoS Seefetarp to the 
QuemsMaJestp, 


® A"8' received jour honour's lettera of the first of 

1661 . Colt Ais month, written at Qsyes m Essex; and also a letter 
h. 3 *.. " lord James, from his kinsman St. Comfe out of 

1 j . ™ *^®y agree both that the queen of Scot¬ 

land IS nothing changed of her purpose in home coming. I assure 
, your honour that will be a stout adventure for a sick crazed woman, 
that may be doubted as well what may happen unto her upon the 
seas, as also how heartily she may be received when she cometh to 
land of a great number, who are utterly persuaded that she in- 
tendeth their utter ruin, come when she will; the preparance is 
very small whensoever that she arrive, scareely any man can be 
persuaded Aat she hath any such thought in her head. I have 
shewn your honour's letter unto the lord James, lord Morton; lord 
Lidington; they wish, as your honour doth, that she might be 
Btayed.yet for aspace, and if it wtire not for their obedience sake, 
some nf ' them care not tho' diey never saw her face. They 
travel whpt they can to prevent the wicked devices of those mis- 
chievous purposes of her ministers, but I fear that that wUl always 
be found that hqjus seculi, they do what they can to stand with 
the religion, and to maintain ami^r with their neighbours; tWy have 
also need to ^k unto themselves, for their hazard isgteat, and 
that.they see there k lio remedy nbr safisty for themselves, but to 
repose thetoselvM upoi^the ^“Wn'a majen^, our Sovereign’s favour 
Friends abroad they none, hor maiy fhjwhom' , 
,^?y. .tWst atthomo. There' aro in mind Portly to trvhvhat 
«?«y ,>wy !m MSHred at of the mijjesty, and What t&^ rnhy 
of t^tihtend to offer: for thpr Jities. This the 
^e« of^fland rfwye all othWr i^hSgs dtiAteth j ^is she weketh 
py qu means to prevent; andf faaA caused St. Come, ip her name. 
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eaniestlf io wrM to ofaiis^ thf4 naJMicM||i|g* bo attempted 
before her comity hoaiei |bi(.j)>et it.ia^said, they Urn already 
arrived here oitf of ^sgla^d for the.|Miqpo«^ vh*t atiaibl^aoe efn* 
ever the nhUemen do m alte, that they acl giieyed with their ^oeen’a 
reftual, that cometh.^ from tlwir heaitf• < Th^y inteod to expos- 
tidhte with me heretqpoo. I have my jumirer loody enough fb 
them. If she thrust EoglishmeD all out of tiliU oooutry, .1 doubt 
sot but there will be some of her own that will bear us. some 
Idnduess. Of me she shall be quit, so soon as it pleaaetb the 
quel’s majesty, my mistress, no longer to use my service in 
this place. By such talk, as I have of late had with, the lord 
Jam.es and lord of Lidington, I perceive that they are of mind 
that immediately of the next convention, I shall repair towards 
you with their determinations, and resolutions, in all purposes, 
wherein your honour’s advice is earnestly required, and shortly 
looked for. n^Whatsomever I desire myself, I know my will 
ought to be subject unto the queen my sovereign’s pleasure, but 
to content myself, would God I were so happy as to serve her ma¬ 
jesty in as meap a state as ever poor gentleman did, to be quit of 
this place; not that I do in my heart wax weary of her majesty’s 
service, but because my time and years require some place of more 
repose and qiuetness than I find in this country. I doubt also my 
insufficience when, other troubles in this country. arise, or ought 
shall be required of me to the advancement ofjhfu majesty’s ser ¬ 
vice, that either my will is not able to compass, Or. my credit suffi¬ 
cient to work to that effect, as perchancft.^all be looked for at my 
hands. As your honour hath been a m^nsjif my contiuuance in 
this room, so 1 trust that I shall find that continual favour at your 
' hands, thatsosoon as it shall stand with the quel's maj^y’s pleU- 
sure, I may give this place unto some far worthier, than.. I am my¬ 
self, and in Ae mean season have my course directed by your good 
advice how 1 may by my contrivance do some such service as may 
be agreeable to her majesty’s will and pleasure. 

These few words, I ana bold to write unto your honour of myself. 
'For the rest, where that iji wished that Ae Iprds will stoutly conti¬ 
nue, yet for one month, I assure your honour that Acre is yet no- 
Aing omitted of Aeir bid and nccu^tbmed manner of doing, and 
seeing that they have brought that lintp this point, sod shoidd now 
. prevfdl, they Were unworthy of Aeir iv*, , ; 

I find not that Aey are purposed so to Idive tfaefW^r,; 1 doubt 
mtnre ber money than I do her fair words; and. yet^pm ,t not con¬ 
ceive what great things can be wrought with fortj'Aoiisand crowns, 
and tr^aj^o^er own here ! know them is jao suMpr ready means 
to get it *1^ lord of Lidin^^ Iqaveth no^ng at.this time un¬ 
written, that ik Ain)teth maybe able to qatisfjre yort? desire, in 
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**"*«« •“»• Whatsomever 
of th|t^ it 1^4 ihat riie'«ob^ not; but if 

she do qime, to let.ter kBov,#d>etr4what,^ shaB find, which 
w |he Oib^woe, and waiiafi tenria^ if she ambrobe lyrist, and 
tp, IiW in iwate with her neighboim. Bysnch letters as you 
ba^ lut received, your honour somewhat understandeth Of Mr. 

- “ determined, be himself 

to filnde the uttermost, and other never to leave him until God have 
taken bis life, and thus together with what comfort somever it will 
please yw to give him by your letters, that the queen’s majesty 
doth not ut^y condemn him, or at the least in that ifoint, that he 
w so sore charged wi& by his eNvn queen; that her majesty will not 
allow her domg. 1 doubt not but it will be a great comfort unto 
him, and will consent many others: his daUyprayer is for the main- 
tenance of unity with England, and that God will-never suffer men 
to be so ungrate, as by any persuasion to run fap^ng unto the 
destruction of :th«n that have kved their lives, a^estored their 
wuntry to liberty. I leave farther, at this time, to trouble your 
honour, ^ginng God to send such an amity between these two 
realms that God may be glorified to them ef this worlds—At Eden- 
bourgh, the »th of August, 1561.' 


No. VI. (Vol. I. p. 214 .) 

^ I^ter of Queen EUzabeth to Queen Mart/* 

'ft the right ^Ilent,fright high, and mighty Prmeesse, our right 
dear and well-^beloved sister and cousin the Queen of Scotland. 

I6ih otk; . e«ellent, right high, and mighty princesse, our 

”ght dear and right well-beloved sister and cousin, we 
fice.ham 7®“ *ell. The lprd of St Cosme brought to us 

a copy, joitt letters, dated the 6th of this present at Abbeville, 
to von bv y® “goify. that although by the answer brought 

f*®*““"®°y®»-y®»^gbtiave had occasion to hSe 
““‘‘y’ »»®f ®®rt«n Purposes 

“I? ®®'' y<« asture us of 

y^^ live with us in amity, and for your purpose 

thermnyei^uire us togivecredit to the saM St. Cosme. WeSve 

foUoii^: The same St. Cosme 
®“ yowf^, for your excuse in \ 

nolrafi^^^ tr^tjf, as yourself made to our ambassador, and we 
Iiavj .^efiy auawertid to wery d|e sa“>e points, as hf^ shew you: 

’ *»<1 »«»P««iaI collector, 

wte^) •««>*"*. fmm •hst^ caHt Wj.tattei*(l MS. 154. 
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and if he shall not so do^ yet lest in the mealH^asQn you mig^t 
be induced %c) think that' your reasons had satisfied us, somein^jr 
ere assnre you, that^totiUT tequests your answer cannot ba reputed 
for a sidiilliiction. For we require no benefit of you, but that you 
will perform ymir promise whereunto you are hound by your seal 
and your hand, for^the refusal ndiereof we see no reason alledged 
can serve. Neither covet we any thing, but that which is in your 
own power as queen of Scotland, that which yourself in words and 
speech doth confess, that which your late husband’s our good 
brotibr’s ambassadors and you concluded, that which your own 
nobility and people were made privy unto, that which indeed made 
peace and quietness betwist us, yea, that without which no perfect 
amity can continue bettrixt us, as if it be indifferently weighed, we 
doubt not but that ye will perceive, allow, and accomplish. Never¬ 
theless, pen^smng, by the report of the bringer, that you mean 
furthwith u|j||||Mr coming home, to follow herein the advice of 
your coundUBrotland, we are content to suspend our concclpt 
of all unkindnins, and do assure you that we be fully resolved, upon 
this being performed, to unite a sure band of amity, and to live in 
neighbourhood with you as quietly, friendly, yea, as assuredly in 
the knot of friendship, as we be in the knot of nature and blood. 
And herein we be so earnestly determined, that the world should 
see if the contrary should follow (which God forbid I) tlie very occa- ‘ 
sion to be in you and not in us; as the story witnesseth the like of 
the king your father, our. uncle, with whom our father sought to 
have knitt a perpetual bond by inviting to como in this realm to 
York: of which matter we know there remain with ns, and we think 
with you, sundry witnesses of our father’s earnest good meaning, 
and of die error whereunto divers evil councillors induced your 
father: or finally where itseemeth that report hath been made unto 
you, that we had sent our admiral to the seas with our navy to cm- 
peache your passage, both your servants do well understand how 
false that is, knowing for a truth that we have not any more than 
two or three small barks upon the seas, to apprelfend certain pirates, 
being thereto entreated, ami almost compelled, by the earnest com¬ 
plaint of the ambassador of our good brother the king of Spain, 
made of certatne Scottiahmen haunting our seas as pirates, under 
pretence of letters of marque,, of whi^h matter also we earnestly 
require you, at your coming to your realme, to have Some good 
consideration, and the rather for respect that ought to be betwixt 
your realme and the countries of us, of Frmice, of Spain, and of the 
house of Btttgandy. And so, right excellent, right high, and mighty 
princess, we recommend us to you with most earnest request, not to 
neglect these our friendly and sisterly offers Of liriendsfaip, which, 
before God, we me^ and intend to accomplish. Given under i>ur 





Queen''* M^'esty, 

. Of th^ <A!i^J%«eilr Le Croch, IM 

per Office;^™’**? Iltde tb^^^on .thw w&did .^thine 

OTiSnS.* banajjtog, laBking, and* 

*L^ ^die ring, %1'^bliBUght gith h tn. 

.^*S»'IS"™' “■* f»*e 

apace, of three we gave ours4p^wi[Jhmg^se hul tp read- 
^ of t^i, : many so tah^ort^d. that 

**vy compared to anvthat ever Luda iMKita de veris 

mFrattaOlt^. -^ong all JiU tiding*, for the niUH^d, I send 
Uiiaa^ K<^r as an undoubted truth, wWbh is, tl^the 
c^in^ of Lorraii#, at his being with the emperor, moved^iar- 

*« of Austruche, and this 
qu&n , wh^^ he & so far travailed, that it hath already come 
unto this she find it good, the said duke will out of 

hand srad ^er hih ambassador, and farther proceed to the con- 
MO^i^ott hmof, with as. convenient speed as may be; and to the 

better known, Le Croch is sent unto 
terwiOithK^ssage^from the cardinal, who hath promised unto 
toe eropoiw,^to have word again before the end of Mays and for 
ready for his departure, and his letteto writ- 
day and night. This queen being before advertised of his 
towidness, by many means hath sought far off, to know my lord 
A t herein, but would nevCr so plainly deal with him, 

meaning is, or how she is bent. She’ 
wA|aji\an s council but only this mln’s^at last arrived, and 
of Lidiqgton’s return, she will do wLt she can 
because resolutiofa in his absence cannot 
■ ^WSP for this time, return ie Croch wi« request, to 

^ 5 ^ tfter, with theymost speed she can 

tome Inteffigenw Aat he*ad.before his de- 
‘»‘*'r|«(cc,. divers letters have passed 
t^feof .as'tohdb a^imported not 
®f» !»^ffi^unicated to 4R, as much as 
uttfo'th^lves. Whether also the 
bflJdtugtoft hath had coa<ireiiee.wiai4be |lpaiiiah ambassador 
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in Eng^ai^cf^ia or any like/1 leave%nnto your honour’s 
gbodmeanij.to gettru knowledgil^ereof. Ouesscs or surmisi^ 
in sd .^re mattle(gr^'W($hld be loth to* write for verities. This 
also* ypn^llonbor mif ttlte fbr irutliti that rae emperor ^th offered 
with his son, for this queen's dower, the cquidy ^rdlt, which is 
said to be worth 30,000 franks by Of tlin'matter also the 

rhingrare wrote a letter linto this queen, out of France not long 
since. ** This is' tdl tiiat presently I can write unlb your honoqr 
hereof; as I ca^ come by farther knowledge, your honour shall be 
informed. ■ ' '5.: 

I have received your, honour’s writings by the Scottfeh man' that^ 
last came into these parts; he broeght also letters unto this queen 
from the Li! of Lidingtori; thdr date was old, and contained only 
the news of Phtnce. I perceive divers ways, that Newhaven is 
sorre closed, bM 1 am not. so ignorant of their nature, but that 1 
know they wi|May as much as they dare do, I will not say as the 
proverb doth ^eanis timidtu fortius UUrat.' From hence I do as- 
sur^&em, what means somever they make, or how pitiful somevcr 
their^ mone be, they are like to receive but small comfort for all 
their long allie. We stand daily in doubt what friendship wc shall 
need ourself, except we put better order into our misruled Papists 
than yet we do, or know how to bring to pass ^at we may be void 
of their comber. 

To-morrow, the 15th of this instant, the queen departeth of this 
town, towards Edenhorough. If my hap be good, you shall tho¬ 
roughly bear some merry tidings of the Bp. of St. Andrews; upon 
Wednesday next he shall be aireigned, and five other priests, for 
their massing at Easter last. Thus most humbly 1 take my leave; 
at St. Andrews the 15th of May, 1563. 

No. VIII. (Vol. I. p. 249.) 

Letter of lUmdolph to the Right HonpuKoble Sir tTilliam Cecil, 
Kmght, Principal Secretary id the Queen's Majesty. 

loth er May .it please your, honour, the 7th of thil ,iwta|iti 
Biowlet, th^ queen’s seeretary, arrived here; be vJphlieA 
very honesUy of his good nsa^, he bnmghlf iHth hhn 
frm the many letters unto the.queen that! came^ut of Fn^,'fuH 
of lamentatioB and sorrow. "Sbe recewed from^^q^n- 
hami. mother two letters, the one cc^ineff p^ly t^lmearsal 
of her griefe, Uis other signify the stete of Frspeelui titra itwres, as 
in what sort were accorded, hntf . what fiirtb^ faaiintended 

for the appeasing of the discords there, notmistreining but that if 
reason could not be had at the queen of Bi^land's hands, but that 

VOL. II. V , 
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the rjediD'c^ Eralite^lpSnld find ^er ready-«hd.j«r|U{Dg;^ stipftort 
and* dtfenii' rf^t tWeof^asHby frieD4dHp and allianet 

be^M^pidie'tWofealnui; she is pounds ” 

words do ^ee with her d^^ yoWhiiho]^ can 
will consider,^ this spA unto this queen 

(wtich I BSBure-yoqi: hopoiil^ triui^ you may assuredly know 
that nothing^shall be left undoh^f her part, that may move debate 
or controvorsie between this qujen at^Sbursovereign. 

It was much mused by the queen hmn^lf, how ti^s new kindness 
came about, that at this dime she receivedTtwo long letters written 
all with hei^pwn hahS, saying, all the time,, ^ce hit return she 
never received half.so many Hhea as . werejhi^ne. of the letters, 
which I can myself! testify by the qU&en’s'own sayingjg and other 
good assurance,. where hitherto I have not bben ^ISeived-...-. I can 
also farther assure'your honour, that this queen hath sayed. that she 
knoweth now, that the friendship of the queen’s majfstj^py sove¬ 
reign may etand her more in stead, than that of her good mother in 
France, and as she is desirous of them both, so will she not lose the 
one'.for the other. *-’l may also farther assure your honour, that 
whatsoraever the occasion is, this queeh hath somewhat in her 
heart that wi^burst biStt in time, which will manifest that some un¬ 
kindness bath passed 1)etween them, that will not be easy forgot¬ 
ten. In talk sometimes with myself, she saith that the queen- 
mother might have used the matter otherwise than she hath done, 
and doth much doubt what shall be the success of her great desire 
to govern alone, in all things to have her will. Seeing then that 
presently they stand in such terms one with the other, I tho’tit bet¬ 
ter to confirm her in that mind {this, queen I mean), than to speak 
any word that might cause her to conceive better of the other. 
And yet I am assured she shall receive as friendly letters, and as 
many good words from this queen, as the other did write unto her. 
Whether'the queen-mother will speak any thing unto the L. of Lid- 
ington of that purpose she did write unto this queen of, I know 
not? but if she do, I think it hard if your honour can get no favour 
hereof, a!t. his return, or I perchance by some means here. It may 
perchance be grritten only by that queen, to try what answer this 
queen will giv@, or undm'stand what mind she beareth unto the 
queen’s majesty our sovereign. The queen kqoweth now that the 
earl Bbthwell is |ent for to London. She caused a gentleman of 
her! to inquire .the cause; I answered-that 1 knew none other, but 
that his takers wqre in controversy who took him, and that it should 
be judged there.*'' 1 know that she thioketh' much that he is not 
sent into Sco^nd. It is yet greatly doubted tbsJnf he were here, 
he Would be reserved for an evil instrument. If the lord of Liding- 
ton have not been plain with your honour herein, he is in the wrong 
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b tfaoie wto ^ j^tlids here.^ut mo«trjaH|i|» hiinseir. Tlierti 
a vidiMa in Ai| realm, it aiger n«to 

IX. (y,i. I. 4 

Tie Oration made bjtiTilliam ^aUland of lAiiiligtpn, xaunger teere- 
tary for the time, in tie partiment Mdcii bj^our ntvereign tie 
King s mother. Queen of thb realm for fie time, the timt of tit rt- 
stitiaion ofUmquUe Mnttim Earl e>f heypi. 

Xfy lords, and others here convened. 'Albeit, Ixf.that it has 
pleased her majesty n^t graciousljls’to utter unto you, by her own 
mouth, ye.Biay have sufficiwtly conceived the cause oftbjs your 
present assembly; yeti having her majesty’s commandment to 
supply my lord Chancellor’s pla^, being presently as ye sec de¬ 
ceased, I am willed to express the same somewhat mute pt,large. 

Notour it is, how, in her highnCss’s minority, n process of A)r- 
altour was decreed against my lord of Ltennox, for certain pifedces 
alledged committed by him; specified in the 4ome and censement 
of parliament given thereupon ; by reason whereof he has this long 
tunc been exiled, and absent forth of hit 'native. country; how 
grievous the same has been unto him, it has Weil appeared by divers 
his suites, sundry ways brought unto her majesty’s knowledge, not 
only containing most humble and due submission, but always bear¬ 
ing witness of his good devotion to her majesty, his natural princess, 
and earnest affection he had to her highness most humble service, 
if it should please her majesty of her clemency to make him able to 
txiyay the benefit of a subject; many respects might have moved her 
highness favourably to incline to his request, as the anciency of his 
house, and the sirname he bears, the honour be has to appertain to 
her majesty by affinity, by reason of my lady Margaret her high¬ 
ness s aunt, and divers other his good considerations, as also the 
aifectuous request ofher good sister the queen’s majesty of England, 
whose earnest commendation was not of least moment, besides that 
of her own natural, her majesty has a certain inclination to pity the 
decay of noble houees, and as we heard, by her own report, has C. 
great deal more pleasure to be the instrument of thfe uphold, main¬ 
tenance, and advancement of the ancient blood, than to ha!ife matter 
ministered of the decay or overthrow of any good race, llpon' this 
occasion, her majesty the more tenderly looked upon his request, 
and her ^odviater the queen of England’s favourable ^tter, writteii 
for recomme^^ion of his cause, in consideration whereof not Only 
has she granfSi^unto him her Ijtler of restitution, W way of grace, 
but also licensed him to pursue, by way of redueff^, ffie'itmedies 
provided by the law for such as think themsblves grieved by any 

T 2 
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judgment, uaorddjjjHjjtaQd^^to have the process reversed; foregs- 
^ation vhereoj^PSj>lea^d4ier mtgesty presently to assea^ 
;^bu the three estlj^^^'t]^ h^jealme, by M^ose advice, delibeA* 
ti6^ and dacisi&tat^er'm^^estys niind, to proceed forwi^ upon 
hii coihplainth, as tfih martts of 4h6‘»i:auBe, laws of the reidm, and 
practice observed in fuch^pa|(6e|i wU bear out. The sum of all your 
proceeding^ at tbisr^i^ beu^^by that we have heard, thus as.it 
were pointed^ out, { r^bt here^end, if the matter we have in band 
gave me not occasion tft aay a few more words, not far difiereat 
from the sa,me subject, wherein I would extend tSl'circurai^^nces 
more largelj^, if I fearbd not to offend her highness, whose presence 
and modest nature abhors long epeakingand^ adulation, and so ^;^1 
compel me to speak such things, as may seem to tend to any good 
and perfect point ^ and lest it should^be corat>ted<to me, es that I 
wsfs oblivious, if I should omit to put you in remembrano)^ in what 
part we may accept this, and the like demonstrations of her gentill 
nature; whose gracious behaviour towards all her subjects; in gene¬ 
ral, may serve for a good, felicity, we may look for 

under her happy government so long as it shall please God to 
her unto us; for a good harmony to be had in the common weill, 
the oflSces between the prince and the. subjects must be reciproque, 
as by her majesty’s prudence we enjoy this present peace with all 
foreign nations, and qqietness among yourselves, in such sort, that 
I tbmk justly it may be affirmed Scotland, in no man’s age, that pre¬ 
sently lives, was in greater tranquillity; so is it the duty of all us 
her loving subjects to acknowledge the same as a most high benefit, 
proceeding from the gpod government of her majesty, declaring 
ourselves thankful for the same, and rendering toher majesty such 
due obedience, as a just prince may look for at the hands of faith¬ 
ful and'obedient subjects. I mean no forced nor unwilling ^obedi¬ 
ence, which I know her nature does detest, but such as proceeds 
from the contemplation of her modest kind of regiment, will for love 
and duty sake produce the fruits thereof. A good proof have we 
all in general had of.her majesty's benignity these three years, that 
she has lived in the government over you, and many of you have 
largely tasted of her large liberality and fradk dealing: on the 
other pan her highness has hi^ large aj^earance of your dutiful 
obedience, so It becomes you to continue, as we have be^n, in con- 
sideMtion of Ae many.notable efamples of her-clemeifcy above 
others hter good qualities, and #abhor and detest all false bruites 
and rumours/’which qre the most pestileht evils that can be, in an'y 
common wei), and the sowers and inv^tors thereof. Then' may we 
be Urell assured .th’have.of her im most gracious prihcesse, and she 
most feithful andiovingsubjeotst'and so both the head and the 
members, being encouraged 1» maintain the harmony and accord of 
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Ao politic todies, lvfaet«of I made mentia^P^ore, as the glory 
thereof shall partly amiartain to her majest^/ab fthall no s^l praise 
and uDspealq^le Commodity redound thei^roiigh^to y^u ali uni¬ 
versally her a'ubjectl. - 

No. X. (VoU i. pi 264.) 

The perils and troubles that nua/ pre»ntlp ensue, turn in time to come 
follow, to the 'Queen's Majesty of England and state of this realm, 
upoafthe marriage of the Queen of SrotHd tjU Lord Dartfl^. 

the mindf ol such as to^ifiected to the qudeh of Scots, 
either for hctfSelf, or fot the opinion of her pretence to this crown, 
or for ^e desiiie to tore change of the forme\f religion in this 
realm, or.for the discontentation they have of the queen's majesty, 
or her 'succession, or of the succession of any other beside the queen 
of Scotts, shall be„by this marriage erectedi comforted, aqd induced 
to devise and labour how to bring their desires to pass: and to 
makb’ some estimate what persons those are, to the intent the quan¬ 
tity of the danger may be weighed; the same may be compassed 
in those sorts either within the realm or without. ^ 

The first are such as are specially devoted to the qbeen of Srotts, 
or to the lord Darnley, by bond of blood and alliance; as first, all 
the house of Lorrain and Guise for her part, and the earl of Lennox 
and his wife, all such in Scotland as be of their blood, and have re¬ 
ceived displeasures by the duke of Cbatellmrault and the Hamiltons. 
The second are all manner of {lersmiaJpith in this realm and other 
countries, that are devoted to the aumority of Rome, and mislike 
of the religiotf now received; and in these two sorts are tlie sub¬ 
stance of them comprehended, that shall take comfort in this mar¬ 
riage. 

Next therefore to be considered what perils and troubles these 
kind of men sliall intend to this realm. 

First, the general scope and mark of all their desires is, and 
always shall be, to bring the queen of Scotts to have the royal crown 
of this realm; and therefore, though the devisees may vary amon^' 
themselves for the compassing hereof, accordiug to the accidents of 
the times, smd according to foe impediments which they shall find 
by means of foe queen’s majesty’s atoons and governments^ yat all 
their purposes, drifts, devises, and^ractices, shaft whdly and only 
tend toimtke.dto queen of Scotts queen of this realms andtodeprive 
our aoven^n'lady thereof; and in their pioceed{l%s, foerejare two 
manners to btli^idered, wherec^^be one la fisi .worse than foe 
other; foe oneii.> intended by foem,-foat e^ea^jtom malicious 
blindness in rd^pon, or for natutal a ft ieli o nto the^een of Scotts, 
or foe lord D&mfoy, do persuade foemadvea that foe said qiwen of 
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Scotts hath pr^ntlv raori nght to the .crown than our sover^n 
lafly the jijueea, (if which sort be all their kindred on both sides, ai>id 
all suc^ a§ are. d^oted to Popery, either in England, Scotland, 
Irdand, or elsewhere; the other is meant by them, which, with less 
m^ce are persuaded thdt the queeii of Scotts hath only right to be 
the next heir to succeed the queen’s majesty and her issue, of which 
sort few are without the realm, but here within, and yet of them, 

' not so many as are. of the cbntrkry, and from these two sorts shall 
the-peril, devises, and practices proceed. Front ;the first, which 
imagine the queen of Scotts to have perpetually right are tb be 
looked for these perils. First, is it to be doubted the devil will in¬ 
fect some of them to imagine the hurt of the life of our dear sove¬ 
reign lady, by such means as the devil shall suggest to them, 
although it is to be assuredly hoped, that Almighty God will, as he 
has hitherto graciously protect and preserve her from such dangers? 
Secondly, there will be attempted, by persuasions, by bruites, by 
rumours, and such like, to alienate the minds ot good subjects from 
the queen’s majesty, and to counciliate them to the queen of Scotts, 
and on this behalf the frontiers and the north will be'much solicited 
and laboured. Thirdly, there will be attempted causes of some 
tumults and rebellions, especially in the north toward Scotland, so 
as thereupon may follow some open enterprise set by violence. 
Fourthly, there will be, by the said queen’s council and friends, a 
new league made with France, or Spain, that shall be ofihnsive to 
this realm, and a furtherance to their title. And as it is also very 
likely, that they will set a;^t as many practices as they can, both 
upon the frontiers and in Ireland, to occasion the queen’s majesty 
to increase and continue her charge thereby, to regain her from 
being mighty or potent, and for the attempting of all these things, 
many devises will be imagined from time to time, and no negligence 
will therein appear. 

From the second sort, which mean no other favour to the queen 
of Scotts, but that she should succeed in title to the queen’s majesty, 
is not much to be feared, but that they will content themselves to 
see not only the queen's majesty not to marry, and so to impeach it, 
but to hope, that the queen of Scotts shall have issue, which they 
will think to be more pleasable to all men, because thereby the 
crowns of England and Scotland shall be united in one, and thereby 
the occasion of war shall cease with which persuasion many people 
may be seduced, and abused to incline themselves tq the part of the 
queen of Scotts. 

< Tha^emedies against these perils. 
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, A Dupiicat. 

Hh of summary of.the consult a f inn and advice gnta % the Lords 

1,5*5. and others of the Privy Council, CoUecteif out of the sun- 
C»l. B. la sevt}al speeches oj tht said couselhrs. 

ful. S90. 

Lord Keeper, Mr. Comptroller, 

Lord Treasurer, Mr. Vice Chamberlain, 

f Derby, Mr. Secretary, 

Earls of -j Bedford. Cave, 

(Leicester, Peter, 

Lord Admiral, Mason. 

Lord Chamberlain, 

, Questions propounded were these two : 

1. First what perils mifrht ensue to the queen’s majesty, or 
this realm, of the marriage bctwbtt the queen of Scotls and the lord 
Damlcy. 

2. What were meet to be done, to avoid or remedy the same. 

To the First. 

. The perils being sundry, and very many, were reduced by .'■01110 
counsellors into only one. 

1. First, That by this marriage, the queen of Seotts (being not 
married), a groat number in this realm, not of the worst subjects, 
might be alienated in their minds from their natural duties to her 
majesty, to depend upon the success of this marriage of Scotland, 
as a mean to establish the succession of both tlie crowns in the issue 
of the same marriage, and so favour all devises and practices, that 
'should tend to the advancement of the queen' of Seotts. • 

*2. Secondly, That, considering the chief foundation of them, 
which furthered the marriage of lordDamley, was laid upon the trus# 
of such as were Papists, as the only means left to restore the religion of 
Rome, it was plainly to be seen, that, botii in this realm and Scotland, 
the Papists would most favour, maintain, and fortify this marriage 
of the lord Darley, and would, for furtherance of faction in religion, 
devise all means and practices that could be within this realm, to 
disturb the estate of the queen’s majesty, and the peace of the realm, 
and consequently to atchieve their jferposes by force rather than fail. 
By some other, these perils having indeed many branches, were re¬ 
duced, though somewhat otherwise, into two sorts, and these were 
in nature such as diey could not be easily severed the one from the 
other, but were hnit and linked together, naturally for maintaining 
the one with the other. The first of these sort of perils was, that. 
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by nuinttge with the lord Darntey, ^ere wag a plun iateution 
pretended title of the qneen’of Scotts, not only to suc- 
ce^ the^q^fih’a majesty, as-in her best amity, she had professed, 
occupy the quden’s estate) as when she was in power 
HVSid'mlbifestly/declai'e. 

‘'.-The iseccahl,' wttS, that hereby the 'Roinish religion should be 
^erected, and increased daily in this realm, and these two wcLf thus 
pcnit tog;ether, that the furtherance and maintenance of die title 
staid in furthering of the ieli^on of Rome within this realm; and 
in like manner the furtherance of the same religion e tod by the 
title, for otherw^e the title had no foundation. 

Provey of the first.) And to prove that the intention to advance 
the title to disturb the queen’s majesty muc.t need^ ensue, was con¬ 
sidered that always the intention and will of any person is most 
mcmifestiw.hen their power is greatest, and contrary wher their power 
is small; ihen the intention and will of every person is covered and 
less seen. So as when the queen of Scotts power was greats- t, by 


her .tnarriage with the dauphin of France, being afterwards French 
king, it manifestly appeared of what mind she and all her friends 
were; using then manifestly all the means that could be devised 
to impeach and dispossess the queen’s majesty, first by writing and 
publishing herself in all countries queen of England; by granting 
charters, patents, and commissions, with that style, and with the 
arms of England, both the French and Scotts, which charters re¬ 


main still undefaced ; and to prosecute it with effect, it is known 
what preparations of war were made, and sent into Scotland ; and 


what other forces were assembled in. foreign countries; yea, in 
what manner a shameful peace was made by the French with king 
Philip, to eniploy all the forces of France to pursue all the matters 
by force, which by God’s providence and the queen's ma,ir>sty con¬ 
trary power, were repelled ; and afterwards, by her husband’s 
^death, her fortune and power being changed, the intention began 
to hide itself, and alfoough by the Scottish queen's commissaries 
an accord was made at Edenbrough, to reform all those riries, and 
claims, and pretences, yet to this day, by delays and cavillations, 
the ratification of that treaty has been deferred. And so now, as 
soon as she shall feel her power, she will set the same again abroad, 
and by considering of such errors as were committed in the first, 
her friends and allies will amend the same, and proceed substan¬ 
tially to her purpose. By some it was thought plainly, that the 
peril was greater of ^s. marriage with the Imd Daraley, being a 
sifoject of this ^ealm,.than with the mightiest prince abroad, for by 
thisi he being of this realm, and Imving for foe cause of religion, 
and other respeeb, made a par^foerq, should ^encrease by force 
with diminutiqn of foe. poww .pf foe realm; in that whatsoever 
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pover he could make by the faction of the Pai>ut, aad:otheT die* 
coBtented persons here, should it be as k were deducted out of the 
power of this realm; and by the marriage of a sbaDger^ she coaU.-^' 
not be assured of any part here; so as by this marriage abe sltpajld 
have a portion of her own power to serve' her turn, and'' a solw 
portio! of adversaries at home in our own boWets, alyrays seem 
more ti. agerous than treble the like abroad, whereof the examples 
are in own stories many, that foreign powers never prevailed inv^ 
this realm, but with the tielp of some at home. ,.Jt was also re¬ 
membered, ‘hat seeing how before this attempt of marriage, it is 
found, and manifestly seen, that in every corner of the r^alm, the 
faction that mo;I favoiiretli the Scottish title, is grown stout and 
bolJ, yea seen ir mifestly in this court, both in hall and chamber, 
it coul'l nor be but (except good heed were speedily given to it) by 
this marria '.. and by the practice of the fuutors thereof, the some 
ra,.;.on would -dnirtly increase, and grow so great and dangerous, 
as th'‘ iT'lrcss tliereof .vould be almost desperate. And to this 
purpose it wo; ren'i -iiborcd, how of late in perusing of the aab- 
staiice ot tlie juiticos of the peace, in all the countries of the realm, 
scantly a <hird was found full- assured to be trusted in the matter 
of religion,. upon which onl;, - ‘'•ing the queen of Scotts title doth 
hang, ami some doubt might he, that the friends of the carl of 
Lennox ai.d his had more Knowledge hereof than was tliought, and 
thereby made avant now in Scotland, and tlieir party was go great 
in England as the queen's majesty durst not attempt to contrary 
his marriage. And in this sort, was the sum of the perils declared, 
being notwithstanding more largely and plainly set out, and made 
so apparent by many sure arguments, as no one of the council 
could deny them to be but many and very dangerous. 

Second Question. ' 

The q.-.nstiun of this consultation was what were meet to be done > 
to avoid these perils, or cls» to divert the foice thereof from hurting 
the realm; wherein there were a great numoer of particular de¬ 
vises propounded, and yet tlic more part of Uicm was reduced by 
some into three heads. 

1. The first thought necessary by all persons, as the only thing 
of the most moment and efficacy, to remedy all these perills, and 
many others, and such as without it, no other remedy could be 
found sufficient, and that was to obtain that the queen’s majesty 
would marry, and make therein no long delay. 

2. The second was, to advance, esta^isb, and fortify indeed the 
profession of lefigion, both in Scotland and in England, and to di¬ 
minish, weaken, and feeble, the contrary. 

' 3. The third was, to proceed in sundry things, either , to disap- 
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point an^brenk this landed marringet or« at tt§ least, thereby to 
prootire die saine not to be so IiuriiM-to this realm as otherwise it 
wlObe.^ • ' 

.^Ebe 9jnt of these three ,lhath n<i, partioKlaT rights in:,|t but an 
dUiestviaid unMgned desire and - suite, wijdi'all humbleness, by 
prayerUo ;Altulghty God, ^d advice and council to'the queen’s 
majesty, that she would defbr.no more time from marriage, whereby 
the good subjects'of the realm might stay their hearts, to depend 
upon het majesty, and the issue of her body, without which no 
surety can be devised to ascertain any person of continuance of 
their families of posterities, to enjoy that which otherwise should 
come to them. 

Second, concerning the matters of religion, wherein both truth 
and policy were joined together, had these particulars. 

First, whereas of late the adversaries of religioi), in the realm, 
have taken occasion to comfort and increase their faction, both in 
England, Scotland, and abroad, with a rumour and expectation 
that the religion shall be shortly changed in this realm, by means 
that the bishops, by the queen’s majesty’s commandment, have of 
late dealt streightly with some persons of good religion, because 
they had forborn to wear certain apparel, and such like things; 
being more of form and accidents, than of any substance, for that 
it is well known that her majesty had no meaning to comfort the 
adversaries, but only to maintain an uniformity as well in things 
external, as in the substance, nor yet hath any intention to make 
any change of the religion, as it is established by laws. It was 
thought by all men very necessary, for the suppressing of the pride 
and arrogancy of the adversaries, indirectly hereby to notify, by 
her special letters to the two archbishops, that her former com¬ 
mandment was only to retain an uniformity, and not to give any 
occasion to any person to misjudge of her majesty, in the change 
of any part of religion, but that she did determine firmly to main¬ 
tain the form of her religion, as it was established, and to punish 
such as did therein violate her laws. And- in these points, some 
also wished that it might please her archbishops, that if they 
should see that the adversaries continued in taking occadon to for¬ 
tify their faction, that in that case they should use a moderation 
therein, until the next parliament, at which time, some good, uni¬ 
form, and decent order might , be devisied, and established, for such 
ceremonies, so as both - uniformity and gravi^. might be retained 
amongst the clergy. 

The second means was, that the quondam tnshops, and others, 
which had refused to ackaowl^ge ,the queen’s majesty’s power 
over them, according to the law, an.d were of late dispersed in the 
plague time to sundry places abroad, iriif^re it is known they cease 
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not to advance their faction, might be returned to the Tower, or 
seme other prison, whcfe diey might not hevfe such liberty to ec- 
duce and inveigle the qifeeu’s majesty'!^ subjects, as diey daily do. 

The.tlnrd means was, that where the bishops do com^in that 
they dare not execute the ecclesiastical laws, to the furtherance »f 
religion, for fear of the preinunire wherevrith the Radges and Inw- 
3 fers of the realm, being not best affected in religion, do threaten 
them, aiW in many cases lett not to pinch and deface them, that 
upon such cases opened, some convenient aiiihurity might be given 
them, from the queen’s majofty, to continue during her pleasure. 

The fourth was, that there, were daily lewd, injudicious, and un¬ 
lawful books ill English, brought from beyond seas, and are boldly 
received, read, and kept, and especially in the iwrtli, seducing of 
great numbers of good subjects, the like boldness whereof was never 
suffered in any other princess's time, that sonic slreight order might 
be given to avoid the same, and that it might be considered by the 
Judges, what manner of crime the same is, to maintain such hooks^ 
made directly against her majesty’s' authority, and niaintaiiiiiig a 
foreign power, contrary to the laws of the realm. 

The fifth was, that where a great number of monks, fryars, and 
such lewd persons, are fled out of Scotland, and do serve in Eng¬ 
land, especially in the north, as curates of churches, and all such of 
them as are not found honest and conformable, may be banished out 
of the realm, for that it appearcih they do sow sedition in the realm, 
in many places, and now will increase their doings. 

Tlic sixth, where sundry having ecclesiastical livings, are on the 
other side the sea, and from thence maintain sedition in the realm; 
that livings may be better bestowed to the commodity of the realm, 
upon good subjects. 

The seventh is, that the judges of the realm, having no small 
authority in this realm, in governance of all proiiert.y of the realm, 
might be sworn to the queen’s majesty, according to the laws of the 
realm, and so thereby they should fur conscience sake maintain the 
queen’s majesty’s authority. 

The particulars of the third intention to break and avoid this 
marriage, or to divert the perils. 

First, to break this marriage, considering nothing can likely do 
it, but force, or fear of force, it is thought by some that these 
means followbg might occasion the breach of the tnarriage. 

1. That the earl of Bedford repair to his charge. 

3. That the works at Berwick be more advanced. 

3. That the garrison be there increased. 

4. That all the wardens put their frontiers in order with speed, 
to be ready at an hour’s warning. 
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5. Tiwi flome ii^le,^erson, as thp duke qf Norfolk, or the earl 
seht iiM Yorkshire, tobe lieutenant- 

prtfer^’tke ni^rth*.'‘ 

iJ».:W'^^ep^lrons to be in rea&ss to 

mt^e Si^aad, ' 

' commit to some plaie, 

-XVklT^ " re‘5eiv«p^ of int^igence. 

That Ae ml of LwnoK and his son may be sent foL and re- 
gred to be^sert hme by the quern of Scotts, according to the 

ctme, A to denounce to'the qu^n 
.^ Scotts the ^ach of fte freitjr. and thereupon to enter with hos- 
**|f 8 oy which proceeding, hope is cdntieived (so the same be done 
m deeds and notin shews) that the marriage'will be aroided, or at 
the least that it may be qualified from many perils; and whatsoever 
18 to be done herdn, is to be.executed with speed, wiylst she has 
a party in Scotland tiiat favoureth.not the m'afnage, an'd before any 
Jeague made by the queen of Spotts with France or Spain. 

Sonae other idlows well of all ‘these proceedings, saving of pro- 
ceedmg to hostility, but all do agree in the rest, and also to these 
particularities following. 

, “pen his refusal, or his son’s refusing, 

slionld be seised, and bestowed in gift or custodj, as sliaU please 
her majesty, upon good subjects., ‘ 

U. That all manifest favourers of the earl, in the north, or else¬ 
where be inquired for, and that they be. by sundry means, well 

12. That inquiry 1» made in the north, who have the steward¬ 
ship of Apq^en’s majesty’s lands there, and that no person, de- 

aArvtVU* 1_^..21*_a . a ^ * 


. T. i; ' sufered to have governance or rule of any of 
her Bubjeetd or lands in tb«,north, but only to retain thar fees, and 
more trw^. uprsops have rule of the same people’s lands. 

13. That aH frequent passages into this realm, to and from Scot- 
land, he teamed to all Scottish men, saving such as have safe 

conduct, or he espeaany recommended .from Mr. Randolph as 
%^rs bf,ae tot^m.' . « »M 0 ipn, as 

, intdligenoe be used wjth'.duqh/in'Scotland, as 

e'entforted ftom timnLo time. 

. T majwty’s i^aehold, <^a»W; and pen- 

sionen, b«,^tter sm «nto, to avpit^iid‘jind uncoqiely speech 

I®' S®r. “Charles, he 

rem^d to ^me pla^.whMei^'i»y’hd,,^dtl^^&g.\ "^ " ^ 4 

-IJ. T^^Consider%ad1tet^^:titteofili^ueedUf Sc«^^ 

of lo^ toe received gr^'fiwoiur, teicontiniind, by tiie , 
qabfo’a majesty's favour hetoin to the :qdden iif Scotts and her mi- 
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nisters, and the hidy Catharine, whom the’said queen of Scotts ac- 
compted as a competitor unto her in pretend of title, it may please 
the queen’s majesty, by some exterior..^ to shew some reqiission 
of her diapleasure to tl^ lady, and to t^ earl of Hartford, tliat the 
queen of Scotts thereby may find some Change, and her friends {mt 
in doubt of further proceeding dierein. 

18. That whosoever shall be lieutenant in the north, ,IKr Ralph 
Sadler may-accompany him. 

19. That with speed the realm of Ireland may be committed to a 
new governor. 

20. Finally, that these advices being considered by her majesty, 
it may please her to choose which'bf them she liketh, and to put' 
them in execution in deeds, and not to pass them over in consulta¬ 
tions and speeches. 

For it is to be assured, that her adversaries will use all means to 
put their iathntion in execution. Some by pracUce, some by force, 
when time shall serve,' and no time can serve so well the queen’s 
majesty to interrupt the perils as now at the first, before the queen 
of Scott’s purposes be fully settled. 

No. XI. (Vol. I. p. 273.) 

Randolph to the Earl of Leicester, from Edinburgh, 
the 31i't o/ July, IdC.'S. 

Colt. Lib. Mat it please your lordship, I have received your lord- 
Cal. b. i*. ship’s letter by my servant, sufficient testimony of your 
An origi- lordship’s favour towards me, whereof I think myself al- 
iinl. ways so assured, thafewhat other mishap sqevcr befai me, 

I have enough to comfort myself with; though 1 have not at this 
time received neither according to the need 1 stand, nor the-neces¬ 
sity of the service that 1 am employed in, 1 wilt rather pass it, as I 
may with patience, thair trouble your lordship to be further suiter 
for me, when there is so little hope that any good will be done for 
me. I doubt not but your lordship hath heard by such information 
as I have given from hence, what the present state of this country 
is, how this queen is now become a married wife, and her husband, 
the self-same day of his marriage, made a king. In their desires, 
hitherto, they have found so much to their contentment, tliat if the 
rest succeed and prosper accordingly,,they may think themselves 
much happier, than tWe is appear^ce that they shall be; so 
many discontented minds, so much.misliking of the subjects to have 
these maUers thus ordered, and in this sort to be brought to pass, 
I never heard of any marriageso little hope, so little comfort as 
men do talk was neter seen, at 'any time, when men should most 
have shewed themselves to rejoice, if that consideration of her own 
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honour and well of hM,coalUry had been had as appertained in so 
weighty |t:caw. ' l^fstq' now their fear, the overthrow of religion, 
the bi^ttdt'oif wde wj^ t^e queen's majesty, and tlie destruction 
of as o^^ife nobiff^jyft ^ iulthmikliktug of, or that he liketh 
qua^l untOj, Ta'ae9:all.i£ese incbnveniencys approach¬ 
ing,, th»e are a number thfa^ tnayaooner lamenf with them- 
selvea and complain tc^their neijl^bouw, thi* be able to find re- 
medie to help thart, |idra!^aaempt with all ^ force they Have, but 
are too. weak-|e do any good, what is required otherWays, or what 
means there is made your lordship ; what wiU be answered, 

or what will be doh'e, tberpin,;^ uie in great dpubl, and though 
your intent b«,never so ghdl} ufito ps^ yet do we so much fear your 
delay, that our ruin shall prevent yoUr supj^ When council is once 
taken. Nothing so needful, as speedy exfpution. Upon the queen’s 
majesty, we wholly depend, in her majesty’s hands it stahdeth to 
save our lives, or to suffer ds to perisbr j^ter hondiir her ma¬ 
jesty cannot have, tlian in tliat which lieth in her majesty’s power to 
do for us, the sums are not great, the numbers of men are not many 
that wd desire; many wiU dayly be found, tho’ this will be some 
charge; men grow dayly, though, at this time, I thjnk her majesty 
shall lose but few: her friends here being once taken away, where 
will her majesty find the,like? I speakleast of that which I think is 
most earnestly intended by this queen, .and her husband, when by 
him it was lately said, that he cared more for the Papists in Eng¬ 
land, than he did for the ProtestanU in.Scotland; if therefore his 
hopes be so great in the Papists of England, what may your lord- 
ship believe that he thinketh of the Protestants there; for his birth, 
for his nurritour, for the honour he hath to be of kine to the queen 
my mistress, if in preferring those that are the queen’s majesty’s 
worst subjects to those dial are her best, he declareth what mind 
he beareth to the queen’d majesty's self, any man may say it is 
slenderly rewarded, and bis duty evil fovgottenr he would now seem 
to be indifi^reqt'to both the religions, she to use her mass, and he 
to «ome sometimes to the preaching; they were married with all the 
solemnities of the Popish time, saving that he heard not the masa; 
hisspeeqh and talk argueth his mind, and^et would he fain seem 
to the wor^ foat he were 9^8ome.,wligion‘; his Words to all men, 
against whom he coneeiveth any:dji^easure hoW unjust soever it 
be, so proud and spiteful, dint rathei^r4m.,«eemeth a monar^^h of the 
world, than he .tl»t,:aot Ic^g ainde, wje have seen and knoWn the 
lord D^jiley; he lookath'nqw,fo/ reverenee of many that have 
litUo will-to give it him; and s6^'there are.font do give it, that 
think him litfle worth of itif-All hondUr that w^ be attributed unto 
aqy man by a wife, he hath h whtd^md fWly; all praises that 
ms|r be spoken of him he Ucketh not‘ftbm henelf; all d%nities that 
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she can endue him with, which are already given and granted ; no 
man pleaseth her that contenteth not him; and what may I aay 
more, she hath given over to him her vrhole will, to be ruled and 
guided aa himself bcat iikcth; she can iul.'amch prevail with him, 
in any tbipg that is against his will, as your lordship may with me 
to persuade that I should hang myself; this last dignUy out of hand 
to have been proclaimed king, she would have it ^eferred uttlill it 
were agreed by parliament, or lie had been himself 21 yean of age, 
that thinga done in his name might have the better authority. He 
wduld, in no case, have it deferred one day, and either then or 
never; whereupon this doubt has .n<en amongst our men of law 
whether she being clad w 41 a'<‘a husband, and her -husband not 
twenty-one years, any thing without parliament can be of strength, 
that is done between them; upon Saturday at arternoon these mat¬ 
ters were long in debating. And before they were well resolved 
upon, at niA hours at night, by three hcialds, at sound of the 
trumpet be was proclaimed king. This was Uic night lieforc the 
mariiage; this day, Monday at twelve of the cluck, the lords, all 
that were in the toun, were present at the proclaiming of him ag tin. 
where no man said so much as amen, saving his father, tliat eried 
out aloud God save his queen! The manner of the marriage was in 
this sort^ upon Sunday in the morning between five and six, she 
was conveyed by divers of her nobles to ihc chapel!; she had upon 
her back the great mourning gown of black, with the great wide 
mourning hood, not unlike unto that which she wore the doulfull 
day of the. burial of her husband: she was led. into the chapcil, by 
tile earl of Lennox and Athol, and there was she lefl nntill her hus¬ 
band came, who also was conveyed by the same lords, th( minister 
priests, two, do there receive them, the bands are asked the third 
time, and an instrument taken by a notour that no man said against 
them, or alledged any cause ,why the gimiage might not proceed. 
The words were spoken, the rings which were three, the middle a 
rich diamond, were put upon her finger; they kneel together, and 
many prayers said over them, she tarrieth out the mass, and he 
taketh a kiss, and leaveth her there, and went to her chamber, 
whither within a space-tlhc followeth; and being required, accord¬ 
ing to the solemnity, to cast-off her cares, and leave aside those 
sorrowful garments, and give herself to a more pleasant life, after 
soqje pretty refusal!, more I believe for manner sake than grief of 
heart, she suffered them that stpod by, every man that could ap¬ 
proach, to take out a pin; and so being committed to her ladies, 
changed her garments, but went not to bed, to signify to the world 
Uiat it was not lust that moved 4em tot.vuury,' but only tlie neces. 
sity of her couutiy, not, if God vnll, long to leave it destitute of an 
heir. Suspicious men, or such as are given of all things to make 
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the worst, would th^ it ^i^uld be believed, that they knew each 
other Wore thirtttey^e Aeir^ I wouidnot your lordship should 
so bel^e it; the likd&tfe^ aretto great to'the contrary, that if it 
were p'b^le lii would not-believe it. After 

dteer-ond dancii«: to their 
ainn^‘tfaey*^ll^^ cohvey<» b^l^ whole nobility; tlw" trumpets 
toand j a largMs^i^;. mot^^ffitown'^e^t the' house in great 
^""‘'“nce,to .aeh iiS«r^lwfe they dine both 

at one table, ^ uppo the'npper theKb serve her these earls, 
Athole sewer,H^on carver, cup-beanSr,; these sdVe 

im in like and Glencaini; after 

dinner ttey :^ced aw^^«mhejtM^ thenHalvW'till the hour 
of Bupp^; and ps they ^ned sp do Mij^^some dancing there 
was, ^ so they go to bb 3 ; of all this Ltiiave written to your lord- 
ship I a:m not oculatus tesUs, to this, biif 6 f verity yonrlordship 

shall not need to donbt, hoiiwoever I it; I sent for to 

have been at the snpper, but like a curr^ or unedurtly earle I re¬ 
fused to be there; and yet that which your lot^ship may think might 
move Ihe much, to have had tlie.sight of my mistress, 6 f whom these 
eigbtwn days by just account I got not a sif^t,^ I am my lord taken 
by all sort as a very evil person, whkh.^ my heart I do well 
allow, and like ,of myself the better’, for yet can I not ^d either 
honest or good that likeththeir doin^: I.leave at this tiintf further 
to trouble yodr lordship, craving pardon ilbt my long sdence, I have 
niOTe ad|^ than I am aUeoto dischasge»^I.wa]k now lijore abroad by 
ni|^t than by-day, and the day too little to dischaa*ge myself of that 
which I j^ceive, ii^;dve in the night,' ^s your lordship, I am 
sure, IS ^rtaker of aoch lettius as I write te Mr. Secretary, so that 
I trust that he ihalKbe to this, to save me of a little labour, to write 

the ^e ^am, most humbly l-take my leave at Edinburgh, die 
last day of July, 1566 . ; 

, (Voi. I. p. 2te.) 

letter Bedfi»d U tie Uonourahk Sir ra&ne Cecil, 

toiSendationi, ^ dayV noon 
wrOffiw. «*P*“n^St*ck#aJl came h^p who braailbt with him the 

r i» dkMge to give «- 

forma^ oL uaving that for th* uid^the lords of thHong^tioa 

d^ h ^g detormfamd.mf iulh^ 

purpose reoeniiid^I thia mpmhig, a letter sub- 
soMbed by (he duke, the e«ti of Munuy. Gfeheume. and others. 
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rraviiif to be holpen «i|b 800 barc|ii(i^tem Aut of tbit Mtti«on, 
for their better defencoV Ami Iffi&r’rtgbt well ttc good¬ 
ness of their ca)g)e.'»i4'the qipeeiiV our^teieigjBi jtood 

will and care t«AraTda#em.:.«M oaderift^ that it were 

very rei^uisite to haee.^em causa It to be 

in this'liaftner de^ed. hnd ttohit now ttlindcHdi^l^ Ui«r utter 
overthrow and tiitdoili|^ tiince flie^fluaenV |^trt]r>* »the (atat .’5000, 
and thi^ libt mucl^^bove |000; bosHfdi ^hht the queen hath 
harqnebaayora, and they hawWne, add do yet waaH^thc power that 
the earlof Aifliyle shouldw^ tji.theni, who ia^yct joined with 
theirs; I have A^reupo^JhottPij^d/j^fpray yon %o bo a means 
to learn HePts^esty’s plaice iia this tchaif. whiif,'and bow. I 
shall aniWer them, deal in this matter, iioty at tliis 

their extreme nccessiQ^ For, on the one side, lyctli thermjion 
their t^r ruin and t^^e^row, and the miserable subversion of re¬ 
ligion thetf r «Jid» other side, to adventure so great and 

weighty a matter as tliHt'is, (albeit it lie but of a feir aoltliers, for a 
small time,) wiUkont good warraunte, and thereby to bring, jxnad- 
venture, upon our heads some wilful warrs, and in the mean time 
to leave the place uiqi^itmuihed, (haying in the whole but 800.) with¬ 
out any gradt of new bapply for the same; and by that nmans also 
to Icayothe jnarefaes here the more ftubject to invasion, while in itie 
meaniinaoD liew helps am preparing; to this know.not 1 whnt to 
say or hdw'lo do. Add ao much more Ji marvel thereof, as that 
having so many timet Idptten touching tHif matter, no repolutc de¬ 
termination comdth. And so between the writing' and lookii^ for 
answer, the oScasiou'cannot pass, but must needs proceed and have 
success. Go^ turn it'to his glory? but sorely all mep’s reason 
hath great cause'to fear it. .Such a push it iS now oeme unto, as 
this little snppl^ would do much good to^vanewGod's honour, to 
continue h« nujeaty's great and cae^^Jnemoty rf theml and to 
preserve a great mndy noblonien and* gbBtltMnen. If it be not now 
helpen it is gone for ever. Your good wlW and affectinn that way 
I do nothing mistrust, and herein shall takf tiicb good advice as by 
any means I can. 1 recefted fropi these two papers inclosed, 
the eSact wbWeof shdtnppeartiftto you. For those makers dmt 
captain Brickwsll brought, ^ afaBll..Mwwer you Ipaly next, and 
herewith send you two lettere Item Hr. llandatp]i:%<Ab reoeSved 
this di^. By Idtt you ^ tW ProtedUnUa m retired 

from Edenbrnw^pi, ^arUieit'tiff. ..So I iM|i wr ^ndba ft* th«r 
aid cone m l^me, if ft cbm 8|ieedvfiv|l^ tim srill not 

now so preaestly noed tbomt and eowHii say Barety iremka com¬ 
mit yoo to God. ftftis^'lhis'fd'bMPspt. ■ 


VOI.. if. 
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No. XIII. (Vol. I. p. 276.) 

The Queen to the Earl of Bedford. 

Uvov the advertisemeatfr lately received from you, with 
such other things 88 came also from the lord Sernpe and 
Thomas Randolph, and upon the whole matter well consi¬ 
dered, we have thns determined. We will, with all the speed that 
we can, send to you 30001. to be thus used. If you shall certainly 
understand that the earl of Murray hath such want of money, as the 
inipresting to him of 10001. might stand him in stead for the help to 
defend himself, you shall presently let him secretly to understand, 
that you will, as of yourself, let him have so much, and so wc will 
that you let him have, in the most secret sort that you can, when 
the said sum shall come to you, or if you .can, by any good means, 
advance him some part thereof beforehand. 

The other 20001. you shall cause to be kept whole, unspent, if it be 
not that you shall see necessary cause to imprest some part thereof 
to the now numbers of the 600 footmen and 100 horsemen; or to 
the casting out of wages of such workmen, as by sickness, or other¬ 
wise, ought to be discharged. And where we perceive, by your 
sundry letters, the earnest request of the said earl of Murray and his 
associates, that they might have at the least 300 of our soldiers to 
aid them; and that you also write, that tho’ wc would not com¬ 
mand yoi| to give them aid, yet if we would but wink at your doing 
herein, and seem to blame you for attempting such things, as you 
with the hetp of others should bring about, you doubt not but things 
would do well; you shall understand for a truth, that we have no 
intention, for many respects, to maintain any other prince's sub¬ 
jects to take arms against their sovereign; neither would we will¬ 
ingly do any thing to give occasion to make wars betwixt us and 
that prince, which has caused us to forbear, hitherto, to give you 
any power to let them be aided with any men. But now, consider¬ 
ing we take it that they are pursued, notwithstanding their humble 
submission and oiler to be ordered and tried by law and justice, 
which being refused to them, they are retired to Dumfrese, a place 
near our west marches, as it seemeth there to defend themselves, 
and adding thereunto the good intention that presently the French 
king pretendeth, by sending one of his t^join with some one of ours, 
and jointly to treat with that qnara, and to induce her to forbear 
this manner of vmlent and ^^rous proceeding against her sub¬ 
jects, for which purpose the French ambassador here with ns has 
lately written to thid;queen, whereofstnswer isdidly looked for; to 
the intent in the mean time the said lords should not be of^ressed 
and ruined for lack of some help to defend them, we are content 
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and da authorixe, if ywi shall see it aacessaiy for Uicir defence, to 
let tliem (as of your oM adventure, and ’withouf^iotirying that you 
have any direction,tharcin from us) to have the number of sol¬ 
diers, to be taken, either ia whole banda, dr to ^ drawn out of all 
your bands, as you shall see catte. And to oeyee the matter the 
better, you shall send these numbers to Carlisleiai'to be laid there 
in garrison, to defend that march, now in this time that mdi powrrs 
are 00 the other part drawing to those Aoniiers, and so from dienre, 
as you shall see cause to direct of, die same uumbers, or any of 
them, may most covertly repair to the said lords, when yoo shall 
expressly advertixe that you send them that aid only for their de¬ 
fence, and not therewith to make war against the ^icen, or to do 
•any thing that may offend her person; wherein you shall to pre¬ 
cisely deal with them, that they may perceive your care to be such 
as, if it should otherwise appear, your danger should be so groat, 
as all the friends you have could not Iw able to save you towards 
us. And so we assure you our conscience inoreiii ns to charge 
you so to proceed witlr them; for otherwise than to preserve thi m 
from ruin, we do not yield to give them aid of money or men; 
And yet we would not that cither of these were known to be our 
act, but rather to be covered with your own desire and attempt. 

No. XIV. (Vol. I; p. 2S4.) 

ItaudotpA lij Cicif, Jrom Edinburgh, Tth Feb, )5(>5-6. 

An on- M V humble duty considered ; what to write of the pre- 
giuai. gent gtate of the country I am so uncertain, by reason of 

the daily alterations of men's minds, that it makeih me much slower 
than otherwise I would. Within these few days there was some 
good hope, that this queen would lia' c shewed some fkvour towards 
the lords, and that Robert Melvin should have returned unto them 
with comfiHi upon some conditions. Since that time, there arc 
come out of France Clernau liy land, and Thometon by sea; the 
one from the cardinal, the other from the bishop of Glasgow. Since 
whose arrival neither can there be good word gcuten, nor appear¬ 
ance of any good intended them, except that they be able to per- 
swade the queen’s mljesty. our sovereign, to make her heir apipa- 
rent to the ctoun of England. I write of this nothing less than 
1 know that she hath spoken. And by all means that she thhikelh 
the best doth travaile to brin^ it to pau. Ilierc ia a band lately 
devised, in which the lata pope, the amperor, the king of Spain, 
the duke of Savoy, with divert {nincet of Italy, nnd tita qnem-mu- 
therauapacted to be of the same confederacy to maintiuii Pafustry 
through^ Chriidiaadom; tbit band was tent out of France by 
Thometon, jdid iamibteribed by tbit queen, the copy thereof re¬ 
maining with her, and the principal to be returned very shortlie, at 

Z 3 
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I hear, by Mr.,Stephen Willadn, a fifiminiater for anch a deviliali 
deriae; i|tAe co]!^ hereof may be gotten, Aat ahall be aent aa I 
conr&ieiitlymay. Monsieur Bambollet came^ this toun upon 
Monday, he spoke that night to the queen and her husband, but 
no^Jongt ^e next day he held long conferences with them both, 
but nothing came to the knowledge of any whereof they mtreated. 
I cannot speak with any that hath any hope that there will be any 
good done for the lords by hhn, tlibugh it is said that he hath 
I' good will to do so to the uttermost of'his power. He is lodged 
near to tlie court,-and liveth upon the queen’s charges. Upon 
Sunday the order is given, whereat means made to many to be pre* 
sent thai day at the mass. Upon CandlemM>day. there carried 
their candles, with the queen, her husband, the earle of Lennox, 
and eerie Atltol; divers Other lords have been called together and 
required to be at the mass that day, some have promised, as Cassels, 
Montgomerie, Seton,' Cathness. Others have refused, as Fleming, 
Levingston, Lindsay, Huntly, and Bothel; and of them all Bothel 
is the stoutest, but worst thought of; it was moved in council tliat 
mass shonld have been in St. Giles church, which I believe was ra¬ 
ther to tempt men's minds, than intended indeed: she was of late 
minded again to send Robert Melvin to negotiate with such as she 
trusteth in amongst the queen’s majesty’s subjects, of whose good 
willis this way I trust tliat the bruit is greater than the truth, but in 
these matters, her majesty is too wise not in time to be ware, and 
provide foit the worst; some in that country are thought to be privie 
unto die bands and confederacie of which 1 have written, whereof I 
am sure there is some things, tho' perchance of all I have not heard 
the truth; in this court divers quarles,. contentions, and debates, 
nothing so much sought as to maintain mischief and disorder. 
David yet retaineth still his place, not without heart-grief to many, 
that see tlndr sovereign guided chiefly by such a fellow; the queen 
hath utterly refused to do any good to my lord of Argyll, and it is 
■aid that shall be the first voyage that she will make after she is 
delivered of being with child; the bruit is common that she is, but 
hardly believed of many, and qf this, I can assure you,*that there 
have of late appeared some tokens to the contrary. 

No. XV. (Vol. I. p. 291.) 

Part of a Letter from the Earl of Bedford and Mr. Tho. Randolph to 
the Lords of the Cotmcil of England from Barukk, illh of March 
1666. Ati Origim^ in thtrCation, Library, Catignla, b. \Q.fot. 
378. ■ ^ 

' May it please yonr honours* 

tt Mtsdi, of no mayiiie matton aa we ud fpdhige 

s^ vwietie in the reports, we have myche ado to deeerne 

' ■ ^ jflt » 
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theTeritie: which imkcdi lis the ■nd Ic^oUier to put any 

thing in wrytinge to thO entente we wuld ndt that your honour^ and 
by you the qufen’a mi^tie, oar toreti|)igae, ahonid net bo adm* 
Used but of the verie trothe aa we. can possible. To Uiis end wo 
thonght go(^ to send up captaki Corewe, who tirat in Ednthaurge 
at the tyme -of the last attemptate, udio spoke there with diverse, 
and al^r that with the queen's self and h^r husband, conibrmc to 
lltht, which we have learned l^.otheM had know by this report*', 
we tend the same, confirmed by the parties self, that were there ^ 
present and ossysters unto these that were executors of the acte. 

This we fynde for oeittin, that die .queen's husband being entered 
into » vehement suspicion David, that by hym some thyhge was 
committed, which was most agaynstc the queen's honour, and hot 
to be borne of his perte, fyrste comraun^aied his mynde to Ocorgo 
Duglas, who fynding his sorrowes so great sought all the means he 
coulde to put some remedie to his griefiT; and communicating the 
same unto my lord Hullien by the king's commandment, no oUicr 
waye coulde be found then Uitd David should be taken out of tlie 
waye. 'Whereiii he was so earnest and daylye pressed die same, 
tliat no reste could be had uotyll it was put in excciitinu. To this 
that was found good, that the lord Morton, and lord Lindsaye should 
be made privie to di' intentc, that theie might have their friends at 
bande, yf neadb required; which causetl them to assemble so umy- 
ny, as theie thought sufficient against the tyroe, that this determi¬ 
nation of theirs should be put in cxeculione; which was determined 
the ixth of this instante 3 diues afore the parliament should Itcgyne. 
at wluch lime the sayde lordes were assured that the cries Aigyle, 
Morraye, Rothes and their complyces sholde have been forfeited, yf 
the king could Hot be persuaded through this means to he their 
friends: who fur the desyre be bade that this intent should toke 
effect ih’ one sraye was contente to yields, without all difficnltie to 
t’other, with this condition, that theie should give their consents, 
that he might have the crowne matrimonial. He was so impatient 
to see these tilings he satr, and were daylye brought to his eares, 
that be dayly pressed the said LordsRuthen, that there might be no 
longer deiaye; and to the intent that mygbt be manifesto unto the 
world that he approved the acte, was content to be at the doing of 
that himself. 

Upon Saturdaye at night, mdre unto vffi of the clock, the king 
conveyelb himself, dm kwd Ilbthen, George Dngioss, and two 
others, throwe his osme cbamb» by ffie privy sUyers np to the 
queei^ chamber, going to which there is a cabinet about aii foot 
oqu^ in the tome a littla low Rpoting bed and a tffide, at the 
•whieb ihejlr were sitting et die eu]^ die queene, die lady Argile. 
and DaviiTwitli bis capp upon his bead. Into the cdiinei there 



342 SCOTLAND. 

com^h in the king and lord Ruthen, who willed David to come 
forth, saying, that was no place for hioi. The queen said, that it 
was her will. Her howeband ansirarede, tl^ y* was^ against her 
honour. The lord Ruthen said, that he ijiould leme better his du- 
tie, and faring to have taken bim by the arm, David took die 
queen by the blycbtes of her gown and put himself behind the 
queen u^io wolde gladlee have saved him; but the hing havi ^ 
loosed his hand, and holding her in bis arms, David was Arustiim^ 
of the cabinet throw the bed-chamber into the chamber of i^sens, 
whar were the lord Morton, lord Lindsey, who intending that night 
to have reserved him, and the next day to hang him, so many 
being about him, that bore him evil will, one thrust ^pn into the 
boddie with a dagger, and after him a great many others^ so that he 
had in his bodie above woods. It is told for certayne, that the 
kinges own dagger was left sticking in him. Wheather be stuck 
him or not wc cannot here for certayn. He was not slayne in the 
queen's presens, as was said, but going down the stayres out of the 
chamber of presens. 

There remained a long tyme witli the queen her howsband and 
llie lord Ruthen. 8be made, as we here, great intercession that he 
shold have no harm. She blamed greadee her howsband that was 
the actor of so foul a deed. It is said that he did answer, that 
David had more companie of her boddie then he for the space of 
two months; and therefore for her honour and his own content¬ 
ment he gave his consent that he should be taken away. ** It is 
not” (saythe she) " the woman’s part to seek the husband,” and 
therefore in that the fault was his own. He said that when he 
came, she either wold not or made herself sick. “ Well,” scythe 
she, “ you have taken your last of me and your filrewell.” Then 
wetb pity^awyth the lord Ruthen, he is your majesty’s husband 
and musC^ld dutie tb each other. " Why may I not,” saythe 
she, “ leave him at well as your wife her husband ? Other 
have done the like.” The lord Ruthen said that she was lawfully 
divorced from her husband, and for no such cause as the king found 
himself greve. Besydea thta man was mean, basse, enemie to the 
nobility, shame to her, and destruction to herself and country. 
“ Well," saith she, “ that shall be dear blade to some of you, yf 
his be spylt.” God fotbid, sayth the lord Ruthen; for the more 
your gntce showe yourself ofiended, the worid will ji^ge the 
twane. 

Her husband this time speaketh lide, handf continually weep- 
oth. The Uhd Ruthen being ill at ease and weak ealie^lbr a 
di|plk. and saythe, ** This f araat do wifo yaur mijeatius. paNkm," 
aad persuadeth her in the bett sort Wapild, that.s^ would 
padiy henefr. Nothing thM could he said cauM j^fease kuu 
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la Uiit laesn time there rote a nombre in the court; to pacify 
which there went down the lord Ruthen, who went ttrayt to the 
eriet Hiintly, Bothwtdl, and Atholi, to quiet them, and to astnre 
them for the king that nothing wat intond afaintt them. These 
not withstanding taking fear, when theie heard tl\at my lord of Mur¬ 
ray would bU'there the next day, and Argile meet them, llunlly and 
i^hwell both gel out of a window and to depart. Atlioll had leave 
dwthe king wiUi Flysh and Glandores (who was lately railed Deys- 
Icy the pereon of Owiic)togo where they wold, and bring Concorde 
out e€ the court by the lord of Lidington. Theie went that night 
to such places where they thought themseivet in most sauftie. 

Before the king leaR talk with the queen, in the hering of the 
lord Ruthen she was contents that he thold lie with her that night. 
Wo know not how he * * himself, but come nor at her, and ex¬ 
cused hyniself to his friends, that he was so slecpic, that he could 
not wake in due season. 

There were in this companic two that came in with the king ; 
the oneAndrewe Car of Fawclensido, whom tlie quem snjth would 
have stroken her with a dagger, and one Patrick Uiilcntine, bro¬ 
ther to the justice-clerk, who also, her grarc saylh, off red a ihig 
against her belly with the cock down. We have becii cariie.sily m 
hand with the lord Ruthen to know the varilie; hut he assourrih 
ns of the contmric. There were in the queen's ctiainl>er the l.ird 
Robert, Arthur Arskin, one or two others. They at the tirsLoffer- 
ing to make a defence, the lord Ruthen drawd his d-iggtw, and 4 
ino weai>ons then, that were not drawn nor seen in her prcseiis, us 
we are by this lord auurcd. 

[The letter afterward gives an account of the dighi to Dunbar 
castle, whither resorted unto the lords Muiitly und Bothwell : I'liat 
the earl of MEorton and lord Ruthven find thejnselvea left by tlie 
king for ail his fair promises, bonds, and snbscripliont. Tliat hr. 
had protested before the council, that he was never consenting to 
the death of David, and that it is tore against his will; “ That of 
the great substance David had there is much spoken, some say in 
gold to the value of ll*i'. His apparel was very good, os it is 
said, 28 pair velvet hose. His chamber well furnished, armour, 
dagger, pystoletto, harquebuses, 22 swords. Of all this nothing 
spoyid or lacked saving 2 or 3 daggers. He had the custody of all 
t^ queen’s letters, which all were delivered unlooked upon. We 
hear of a juill, that be had hanging about his neck of Mme price,* 
that cannot be heard of. He had upon his bock when be iras tlayn, 
a niglg gown of damask furred, with a satlen dublet,% hoae of rus¬ 
set ^vet.*^ 
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No. XVI. 

Pmi Ilf a Letter from Bandolph to Ct^i Jan. 16, ,1566-6., 

-1 CAHVOT Ml what misfikinj; of kte thert iath-been be- 

tw n her gjace and hCT hosband, he firesseth eaxDoatly fog the 
matrimonial crown, which she is loth hastily to grant, but w il^ 
to keep somewhat in store, until she know how well he is 
enjoy such a sovereignty; 'and therefore it is-thought thatthe par¬ 
liament for a time shall be deferred, but hereof 1 c^n write no cer¬ 
tainty. 

From Mr, hmdolph's Letter to Secretory Cs^- 

i April- The justice-clerk in hard terms, more for his bro- 

mTOiiSlC tber’s cause than any desert, and as far as I can hear the 
Fioni tiie king of all other in worst, for neither hath the queen good 
original, opinion of him for attempting of any thing that was against 
her will, nor the people that' he hath denied so manifest a matter, 
being proved to be done by his commandment, and now himself to 
be the accuser and pursuer of them that did as he willed them. 
This Scott, that was executed, and f.Iurray that was yesterday ar- 
reigned, were both accused by him. It is written to me, for cer¬ 
tain, by one that upon Monday last spoke with the queen, that she 
is determined that the liouse of Lennox shall be as poor in Scot¬ 
land 'as ever it was. The earl continueth sick, sore troubled in 
mind; he staitli in the abby, his son has been once with him, and 
he once with the queen, since she came to the castle. The queen 
hath now seen all the covenants and'bands that passed between the 
king and the lords, and now findeth that.his declaration, before 
her . and council of his innocency of the death of David, was false; 
and gii eS^jl ly offended that, by their means, he should seek to 
come to me crown matrimonial. 


Part of a Letter front Randolph to Cecil, from Rerieick, ‘26th 

1566. 

-Til EH E is continually very much speech of the discord between 

the queen and her husband, so far that, that is commonly said and 
believed of himself, that Mr. James Thornton is gone to Rome to sue 
tor a divorce between them. It is very certain that Malevasier had 
not spoken with him within these three days. He is neither ac¬ 
company d nor looked upon of any nobleman : attended upon by 
certain of his own servants, and six <w seven of the guard; at li- 
b^ to do, and go where and what he will, tii^have ' no hope 
yetwmong thtmselves of quietness. .1 ... ' 

——David’s brother, named JoM|th« who came this way with 
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Maieyuicr. 'unknowu to any man here, is become tecrelary in his 
brother’s place. 

PJo. XVU. (Vol. I. p. 30-2.) 

Tke 'Earl of Brdford la Cecity 34 Augmal, 1566. 

XirB ^necB and her husband agree after the old manner, or 
istfgt.Worse. She eatetli but very seldom with him, lietb not, nor 
In^pii company with him, nor loveth any surh as love him. lie 
is so far out of her books, as at her -f^oiog out of the castle of Edin* 
bttrghr to remuro abroad, he knew nothing thereof. It cannot for 
modesty, nor with the honour of a (piccn, Iw reported what she 
said of him.'-’.One Hickman, an English merchant there, having a 
water spaniel, which was very good, gave him to Mr. Jam .'s Mcl- 
vil, who afterward, for the pleasure wliich he saw the king have 
in such kind of dogs, gave him to the king, ‘riic queen thereupon 
fell marvellously out with Melvil, and called him dissembler and 
ilattcrcr. and said she could not trust one, who would give nny 
thing to such a one as she loved not. 

The Ettr! of lii-ilfurd la C> cif, -lii". 

Til 14 disagreement between the queen nnd her husband eoiili- 
iiuctli, or rather inercaseth. llobert Melvill draw ing homewards, 
within twelve miles of Edinburgh, could not tell where to tind the 
queen; sith which- time she is ronu; to Edmhiirgh, and had not 
twelve horses attending on her. There was not then, nor that I 
can hear of since, any lord, baron, or other iiubirman in her com¬ 
pany. The king her husband is gone to Dumfermling, and passelh 
ills lime as well as be may: having at his farewell such counte¬ 
nance as would make a husband heavy at the Imwr#’ 

Sir John Fortier to Cecii,14k Srjd, from rti nrirkyO, 

Tub queen hath her husband in small estinniiioii, und the earl oi 
Lennox came not in the <)uecn's s^lit since the death of Davy. 

Sir Jain Furstrr to Cecil, I If A Vcc. 

The earl of Bolbwcll is appointed to receive the ambassadors, and 
ali things for the christening are at his lordship’s appointment, and 
the same is scarcely well liked of the nobility, as is said, llie king 
and queen is presently at Craigmillar, but in little greater familiarity 
than he was all the white past. 

Adcarlhtmadt out of SeiUtaudfrum the Earl of Bedford. 

Augoii * T|t*»Abe king and queen agreed well together two d^s 
t.tiio. Ps* afterifiir coming from ■ -, andaftnr my lord of Munwy's 
Kum u?" to Edinburgh, some new discord has hapi'Ct*"*- 

<>rigiB*l. The queen batlt declared to my lord of-Murray that iIk 
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king beifft him evil and has said^o her tivtit he is determined 
to him', finding fault that she doth bear him so much company: 
and iii }|ke manner hath willed my lord of Murray to spiere it at the 
king, vmich he did a few nights since in the queen’s pfesence, and 
in the Utearin^'of divers. The Idng confessed, that reports were 
made to him, that my lord of Murray was not bis friend, which made 
him speak that thing he repented; and the queen affirmed, that,the 
king had spoken such words unto her, and confessed before 
whole house, that she could not be content that either he or any 
other should be unfKend to ray lord of Murray. My lord of Mur¬ 
ray enquired the same stoutly, and used his speech very modestly, 
in the mean time the king departed very grieved ; hfi cannot bear 
that the queen should use familiarity either with man or woman, and 
especially the ladies of Arguilc,'Murray, and Marre, who keep 
most company with her. My lord of Murray and Bothwell have 
been at evil words for the L. of Ledington, before the queen, for he 
and Sir James Balfoure had new come from Ledington, with his 
answer upon such heads or articles as Bothwell and he should 
a^e upon, which being reported to the said earl in th» queen’s 
presence, made answer, that ere he parted with such lands as was 
desired, he should part with his life.. My lord of Murray said 
stoutly to him, that twenty as honest men us he should lose their 
lives ere he rcafte Ledington. The queen spake nothing, but heard 
both; in these terms they parted, and since, that I hear of, have 
not met. The queen after her hunting came to Edinburgh, and car- 
rycth the prince thence to .Stirling with her. This last Saturday was 
executed a servant of the lord Ruthven’s, who confessed that he 
was in the cabinet, but not of council of the fact. The queen hatli 
also opened to my lord of Murray, that money was sent from the 
pope, hqx^uch it was, and by whom, and for what purpose itwas 
brought!!^ 

No. XVIII. (Vol. I. p. 314.) 

Part of a iMtcr from Elizabeth to Marji, Fe^^O, LOfiO. A copy 

inlerUnrd bp Cecil. It contains an ansicrr to a complaining Letter of 

Mary's upon the imprisoning if the Bishop of Boss. 

—— Aftse this [i. e. Mary’s landing in Scotland] how patiently 
did I bear with many vain delays in not ratifying the treaty accorded 
by your own commissioners, whereby I received uo small unkind- 
-ness, besides the manifedd causes of suspicion that 1 might not 
hereafter trust to any writiDgs. Then fcdlowed a hard manner of 
detding with me, to inticc my subiect and near kMHSsdi, the lord 
Damly, uader ooloiir of private sahs tor had, to come into the 
realm, to proceed io treaty ofmarriage with Urn witl^t my know¬ 
ledge, yea to conclude the same without my assent or liking. And 
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how oun; UBkind parts aooompanjr’d that fact, by raceiviag of iny 
snbjecu ^at were base ninnagates and ofiienden at home, and cn> 
hansing them to places of credit against my will, witit many such 
like, f will leave, for drat the rcntembrance of the same cannot but 
be noysome to you. And yet all these did 1 as it were snpprcss and 
overcome with my natural ibclination of lore towards you; and did 
aAalward gladly, as you know, christen your son, the child of my 
that had before so unloyally oflended me, both in mar* 
riage of you, and in other iindutiful usages towards me his sovereign. 
How friendly also dealt 1 by messages to reconcile him, being yoor 
husband, to you, when others nourished discord l>etwixt you, who 
as it seemed jkad more power to work tlicir purposes, being evil to 
you both, than I had to do you good, in ret|H!ct of the evil i bad 
received. Well I will overpass your hard accidents that followed 
for lack of following ray council. And (hen in your most extremity, 
when you was a prisoner indeed and in danger of your life from 
your notorious evil willcrs, how far from my mind was the mnera- 
brance oi any former uiikindncss you had shewed me. Nay, how 
voitl was 1 of respect to the designs which the world had seen at¬ 
tempted by you to Illy crown, and the security that might have en¬ 
sued to iny state by your death, when I finding your calamity to la; 
great, tliat you were at the pit's brink to have miserably lost your 
life, did not only iiitreat foryoiir life, but sothreatned some as were 
irritated again.st yon, that I only may say it, even 1 was the princi¬ 
pal cause to save your life. 

x\o. XIX, (Vol. I. p. 32!).) 

h-/ter of Q. I'JhitUth to (J. of .S'eii/s. Thv\ merkril ou ihi hock t ilh 
Cfi il'i hamL—Vopiit Uterarum Kcgim Mttjfftuti* ad lUginam .St irfo- 
rum V'lll' JprUit. 

Paper Mabame, vousayant tropmoleiUipar M, dc Crocq, jc 
Offite. n’cussc eu si pen de consideration do von.s fusrhcrile cetu- 
k-ttre, at ks liens d^efaarik vers let niinez, et Ic* pritTcs dcs iniso 
rables ne m*y contrargnassent. Je entens que un edit a etc divalgu6 
de par vou^, madamc, que ung chascuu, que vcult justificr que una 
csti les meurtriers de votFe fen roari, et mon feu cousin, vkunciA a 
le faire le xtime de ce mois. La quelle chose, comma e’est |^ua 
honorable et neceuaire, qui en tel cas se pourra faire, nc y estant 
cache qitelque raistere ou finesse, alnsi le pere et amis du mortgea- 
talhomine m’onthumbleinent requis, qoe je vous priasse deprolnii- 
goe la joui% pour ce qu’ibt cognoissent que les inique* se sont com¬ 
bines par ftrcatfe &ire ce qoe par droict ilt ne pourront pas faire: 
partant, je ofi ptiia nudavnon pour I'amour de voiis nema, a qui il 
looche If (A ffurla consdationdes innocens, de wms estwru-i 
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le tequelfe, « elfel^; jeroit ni6, rou* 

tour]U|||# m'b3eiii6nt.«], taopcoa, de plus que aengcr 

rolofttien oayr. Poor J'amOHr de -DieC ma- 
^an^ligez de telle iincerft^ & pr^dmce en ce^ mi roe teiiche 
do a feu, qui tout le monde aye laisoa, de roue Ui4r comme in 
noceote d'ung^ Crime si eaortae. cfcpse que si ne fistes, seriez dipie- 
nieat cebloyS hors de raocz de priocesses, & nan saus caCse faite 
opprobredu vulgaire, et plutot que ccla vons a?ieane, fe rdue sou- 
haitero.. one sepulture honorable, qu’une vie maculeg; vous voiez 
nmdame, qui ^ votis traite comme ma fille, et vous prOmets. que si 
J en eusse ne luy souhaiterois mieulx, que je vous desire, comme le 
seigneur Dieu me porte tesmoignage, a qui je prie de bon cmur de 

lus de’T" Vr'® ^ 

recommendation, 

comme a icellc a qui se souharte le plus de bien, qui vous tiourra 

cnee monde avemr. De West, ce 8 jourde Jan;ier* en has£ 

No. XX. (Vol. I. p. 340.) 

* Accoimt of the sentence of divorce hetivcen the Earl of BothueU and 
M y Gordon his tcife. From a manuscript belongiuc to Mr. 
David Falconer, advocate. Fol. 455, ^ 

Upoon the 29 of Apryle 1567, before the richt hon. Mr. Robert 
Maitland, dean of Abcrdene.Mr. Edward Henryson, doctor in the 

liT*’ of justice, Mr. Clement Lit- 

tie, and Mr. Alexander Syrne, advocattis, eommissors of Edin--- 

Kinrosse. procurator for Jean Gourdounc 
wontess of Bothwell constitute be her for parsewing of ane proces 
divorcement intendit by her contra James erie Bothwel herhus- 
ban.1 fo|«dultry, committed be him vrith Bessie Crawfurde the 

^ared Mr. Edmond Hay, who efter he had pursued.ahd craved 
the pursuers procurator’s oath de calumnia. if he had just caus to 

„*““.** ®“‘* "IJlained it, denyt^ tlie libell, and the 

8^ Mr. Harrio took the morne, the last day of Apryle, to prove 
the same pro prioa. The quhilk day, having produced some wit- 

."gy*’ “®‘°®’‘ '^®y> being the 1 of May, to do fiiriher di- 

hg«ice. Upon the quhilk I of May, be produced some moe wlt- 
nmes, and renounced farther probatioune. After quhilk, he de- 
a term to be assigned to pronounce sentence.. To whom the 
commissars assigned Satterday next, Uie SofMay, to pro- 
^nce sentence therein, secundum alegaU et probat*, quUk 
Mrdingly i^u jgiven that day in favour of pnisewar. 

‘ A mnliAr is ibe d«ic cenveted with CeijU', hud VUl 
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At th« same ltiei« wu anothw pro«el iatondit btf the rr1 
or Bothwcll eontr hit lady, for to base ^irtearria^ decia«^ nal, 
as being contracted against the canons, vithout atKspensatiott, nd 
he and his lady being witfutt degrees defenditud, vis. ferdis^a kfa, 
and (hat wyiib for expeding of this procet,' there whs 'a MMtnis> 
sioune grantit to the archbishop of St. Androis to cOgno^ and dc- 
terqiine it, and Ro*. bishop of l)unkcld, William bbb'ojiL of Dun* 
bliuie,,AIr. Aodro Craiifurd chanon in Glasgow and parson of Egel- 
shame, Mr. Alexander Creichtoun, and Mr. George Cooke, chau* 
ci'llor of Dunkrid, and to Sir. Jobne Maiulerstooni', cimnoii in Dim* 
bar and prebendnr of Beltoune, or any ane of them. Tbb eomnih* 
sionc is datit 27tli Aprite 15f'*T, was presented to two of the saids 
eommissioners, viz. Mr. And'. Crawfnrd and Mr. .luhn Manders- 
(outip on Sall<Ttl.ay 3 .May, by .Mr. Thoina'; llcpburne parson of 
Auliiliaiustocks, prcK.'iirator for the erle of Hoihvvell, whu aei'epted 
the di Icgatiuune, and gave nut their citation liy precept, diicrtcd 
Decano Christiuuilalis dc lladlngtonne, nec non vicaiiu sen curato 
eerie, parochiip de Crcielitoune, sen ciiieuiit|; alteri cup|H llano de¬ 
bit! requisitis, fur summoning, at the said erle's instunce, hath of 
the lady personally if she could Iw? had, or otlierways nt the (Mritsehe 
kerk of Crcielitoune the liiue of service, or at her dwelling plan: 
before witiiisses, primo, secundo, tertio et p<-rem|)toric, nnieu tameii 
conlextu protujilice ediclo. .‘Vnd likeways to be witnesses in the 
said matter, Alex, b'sliopof (iailoway, who did inaiTy the ssidctlc 
and his lady in Hulcrud-luuis kirk, in T'eb. l.Vi.i, sir Juliii Ban- 
iiatyiie of Auehnole, justice ch’rk, Mr. Robert (ociclitouri of Klliok, 
the queen's pdvocate, .Mr. David (Mialiners, provost of Creiclilouti 
and chancellor of Ross, Michael abbot of Mulross, and to com* 

pear before the said judges or any one of them in St. Geil's kirk in 
Ed' on Monday the of May, he thamselves, or their procurators. 
Upon the .said ,? day, Mr. John Mamlerstouu, (Uk of tha'jiid^V 
deiegat only being present, compeared the same procurators for 
both the parties that were in the former proces, .tlr. Kdiniiiul llay 
Two words ( articulatlie ) and some of the witnesses 

'aiito?* summoned produced, and received for pro.iiig the same. 
illcgiUr. The said procurator renounced farder probatiounc, and the 
Judge assigned the moriic, the btii of May, ad piiblicandum pro* 
ducta, nerape depositioiies ipsonim testium. The qnhilk day, pest 
pnblicatas, depositiones pnedictas, .Mr. Hen. Kinrosse, procurator 
for the lady instanter objecit objectiunes juris gtncraliter, crintra 
producta, lusupet rennneiavit ulteriori defensioni; proinde conclusa 
de coDs^u procuratorum hinc indc causa, judex {ireedictus staluii 
crastlnum di^ pro tenuina, ad pronunciandum suam sciitentiam 
deBnitivam, ^;&ducOs ‘coram eo, in pratsenti causa et processu. 
Conform heiwitd, oft’’ Wednesday the 7th of May, the said ju^lgc 
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$ave «ut bii^tlMll^ce in faVoor of the ^rie, deelaHog tho'raarriage 
t(j> be^ iniil ftom the beginnitig, m' respect of their 

c<yn0i j [^BCfr iia,filood, which hindered their lawful marnage without 
'A dl^ntad^ obtained of hefoir4v 

No. XXL (V^. I. p. 343.) 

J Letter England concerning the Murder of King Hemy Ddmley. 
£,af Mar- Havuto the commodity of this beaiar Mr. Clark, I 
tho’t good to write a few words unto you. 1 have reC 
Bundle'B. some writs froiii you, and some I have seen lately sent to 
No. *5. others from you, as namely to the earl of Bedford of 
the t6th of May. I have participat the contents thereof to such 
as I thought meet', this mekle 1 can assure you ; the intelligence 
given hithere by the French was untrue, for there was not one Pa¬ 
pist nor. Protestant which did not consent that justice should be 
done, be the queen my sov" aid and support, against such as had 
committed that abominable ill murder in your country; but to say 
truth, the lack and coldness did not rise from such as were called 
to council, but from such as should give life and execution there¬ 
unto. And further, I assure you, I never knew no matter of estate 
proponed which had so many Favourers of all sorts of nations as 
this had: yea, I can say unto you, no man promoted the matter 
wid) greater affection, thait the Spanish ambassador. And sure I 
am that no man dare openly be of any other mind, but to affirm that 
whosoevor is guilty of this murder, handfasted with advoutrr, is un¬ 
worthy to live. 1 shall not need to tell you, which be pur letts, and 
stayes from all good things here. You are acquainted with them 
as well as I. Neds 1 must coufesg, that Kowioever we omit occa¬ 
sions of benefit, honour, and surety; it behoveth your whole nobi¬ 
lity, and namely surh as before and after the murder were deemed 
to allow of Bodwcll, to prosecute with sword and Justice the punish¬ 
ment of those abominable acts, though we lend you but a cold aid, 
and albeit you, and divers others, both honourable and honest, be 
wall known to me,, and sundry others here, to be justifiable in all 
their actions and dmngs; yet think ndt the contrary but your whole 
nation is blemished and infamit by these don^gs which lately 
paased among you. What we shall do I know not, neither do I 
write unto you assuredly, for we be subject unto many mutations, 
and yet I think we shall either aid you, or continue in the defence 
and safeguard of your prince, so as it appear to us that you mean 
his safeguard indeed, and not to run the fortune of France, which 
will be your own destruction i^ou be unadvised. 1 know n*t one, 
no not ..onsc ^any quality or estaM in this country^ which does 
allow oHbe queen your soverugn, butwoidd .gladly^ world were 
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lid of lief, so as ^ same were done witliout farther slander, that is 
to say by ordinary justice. This 1 send the 33d of May. 

No. xxn. (Vol. I. p. 350.) 

Pnrt of a l,et ter from Sir NkoUu Tkrokmnrt<m to CttU, llM of'Juiu 
1561, from BervicM, 

Anorigiiul. —Stu.^ourlctter of the 6ih of July, I received the 10th 
at Berwick. I am sorry to see that the queen’s majesty's 
disposition altereth not towards the lords, for when aH is 
done, it is they which must stand her more in stead, than the queen 
her cousin, and will be better instrumcMits to work sonic bciiefito 
and quietness to her majesty and her realm, than the queen of 
•Scotland which is void of good fame. 

A 1 setter from Sir kotos T/imlmorfon to i'l i-it, from P'a*li (i\tlr, 
\it/i of Jttl)) 1667. 

Paper Of- as yow might perceive by my letior of the 11th 

July, I lodged at Fastcastle that night aceonq>.iiiycd with 
the lord Hume, the lord of Ledington, and .James M< Ivin, where: 

1 was entreated very well according to the state of the place, which 
is fitter to lodge prisoners than folks at liberty, as it is very little, ■ 
so it is very strong. By the conferenpe I have had with the lord 
of Ledington, 1 find the lords his associates and he hath left nothing 
unthougbt of, which may be cither to thir danger or work them 
suerty, wherein they do not forget what good and harme France may 
do tliem, and likewise they consider the same of Kngland; but iis 
farr as I can perceive, to be plain with yow, tin ;, lind more |KTril to 
grow unto them through the queen’s majesty's de;diiig than eitlicr 
they do by the French, or by any contrary faction ainongest them¬ 
selves, for they assure themselves the queen wdl leave them in the 
bryers if tlicy run her fortoun, and though they do acknowledge 
great benefit as well to them, as to the realm of England by her 
majesty’s doings at Leith, whereof they say mutually her majeaty 
and both the realms have received great fruit: yet upon other ac¬ 
cidents which hthre chanced since, they have observed such things 
in her majesty’s doings as have ended to the danger of such, as 
she hath dealt withal, to the overthrow of your own designments, 
and little to the suerty of any party: and upon these considerations 
and discourses at length, methinketh I find a disposition in them, 
that either they mind to make their bargain with France, or else do 
deal neither w^ France nor yow, but to do what they shall think 
meet'for theirj||ate and suerty, and to use their rHae^s as occa- 
tion shall axaf^mem ; meaning neither to irritate France dor Eng- 
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land, i^jj0,8Hch .time ^ fhieyi^Ve made llieVbargain assuredly 
with for thipy think.U connftii.«nt to proceed with yow 

b»|^;fo* a wtop'-pari^asu, for ^a.|; was my l(^ of Ledington’s 
tenRi. 1 they take to'matter very ui^ndl^that no 

jbet^^^tostrer is'niadetd||ie lettw, whick‘the lorda difeend to 
.^r inaJestyS'.and likiwise’ that ths^^hear nothing ffonfytw to their 
■atiBfactibn,ihavh answered as w4l^^Ic^,an'd^^Teal|e(^gad dieir 
own proce^Ogs so' oBsharely with “w^ueen, anSth# racH«^y. 
hath occationed this that is yet happened, and thjl^rcre ina> 
jesty ha^ sent me to.the end 1 may inform her thtffl^hli^ of the 
state, of the matters, and upon tlie declaration of their mmos and 
intents to such purposes as shall be by me proposed on her majesty’s 
behalf untothem, they shall be reasonably and resolutely answered. 
At these things the lord of Ledington smiled and shook his head, 
.ihnd said it were better for us yow would let us alone, than neither 
to do 09 nor yourselves good, as I fear me in the end that will 
prove ; ‘S'i if there be any. truth in Ledington, Le Cn^ iO gone to 
procure’Hamboilet bi^odting hither, or a man of like' quality, and 
.to deHver them of their queen for ever, who shall lead her life in 
*^ance in an abbey reclnsed, the prince at the French devotion, the 
realm governed by a council, of their election of the Scottish nation, 
^e forts. committed to the custody of such as shall be chosen 
•amongst themselves'. As yet I find no great likelihood that I shiiill 
have access to the queen: it.is objected they may not so'displease 
the French king, unless they were sure to find the queen of Fpgland 
a good ^ud; and when they once by my access tp the queen have 
offended*'the French, theni^ey say yow will make your profit 
thereof to their undoing; and as to the queen’s liberty, which was 
the first head that I proposed, they Said thfil thereby they‘did per¬ 
ceive that the queen wants their undoing, fbt as for the rest of the 
matters it was but folly to talk at' them, the liberty going before; 
but sajd they, if you will do us no good, do us no barm, and we 
will provide for Ourselves. In the end they said, we shall refuse 
our own commodity, before they concluded with any other, which 
I should hear of at my coming to Edin'.; by.my.next I hope toseud 
yovr the band concluded by Hamiltons, Argyll, Hunily, and that 
faction, not so much to the prejudice of the lords hf Edin', as that 
' which wa's sent into nance, ThoshaVingnb more leisure^ but com¬ 
pelled to leap ou horseback vtith the lords to go to Edm', I humbly 
take my leave of from Fastcastle the 12tfa Jqly 1^7. 
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To Sir Nic(Au Throkmeirtl^/jbeing im Scoihn^. By ihe fht 

.XarsTY an4^well-l)i^ved we greet you well; though 
we iink that the causes will, ttften change npo^ vhriety 
. of accidents, we thin^for sundry respects, TOt amiss, 

th{^,av^w ^E^ideal with thA lords having charge ^.the young 
prince for the committing of Mm into our realin, so snail yow also 
do well, in tre'l^ with the queen, to offer her that where her realm 
appeareth to be subject to sundry troubles from time to time, and 
thereby (as it*is manifest) her son cannot be free, if she shall be 
contented that her son may enjoy suerty and quietness, within this 
our realm, being so near as she knows it is ; we shall not fmll to 
yield her as good suerty therein for her child, as can be devised for 
any drat might be our child born of our own body, and shall be 
glad to shew to her therein the trew effect of nature; and herein 
she may be by yow remembred how much good may ensue to her 
son to be nourished and acquainted with our country: and there¬ 
fore, all things’considered, this occation for her child, were rather 
to be sought by her and the friends of him, than offered by us; 
and to this end, we mean that yow shall so deal with her, both to 
stay her indeed from inclining to the French practise, which is to 
us notorious, to convey her and the prince into France, and also to 
avoid any just offence that she might hereafter conceive, if she 

should hear that we should deal with the lords for the prince. 

> * 

Sir Nicolas Throkmorton to Queen EHzabetk, 14fA July 1567, from 

Edinburgh. 

An Origi- It moy please your majesty to be advertized, 1 did sig¬ 
nal. Pa- nifie unto Mr. Secretary, by my letters of the 11th 4nd 
per Office, j 2th of July, the day of mine entry into Scotland, the 
causes of my stay, my lodging at jFastcastle, a place of the lord 
Hume’s where I was met by the said lord and by the lord Liding- 
ton, and what had passed in conference betwixt us, whilest I was at 
the said Fasteastle. Siuce which time, accompanyed with the lords 
aforessud, and dlith 400 horses by theis appointment for my better 
conduct, I came to Edin'the 12th of this present. The 13th being 
Sunday appointed for a sslemne communion in this town, and also 
a solemne ^st being published, I could not have conference with 
the lords which be assembled within this town, as I desired, that is 
to say, the earls of Atbole and Morton, the lord Hume, the lord of 
Lidi^ton, Sir James Balfour, capttun of the castle, Mr. James 
M'Gill, and the presi jint pf'^e session. 

Nevertheiftll I made means by the iQXd of Lidington that ^ey 
VOl, II. 2 A 




1 likewise 

to }9,a00^iimtti l' ai[^ lfe<^i^j.-1 Wat 'ant wered by 

tneln day ij||fv'^ittmed tacr^. exercises, 

stfch at UjeiW*iil*th 0 '%oua<«_tt^ consult uj^n, any rooyen 
^cluBj^ toy accdsilWntp tMm and mj conference witihT them, and 
P^,also^ thatin c^l^’thcy'wonld come to me, or I 

sj^tu^l^af ^em. About 4 the rloclt in the afternoon, 
the said 13tb day, the lord of LidingtOn came to iny todgipgs, and 
declared oc^ toe, on the behdf of the lords and othefi, that they 
ie<|uired toe to have patience, though they had defierred my con¬ 
ference witli them, which was grounded principally upon the ab¬ 
sence of t!Mt,earles of Mar and Giencairn, the lords Semple, Crigh- 
ton, and others of the council, saying also that they did consider 
the matters which I was on your behalf to treate with them of, 
wereof great importance, as they coiild not satisfy nor conveniently 
treate with me, nor give me answer without the. advice of the 
lords, and others their associates; the lord of Lidington also said 
unto me, that where he perceived, by his private conference with 
me in 'my journy hitherwards, that I pressed greatly to have speedy 
access to die queen, their sovereign, he perceived by the lords and 
ediers which were here, that in that matter there was great diffi¬ 
culty for many respects, but specially because they had refused to 
the French ambassador the like dccess, which being granted unto 
me, might greatly offend the French, a matter which they desired 
and intended to eschew; for they did not find by your majesty’s 
dealings ykh them hitherto, that it behoved them to irritate the 
French l^ng, and to lose his favour and good intelligence mth 
him. I answered, that as to their refusal made unto the French 


ambassador, Monsieur de Ville Roye was dispatched, forth of 
France before these accidents here happened, and his special errand 
was to impeach the queen’s marriage with the earle of Botbel (for 
so indeed since my coming hither 1 learned bis commission tended 
to that end, and to make offer to the queen of another marriage):. 
and as to Monsieur de Crocq, he could have no order forth of 
France concerning these matters, since they happened; and there¬ 
fore they might very well hold them suspected to have conference 
wiffi the queen, least they might treate of matters in this tkne with¬ 
out instrsotions/aud so rather do band then good: but your ma^ 
jesty being advertised of ^1 things which had chanced, had sent 
me hither to treat them, for the' well of the realm! for the con¬ 
versation of their honors aod credit, and jEorjheirsaerty; and I 
might boldly say unto him; that your majesty had better deserved 
than thW French had. IjEe said, for own part, he was much 
I^Mind unto yt^ majesty, and had always fbund great favour and 
^(l^jirtesy in Boland; b«^ be. plain with you. Sir, a^ed he, there 



W’great" oW%«tion. 

. »t if tfae.Fwn^ kiiiga,’for 

earle9 of']plM||%dwehcwwiW'tli« which toiSi’ 

benefitjby Jhoiqneeng majesty*;jiu4 £^th;‘ & reaCpf.the aoUe* 

men were not in the action; and we'^ihk, aai^ thp. queen* 
maje*ty your sovereign, by the opinion of her o’lhi piptnicii, and di 
the world, took as great benett by that charge as the M«lm of 
Scotland, or any particular person; and not to talk midk as an 
anabassador, but with Sir Nicholas Throkmcnton, my lord Morton, 
and such as were in pain for the death of Davie, fraud but cold 
favour at the queens majestys hands, when they were banished forth 
of their own country; but I would all our whole company were as 
well willing to accomplish the queen your sovereigns intents and dlt- 
sircs as 1 am; for mine own part, I am but one, and that of the 
meaned sort, and they be many noblemen, and such as have great ‘ 
interest in the matter; mary, yow shall be assured I will imploy 
myself to' imploy my credit, and all that 1 may do, to satisbe the 
queen your mistress, as much as lyeth in me, and for your O'wn 
part you have a great many friends in this assembly; with many 
other good words. But for conclusion I must take this for an an¬ 
swer, to stay untill the other lords were come, and thereupon I 
thought meet to advertize your majesty what hath passed,'andhow 
far forth I have proceeded: your expectation being great to hear 
from hence. 

And now to advertize your majesty of the state of all things, as 
1 have learned since my doming hither, it may please yrar majesty 
to understand as followeth. 

The queen of Scotland remaineth in good health in the castle of 
Lochlevin, guarded by the lord Linsay and Lochleven, the owner of 
the house; for the lord Ruthven is imployed in another commission, 
because he began to show great favour to the queen, and to give 
her intelligence. She is waited on with 5 or 6 ladys, 4 or 5 gentle¬ 
women, and 2 chamberers, whereof one is a French woman. The 
earle of Buchan, the earle Murray’s brother, hath also liberty to 
come to her at his pleasure; the lords aforesaid, which have her in 
guard, doe keep her very straitly, and, as far as I can perceive, their 
rigour proceedeth by their order from these men, because that the 
queen will uot by any means be induced to lend her authority to 
prosecute the murder, nor will not consent by any perswasion to 
abandon the lord Bothell for ber husband, but avoweth constantly 
that she will live and die with him; and- smth, that if it ware put to 
ber choice to relinquish her crown and kingdom, or the lord Dothell, 
she would leave her kingdom and dignity, to go as a simple damsell 
with him, th^ she will nevei; consent thet ^#hall fore worse 
or have mqre harm th^ hersdf. . 
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And, as far aal can perceive, the prmcipall ca^g^ of her detention 
is, for thattheie-hirds' do see the queen being of so fervent aff^tion 
towards &e 6arle Bothell ag. she isv and being pnt at, a^hey should 
be compelled to be in contihuall arms, and to have occasion of many 
battles, he being with mahifrat evidence notoriously detected to be* 
the prin^all murderer, and the lords meaning prosecution of jus¬ 
tice agaihst him according to his merits. 

The lords mean also a divorce betwixt the queen and. him, as a 
marriage not to be suffered for many respects, which''separation 
cannot take place if the queen be at liberty, and have power in her 
hands. . . . 

The^ domot also forget their bvVn perill, conjoin’d with the dan¬ 
ger of the prince, lj«t as far as I can perceave, they intend not 
either to^toucfa the queen in suerty or in honor, for they do speak 
of her with respect and reverence, and do afi^m, as 1 do learn, that 
the conditions aforesaid accomplished, they will both put her to 
liberty, and restore her to her estate. 

These lords have for the guard of their town 450 harqubushers 
which be in very good order, for the enterUunment of which com- 
panys, untiil all matters be compounded, they did sue unto your 
majesty to aid them with such sum of money as hath been men¬ 
tioned to Mr. Secretary by the lord Sof Lidingtons writting, amount¬ 
ing as I perceive to ten or twelve thousand crouns of the 

They were lately advertized that the French king doth mind to 
send hither Monsieur de la Chapell des Ursine, a knight of the 
French order, and always well affectionate to the house of Guyse; 
and howsdever La Forest, Villaroy, and Du Crocq have used lan¬ 
guage in the queens favour and to these lords disadvantage there, 
to your m^esty; La Crocq doth carry with him |uch matter as 
shall be little to the queen’s advantage; so as it is thought the 
French king, upon his coming to his presence, will rather satisGe 
the lords than pleasure the queen; for they have their party so well 
made, as the French will rather make their profit by them, than any 
dther gay. 

HereWidi I send your majesty the last bond agreed on, and signed 
by the Hamiltons, the earl of Argyll, Hundy, and sundry others, at 
Dumbarton. 

Nevertheless, since my commg to this town, the Hamiltons have 
sent nnto.'me a gentleman of their surname, named Roteit Hamil¬ 
ton, vpth a letter from' die bishop of St. Andrew’s, f^’lhe abbot 
of Arbroth, the copy wherepf I send your mqjes^, andtli^e answer 
unto them, referring to the bearer the declaration of soine things as 
these did by hinr unto me.. ' 

Tlie earle df:Argyll hath, in like manner, sent another unto me 
with a letter aim crbdit; I kftVe used him as I did the pthers’, the 

.''iv ' ' i ' • ■ , *• 
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coppy of both vilich letters I senH your majesty also. The lord 
Harrys hath dso seat unto me but not written, and 1 have returned 
unto him inlUt^ sort. 

• Against the. 20th day of this month there is a generall assembly 
of all tho churehes, shires, and boroughs towns of this'realm, namely 
of sudti as be contented to repair to these lords of this tows, .where 
it is thought jthe^whole state of this matter will be handd(^, and 
I fear me asiich to the queen’s disadvantage and danger: unless 
the lord of Lidington and some others which be best affected unto 
her do’provide some remedy; for I perceave the great number, and 
in manner all, but chiefly the common people, which have assisted 
in these doings, do greatly dishonour the queen, and mind seriously 
either her deprivation, or her destruction; 1 used the best means 
I can (considering the fiirie of the world here) to prorogue, this as¬ 
sembly, for that appeareth to me to be the best remedy; 1 may not 
speak of dissolution of it, for that may not be abiden, and I should 
thereby bring my self into great hatred and peril. The chiefest of 
the lords which be here present at this ttfltedare not show so much 
lenity tb the queen as I think they could be contented, for fear of 
the rage of the people. The women be most furious and impudent 
against the qiiteen, and yet the men be mad enough; so as a stranger 
over busie may soon be made a sacrifice amongst them. 

There wSu a great bruit that the Hsuniltons with their adherents 
would put their force into the fields against the 24th‘of this month, 
but I do not find that intent so true as the common bruit gocth. 

The earle of Argyll is in the Highlands, where there '» trouble 
among his own countrymen. 

The earle of Lennox is by these Idrds much desired here, and t 
do believe your^nfhjesty may so use him, and direct him, as he shall 
be able to promote your purpose with these men. 

The earle of Argyll, the Hamiltons and he be incompatible.- 

I do find amongst the Hamiltons, Argyll, and the company, two 
strange and sundry humours. 

Hamiltons do make shew of the liberty of the queen, and prose¬ 
cute that with great earnestness, because they would have these 
lords destroy her, rather than she should be recovered from them 
by violeiice; another time they seem to desire her liberty and B'oth- 
well’s destruction, bedause they would compass a marriage betwixt 
the queen md the 16rd of Arbroth. 

The eade"^ -Argyll doth affect her liberty, and Bothwell’s de- 
structiqn, b^use he would marry the queen to his brother. 

And yet neither of them, notwithstanding their open concurance 
(as appeareth by their bond), doth discover thei^minds' to each 
other, nor mind one end. Knox ib i^t hejm, but %(he west parts: 
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brand Vert.oC,t^ ministets will ben i^lbe ^e&t asKtably, 
wboB aagtecby against the que^n I fe||r U m^h as anj;^iba&’a. 

6]^ sonu^ conference'wl^ 'l biid.'witb'soBiie tbiff^Ctmncill, me 
tbitteth that tbej^wi intelligence that there is a dispointioaita the 
queen^oFi^dand to leave fbis re&lm, and to retire herielf either 
into>EngIand or Into France, but most willingly into England, for 
Inch —M Bnd'iniBli}dng8 as ibe knoweth ha& beep, and is meant 
onfo her'ih Francer leaving the regiment either to a number of per* 
sonsdeleagued and authorized by her, or to some one or more. 

And it may please your mqjesty, I think it not amiss to put yow 
bk remembrance, that in case the said queen come into England by 
yOur allowance, without the French king's consent, she shall loose 
her dowery in France, and have little or nothing from hence to en¬ 
tertain her; and in case she do go into France with the king's Con¬ 
tentment, she may be an instrument (if she can recover favour, as 
t|fae will help to cancell her disgrace) either by matching with some 
husband of good quality, or by some other devise, to work new 
unquietness to her own country, and so consequently to your ma¬ 
jesty’s. 

Iherefore it may please your majesty to consider of this matter, 
and to let me know your pleasure with convenient speed, how 1 
shall answer the same, if it be propounded unto me, either by the. 
queen or by the coubdll, as a' piece of the end and composition. 
For I am sure, of late, she hath seemed very desirous to have the 
matter brought to pass that she might go into England, retaining 
her estate and jurisdiction in herself, though she do not exercise it; 
and likewise 1 understand that some of diis council whichdte least 
affected to her safety do think there is no other way to save her. 
Thus Almighty God preserve your majesty in hlahh, honour, and 
all felicity. At Edin'. the I4th July 1567. 

‘Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to Queen Elizabeth, the IStA July 1567, 
from Edinburgh. 

Anoii- It may please your majesty, yow might perceave by 
^*L Ps- my letters of the 16th, how far I had proceeded with 
per Office, )ords, and what was their answer; sinch whith 
time 1 have spoken particularly with the eaiie Morton, the lord of 
Lidington, and Sir James Balfour captain of this cas^ji&aa, whose 
hamjte I oasnot perceave that u yet access to the Loch- 

leven will be granted me, staying themselveS 'Still by die pbsenee 
yfl the lordii and others t^h aMociates, which (disy say) Aey look 
fyt within two days; and fct that 1 find, by lik^cod and {^parent 
{sreftmptipnsi'ikat mine accen to the queen Vrdl hardly be cra°^’^> 
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I lATA tlH»Bght foodni* to defer Aia ditpatdi until! I have a reso- 
liite answer in tbiU matter. 

May it therefore please your majesty^stoUnderatand, Robert Mel¬ 
vin returned from the queen in Lochlev^a, to t^ town, the 6th of 
Jidji and brtrugbt a letter from her writteq of her own hand to these 

lordsrwhich doth contain, as I understand, matter as folipweth__ 

A request onto .them to have consideration of her hea^, and if 
they will not put her to liberty, to change the place of restraint to 
the castle of Stirling, to the end she might have the comfort and 
company of her son, and if they will not change her from Lbchle- 
TeD, Bhe required to have some other gentlewomen about her, nam¬ 
ing none. 

To have her apothecary, to have some modest minister.-To 

have an imbroiderer to draw fortli such work as she would be oc- 

cujried about, and to have .a varlet of the chamber.-Touching 

the government of the realm she maketh two offers, which are but 
generally touched in her letter, the particularitys be not specified, 
butrefered to Robert Melvin’s credit, thb one is to commit it only 
and wholly to the earle of Murray, the other is to the lords whose 
names ensue, assisted with such others as they shall call unto them, 
that is to say, the duke of Cbattelrault, the earls of Morton, Mur¬ 
ray, Manr, and Glencairn. ■* 

She hath written unto them that I might have access unto her. 

-‘She requireth further, that if they will not treat her and regard 

her as their queen, yet to use her as the king their sovereign’s 
daughter (whom many of'them knew) and as their prince’s mother. 
—She will by no means yield to abandon Bothell for her husband, 
nor relinquish him; which matter wjll do her most harm of all, and 
hardeneth theq|) lords to great severity against her. 

She yieldeth in words to the prosecution of the murder. 

I have the means to let her know that your majesty hath sent me 
hither for her relief. 

I have also persuaded her to conform herself to renounce Bothell 
for her husband, and to be contented to suffer a divorce to pass 
betwixt them j she hath sent me word that she will in no way^ con¬ 
sent unto that, but rather die; grounding herself upon this reason, 
taking herself to be seven weeks gone with child, by renouncing 
Bothell, she should adiinowledge herself to be with cMld of a bastard, 
and to hi^^prfeited her honour, which sheViUnoit do to die for it; 

I hav^palRfeaded her to save her own life and her child, to «Iioose 
the least 1ilt^ condition. 

Mr. Knox airived here in this tevm the 6th of this month, with 
whom 1 have had some conference, said with Mr. Craig also, the 
other miaistm' of this town. 

I have peiiwaded with them pi^i^h and p^tnrad lenity. I 
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,^e biibop ofGi^ow^, uqjle to tlie eiitle of Hant^ hath sent 
hi^er to^^se loi^,* that his nephetir4ite sirle and soine others of 
thii^ side^^y^ at lanlithgow, or at Stirling, have some communica¬ 
tion w|th some appointed on'this stdei'usoring them that there is a 
g 9 od disposition in the lords of the other party to concnrre with 
theseji^suring further that they wUl not dissent for triffles oc nnne- 
cessa^'things, and-(as I am given to understand) they can be 
pleashd.the queen’s restraint be continu’d untill the murder be pur¬ 
sued in all persons, whereby the separation of the queen and Bothell 
is implyed, the preserva^on of the prince, the security for all men, 
add a good order taken for the governance of the realm in tranquillity. 

Captain Clerk, which hath so long served in ll^nmark, and served 
at Newhaven, did the 16th of this month (accompaaayed with one 
of his soldiers, or rather the soldier as the greater fame gqeth) kill 
one 'Wilson a seaman, and such a one as had great estimation with 
these lords, ,.both for his skill, his hardyness, honesty, and wiUihg- 
nep in this action; Whereupon Clerk hath retired himself; their 
quarrel was about the ship which took Blacketer, which ship was ap¬ 
pointed by these lords to go to the north of Scotland to impeach 
the passage of the earle Bothell, in case he went either to the isles, 
or to cmy other place; by the death of this man this enterprise was 
dashed. ^ 

The bishop of Galloway is come to Linlithgow, and doth desire 
to speak with the lord of I,idihgton. 

The abbot of Killwinning hath sent for Sir Janies Balfour, cap¬ 
tain of the castle, to have conference with him. 

4j? ? wrote unto your majesty in my last, the Hamiltons now find 
mo^^Ster tq disever these lords and them asunder, but would con- 
ctitrw all mings (yea in any extremity against the queen) so as 
that 'they might be assured .the prince of Scotland were crouned 
king, and Should die without issue, that the earle of Lenox’s son 
living should not idfaerit the croun of this realm, as next heir to 
his nephew. • ' A 

And although the lords and counceldrs speak reveroKy; mildly, 
and charitably of their queen, so as I cannbt ga ther by their speech 
my intention-to cruelty or violence, yet I .do fin^ .by intelligence, 
iut the qnm is in very great peril of: her life, by reason that the 
people assembled this cohrentiotamind vehemently the de¬ 
struction el-heti., 
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; an thsvpeople, and among8t;?w 

tihat queen' hath no mdti^ 
liberty l>or p^tege coaan^t murder nor adulteiy, than any other 
private neither by God's lasre, nor bj^ thie laws of tte 

realm. !’■ 

Thie earl oCPothel], and all his adherents and awdcihtes,‘be put 
to thehom by the ordinary justice of this town, naebe^ the lords 
of the session; and commandment given to all sbirriffs, andaU other 
officers, to aj^rehend him, and all other his followers and receip¬ 
tors.—The earl of Bothell’s porter, and one of his other servitors 
of his chamber, being apprehended, have confessed such sundry 
circumstances, as it appeareth evidently, that he, the said earl, was- 
one of the principal executors of (he murder, in his one person, ac- 
companyed with sundry others, of which number I cannot yet cer¬ 
tainly learn the names but of three of them, that is to say, two. of 
the Ormistons of Tivotdall, and one Hayborn of Bolton; the lords 
would be glad that none of the murderers should have any favour 
or receipt in England, and hereof their desire is, that the officers 
upon the border may be warned; Bothell doth still remain in the 
north parts, but the lord Seaton and Fleming, which have been 
there, have utterly abandoned him, and do repair hitherwards.— 
The. intelligence doth grow daily betwixt these lords, and those 
whi(^ held of; and notwithstanding these lords havfe sent a hun¬ 
dred and fifty harqubushers to Stirling, to keep the town and pas¬ 
sage from surprise; and so have, they done in like manner to St. 
Johnston, which be the two passages from the north and west .to 
this town, I do understand the captain of Dunbar is much busied 
in fortifying that place; I do mervile the carriages be not impeached 
otherwise than they be. 

Of late this queen hath written a letter to the captain of the said 
castle, which hath been surprised; and thereby matter is discovered 
which maketh little to the queen’s advantage. 

Thus having none other matter worthy your majesty’s knowledge, 
I beseech God to prosper your majes^ with long life, perfect, 
health, and prosperous felicity. At Edinburgh the 18th of July, 
1567. 


Letter of Sir Nicholas Trokmorton to the Right Honourable the Earlof 
Lekes^. Knight of the Order, and one of the Lordtof her Majesty's 
most -ffemtivble Privy Council 

my former, dispatches sent to her majesty, and 
July, iser. Mr.,.Secretary, since the 12th of July, ypur lordship 
perceived the sUte of this country, and to 
the. original, what.end these matters'lie like to come. So as not to 
trouble your Iqrdship with many words; this qutifen is like .very 
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slHlftfy to be depnted jtoyal-^tate, ^ BOn i» ^.i^^iad 

kingj^itad she, detwed-Kii^ p|i 80 ii*;Trith%^, tins md the 

same & bg gov«B«rf in the Idng'B'nnne, by fc niineel, con- 
“ ri'o^ tlie ni(fciKly,ihnd,other wis^ men of fliis realm;, 

;s;rta#e'^»thai4-"'^- 

lod 


_ er and abilJ^fe d^ny thing' 
b’s ^jestyi^d,^^ England, 

will chie%^-8ndia^&a^er'ljctoUV>t^8t in hands Of these lords, 

ai^^ otbdi^.their tll^Oiates, aasemhle(l>at Edinburgh. Now if the 
qddto’s B^fAty will still persist in her former opinion towards the 
.queite'of.Scotland (unto whom sho daaU be able to do no good), then 
I.dh^l^iiy see that these lords and all their accomplices will be- 
comd^as good French, as the French king can wish, to all intents 
and lifcrpoaes. And as for the Hamiltons, die earls of Arguile, 
Huntlye, and that faction, they be already so far inchanted that way, 
as there needeth little devise to draw them to the French devotion. 
Then this is the state of things socomett^ass of this cqunby, that 
l^iance has Scotland now as much conjoined .^6 them, to ^1 pur¬ 
poses, Bsjsver it was; and what an instrume^'.the young prince 
will prove, tO unquiet England, I report mb to your lordship’s 
wisdom {' and therefore considering the weight of the matter, and 
all the circumstances, I trust your lordship will well bethink you - 
in time (for, 'tis high time) how to advise her majesty, to leav]? no- 
thing undone'that may bripg the prince of Scotland to*' be in her 
possession,- or, at thO least, to be at her devotion. And amongst 
other things tliat 1 can imagine,‘for the first degree nothing is mo^e 
nteet to bring this to effect, than to allure this company, here hs- 
iemblsd, to bear her majesty their favour. Some talk hath passed 
between the lord of Lidington and me, in certain conferences about 
thu matter.. By him I find, that when her majesty shall have won 
these men fo her devotion, the principal point that will make them 
flpn^nnable to deliver their prince into England, wiU rest upon the ' 
oueeh, and the redm’s enabling him to the succession of the crown 
’ M;^gtand, for fault of issue of the queen's msdesty’s body; some 
also be required, as the charge of the said prince 
rao^s to be at the charge of England. I do well perceive 
that' these .men will never be brought to deliver their prince, ihto 
England *iirifhoul^d|e former Condition, for the succession of Eng- 
^dsndf fo'r (^saith lWhgton)that taking place, die prince shall be as 
d.eat to the peop^qf England as to the people, of Scothtad; and 
the one will be as careful of his preservation as the <e|s>r.'’ Other¬ 
wise, be saith, all things considered, it'will.be Mpq^ted th|ft the 
EcottiAhiem. have put thmr prince to be b^tWin^y, as those 
^e^ch ooi&ij; the sheep to he kej^ |^*ilie- wolves. So as f^ con- 
^usioB, your Tordsiup may percei’^;1we wM be tfie tiope of this 
matter. As UniU;th|K^,eliyetuig'of upon hostages, he sayeth, 
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of tiie; «tt«^S8io.ii not beinglc* 
compiHme^^ lAdl^e |6ntty tjUl rioVisr consent to* }enve 

therngOlvesItj^tu^ if ^ir Sorereiign upon any hoitages, neither 
upon any^rqitbve«^lior likeUhpod of good to issne i&,tiino«to come. 
It v/efe not. good focyourselWtl (saith he) dial the m|itte|'%er,e so 
handled;.lbfri^n yon sl^ld adventure yoitf g^oda^ in'one ship, 
which might have a dangerous effect, conside^gthe UnwIjJingneBB 
of the queen yOur sovereign to consent to estabilshin| tey suc¬ 
cessor to the crown. And then, how unmete were i^ that hef-ma- 
jesty having in her possession already all such persons as pre¬ 
tend "tp it, or be inheritable to the crown, to have our prince alsO hi 
her custody. For so there might follow, without good capitula¬ 
tions, a strange and dangerous issue, tho’ the queen your tidstress 
do think that such imaginations could not proceed but from*bu8y 
heads, as you have uttered unto us on her behalf. What is come 
to pass since my last, dispatch, and how far forth things are pro¬ 
ceeded, I refer your^ lordship to be informed by my letters sent unto 
her majesty, at tto^time. And so 1 pray Almighty God, preserve 
your lordship in tUuch honour and felicity. At Edenburgh this 
24th of July, 1567, ,, 

It may please your good lordship to make mylord Stuard part¬ 
ner of this letter. 

•V 

The Qtseen to Sir Nicolas Throkmorton. 

By the Queen. 

6tb Aug." Thusty and right well-beloved, we greet you well, for 
j^g roucii as do consider that you have now a long time 
remained in those parts without expedition in the charge committed 
unto you, we think it not meet, seeing there hath not followed the 
good acceptation and fruit of our well meaning towards that state, 
which good reason would have .required, that you should continue 
there any longer; our pleasure, therefore, is, that you shall, imme^ 
diately upon the receipt hereof, send your servant Middlemoreunto 
the lo^B and estates of that realm, that are assembled together,' 
willing him to declare Unto them, that it cannot but seem very, 
strange unto us, that you having been sent from us, of sucj^ good 
intent, to deal with them,'in matters tending so mimh to their own 
quiet, and. tt^e benefit of the whole estate of their country, they 
hay^to iw%rgotten themselves, and so slightly regarded us and 
our meaning, ,fiot only in delaying to hear you, and deferring 
your acceStiO thie qUeen tpeir sovereign, but also, whicl^^B strangest 
of all, in not vouchsafing to make auy answer unto iis. And al- 
tho* these deali^s be such, indeed, as were not to,be looked for at 
theirfind their usage and^^l^N^ding towards their 
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BOTOTOgn and queen, to 0veTpa,as.8ll the rest' in so strange a de- 
gre'^ da. we for our part, and we suppose the whole woi^d besides, 
cannot fafrt think them to have therein gone so far beyond the duty 
of subje^ts^' as must needs remain to their peipetual tahche for ever. 
And th^fore ye sh«U say, th^t we have tho’t good, wfthout pon- 
BUB^g an^ longer ttme in TaiBi*^ revoke you to our presence, re¬ 
quiring them to you licence and pasport so to do, which 
when you shall hsCfie obtainedy^^we will that you make your repair 
hither, unto us, with as convenient speed as you may. Given, &c. 

Indorsed 6th August, 1567. 

Throlimortm to the Right Homurabk Sir William Cecil, Knight, one 
of her Mt^estfs Privy Council and Principat Secretary, give these. 

Sir, 

leth Ang. What I have learned,' since the arrival of my lord of 

Mons. de Linnerol,’^you shall understand by 
my letter to her majesty, at this time.KjThe French do, in 
origiqsl. their negotiations, as they do in their'^&ink, put water to 
their wine. - As I am able to see into their doiii^, they take it not 
greatly to the heart how the queen sleep, whether she live or die, 
whether she be at liberty or in prizon. The mark they shoot at, is, 
to renew their old league j and can be as well contented to take it 
of this little king (hbwuqever his title be), and the same by the 
order of thfese lords, as dtherwise. Lyneroll came but yesterday, 
and methinketfa he will not tarry long; you may guess how. 
French will seek to displease these lords, when they changed the 
coming of la Chapelle des Oursins for this man, because they 
dohbted that de la Chapelle should not be grateful to them, being 
a Papist Sir, to speak more plamly to you than I will do other¬ 
wise, inethinketh the earl of Murray will run the course that those 
mBn.!do, and be partaker of their fortune. I hear no man speak 
mofe^bitterly against the tragedy, and the players therein, than he, 
so'lHtla Hilo'ha hath to horrible sins. I hear an mkling that Led- 
iBgt^i8% go into France, which I do as much mislike, as any 
♦iliig, for Our'purpose. I can assure you fte whole Frotbstants of 
F^i^ce wilhlive and die in these mens quarrels; and, where there 
is brpit amongst)*^ that aid should be sent to-the'hdverse party, 
and that Martig^" should come hither with some 'force; Mons. 
Bas^lot hath as^ed me of his honour, that-lnttpad of piartigues 
coming against them, he will come with as good a fori^,to succour 
themt and if that be sent under meaner Revert Stuatt 

rnme with as many to for«%lhbni. ButitSe portable hath 
^uredi^hes^rds, that the king mebneto na 'my to offen^hem. 
Sir, Tflray ySu find my revoq|tion convenient, «nd spbed you to 
it^for 1 am now to no puipbiie, unless it be to kindle 
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theseftods more agai^t^us. Thus 1 do humbly take my leave qf 
you, from Sdqnbu^h i2th of Augu8t» 1567. 

‘ Yours to use aitd command. 

The Queen to Nicholas Throkviorto^. 

Tbvstt and well-beloved, we greet yon .well. “We hkVe, within 
these two days, received three sundry lettew of yours, of the 20th, 
22d, and 23d, of this month, having not before'{hose received any 
seven days before; and do find, by these your letters, that you 
have very diligently and largely advertized us of all the hasty and 
peremptory proceedings there; which as we nothing like, so we 
trust in time to see them wax colder, and to receive some reforma¬ 
tion. For we cannot perceive, that they with whom you have dealt 
can answer the doubts moved by the Hamiltons, who howsoever 
they may be carried for their private respects, yet those things 
which they inove, will bl*allowed by all reasonable persons. For 
if they may not, being noblemen of the realm, be suffered to hear 
the queen tlieir sovereign declare her mind concerning the reports 
which are made of her, by such as keep her in captivity, how should 
they believe {he reports, or obey them which do report it? And 
therefore our meaning is, you shall let the Hamiltons plainly under¬ 
stand that we do well allow of their proceedings (as far forth as the 
same doth concern the queen their sovereign for her relief), and in 
such things as shall appear reasonable for us therein to do, for the 
queen our sister, we will be ready to perform the same. And where 
it is so required, that upon your coming thence, the lord Scroope 
should deal with the lord Herris to impart their meanings to us, and 
ours to them, we are well pleased therewith, and we require you to 
advertize the lord Scroope hereof by your letters, and to will him 
to shew himself favourable to them in their actions, that may appear 
plainly to tend to the relief of the queen, and maintenance of ; her 
authority. And as we willed our secretary to write unto you, that, 
upon your message done to the earl of Murray, you might return, 
so our meaning is you shall. And if these our letters sball' meet 
you on the way, yet we wiU heve you advertize both the.lord Scroope 
and the Hamiltons of our meaning. 

Indorsed 29 Aug. 1567. 

' No.XXiil. (Vol. I. p. 3^6.) 

Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the Archbishop of St. Andrew’s and the 
^ Abbot of Arbrothe. 

* “ •' ' 'A ■ 

13th iW. Aftkr my good commendations to yo^ fbod lord- 
this shall be to advertize you, that tbe queen’s ma? 
Gretna j^^ty, my •oyereign,'baving%entme hither her ambassador 
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sovBlTi^f *0 communicate 
“ ' F^ocli j^t^r i^t, wjaig^ring 

bW good^ity J^intjillifbi^'lj^wiroAeHi, who being 
, ..i 3<^fetaiaea in <;ap‘{iT ^ i^y<^f|^ghi^8 know) uohtra^-to 

, the au^bf all goQdj»^ecti,:f9r^iei|fej^m^ person, 

.^^d;the. restitutioiim,^eT to ^t*<%ttity', ier majesty gave me in 
charge to treat wilfc^tHeie kiwi assembled at Edenbiirgh, offering 
them all reasonabl^tondirioB^juid means as might be, for the safe¬ 
guard of the young prince, ime "punishment of the late horrible 
murder, the dissolution of the marriage, betmst the queen and the 
earl of Bodwell, and lastly for their own sureties. In the negotia¬ 
tion of which matters 1 have (as your lordships well know) spent a 
long time to no purpose, not being able to prevail in any thing with 
those lords to the queen my sovereign’s satisfaction. Of which, 
strange proceedings towards her majesty,- and undutiful behaviour 
towards their sovereign, 1 have advertised the queen’s mtgesty, she' 
(not being minded to bear this indignity) hath given me in charge 
^ ^lare her further pleasure unto them, in iach sort as they may 
weffperceive her majesty doth disallow of their' proceedings, and 
, thereupon hath revoked me. And further hath given me in c^rge 
to communicate the same unto your lordships, requiring you to let 
,m.e know, beforq my departure hence (which shall be, God willing, 
as soon as I have received answer from you), what you and your 
confederates will assuredly do, to set the queen your sovereign at 
liberty, and to restore her to her former dignity hy force or other¬ 
wise; seeing the^e lords have refused all other mediation, to the . 
end the queen’s majesty my” sovereign may concur with your lord- 
ships in this honourable enterprise. 

And in case, through the dispersion of your associates, your lord- 
ships can neither communicate this matter amongst you, nor receive 
resolution of them all by that time, it may please you toVnd me 
the opinion of so many of you as may confer together, within two 
or three da^s, so as 1 may have your answer here in this town by 
Monday tOr. Tuesday next at the farthest, being the 19th of this 
Auguft; for I intend (God willing) to depart towards £u|^and, 
upon Wednesday following. Thus I most hupihly take my leave of 
your lordidtips, al^denburgh, the 13th of A^, 1567. 

-Indorepd. t^^^h of Aug. 1567. 


: Sir Nu^as Throhnorton to the 



MftAog: Yoxm good lordshm’s Ifettflr d^ .l^Aj of August I 
liKr.fik- hMfsir^ved.the 19th^f where- 

^ i&e your lor^ahip,^ th# I will 



signify into you pUdi^, hOW ffc f«^ I already tho- 
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sJrt t(>^' ptewB^ooi^^i^ilje detentioa'of the queen yoiff ISwe- 
SecKUijr reigti, and et^denun^ her relief." ' 

^ fi»t her majesty hath girmi in marge, to use all 

kinds tj^^rsuaiioq in hd^imme, to move .these lords assAjabled at 
Edinburgh .to desist from this-violent and 'nndutiful^b^viour, 
which they tise towards.their sovereign. And %^s part, besides 
the shew of many reasons, and sundry, pershasions of ftmicahle 
treaty with them, her midesty hath willed me to use sdme plain 
and severe speech unto them, tending so far forth, as if they would 
not be better advised, and reform these their outrageous prq^d- 
ings exercised against their sovereign, that then they might bitas- 
sured her majesty neither would nor could endure such an indignity 
■to be done to the queen, her good cousin and neighbour. 

And notwithstanding these my proceedings with them, they have 
made proof to be little moved thereby; for as yet neither will they 
Conse^ to the enlargement, neither suffer me to speak with her. 
So as it seemetb to me, it is superfluous to treat any more with them, 
after this manner; Whereupon I have advertised the- queen’s ma¬ 
jesty,,my sovereign, expecting daily her majesty’s further order; and 
as L shall be advertised thereof, so will not fail to signify the same 
to your good lordship;, and in the mean time will advertise her ma¬ 
jesty also, what your lordship hath written unto me. 'fhus with 
my due commendations to-your good lordship, I commjt the same 
to Almighty God, resting always to do you the pleasure and service 
that I can lawfully. At Edenburgh. 

Indorsed 24th of August, 1567. 


No. XXIV. (Vol. I. p. 364.) 

Account of Lord Herreis’s bekmiour in the Parliament held 
December 15, 1567. 

P«)er The lord Herrys made a notable harangue in the name 
Office. of the duke and himself, their friends and adherents (the 
duke liimself, the earl of Cassilles, and the abbot of Kilwinning 
being also present), to persuade the union of the whole realm in one 
mind. Wherein he did not spare to set for^ j|olemnly the great 
praise that part of this nobility did deserve, in the beghmisg 
took meanes for punishment of the earl Bothwdl|'as also seemg the 
queen’s inordinate afl^ectioh to that wicked man, and that she conld 
not he induced by their persuasion to Irave him, that in sequestring 
her person withia Lochlereo, they did the duty of nobleneo. That 
their Honourable doings, which hra not spared to AwgvHv Sbyw Bves 
and to avenge their native country from tlt^aad^us re¬ 
port* that ware spoken of H aincng ither nations, h^wdl deserved 
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diat dLjtheir brethren should join idfh them.%) 'S(>'goodt 9 cause. 
That he .they, in whesp n^e8 he.did,8ii^ak,,.W<^d wfflingly, 

and witlj^ttt any GQ^pulaiop; ' enter vthi^ap|ll^8 In die ybke, 
and put %ir lives and lands for maiatenauae of 

our cause. And if ^ qtteeik4ei^elffs<i'1i'e^^]$cQthu)4» ^ 
nm.vi^th S!p,000 men;^y mli.bp bf'-dta 'i^e mj^-khd fight iu 
our ijjuaTrel. H^ppea die rethaindec noblemen dif their party, 
Huntly, Arguil^'lmd others, ««^c^ hiad not as yet acknowledged 
the king, would CQjiie to the sain^'Confonnity, whe'reunto he would 
also earnestly move'them. And if idiey will remain obstinate, and 
refuse to qualify themselves, then will the duke, he and their friends, 
join with us to correct them, that otherwise will not reform them¬ 
selves. So'plausible an oration, and more advantageous for our 
party, none of ourselves could have made. He did not forget to 
term my lord regent by the name of regent (there was no mention 
at all of the earl of Murray), and to call him grace at every word, 
when his speeches were directed to him, accompanying all his words 
'witb.low courtesies after his manner. 

No, XXV. (Vol. I. p. 382.) 

Queen Mary to Queen tiUzabeth. 

MADaH, . ' . 

Cott. Lib. AlthoBoh the necessity of my cause (which maketh 
. me to be importune to you) do make you to jttd|^ that 
»nd ^ am out of tlw’way; yet'such as have not my pasiionj nor 
bsbiy e the respects whereof you are persuaded, will' think' that 
tniult'tivB. j gg my cmtse do^.require.. Madam, I have not ac¬ 
cused you, neither in words^ aqr in thought, to have used yourself 
evil towards me. And I believe that you have, no want of good 
understanding, to keep you from perswasiou against your natural 
good inclination. . But in the mean time I can’t chuse (having my 
senses) but .^lerceive very evil furtherance in my matters, since my 
q^paingliither. I thought that 1 had sufficiently discoursed unto 
yott; ^Commodities which this delay bringeth unto me; and 
espoG3^&^4^t they think in this neat month of Aut^stj to hold a 
vpamt^meihi againrt me and all my eervants,;^^ And t(t-,4he mean 
time,;! kdi stoyed^tb, and yet will you, thatd.shwtd put myself 
further.into your ^ntry (without seeing you)^.^^me ffir- 
:^rfrom inineiapd^ere do me this dishonour.sik&e Bluest of my 
rebels, hafM send ^<bbtomissioners; to hear tii^ (^OiniV me, as you 
wold do to. a‘^ere'subject, and not hetdr-iCf % mdUth. 

' lud^, thav&^jmiseji you to coiii&''W^y^, and having there 
mc^'j^: cmnplain| of: these coming 

tether, imt as. but im subjects to answer, 1 would have 
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besought you to hear my justification of that which they have falsly 
set forth ag^nst me, and if I could not purge myself thereof, you 
might then discdiarge.your hands of my causes, and let me go for 
such as I am. But to do os you say, if I were culpable, I would be 
better advised; but bein^Viot so, I can't accept this dishonour at 
their hands, that being in possession they will come and accuse me 
before your commissioners, whereof I can't like: and seeing you 
think it to be against your honour and consignage to do otherwise, 
I beseech you that you will not be mine enemy, until you may see 
how lean discharge myself every way, and-to suffer me to go into 
France, where I have a dowry to maintain me; or at least to go into 
Scotland, with assurance that if there come any strangers thither, 
1 will bind myself for their return without any prejudice to you, 
or if it pleis you not to do thus, I protest that 1 will not impute it 
to falshood, if I receive strangers in roy. country without making 
you any other discharge for it. Do with my body as you will, the 
honour or blame shall be yours. For I had rather die here, and 
that my faithful servants may be succoured (tho’ you would not so) 
by strangers, than to suffer them to be utterly undone, upon hope 
to receive in time to come, particular commodity. There be many 
things to move me to fear that I ^hall have to do in this country, with 
others than with you. But forasmuch as nothing hath followed upon 
my last moan, I hold my peace, happen what mayhap. I have as leef to 
mdim I “y fortune, as to seek it, and hot find it. Further, it pleased 
you to give license to my subjects to go.and come. This has-been 
refused by my lord Scroop and Mr. Knolls'(na they say) by youv 
comratmdment, because 1 would not depart hence to your charge, 
untill I had answer of this letter, tho” I shewed them, that you re¬ 
quired my answer upon the two points, contained in your letter. 

The one is to let you briefly understand, I am come to you to 
make my moan to you, the which being heard, I would declare unto 
you mine innocency, and then require your aid, and for lack thereof, 
I can’t but make iny moan and complaint to God, that I am not 
heard in my just quarrel, and to appeal to other princes to ha^ 
respect thereunto as m^ case requireth; and to you, madam, first 
of all when you shall have examined your conscience before him, and 
have hiin fprwitness. ' And the other, whiefatis to come ftirther 
into yonnjcottnlj^, not to come to youy. prei^jicc, I will esteem 
that as no hdee it for the contrai^, ol»ying it a 

thing forcetSf*' mean time, I beseech you, to retain to roe 
my lord Henfes^ W l can’t be without him, hivingf. no|ie of my 
counsel here, and'^solC^ttfier mejif it please yoi^tithout further 
delay, to-dep^ hwee wlothersoeVer it be @ut trf l^fouBtryi’ I 
.am sure you wilt irot- deny me this simple request hoiioar s 

sake, seeing' it doth not pteasp you to use yout natural goodoem to- 

VOL.’!!. ^ a 
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/raids me oUiervue, and seeing that of mine own accord, I am 
come hitber, let oie depart again inth youra,. And if God permit 
my causes to succeed well, I shdl be bound to you fot it; and hap¬ 
pening <M|benrise, yet I can’t blame you. ‘ .As for my lord Fleeming, 
seeing .that upon, my credit yon have suffered him io ^ home to 
Misuse, 1 warrant you he shtdl pass no farther, bnt^hall return 
perhapi when it sl^l please you; In that you trust, me I will not 
(to die tor ^deceive you. Bnt./bw> Bumbartom I answer 
not, when my L. Fleeming shall h^in the Tower. For they which 
are within it, will not forbear to iiee^e succour, if I don’t assure 
them of yours;, noj dio’ you would charge me withal, for I have left 
them in charge, 'to have more'rhspect to my servants and to my 
estate, than to my life. Good sister, be of another mind, win the 
heart, and all shall be yours, and at yomr commandment. I thought 
to satisfy you wholly; if I mig^t have seen yon. Alas 1 do not as the 
serpent, that stoppeth his hearing, for I am no enchanter, but your 
sister, and natur^ cousin. If Geesar had not disdained to hear or 
read the complaint of an advertiser, he had not so died; why should 
princes earp be stopped, seeing that they are painted so long ? :mean- 
ini^ that they should hemr all and be well advised, before they an- 
1 am not of the nature of the basilisk, and less of the chs' 
.Jpelion, to turn you to my likeness, and tho’ 1 should be so danger¬ 
ous and curs’d as men say, you are snfficiendy armed with con¬ 
stancy and vrith jnsHee, wMch I require of God, who give you gri^ 
to use. it well with long and happy- life* From Carlisle, the 5th of 
July, 1568. . '.'-.V 

No. xxyi. (Vol. I. p. 383). 

Part of aUtttr from SirPrandt Kndl^t to CecS, 9th Aug. 1568, 
from Boltok. 

AnoriginiL — But surely this queen doth seem, outwardly, not only 
j^ei Of- to favour the form, but also , the chief article of the reli- 
jK %gion of the gospel, namely, justification by faith only; and 
slmhdbBbth the faults, of papestiy revealed %"preachihg or other* 
^ilteii Mfl aBBntented ears, and with gentle arid wei^ r^lys, and 
seem to like the worn' of 




li iSiir rnmcw Kndfyt to Gceil,’'Sl' Sept. 'l568, 


latefy tnr^’to^w i^igW (hegospcH; ^the gtt^ dishldi^ of 
whkdt thing herself Qqj||sssed unto 
rotri^lHa^yeiit^r^ll^fijpsady m ^ ehambw, whence sssembly 
was. fidh'.tsidc ^eawi' j^^plirta prasent)^ she h>ok«campqK to speak of 
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religion, and then openly ihe ^rdfeitdd i{ejttelf to be of the Papist 
religion, and took upon her folpatro^ue ^samie, niot».ieaniestIy 
than she .had done a great .while aforh, altho! her defencee and argu¬ 
ments were so weak, that the e&ct4>f her speech was only to Ihew 
faerze^;,and'afterw^g to meal<me, I misliked to see her 
■ become so diffidently backward in religion. Why, said sf, would 
yoa.have'meto lose France and Spsun, and all my'friends in'other 
placel^ by seeming to change my rel%ion, and yet I am not assured 
die^neen my good sister will bd my assured friend, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of my honour and expectation. 

No. XXVII. (Vol. I. p. 384.) 

A Utter from my LordHerriea to my ’Lord Scroop and Sir F. Knpllys, 
Sept. 3d, 1668. 

CettUb.. Mt lords, pleasit your honourable'lordships, I am in^ 
^teoes Bmthwick, latdy come from the queen's 
in*Ui^n mejesty your sorerane, that his schawin to her highness 
band. 1 shttld bare ridden in Crafurdmure, sen my last cuming 
kto this realm, upon the earl of Murray’s dependants. And that 1 
suld hare causit, or been of counsall to Seottismen to have ridden 
in Ingland, to slay or spulzie her rntgesty^s subjects. 

My lords, I thought it right needful because your lordships is, 
by yofm sorerane, commanded to attend upon tlm queen’s majesty 
my mistress, so having daily access in tfair matters, to declara upon 
the truth; humbly desiring thtU your loifhips will, for OoiPs cduse, 
oertifioate the queen your soreraUe the sme. . 

As God lives, I have neither consented, nor any wise had know¬ 
ledge bf any Scottisman’s riding in England, to do* the subjects 
thereof hurt in bodies or goods, sene the siege of Leith; and as I 
underWand it shall be fund true, that gif ony sic open hurt be done, 
it fs by the quef my sovereign’s'disobedients, and that 1 ^ve not 
■. ridden uor hurt no Scottishnran, nor; commanded nohurt t^be ^ei 
to them, sen my coming frotn the queen’s majesty of l^gj^^^t is 
weU k^d, for mat never ane 'will complain of me. 

I have done uore'gobd’ tb Griwfrirdmure nog ever 
Mifay hu dfe/an'd wUl be loatherto do hark diaiv9ta 

will., ^fek'^^'^'tyken’s maj^ty fnr'sor|$^, qqmmand sic 
felfe repdllS'to:|»it^>' qaherebf mis is ifectk leaik 

ing, her gnoww^bo friddit, and tyne theism^ then here, 
qubom b«iatb Mmi hfr-t. and 

mapttyy^ibreni^. n not 
contentkikfiliiiwtktd^Hliat theih'ihoaM.miy fronehman come in 

2 B 2 
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tUs realm,, with the duke of Chattelberault. Tnith it is, I am no 
maooer x>f way the oounsall of their cutning, nor has no sic cer¬ 
tainty thereof, as I hear by Borthsndjc's repott, from the queen's 
miiyeBty^ur Bovaeign. .And gif I m^ht aB well sayJt, as it is 
true indeed, her grace's s'etf is ail the'wyitt, and the counsall that 
wilbnever lether talce order with my maiatress can*?. For that 
our sovereign, havaqd her majesty’s promise, be writing, of luff, 
friendship, and assistance, gif need had so requirit, enterit that 
.realm, upon the 16 day of May, SCn that time the queen’s majesty 
has commanded me diverse times to declare she would accept her 
cause, and do for her, and to put her in peaceable posse'ssion of this 
realme; and ,when I required of her majesty, in my maiatress name, 
that her highness would either do for her (as her special trust was 
she wold), according to her former promises, or otherwise give her 
connsal, wold not consent (as 1 show her grace I fand diverse re¬ 
pugnant), then that she would permit her to pass in France, or to 
some other prince to seek support, or failing hereof (quhilk was 
agalns all reason), that she would permit her to return in her awin 
countrie, in sic sempil manner as she came out of it, and said to her 
majesty ane of thir, for her honour, would not be refusit, seeand 
that she was corned in her realm upon her writings and promises of 
friendship. And sicklike, I said to her highness, gif my maistress 
had the like promise of her nobility and estates, as she had of her¬ 
self, I should have reprbvit them highly, gif they had pot conde- 
scendit to one of thir three; and so 1 say, and sol write, that in the 
warld it shall be maist reprehendable, gif this promise taketh not 
other good effect, nor yet it does. Notwithstanding, 1 get gud an¬ 
swer of thir promises of friendship made to my sovereign, and’ to 
put her grace in this her awin countrie peaceably, we have fund the 
contrary working by Mr. Middlemore directit from her highness to 
stay the army that ciust down our houses. And alsua, in the pro¬ 
ceeding of this late pretendit parliament, promised twenty days be¬ 
fore the time to myself to have caused it been dischargit. And yet 
contrary'to this promise, have they made their pretendit manner of 
fprfaulture of 31 men of guid reputation, bishops, abbottis, and ba- 
ronis, obedil^ht subjects to our sovereign, only for her cause. 

They have also disponit, sen. our sovereign^ cause was taken 
lipon hapd be the queen’s majesty of that realm, an hundred thou¬ 
sand pound Scots worth' of'her'awm true subjects geir, under the 
color of the law, groundit upon their false, treasonable, stowin, au¬ 
thority. 

The murders, thie oppressions, die burnings, the .ravishing of 
woin^, the destruction of polioyKbotfa ecclealastical.lin^ temporal, 
in this mesy^^^ie^s in my fonuei' writings. I said itwaS^amentable 
fo toy jmn to hear (rf, Mcept God ^f grace, the profes- 
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sion of the ev^gile of Jesus Christ profinsit be your prince, coun- 
sall and realme, be mair myndit, nor the'wld inamity that has stand 
betwixt the tealms, many, of my eouqtrymen will doubt inAis arti> 
cle, and their proceedingo'puttis myself in Sanct Thomas belief. 

Now, my lords, gif riie queen’s majesty of that realm, uponqi&ais 
promise and honour my maistress came there, as I have said, will 
leave all the French writings, and French phrues of writings, 
quhilks amongis them is over meikle on baith the sides unfit, and 
plainly, according to the auld true custom of Ingland and Scot¬ 
land, quherein be a word promist truth was observ’d, promise, in 
the name of the eternal God, and upon the high honour of that 
nobill and princely blude of the kings of Ingland, quhereof she 
is descendit, and presently wears the diadem, that she wil’ put my 
maistress in herawin country, and cause her as queen thereof in her 
authority and strength to be obeyit, and to do the same will appoint 
an certain day within two months at the farthest, as we understand 
this to be our weil, sua will we, or the maist part of us all, follow 
upon it, leaving the Frenchmen, and their evil French phrases to- 
gidder. And therefore, and for tlie true perpetual friendship of that 
realm, will condition, and for our part, with the grace of Almighty 
God, keep>sic heads and conditions of agreement, as noble and wise 
men can condescend upon, for the weill of this hml island. As 1 
have been partlings declaring to the queen your sovereign, quhilk 
I shew to your lordships selfis both in religion, in the punishment 
of the earl Bothwile, for the queen’s last husband’s slaughter, and 
for a mutual band of amity perpetually to remain amangis us. 

Doubtless, my lords, without that, we may find sic time and 
friendly working, as may give us occasion baith to forgette Mid- 
dlemore and his late pretendit Parliament, we will turn the leaf, 
leaving our sovereign agains our will to rest where she is, under the 
promise of friendship, as I have baith said, and will ever affirm, 
made by your sovereign, quhilk was only cause of her grace’s coming 
in that realm, and seek the help and moyen of French, or Spanish, 
till expulse this treasonable and false pretendit autliority, qululk 
means to reign above us. 

My lords, I desire your lordships consider, that it is he, that 
maist desires the amity bety'ixt Ingland and Scotland to continue, 
and of a poor man best cause has, that writ this. 

My brother, the laird of Skirling, schaws me, that in your lord¬ 
ships communing with him, it appearit to him, your mind was we 
shold suffer the earl of Murray to work, altho’ it were agains reason 
to us, and complain thereof to the queen’s majesty, and her high¬ 
ness wald see it reformit. My lords, her majesty will be over mei- 
kle troublit to reform the wranges we have sustAit already. For 
I am sure, gif reason and justice may have piece, our maistress, and 
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w« her reetHved ezpreu wran^f, above two hnhx 

dre4 Aoiuaad pounds Sterling, iir the time of this uphappj go> 
Teramnit^'seeing the reformation of-Sa g;^eat causet, conies, now 
a days^ st> slowiie, and dM|||Ogodly law of obUvion in sic matters 
so mdkle practis’d, I tb^^itowther for die queen’s honoiir,'.iior 
oiir Weill,your lordships would sua mean, nor thatitis good to as to 
follow' it; ' And that ye wiU give your sovereign sic advertisement 
thereof, as youir good wisdoms slpdl And- in this cause meet. " It 
will he true and frindfiil working for ns, indeed, and nowther 
French phtnses, nor boasting, and finding littie others efieot, that 
will cause us to hold away the Frendimen. This is plaiily writ¬ 
ten, and I desire your lordships |dain answer, for in'truth and 
plainness langest continues gad friendship, quhilk in this matter 1 
pray Qod may lang continue, and have your lordships in his keep¬ 
ing. OffDamfreis, the 3d day of September, 1568. 

Your lordships at my power 
to command leifnlly 

HERRIS. 


Queen Mary to Q. EUxabeth.. 

tsea. MAr>AME ma bonne soeur. J’ay resceu de^os lettresi 
'’Bbsmo dete; Tune, ou vous faites mention de 
cri^iial. A’eacusade Idoas'. de Murra pour tenirson pretends par- 
lemeOt, qui me semble Men froid, pour obtenir plus de toUerance 
que je in'estdis persuadee o’evoir par vostre promesse, quant a 
n’osser dotiner commission de venir tans un parlement pour leur 
peu de iioBibre de noblesse alors, je vous respons, qu’ils n’oot que 
trOis on quatre d’ttvantage, qui eussent aussi bien dit leur opinion 
h(ws deparfement, qui n’n est4 tenu tant pour cette effect, mus 
pour faitt ue qu’ezpressement nous avions requis estre empesch&i, 
qui estlaforfitore de mes subjects' pour m’avoir estes fidelles, ce 
qtfo'j« m’aMuroia, jusques a heir, avoir eu en promesse de vous, 
{M ktlettie ecrite a mi lord Scrap e maistre Knoleis vous induire 
aire^i^sntre eulx, voire, ales ensayre lesentir; tutefoisje vois que 
je Yiy mat pHs, j’en snis plus marrm, pour ce que sur votre lettie 
qtifi. iiioutrereBt,etleaT parole, je I’ay si divulguement assuray 
qBp,.ponryeigeance'que j’en desitasse^si non mettre difference en- * 
trdlearifipia deportemens, et les miens sinoeres. Dans vostre let- 
tn;>a8iH did4e du 10” d’Aeust, vous metties ces mots. “ I think 
^ur atmrlm pi^,, upon my sundry former advice^ will hold no 
jw^iameat lA a»; and if they do, H shaibbe only in form of an 
. adsqifibly tO'hiCcord whom to send into this realm, and in what sorts 
for ^ert^l^ .l&ey sbitil-pToOt^^ masaer of a parliainaBt, 
anyl^^ j«signte&t againil^y pe^, 1 shaR notu in ai^ 
aIloit1li|ii|ie«f:-and M overseen, ihea you may 
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to be of so other moment, than the foiiner proce¬ 
dures; jad by such thmr rash manner of proceeding, they «»»nH 
moit .iwgudice themsrtrdii; and be assured to find me ready to 
condemn &era, in their doings.” Sur ijnoy, j’aycontremande mes 
servitflurS,]^_fiussanI retirer, soufirant selon vostre<commandement 
d’etre faustmeht nommes traitres, par Oeulx, qui le sont de rray; 
et micore d’etre provoques par escarmons dies, et par prinses de 
mes gens et lettres, et au contraire tous etes inform6e que mes 
subjects out evahis les ▼ostres,1nadame, qui a fait ce rapport n’est 
pas homme de bien, car laird de Sesford et son fils sont et ont 
estes mea rebelles depuls le commencement; enquires vous, slls 
n'estoient a Donfris areques eulx, j’avois ofiiri respondre de la fron- 
tiere, ce que me fut refos^, ce qui m’en devroit asses descharger; 
neanmoins, pour tous faire preuve de ma fidelity, et de leur falcito, 
s’il vous me fayte donner le nom des coulpables, et me fortifier, je 
commanderay mes subjects les pour suivre, ou si vous voules que 
ce soit les vostres, les miens leur ayderont; je vous prie m’en 
mander vostre volonti, au reste mes subjects fidelles seront re-. 
sponsables a tout ce que leur sera mis su les centre vous, ni les 
vostres, ni les rebelles, despuis que me conseillates les faire retirer. 
Quant aux Franqois, j’escrivis que Ton m’en fit nulle poursifite, 
car j’esperois tant en vous, que je n’en aurpis besoign,—je ne speu 
si le diet aura en mes lettres, mais je vous jure devant Dieu que je 
ne scay chose du monde le leur venue, que ce que m!ea avez mah- 
day, ni ta’en ai oui de Prance mot du monde, et ne le puis croire 
pour cest occasion, et n ils si sont, e’est sans mon sceu ni consen- 
tement. Pourquoy je vous supplie ne me condamner sans m’ouire, 
car je. suis pres de tenir tout ce que j’ay oflTert a mester Knoleia, 
et vous assure que vostre amito, qu'il vous plest m’offrir, sera res¬ 
cue avant totttes les choses du monde, quant France servit la pour 
presser leur retour a ceste con(Ution, que prenies roes affaires en 
mein en soeur, et bonne ami, comme ma Franc4. est en vous; mais 
une chose seule me rende confuse, j’ay taut d’enemis qu’ont votre 
tsreille, la quelle ne pouvant avoir par parolie, toutes mes actions 
vous sont desguisees, et falsement raportees, par quoi il' m’est im¬ 
possible de m’assurer de vous, pour les manteries qu’on vobs a 
ihit,- pour destniire vostre bonne volont^ de moy; par qu^ je dO- 
sirorois- bien avoir ce bien vous faire entwdre ma sincere et bonne 
nfwtion, Icquelle je ne puis ai bien descrire, qua mes enemis a 
tort Jto^dMmlorh. Ma bonne soeur, gagnes moy; envpyto moy 
querit, en jalousie pour faulx laports de iieile que ne desire 

que vetoftheilne grace; je me remettray sur mester Knolra a qui 
je me sM^ti^ment descouverte, et apres vous avoir bail^ les 
uaint, jd .pimii Dieu.^ vous donner en saat4, longqe.et heureuse 
vie. De Botoa, o« je reus promeu, je n'eipere p^r qu’avequcs 
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vostre bonne g^acef quoyque les menteurs mentent. Ce 26 
d’Aoustl 


Np.XXVIiI. (Vol. I. p. 385.) 

Cifieen EUtiimh to, the Earl of Murray. 

Paper Of- Right trusty and right well beloved cousin, we greet 
From a ' 7°** Say, that certain reports are 

cop; cor- made in sundry parts of Scotland, that whatsoever should 
upon the hearing of the queen of Scotts’ 
Cecil. cause, in any proof to convince or to acquit the said 
queen concerning the horrible murder of her late husband our 
cousin, we have determined to restore her to her kingdom and 
government, we do so much mislike hereof, as we cannot indure 
the same to receive any credit: and therefore we have thought 
good to assure you, that the same is untruly devised by the au¬ 
thors to our dishonour. For as we have been always certified from 
our said sister, both by her letters and messages, that she is by no 
means guilty or participant of that murder, which we wish to be 
true, so surely if she should be found justly to be guilty thereof 
ail^ath been reported of her, whereof we would be very sorry, then, 
indeed, it should behoove us to consider otherwise of her cause 
than to satisfy her desire in restitution of her to the government of 
that kingdom. And so we would have you and all others to think, 
that should be disposed to conceive honourably of ns and our ac¬ 
tions. 

Indorsed 80 Sept. 1568, 

No. XXIX. (VoLl.p. 390.) 

Sir Francis Knottys to Cecil, the 9th of October 1568, from York. 

An Origi- Ml lord’s grace of Norfolk sending for me to Bolton, to 
attend upon him here Thursday last, I made my repair hither 
accordingly, meaning to stay here until Monday next; as 
touching the matters of the commission, that his grace and the 
rest have from her highness, his grace hath imparted unto me of all 
things thereunto appertaining, and what hath hitherto passed, and 
altho* the matters be too weighty for my weak capacity, to presume 
to utter any opinion of mine own thereof, yet I see that my lord 
Herris fttr Us paite labonreth a reconciliation, to be had without 
the extreagity of odious accusations; my lord of Ledington also 
sarth to me, that he could wish these matters to be ended in duke 
mariner, so that it might be done with safety; of the rest you can 
conceive, by the advertisements and writings, sent up by our com¬ 
missioners. . 
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A Letter from the Bishop of Ross to the Queen of Seats, from York, 
October 1568. 

Cott. Ub. PtEis your majesty I confe^d at length with A. ane 
A*copy! ® night, who assurit me that he had reasoned 

with B. this SatardayC. on the field,who determinate to him 
that it was the D. determinit purpose not to end your cause at this 
time, but to hold the same in suspence, and did that was in her power 
to make the £. pursue extremity, to the effect F. and his adhe¬ 
rents might utter all they could to your dishonour, to the effect to 
cause you come in disdain with the hail subjects of this realm, that 
ye may be the mair unable to attempt any thing to her disadvan¬ 
tage. And to this effect is all her intention, and when they have 
produced all they can against you, D. will not appoint the matter 
instantly, but transport you up in the country, and retain you 
there till she think time to shew you favour, which is not likely to 
be hastily, because of your uncles in France, and the fear she has 
of yourself to be her unfriend. And therefore their counsel is, 
that ye write an writing to the D. meaning tliat ye ore informit 
that your subjects which has offendit you.—This in effect that your 
majesty hearing the estate of your affairs as they proceed in York, 
was informed that her majesty was informed of you, that you could 
not gudely remit your subjects in such sort as they might credit 
you hereafter, which was a great cause of tlie stay of this contro¬ 
versy to be ended. And therefore persuading her D. effectually 
not to trust any , who had made such narration. But like as ye 
had rendered you in her hands, as most tender to you of any living, 
so prayit her to take na opinion of you, but that ye wald use her 
counsell in all your affairs, and wald prefer her friendship to all 
others, as well uncles as others, and assure her to keep that thing 
ye wald promise to your subjects by her advice. .4nd if D. dis¬ 
credit you, ye wald be glad to satisfy her in that point be re¬ 
moving within her realm in secret and quiet manner, where her 
G. pleased, until the time her G. were fully satisfied, and all oc- 
“tsasion of discredit removed from her. So that in the mean time 
your realm were holden in quietness, and your true subjects re-' 
stored and maintained in their own estate, and sic other things 
tending to this effect. And affirms that they believe that this may 
be occasion to cause her credit you that ye offer so far; and it 
may come that within two or three months she may become better- 
minded to your grace, for now she is not well-minded, and will not 
shew you.any pleasure for the clauses aforesaid. 

N. B. The title of this papd!r is in Cecil’s hand; following 
key is added in another hand. 

A. The laird of Lethington. 
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Noi XXXi (Voli 1. p. 400.) 

JMiberatidi bf -^erttairy 'Cec^t concerning Scotland, Dec. 31,1568. 

' Jhe best way for England, but not the easiest; thiM: &e 
^2**°*^ queen <^,Scot8 might remain deprived of her crown, and 
&e state continue as it is. ^ 

Ihe second way for England profitable, and not so hard.--«That 
4>e-queen of Scots might be induced, by some perswasions, to a^ee 
that her sqh might continue king, because he is crowned, and her- 
to remain also queen; and that the government of the realm 
might be committed to such persons as the queen of Elngland should 
name, so qjjtfor the nomination of them it might be ordered, that a 
i^venient number of persons of Scotland should be first named to 
the queen of England^ indifferently for the queen of Scots, and for 
her sop,i^t is to say, the one half by thequeen of Spots, and the 
other by ^^earle of Lennox, and lady Lennox, parents to the child; 
and out of those, the queen’s mt^esty of England to make choioe for 
all the officers of the realm, that are, by the laws of Scotland, dis¬ 
posable by the king or queen gf the land. , 

Thi^ untill this maybe done by the queen’s majesty, the govem- 
m^t remain in the hands of the earj^jof Murray as it is, providing 
he shall not dispose of any offices or p^rpetuals to continue any longer 
bpttto these offered of the premises. 


lliat a pmrliampnt be summoned in Scotland by several com- 
jj|ij|ndmrats, both of the queen of Scots and of the young king. 

' That hostages be delivered unto England on the young 
king'll tn,the number of twelve persons of the earle of Mur- 
as the queen of Scots sh^l nameand likewise on the 
M|lti’abeWf, to the like number as the Nrle of Murray shell name; 
,^ S)|iM^adt tq be any that have by inheritance or office cause to 
be in tiyii|:^Iiamrat, to remain from the beginning of the summons 
of<ffiki;|^nnient« untilLffiree months after'toat^a^ament; which 
h^Jtag^'^afaa^be that the frienda.dt||ther past shall keep 

the peape inwll cases, till by'ffiis parliament it be pobdoded, that 


die .eiffinaaCe whmh the queen of England shall devieftjfor the go- 
^ (bdng’not^o .ffiehnrt of the crown of Scot- 
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1567} ahjil be estaUiabed toi be kept and obeyed, undw pain of 
treason’ for tbe breakers thereof. 

-That by the same paifiament also po establuhed all execn* 

tious and judgments fpveh against aigr;|ii|oil foe tSe death of 
late king. . ’ ' ; ' 

--Thatby the same parliament, a remission be made onim* 

sally from the queen of Scots to any her contiarys, and also from 
every one subject to another, saving that restitution be m^e of 
lands and houses, and all other things heritable, that have bran by 
either aide taken from them which were the owners ther^f .attba 
committing of the queen of Scots to Lochleven. 

That by die same parliament it be declared who shall be sUOces* 
sore to the crown next after the Q. of Scots and her issue; or else, « ’ 
that such right as the D. of Chatelherault had, at the marrisig^ oi 
the Q. of Scots with the lord Damley, may be conserveitabd not 
prejudizedi ' 

That the Q. of Scots may have leave of the queen’s majesty of 
England, twelve months after the said parliament, and that she shdl 
not depart out of England, without special licence of the queen’s 
majesty. 

That the young king shall be nourished and brought up in Eng> 
land, till he be years of age. \ 

It is to be considered, that in this cause the compositnSQ'bhtween 
the queen and her subjects may be made with certain articles, out¬ 
wardly to be seen to the world for her honour, as though all the parts 
should come of her, end yet for the surety of contrary s, that certain 
betfrixt her and the queen’s majesty are to be concluded. 

No. XXXI. (Vol. I. p. 402.) 

The Queen to Sir. Fronds Knolleys, 2 2d January, 1568-9. 

. Wb greet you well. We mean not, at this point, by any 
Paper Of- writing, to renew that which it hath pleased God to make 
grievous to us and sorryful to yow ; but forbearing the 
same as unmeet at this point, having occasion to tommand yow iti . 
our service, and you also whilest yoU are to serve ns. We tequird,,_ 
yow to consider of this that followeth with like consid^atii^aip" 
diligence, as hitherto yow have accustumate in ohr sefldii^^i^^ 
time of our last letters written to yow thq 14th of this nMwWfdr ‘pa- 
moving of the queen of Scots, we had-ulderstanding oUfrif Scot^' 
land of certain writings sent by her from thence .nio Scotland, 
amongst Ihe which one is found to contain great and: aaanifest un- 
truflis to whing ,us and others sdA, as sh^ and ntay plainly appear 
unto yow by the copy of the eadie, whkdi lUtanse wa send yeu^^d 
because at the same ttmewe were adyektisedjthatitlheilW be smtrtly 
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proclaimed in Scotland, though then it wbb not, we thought |*ood 
first to remove' the queen, before we would discIoM the same; and 
then expect the issue thereof; and now, this day, by letters from 
our cousin of.Hunsdon we ^ .ascertained, that since that ti|^ the 
same matters contained in thasmting, are published in diverse parts 
of Scotland, whereupon we'hhve thought it very meet, for the dis¬ 
charge of our honour, and to confound the falsehood contained in 
that writting, not only to have the ,same reproved by open procla¬ 
mation upon our frontiers, the cofl^y whereof we do herewith send 
yow, but also in convenient sort to charge that queen therewith, so 
as she may be moved to declare the authors thereof, and persuaders 
of her to write in such slanderous sort such untruths of us ; and in 
the mean season, we have here stayed her commissioners, knowing 
no other whom we may more probably presume to be parties here¬ 
unto, ^n they, untill the queen shall name some other, and acquit 
them: who being generally charged, without expressing to them 
any particular, do use all manner of speeches to discharge them¬ 
selves ; wherefore our pleasure is, that ye shall, after ye have well 
perused the coppy of this writing sent to yow, speedily declare unto 
her, that we have good understanding given us of diverse letters and 
writtings', sent by her into Scotland,' signed by her own hand, 
amongst which one such writting is sent with her commandment, 
expressly'as now it is already published, as we are much troubled 
in mind that a princess as she is having a cause in our hands so im¬ 
plicated with difiicultys and calamitys, should either conceave in her 
own mind, or allow of them that should devise such false, untrue, 
and improbable matters against us, and our honour, and specially 
to have the aventure to have the same being known so untrue to 
be published ; and you shall also say, because we will not think so 
ill of her, as that it should proceed of her self, but rather she hath 
been'counselled thereunto, or by abuse made to think some part 
thereof to be true, we require her, even as she may look for qny fa¬ 
vour at our hands, that she will disburden herself as much as truly 
she may herein,. and name them which have been the authors and 
perswaders thereof, and so she shall make as great amends to us as 
the case may require; after you have thus far proceeded, and had 
some answer of her, whether she shall deny the writing absolutely, 
or name any that have been the advisers thereof, you shall say unto 
her that we have*stayed her commissioners here, untill we may have 
some answer hereof, because we cannot but impute to them some 
part of this evil dealing, untill by her answer the authors may be 
known; and as soon as you can have direct answers from her, we 
pray you to return us the same; tfor as the case standetb, we can¬ 
not but be much disquieted with it, having our honour so deeply 
topched contrary to smy intention in us, and for any thing we know 
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in onr judgment the earl of Murray and otliers named in the same 
writting, void of thought for the matters, to them therein imputed: 
you may impart to (he queen of Scots either the contents of the 
slanderous letter, or shew her the copy to read it, and you may 
ahTq impart this matter to the lord Scroop, to join with you there as 
you shall think'meet. 

Sir Francis Knolkys to Queen Elizabeth, frotn Wetherby, the 28/A 
January, 1568. 

Anoiiginal. —^ WILL suppress my own grieffs, ana pass them over 
Faper OF- with Silence, for the present learning of your majesty— 
and for this queen’s answer to the coppie of her supposed 
letter sent unto Scotland, I must add this unto my brother’s letter, 
sent unto Mr. Secretary yesternight, late ; in process of time she 
did not deny but that the first lines contained in the same copic, 
was agreeable to a letter that she had sent unto Scotland, which 
touched my lord of Murray’s promise to deliver her son into your 
majesty’s hands, and to avoid that the same should not be done 
without her consent, made her, she saith, to write in t^at behalf; 
she saith also that she wrote that they should cause a proclamaUon 
tp be made to stir her people to defend my lord of Murray's intent 
and purpose, for delivering of her said son, and impunge bis rebel¬ 
lious government, as she termed it, but she utterly denyeth to have 
written any of the other slanderous parts of the said letter touching 
your majesty; she said also, that she suspected that a Frenchman, 
nowin Scotland, might be the author of some Scotch letters devised 
in her name, but she would not alio# me to write this for any part 
of her answer. 

No. XXXII. (Vol. I. p. 409.) 

Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the Right Honourable the Lord of 
• IdddingtOH. 

* 0 th of Youk letter of the 3d of July, I have received the 16th 
From the** Same. For answer whereunto you shall understand 
origiool. that friends here to my lord regent and you do wish such 
a concurrence in all doings, as in matter and circumstances there 
arise no dissension, ot at the least, no more nor other than the dif¬ 
ference of countries doth necessarily require. We here do^think 
convenient that as few delays be used as '((|ay be, for the consum¬ 
mation of the matter in band, which principally to advance your 
allowance, prosecution, and speedy promotion in Scotland, is most 
requisite, for you are so wise, and, well acquainted with the state of 
the world, aikl with all our humours, as you know that some do allow 
and disallow .for reason, some for respect. multitude, some for 
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f;ti|Mt«fpeTions»iD4iotfa« cause isto go |mnHd as pie^ 
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Tho’ the matter haO feken its beginiiltiigherc. ^bn deepaad 
Weighty oonsideratifflija, fo|,^ weftfraf hoth' the princes and tiheir 
realms, as weU presii^jr •«^’in:riiiK t8 cbm it is thought most 

axp^ient that thh ^e|liit,, and realo^'^ Scotland, should 

,:pr^pose the matter to the qbeen our se^reign, if yod.^ to use 
pooves|l«iS8, gQ«^prder, or be disposed to leare but a scar, and no 
'doandof the hurt^ past. I would be giad tbatth|8 my .letter sHduld 
come b your hands before the convention, wik^at k seemayrnur 
^,^’;|tMtor^n and marriage'to the diike'df Norfolk sl^f he 
either to Wynne in them bob allowance or rejec^on. 
^ whi(b$roceedi^s, because you pray me to write fraukly, I.say 
.^d reason thus, me thinketfa you use a preposterous Order to.4e- 
^^^d the consent of such persons, in such matters, St their minds 
a good end hath rather been felt or prepared, and-therefore 
there must needs Mlow either a universal refusal, or faotious bvi- 
***** **1^®^^ ®' Woustering intelligence must needs 

' come tf^jgeen Elizabeth of the intended marriage from thence, 
arhich ought to have been secretly imd iwiviseiUy propounded unto 
her highnesg; hereby you sue theq be meanUig k, by this dealing, 
her majesty shall be made ina^s^e,’ and briiig be matter to 
PMse, as bis which wtoi^t .surety, quietness, 

:*® bo* queens and b^^mlnw/ iimll augment your 
cinn^y, and.brow us your best fii^rasinto diverse wib yoii^ and 
intoj^^q^ division .amoagst ourselves; for you may not conjOc- 
tbimf ba miitter is now in deliberation, but expecteb good octa- 
^^'^for ez^Ut^;. sure I am you do not judge so slenderly of be. 
IHtagi^. dfbk matter, as to bihk sire have^ot cast be worst, or 
j^jisatet benebfo.&r wibout be assistance of be nobility, be 
ehiest, be;^d|edti ajid be mightiest of bis. realm, except queen 
it hab beeo ^flfcealed until you, as the ,fil- 
propound it to hw.'dnbe behaff «rfbe regent, 
M'Scotland. Howfer masterj'n^des defomaridns 
** oif queen Elisibeb^s a&clioiit| end Butster. Secre- 
boi^togent and -to aufquwss be queeh 6f Scots, ‘ I 
Be4,ihor itkihot*matej&l-t bat Idatassr^lythink, bather 
amlasty sriU j^re&iber sure^, be tranquiU^ii^lher reign, toid be 
^^wrsatubof her, people,''bef(mrb]|:devkib*Sfhichtoay proceed 

ibihy aki ditooutt^iQlJmpcrfebtieas c^passibttsipid'hiqpnsidetate 

Aodski'h^ A^,.^cretiiryj'j^o» are bat us . 
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he Itifdr not to go too albie^ so lie coveteth toot to tarry too far 

lwbii^,tild ipc^i^y'^D the reliqitea^of p great valae nor 
power. Ifj^.tiii^lwwdl.asauroiMn^of^mapanimitj’, and bon- 
gtancy, u of |*i;rt?*tent OOnfom^^il would 8ay^«OTfidently, yq;| ■; 
may Apoae aa wi^ iil;him in this as of the 4^ of Norfitfl^' 
the eadit of ;^nd#l?jBmbro)^ Leic^e^, Bed^/rShrewabaty,. 
and the,re8f wthA nol^ty; all which do embrace and proteste.thi; 
accomplishment of toiscue. 1 have, according to yonr advice, 
written pre^ntly to my lord regsi|t, with the same zeal and care of 
hi8well>doingtliatlowetohim,wbomlloveindhonciar. Mr.Secre- 
tary hai^insared onto him'toe queen of Scotland’s favour and good: 
opinion;'!>wherewith he seemeth to be well satisfy’d. If your credit 
be, as I trust, hasten your coming hither, fot'it is very necessary 
that you were here,, presently. Q. Elizabeth both doth write to my 
lord indent in such sort, as he may perceive Mr. Wood’s discourses 
of her majesty’s a&ctioh to be-vain, and Mr. Secretary otoacwise 
bent tbanhe conjectureto oftoim, the effect of which her "asejesty’s 
letter you shall understand, by my lord Leicester’s letter unto you 
at this dispatch. At toe court, 20th July, 1569. 

No. XXXIII. (Vol. I. p. 410.) 

Bart of a Letter from the Earl of Murray to L.B^' 
probably Lord Burleigh. 

^ — Bic A.D s E I see that great advantage is talren on small 

Hari.lib. occasions, and that the mention Of the marriage betwixt 
£. 9. the queen my sovereign’s mother, and the D. of Norfolk 
hath this whUe pa^.Jjeen very frequent in both the retdms, 
and then I myself to be spi^n of as a modoner, which I perceive 
is at the last come to her majesty’s ears; 1 will, for satisfaction of 
her highness, and the discharge of my duty towards her majesty, 
manifest unto you my interest, and medling in that matter, from 
toe very beginning,-knowing whatsoever is prejudicial to her high¬ 
ness, cannot'bttt be hurtful to the king my sovereign, this his realm, 
and lUe. What conferences was betwixt the duke of Norfolk, and 
any of them that were with nito within the realm of England,' I am 
not a^ to disalare; but I am no wise forgetful of any . thing tlmt “ 
paaseoitetwizt him and me,'either at that time, or sm.ce.. Abd to 
the end hdr.majesty Imay understand how 1 have been do^|f>to in . 
this matter, Xn^compdfod. to touch some circumstairnet; hhfore 
there Wasiai^^nmn oirher marriage.' In York, at the Meeting 
«f all 'toe<ceamd**'o°^i 4 found very — and neutral dealing with 
toe dukOi'iS^^ers her highness’s commissioners, in the be^nning 
of the eauK^'is in- toe inaldng of the others to poceed sincerely, 

and’ao ^rtlr. iDnimg wtoh time, '1 entered 4otb general speech, 

'%>■ ' 

Jt 4 ‘ ' • 
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sticking at our just defence in the matters that were objected against 
us, by the said queen’s commissioners, looking certainly for no 
other thing, but summary cognition in the causa' of codtrorersy, 
with a final declaration to have followed. Upon a certain day the 
lord Lithington’s secretary rode with the duke to Howard, what pur¬ 
pose they had I cannot say, but that night Lithington returning, and 
’bntring into conferrence with me upon the state of our action, I was 
advised by him to pass to the duke, and require familiar confer¬ 
rence, by the which I might have some feeling to what issue our 
matters would tend. According to which advice, having gotten 
time and place convenient in the gallery of the house where the 
duke was lodged, after renewing of our first acquaintance made at 
Berwick, the time before the assize.of Leith, and some speeches 
passed betwixt us ; he began to say to me, how he in England had 
favour and credit, and I in Scotland had will and friendship of 
many, it was to be tho’t there could be none more fit instruments, 
to. trav^ for the continuance of the amity betwixt the realms, than 
we two. And so that discourse upon the present state of both, 
and how I was entered in that action tending so far to the queen’s 
dishonour, I was willed by him to consider how matters stood in 
this, what honour I had received of the queen, and what inconve¬ 
niences her defamation in the matters laid to her charge might 
breed to her posteiity. Her respect was not little to the crown of 
England, there was but one heir. The Hamiltons, my unfriends, 
had the next respect, and that I should esteem the issue of her 
body would be the more affectionate to me and mine, than any other 
that could attain to that crown. And so it should be meetest, that 
she'affirmed her dismission made in Lochlevin, and we to abstract 
thv letters of her hand write, that she should not be defamed in 
England. My reply to that was, how the matter had passed in 
parliament, and the letters seen of many, so that the abstracting of 
the same could not then secure her to any purpose^ and yet should 
vve^ in that doing, bring the ignominy upon us. Affirming it would 
not he fair for us that way to proceed, seeing the queen’s majesty 
of England was not made-privy to the mattej: as she ought to be, 
in respect we were purposely come i^&gland for that end, and 
for the -r-of the grants of our cause. Ihe duke’s answer was, be 
would take in hand, to handle matters well enough at the eourt. 
After this, on the occasion of certain articles, that were required to 
he resolved on before we entered on the declaration of the very 
ground of onr action, we ewe up to the court; where some new 
cottimissionera were adjoined %o the former, and the hearing of the 
matter ordained to be in the parliament-bousejat Westminster, in 

presence of which commissioners of the. Bind queen, and - 

through the- rebuking of the queen-of England’s owvfifm 
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naa^ionen, we^utt^ the whole of the action, and produced 
en^ evideno^ let^, and prob^iona, as we had, which might 
move the qtti^’a ini^ealy to ddhk well of our cause. Where¬ 
upon expecS% her highness' declaration, and seeing no great 
likelihood of the 4 |tee to be suddenly given, Irat daily motions 
then'i^nade.- to come to an accord with the said^queen, our mat¬ 
ters in hand ip Scotland, in the mean season, standing in ha- 
sard and danger, we were put to the uttermost point off our wit, 
to imagine whereunto the. matters would tend, tho’ albeit we had 
left nothing undone for justification of ourxauses, yet appeared no 
end, but continual motions made to come to some accord with the 
queen, and restore her to whole or half reign. I had no other 
answer to give them, but that I should neither do against conscience 
or honour in that matter. Notwithstanding seeing this my plain 
answer wrought no end, nor dispatch to us, and that I was informed 
that the duke began to mislike of me, and to speak of me, as that 
Probably I had reported of the said queen irreverently, calling her 

td:^Uerer. -^nd murderer, I was advised to pass’ to him, and 

give him good words^ and to purge myself of the things objected to 
me, that I should not open the sudden entry of his evil grace, nor 
have him to our enemy — considering his greatness. It being 
therewithal whispered and shewed to me, that if I departed, he 
standing discontented and not satisfied, I might peradventure find 
such trouble in my way, as my throat might be cut before I came 
to Berrick. And therefore, since it might well enough appear to 
her marriage, I should not put him in utter despair, that my good 
will could not be had therein. So few days before my departing, I 
came to the park in Hampton-court, where the duke and I met to¬ 
gether, and there I declared unto hkn that it was come to my ears, 
how some misreport should be made of me to him, as that I should 
speak irreverently and rashly of the said queen my sovereign's mo- 

ProbBbly t^er, such words as before expressed, that he might-^ 

iu$peet. thereby my affection to be so alienate from her, as that I 
could not love her, nor be content of her preferment, howbeit he 
might perswade himself of the contrary, for as she once was the 
person in the world I loved best, having that honour to be. so near, 
unto her, and having received such advancement and honour by 
ber, I was not so ungrate or so unnatural ever to wish her body 
harm, or to speak of her as was untruly reported of me (howsoever 
the truth was in the self),, and as to the preservation of her son, now 
my sovereign, had moved me to enter into this cause, and that her 
own pressing was the occasion of that which was uttered to her 

Probably--^ whensoever God should move her heart to repent 

dUhonimT, <,£ her-.hyput behaviour aqd life, and after her known re¬ 
pentance, that sheohould be-sepante from that ungodly and unlaw- 
voi. XI. 2 c 
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ful marriage that she was eAtred in, and thdil'aiti^ ^nre joine<},with 
such a godl3^8nd faonourable.it personage affectiqned to 

the true religion, and whom we might tmst, I cohrai^din ihj' heart 
to love her, and to shew her as great plesl:8ure,lhy<hjir/iihd good will, 
a* ever I did in my life; and in case he should be that personage, 
there was Jsone whom I could better like of, the i^ueen - t J —. in 
■• I ■ : ■ of England'being made pivy to the matter, and she allowing 
thereof, which being done, I should labop in all things that I conld, 
to her honour mid pleasure, that were hot prejudicial 'to the king 
my sovereign's estate, and prayed him not to think otherwise of me, 
for my affection was rather buried and hidden within me, awaiting 
until God should direct her to know herself, than utterly alienated 
apd abstracted from her: which he seemed to accept in very good 
part, saying, earl of Murray, thou thinks of me that thing, where- 
unto I will make none in England or Scotland privy, and thou hast 
Norfolk’s life in thy hands. So departing, I came to my lodging, 
and by the way and all night, I was in continual thought and agi- 
!, tation of mind, how to behave myself in that weighty matter, first 
imagining whereunto this should tend, if it Were attempted without 
the queen’s majesty of England’s knowledge and good will, this 
realm and I myself in particular having received such favour and 
comfort at her highness’s hands, and this whole isle such peace and 
quietness, sincf God possessed her majesty with her crown. And 
on the other part, seeing the duke had disclosed him to me, pro- 
testmg, none other were or should be privy to qur speech, I tho’t I 
could not find in my heart to utter any thing that might endanger 
him; moved to the uttermost with these c(%itaiionB, and all desire 
of sleep then removed, I prayed God to send me some good relief 
andoutgate, to my discharge and satisfaction of ray troubled mind, 
which I found indeed; for upon the mom, or within a day or two 
thereafter, 1 entered in conversation with my lord of Leicester, in 
his chamber at'Ae court, where he began to find strange with me, 
that in the matter I madeso.difiScult to him^ standing so precisely 
on conferrence, and how when I had in my communication with the 

duke, come-so far-and there he made some discourse with me, 

about that which WaV talke betwixt perceiving that the duke 
Piobabi; had —the matter to my lort rf Leicester, and thinking 
discioud. me therebydischarged at the duke’s hands, therefore I re-^ 
peated the same communication in every point to my lord of Leices¬ 
ter, who desired me to shew the SSnie tothe queen’s miqesty, which 
1 refused to do, vnllmg hUlf he it might import her highness 

any thing, tBfUt he as fane-^ by .WmiqaBty, and for many be¬ 
nefits received at her highnesa’s handr is obfi^ to wish her well, 
should make dedafation of dm Baiheto her^iiiqes^;'-aa 1 under¬ 
stand by .scpne speech bf heir h%hne88 to -me, he- did. This my 
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d«d|ration to the dnke iras the only canse, that staid the violence 
ai^trouble pitspaiedj^ me unexecuted, as 1 hare, divers ways un- 
dersUiod. , ‘^uine''declaration I was obliged to renew since in 

writings of—sent & my servant Jobn 'Wood.'Tbe sum whereof, 
l-tnut^he sheWed the duke, and something also I wrote to himself, 
for i^'was tho’t this should redeem some time, that the duke should 
not suddenly declare him our enemy, for his greatness was oft laid 
before me, and what friendship he had of the chief of the nobility 
in England, so that it might appear to the queen’s majesty of Eng¬ 
land-BO cold towardsuB, anddoing notiiing publicly Aat might 

seem favourable for us, vTe had some cause to suspect that her high¬ 
ness should not be contrarious to the marriage when it should be 
proposed to her. The sharp message sent by her majesty with the 
lord Boyd, who bad the like commission from the duke tending m 
far to .the said queen’s preferment, as it were proposing one manner 
of conditions from both, gave ns to think that her highness had been 
foreseen in the duke’s design, and that she might be induced to allow 
thereof. But howbeit it was devised in England, that the lord ot 
Lethington should come as from me, and break the matter to her 
highness, as her majesty in a letter declared that she looked for his 
coming, yet that devise proceeded never of me, nor the noblemen at 
the convention could nowise accord to his sending, nor allow of the 
matter motioned, but altogether misliked it, as bring with the skme 
great inconveniences to tihe surety and quietness of this whole isle; 
for our proceedings have declared our misliking and disallowance of 
the purpose ftom the beginning, and if we had pleased he was ready 
for the journey. ‘ And in likewise it was devised.to give consent 

Probablj *1*® --between the said queen and Bot^well, 

divorce, should be suffered to proceed in this realm, as it wa* de¬ 
sired by the said lord Boyd, by reason we.could not understand what 
was the queen's mfqesty’s pleasure, and allowance in that behalf 

—-And whereas ye mean, that her highness was not made privy 

of any such intention, the fault was 'not in me. The first motion 
being declared, as I have written, to my lord of Leicester, and by 
him imparted to her majesty, so far as I could perceivtf by some 
speech, of her highness’s ti* me, before my departing. Thus I h^ve 
plainly declared how I tave been dealt withal for tbismarmge^.and 
how just necesMty moved me not to require directly, that whi^t the 

duke appeared so --unto. And for ray thccatonings, to asteut 

to the same, I have expressed the manner; the persons diat Ipid the 
matter before me, were of my own company. But the duke 
hath spoken, U^t it was his writing which saved my at^attime. 

In conclusion I. pray you persuade her majesty, that she let no, 
speeches nor ahy othcr.thing passed and elated to my prqudicc, 
move her nayas^ to alter her fevour,— towards me, or any ^ays to 
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of%jva||»a^ toWdi in any 

tU^0iib«^'ibay aa^^ftety^l ^1, Hve, 

be^ir'k^pBelf, aiia^tbiU '^-%o &r jpe, my 

lii^yS or lilinger, as pro(^ declare,finds 
tiftt to ei^loy me. - 

"'§0. ^xxfvr (m'n. p;. 2.) ■ 

Wiliam Maitbm^^'Ledingiinf, to heie^&, March iOth, 

. ■ ,v \510, from t/odington. 

great desolation threatened to this whole realm, bh 
the dinttons thereof in'dangerous factions, doth press me 
t&‘frame my letters to your lordship, in other sort,-than were be- 
bdrefull for me, if I had no other respect, but only to mhintain my 
private credit; therefore I am driven to furnish them with matter, 
which I know not to be plausible, whereupon by misconstruing my 
meaning, some there may take occasion of offence, thinking that I 
rather utter my own passions, than go about to inform your Idrd- 
ship'iruly of the state; but I trust my plmn dealing shall bear re¬ 
cord to. the sincerity of my pieaning; to make the same sensible, I 
will Idy before your lordship’s eyes the plat of this country; which 
first is divided into two factions, the one pretending the mainte¬ 
nance of the king’s reign, the other alledging^ the queen to have 
been cruelly dealt withall, and unjustly deprived of hw state; the 
former is composed of a good number of nobility, gentlemen, and 
principal burroughs of the realme, who shall have, as Mr. Randolph 
beareth ua^in hand; the queen’s majesty your sovereign’s allowance 
and protection; the other hath in it some most principal! of the 
nobility, and therewithal!, good numbers of the inferior sort, 
throughout the whole realm, which also look assuredly that all 
kings do allow their quarrel and will aid them accordingly. 'What 
consequence this division will draw after it, I leave it to your lord- 
ship’s consideration ;^there' is fallen out another division, acciden¬ 
tally, by my lord^xegwt’s death, which is. like to change the ^te of 
the other'two fhctions, to increase the.rae, and diminish the other, 
wl&h is grounded upon the regiment in the realm. Some number 
of noblemen aspire^tb the gov^mep|, pretending right thereto by^ 
reastm of the quisert deUpitaipb and her commission 

grhneed at that time ^'t]^:rif^^’dnt ^ting.:tiie kingl’s minority; 
another faction dbt& aTta^^ttiW^replne agahut that divisiqp,. think¬ 
ing it nOithet fit'iw thid tl^Keor four of the mdtiitist sort 

amoag8tfthl^eatb,'(iyitt pre|ume to ^lilijOujge to thwsdves a rule 
over the whole realme; next 1do<0,'' tha first hi rank, the 

gteateifUalway both fos, tire houses, degree, and 

forces, being neglec]cti^^-;thiB orifeV they 9iink preposterous, that 
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lie iortii^^^placedin pnbBcibiiction to comoaqd,and 
th^H^ter^ «a private., men to obey"} besldei.lbat, 

it^Mp^mnasaiqii had in the be^nning been Viewable 
i(w!i^h the radK^art will not gmt), yet am it not be. extended to', 

‘ the pn^d^nt, fon tnat the conditions thereunto annexed are ceased, * 
and^p the efiFect of the whole, void; the latter part of this division 
hadi Jjnany pretences, ,|&f hpsides the queen’s 1i|^pn, which is 
whhlly on that side, a g^tot number of these that have heretofore 
professed the king’s obedidace, do favour the same, and will not 
yield to the government of the pther^ whose preferment for resiiects 
when the queen’s faction shall be increased, wirii a 
part of thO king’s, and these not of least substance, and yowmay 
judge what is like to ensue; another incident is like to move men 
to enter in forther discourses, it is given out here in Scotland that 
the queen’s majesty is setting forth some forces towards the border, 
which shall enter this realm, to countenance these that aspire to the 
regimept, and suppress the contrary faction, and bruits are spread, 
that the same shall be here out of hand; these that think themselves 
of equal force with their contrary factipn at home, or rather an over¬ 
match to them, yet not able to encounter with the forces of another 
prince^ rather .than yield to their inferiors, will I fear, take advice of 
necessity, and evill councillors, and seek also the maintenance of 
some foreign prince, whereby her majesty (altho' no further incon¬ 
venient wew to be feared) must be driven to excessive charges, 
and it would appear there were a conspiracy of all the elements at 
one time to set us together by the eats, for now, when the rumonr of 
your forces coming to#ards the border is spread abroad, even at the 
same time is arrived at Dumbarton, a galzeon with a.messenger sent 
expressly from the king of France, to that part of the nobility that 
favours the queen, to learn the state of the country, and what sup¬ 
port they lack or desire, either for furtherance of her affairs, or for 
their own safety; assuredly this message will be well received, and 
suffered accordingly, tjiis is the present state of Scotland. Now, if 
ypur.tordship would alsp know my opinion, how to choice the best, 
as the case standpth; I will in that also sptisfie your lordship I am 
required from them to deS^latnly, and your lordship shall ju^e 
wither I-do so or not; for I think it plain dealing, when I simply-ut- 
‘ter my judgment, and gt^hot about to disguise my intents. I trust 
the queen’s majesty hath a desire to retain at her devotion the realme 
oif Sood|^d, which she ht^h gone about to purchase, with bestowing 
great <^>Tges,/and thq loss of some of her people; this desire is 
honouFablqibr. her highness, profitable for both the counfreys,* and 
of none to be disallowedspecially if it bb (as I take it) tohave the 
amity of t^.whple realm, for it is not a portion of Scotland can 
serye her toi^-nor wjill it prove coinrobdious for her to suit the 
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friend«bip«f a fkction of ficotlAnd, for ia in gBininif the 

be«t, Bhe mAy )oAe tbe more, and the sane wBuld biitg all hn ac¬ 
tions with us in suspicion, if she.should go about tp'tiourish fkcticns 
among^t^nii which meafiing I am sure never enteredlnto her m^jes- 
ty^ea^l^hea if it be the fiiendship ofthe whole she doth demand, 
}ht her nftt, fo^leasure of one penrt, '^ about to overthrow the rem- 
tiaiit, which wTnot ^'SO fafiable, as scniiiiH'inay give her to under¬ 
stand; but ittther way of treaty, let h^ go about to pacify the 
whole 8tate,'bring‘i^ parties u an .accord, reduce us all by good 
means to <u(i unlTormity, so shall she give us all occasion to think 
well of bef doings, that she tendeth our wealth, and provOks us 
universally to wish unto her majesty A thost prosperous continuance; 
by the contrary, if, for the pleasure of a few. she will send forces to 
supjiresB these whom they mblike, and So consequently offend many; 
men he not Bo faint hearted, but they have courage to provide for 
their own safty, and not only will embrace the means partly offered, 
but win also procure further, at the hand of other princes. This 
for mine own part, 1 do abhorr, and protest I desire never to 
see forces of strangers to sot foot within this land, yet I know not 
what point necessity, may drive men into, as if men in the middle of 
the sea were in a ship, which suddenly should be set (m fire, the fear 
of burning would make them leap into the sea, and soon after the 
fear of the waiter would drive them to clieve again to the fired ship, 
so fbr avoiding present evil, men will many times be inforced to have 
recourse to aUother, no less dangerous. Trpst me forces will not 
bring forth any good fruit to her majesty’s behove, it must be some 
way of treaty shall serve the turn, wherein by my fbrmer letters your 
lordship doth hnow already what is my judgement; you see how 
plainly I do write, without considCratiou in what part my letters may 
be taken, yet my hope is that such as will favourably interpret them, 
shall think that I mean as well to her majesty and that realme, as 
these that will utter other language. I wish the continuance of die 
amity betwixt the two contrys, without other respect, and will not 
conceal firom her majesty any thing, to my knowledge, tending to 
the prejudice thereof; if I shall perceave her msgesty taking frank 
dealings in evil part, 1 shall frcmi thenceforth forbear; in the mean 
season, t will not chase to tiowUe your lordship, as I shall have 
occasion to write, and sq^i taite my leave t>F your lordship. 

No. II. > ir) 

Letter tf Queai EU^B^ to tht Eafk ^l^sseis, Jutg |^0. 
CaUerw RioHT ttUsty Well helpved Ctmsin we g^t you 
MS. HU- well ; this day We-have iCo^edyouqtatters of 98 the last 
month, with all ol^ir lettels> Kflt frqett ScoUand, and 
mentionedlh your letten, whereunlo attswef is. desired to 
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be givw before Ae lOth of this month; which is a very short time, 
the w^fhtin^ of the matters, and the distance of the places con- 
siderM; nev^^eless we have, as the shortness'could suffer it, re* 
solved to give'this ansvrer following, which we will that yow, by 
Warraad hereof, shall cause to be given in our name to the earl of 
Lennrix atir^the rest of the noblemen conveeud with him. Where it 
is b^^em,'in their letters, and writings alletlg’d,thdf forlackofour 
res'olute answer, concerning the establishing of ^e regiment of the 
realm, under their young king, great inconvenidhceshave happned, 
and therefore they have deferred now at their last convention to de¬ 
termine of the samine, who shall have the place of governour, until 
the 21st this month, before which time they require to have our ad¬ 
vise, in what person or persons the government of that realm shall be 
established, we accept very thankfull the good will and reputation 
they have of us, in yielding so frankly to require and follow our ad¬ 
vise in a matter, that toucheth the state of their king, theirselves, and 
realm so near, wherein as we perceive that by our former forbearing 
to intermeddle therein, they have taken some discomfort, as though 
that we would not have regard to their state and suerty, so on the 
other part, they of their wisdoms ought to think that it might be by 
the whole world evil interpreted in us to appoint them a form of go¬ 
vernment, or a governour by name, for that howsoever we should 
mean w;ellif we should do so, yet it could not bo without some jea¬ 
lousy in the heads of the estate, nobility, and community of that 
realm, that the government thereof should be by me specially 
named, and Ordain’d; so as finding difficulty on both parts, and yet 
misliking most that they should take any discomfort by our for¬ 
bearing to show our mind therein, we have thought in this sort for to 
proceed, considering with ourselves how now that realm had been 
a good space of time ruled in the name of their king, and by reason 
of his base age, governed heretofore by a very cerefull and honour¬ 
able person, the earle of Murray, untill that by a mischievous per¬ 
son (an evil example), he was murdered, whereby great disorder 
and cpnfusion of necessity had, and will more follow, il determina¬ 
tion be not made of some other special! person, or persons, to take 
the charge of governour, or superior ruler special!, for administra¬ 
tion oflaw and justice, we cannot but very well allow the desire of 
these lords Tto have sowe spediaU governour to; be chosen; and 
therefore being well assured, that tiieir own understanding of all 
others js best to consider the state of that realm, and to discern the 
abili^,knd qualities of every persbn inee( pd capable for such a 
char^rwe shall .better satiifie ourselves, whW they by their com¬ 
mon copsent shall first choose, and appoint to that purpose, then of 

any to he by us aforehanduncerlanilynaeied, and that because they 

shall perceave that we have tsswe of the. person of their king, 
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vho by ncwue^ of blo<^; and in mpect to his ig young yeart, 
ought to be very iei^er and d||ir to u^ ve shall nothtde bur opimmi 
from the^bntifthtyehait all ^ord to name ble%wiidfether, our 
cousto, tb^, earl of Lennox, to be governor alone, ot jointly'vrith 
oth^ we hear io bOtottheux^otilDe fay ^eircommon'bon''. 

spot appifeted lieatenaat-g^sMX rtaBd# taoveth ns to think 
none can fae ehosen itothat irhc^ereialtnj tiiat shall more'desire Uie 
pteserratibn of the jpig, attd.be more n^et toJuve the govorament 
for his safety, beid^ ne^t to him in jUoodjOf abp nobleman of that 
realm, or elsewhere: and y^; hereby^ we db''lH>t toean to prescribe 
to them this except they shall of themselves fully and fre^y 
allow thereof; furthermore wewonld have them well assured, that 
whatsoever reports of devises are, or shall be spread or invented, 
that we have already yielded our mind to alter the state of the king 
or government of that realm, the same are without just cause or 
ground by us given, for as we have already advertized them, that 
although we have yielded to hear, which in honour we coiild not re¬ 
fuse, what the queen of Scots on her part shall say and offer, nOt 
only for her own assurance, but for the wealth of that realm, yet not 
knowing what the same will be that shall be offered, we mean notto 
breqk the order of law and justice, by advancing her cause, or pre¬ 
judging her contrary, before we shall deliberately and assuredly see, 
upon the hearing of the whole, some place necessary, and just cause 
to do; and therefore finding that realm ruled by a king, and the same 
affirmed by laws of that realm, and thereof invested by coronation 
and other solemnities used and requisite, and generally so received 
by the whole estates, we mean riot by yieldine; to hear the complaints 
ormformafiona of the queen against her so^ to do any act whereby 
to make conclusion of governments, but as we have found it, so to 
suffer the same to continue, yea, not to suffer it to be altered by any 
means that we may impeshe, as to our honour it doth belong, as by 
your late actions hath manifestly appeared, nntill by some justice 
and c!e» cause, we shall be directly induced otherwise to declare 
Cur opinion; and this, we would have them to know to be our de¬ 
termination and course that we mean to^lold, whereon we trust they 
for ffieir jMg^ay «ee bow plainly and honourably we mean to pro¬ 
ceed, and bo^ little cause they have to doubt of us, whatsoever to 
contrary they have ot shall hear; and On the otherpart, wepray 
them of their wisdoms to thjnkhow nnbonourahle, sad contrary to 
all human order,it were Ibr *tf, .Wherntfad queen of Scotland d«th so 
many w^ require to hear her uius^ pad ^ ’ftffer to be fl^dered 
be ^ in the^e, as ,weIJ| for matters betwixt ottmselves Bnd-her, as 
ber.«on^d'h{s party of.^t realm, against 
which offers no ;^on co^ move; us to refWe'ilio glye ear, that we 

shpuM aforehand hpenly aiafa dii«%befo» tU^ be heard 
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Bn4.0on«idered, &a it were, give a judgment or sentence either Ibr 
oime^s .‘Or them %hom she .maketh to be her contrarigs. 
Finallj'rsfa^, admonish them, that the; ,do not, by miscon- 
ceiving'Our gotm meaifl^ toward them, Or by indirect assertions of 
thmr.aditersaryv grounded on untruths,, hinder or weaken their own 
cauiK, in Suehaort, that our good meaning towardsj^m shall not 
take such e^ct towards'them, a^ they shall 'desire^ or themselves 
have need of. All this our answer ye sh^l cause be given them, 
and let them know, that for the shortness of time, this being the 
end of the second of tins month, we neither could ihal^e any longer 
declaration of our mind, nor yet write any several hitters, as if time 
might have served we would have done. 2d July, 1570. 

No. XXXVI. (Vol. II. p. 7.) 

Tht Bukop of Ross to Secretary Lidinglon from ChattisvMrth. 

I BAvn received your letters dated the 26th of May, 
the 10th of January, but on the re- 
.. ceipt thereof I had written to you at length, like as the 
queen :did with my lord Levhigston, by which, you will be resolved 
of many points contained in your said letter. I writ to you that 1 
received yout letter and credit from Tho*. Cowy at London, and 
sent to Leicester to know the queen of England's mind, whether if 
yoa should come here or not. He sent me word that she'will no 
ways have you come as one of the commissioners, because she is 
yet offended with you; and.tlierefore it appears good that ye come 
not hither, but remain where you are', to use your wisdom and dili¬ 
gence, as may best advance the queen's affairs, for I perceive your 
weil and safety depends thereon, in respect to the great feid and 
enmity bom against yon by your Scots people, and the great heir¬ 
ship taken of your father’s landis; both were sure demonstratious 
of their malice.' Yet i am encouraged by your stout and deliberate 
mind. Assure yourself no deligence shall be omitted to procure 
supports forth off all parts where it may be had. We will not re¬ 
fuse the md neither of Papist, Jew, nor Gentil, after my advice; and 
to this end, during this treaty, let all things be well prepared. And 
seeing my lord Seaton is desirous to go into Flanders, the queen 
thinks it very necessary that he so do; for the duke D’Alva hw got¬ 
ten express command of‘the Jking of Sp^n to give support, and I am 
sure t^t there be shall hive aid both 1)f Flandefs and the pope, for 
' it abidw only on the coating of some meia of coontenance, to pro¬ 
cure and receive tl& Same^ /Henoiust needs tarry thlre, on the pre¬ 
parations thWd<;dHifa^'ttisti:euty,vrit^ wiB be a great further¬ 
ance tci^ same here. Thequeen has ahpady written to. the duke 
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lums of money .coming for support of the Englishmen^ as I wrote 
to^yoii .before, from the pope. Whereupon I would he bad a gene* 
^commiseion to deal for them, and receive such sums as shall be 
^ven.. The means shall be found to cause you be ansueiit of the 
sums yop writ for, to be dispoisit upon the funushihg of the castle of 
Edinburgh, so bdngsome hpiiest and true man were sent to Flan- 
dms to receive it, Us said is, which I Would you prepared and sent. 
Orders shall be taken for the metals as you writ of. We have pro- 
ponit your avyce .in entring tottrent-with the queen of England, for 
retiring of her forces puntygally for lack of aid; Your answers to the 
Englishmen are tho’t very good, bat above all keep you weill out of 
their hands, in that case, estote prudentes sicut serpentes. You 
may take experience with the hard dealing with me, how ye would 
be used if ye were here, and yet I am not forth of danger, being in 
medio nationis pravee; alway no fear, with God's grace, shall make 
me shrink from her majesty's service. Since the queen of England 
has refused that you come here, it appears to me quod nondum est 
sedata malitia amorreorum, &c.; and therefore if Athol or.Cathenes 
might by any means be procured to come, they were the most fit 
for the purpose, Rothes were also meet, if he and I were not both of 
one sirname: so the treaty would get the less credit either in Scot¬ 
land or here. Therefore avys, and send the best may serve the turn, 
and fail not Robert Melvil come with them, whoever comes, for so 
is the queen’s pleasure; in my last packet, with James Fogo, to 
you, in the beginning of May, I sent a letter of the queen's*own 
handwriting to him, which I trust ye received. 1 am sorry ye come 
not for the great relief I hoped to have had by your presence, for you 
could well have handled the queen of England, after her humour, 
as you were wont to do. The rest I refer to your good wisdom, 
praying God to send you health. From Chattisworth the 15th of 
January. 

No. XXXVII. (Vol. il. p. 25.) 

Tie declaration of John Cats to the Lords of Grange and Lethington 
foutfgare upon the 8tk day of Oct. 1571. 

Whereas you desire to know the queen’s majesty’s pleasure, 
what she will do for appeasing of these controversies, and therewith 
has offered ydhrselves to be at her commandment, touching the 
common tranquility of the whole isle,.and the amity of botih realms; 
her pleasurii is in this behalf,, that ye should leave off the mainte- 
i^ce of tl^icivil discord, and give your Obedience to the king, 
whom ^e. will maintain, to the utmost of her power. . 

And in this doing, , she will deal with the regent and the king’s 
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party to receive you into favour, upon reasonable couditions for se¬ 
curity of life and livings. 

Also she says that the queen of Scotts, for that she has practised 
with the pot)e and other princes, and also with her own subjects in 
England, great and dangerous treasons against the state of her own 
country, and also to the destruction of her own person, that she 
shall never bear authority, nor have liberty while she lives. 

If ye refuse these gentle offers, now offered unto yon, she will 
presently aid the king's party, with men, ammunition, and all ne¬ 
cessary things, to be had against you. 

Whereupon her majesty requires your answer with speed, without 
any delay. 


No. XXXVIII. (Vol. II. p. 34.) 

ArHcks sent by Knox to the General Assembly, August 5/A, 1572. 

Calderw PiHST. desiring a new act to be made ratifying all things 

MS. concerning the king and his obedience that were enacted 
tor;,Tol.2. of before without aiiy change, and-that the ministers who 
have contraveend the former acts be corrected as ar- 

cordeth. 

That sute be made to the regent’s grace and nobility maintaining 
the king's cause, that whatsoever proceedeth in this treaty of peace 
they be mindful the kirk be not prejudg’d thereby, in any sort, and 
they especially of the ministers that have been robbed of tlieir pos¬ 
sessions within the kirk during tho'timeof tire troubles, or otherwise 
dung and injured, may be restored. 

To sute at the regent, that no gift of any bishoprick or other be¬ 
nefice be given to any person, contrary to the tenor of the acts made 
in the time of the first regent of good memory, and they that are 
given contrar the said acts, or to any unqualified person, may be 
revoked and made null be an act of secret council, and that all bi- 
shopricks so vacand may be presented, and qualified persons nomi¬ 
nal thereunto, within ayeai^after the vaking thereof, according to 
the order taken in Leith be the commissioners of the nobility and of 
the kirk in the month of January last, and in special to complain 
upon the giving of bishoprick of Ross to the lord Methven. 

That no pentions of benefices, great or small, be ^ven be simple 
donation of any lord regent, without consent of the possessor of the 
iaids benefices having tittle thereto, and the admission of the super¬ 
intendent or commissioners of the province where this benefice lyctli, 
or of the bishops lawfully elected according to the s^ffdrder taken 
at Leith; and desete an act of council to be made thereupon, until 
the next Parliament, wherein the samino may be specially inacted, 
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the lor<}^*ofsetnoa to give any lettot* or decreeti, 
limple gitta of^ene^diil'ot'^IisTong not being ^ven iq 
rehearsed,.Jltid thaf the.lciijc presentl^jj iUB^bled 
-declare atl^'wich nnll’irb far u in flielr power.. ' • 

■,y the form of prfesentatibtl^ b^efices, which were in the 
firet and a^cohd^ re^^nt’s bli''not chang’d aajiow it is c6m- 
inanly.; biit tbitt|his c)au^'be cOnbliined in the presentation, that 
if the pentbns presented'ttto3ce not twidence, or be slandrous,' or 
found unworthy teither in^life or doctrine be the judgment of the 
kirk (to which alwise he sWl be pbje^t) or meet to be transported 
to another room at the sight of the kirk, the said presentation and 
all that shall fail thereupon shall be null and of no force nor effect; 
aiid this, to have place also in the nomination of the bishops. 

, That an act be made in this assembly that all things done in pre¬ 
judice of the kirk’s assumption of the thirds, either by Papists or 
others, by giving pf fews, liferents, or taks, or any otherwise dispon¬ 
ing the saiA assumed thirds, be declared null with a solemn pro¬ 
testation the whole kirk disasenteth thereto. '' 

"ITiat an act be made decerning and ordaining all bishops, admitted 
to the order of the kirk now receivedi to give account of their whole 
rents, and intromissions therewith once in the-year, as the kirk 
shall appoint, for such causes as the kirk may easily consider the 
same to be most expedient and necessar. 

Anent the jurisdiction of the kirk, that the same be determined 
in this assembly, because tins article hath long been postpond.to 
make sute to the regent and Council for remedy agaiqst messengers 
and excommunicate persons. 

Last, 'I'hat orders be taken anent the procurers of the kirk, who 
procure against ministers and ministry, and for sutting of justice 
of the kirk’a actions in the session. 

No. XXXIX. (Vol. II. p. 39.)^ 

Detlaratioh of Hmi-y Kilfigrewe, Esq. upon the Peace concluded the 
aarffei. 1572. . 

Be it known to all men, by these presents, that I, Henry Killi- 
grewe, esq. ambassador for the queen’s majesty of England/ Fotas- 
ihuch as, at the earnest motion and solicitation being made to me, 
^n her highness’s bChalf, there is acc6rd and paclfieatito of the 
public troubles and civfl'war 'within'dus realtit of Scotland agreed 
and concl^ed, and tbe.ham^e ihvourably extended towards die right 
ygpourabl^eorg^ ettfl' of Hdn^y/ Iord> Gordon and Baidzenodt, 
ipi the loIpjphti-Hamiife^ Son to the duke’s'grace of Chastel- 
larault, and’Cpdimehdatoui^ hf ‘the abhy df 'Aiurbrodibck, for the 
surety of tlie Itres, livings/ honours, and-gobd8':of them, t^r kin- 
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folkt^ friendi. seryants, and partakers, noi^ properly depending on 
them i in tlreatipg of the which said pacification, the murde'iers of 
the late' earl of Murray uncle, and the earl of Levenax grand^ther, 
late regent to the king’s paajesty of Scotland his realm and lieges, 
as* also an article touching the discharge for the’ fru.ctis or move- 
able goods, which the said persons have taken' fra personis profess¬ 
ing the king’s obedience, before the damages done or committed by 
them, since the 15th day of Junij, 1567, and before the penult day 
of July last by passed, by reason of the common cauu or any 
thing depending thereupon, being , thought by die king’s commisa- 
ries matteris of such wecht and importance, as the king’s present 
reg^t could not conveniendy, of - himself, remit or discharge the 
same. Yet in respect of the necessity of the present pacification, 
and for the weil of the king, and common quietness of this realm 
and lieges, it is accorded, that the matters of remission of the said 
murderers, and of the discharge of the said frueds, moveable goods, 
and other damages, be moved by the persons desiring the said re¬ 
missions and discharge to the queen’s majesty my sovereign, as to 
the princes nearest both in blood .and habitation to the king of Scots. 
And whatsoever her majesty shall advise and councel touching the 
said remission and discharge, the said lord regent, for the weil of 
the king and universal quietness of the realm of Scotland, shall 
perform, observe, and fulfill the same. And in likewise, the said 
earl Huntly, and commendatour of Abirbrothock, being urged to 
have delivered pledges and hostages for observation of the con¬ 
ditions of the said accord and pacification , hath required me in place 
thereof, in her majesty’s name, by virtue of my commission, to pro¬ 
mise for them, that they shall truly and faithfully observe and keep 
the said pacification, and all articles and conditions thereof, for their 
parts, and that it would please her majesty to interpose herself, as 
surety and cautioner for them to that effect, to the king’s majesty of 
Scotland their sovereign and his said regent, which I have done, 
and promise to do, by virtue of her majesty’s commission, ns by the 
honourable and plain dealing of the said earl and lord, their inten¬ 
tion to peace well appears, the same being most agreeable to die 
mind of»the queen’s majesty my sovereign, which so long by her 
ministers hath travelled for the said pacification, and in the end, at 
her motion and solicitation, the same is accorded, knowing her ma¬ 
jesty’s gddly desire, that the same may continue unviolate, and 
that the noblemen and others now. returning to the king’s obe^enoe 
shall have sqfiBcient surety for their lives, livings, honours; and 
goods. Therefore inhermajesty’s name, anyd by virtue of my com¬ 
mission, I proinise'io-the aforesaid earl Huntly and ejWHmendat<|t>r 
of Abirbrothock, that by her majesty’s goo4 means, tlm'said remis¬ 
sion and dq|chm|ge shall be purchased and,.obtained to them, their 
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kinfolks, friends, semnts, and partakers, now properly depending 
upon, them (the persona specified in Uie first abstmance always ex- 
cepted), as also tiiat the shid pam^eatibn shall be truly observed 
to them, and that her majesty shall interilose herself as conserva. 
trix thereof,V and endeavour herself to cause the same to be traly 
andsincerely kept in all points and articles thereof accordingly. 
In witness whereof I hive to.;tbi8 present subscribed with my hand, 
and sealed the barae with mine own seal, the 13th day of Feb. anno 
Domini ^72. ■ And this to. bC'^rformed by me, betwixt the date 
hereof, and the parliament wkich shall be appointed for their resti¬ 
tution, or at the furthest; before the end of the said parliament. 
Sic subscribitur. 

Tie Bishop of Glasgow's note concerning the Queen of Scotland's dowry. 

isre. queen of Scotland, dowager ,of France, had for her 

Cott. Jib. dowry,.besides other possessions, the dukedom of Turene, 
€****• ^.*' which was solemnly contracted and given to her by the 
king and estates of parliament; which dukedom she possessed 
peacefully till 1576, and then, upon the pacification betwixt the 
king and Mons. his brother, to augment whose appenage this dutchy 
was given, to which the queen of Scotland yielded upon account of 
princes; who were her near relations,, provided the equivalent which 
was promised her should be faithfully performed. So that year, 
after a great many sollicitations, in lieu of that dutchy, she had 
granted her the county of Vermaudaise, with the lands and baili¬ 
wicks of Seuley and Vetrey; tho’ ’tis known that county and the 
other lands were not of equal value with Turene, but was promised 
to haVe an addition of lands in the neighbourhood to an equal value. 
Upon this letters patent were granted, which were confirmed in the 
courts of parliament, chamber of accompts, couft of aids, chamber 
of the treasury, and others necessary; upon which she entered into 
possession of tliat county, &c. Afterwards, by a valuation of the 
commissioners of the chamber of accompts, it was found that the 
revenue of that county, &c. did not kmount to those of Turene, by 
3000 livres. But instead of making up this deficiency according 
to justice, some of the privy council, viz. M. de Cheverny, the pre¬ 
sidents of Bellievre, Nicopholay, and St. Bonet,in the hame of the 
king, notwiftstandihg of her aforesaid losses, (fid sell and alienate 
the lands of SenUs^; and the dutchy of Estaimpes, to Madam de 
Montpensier, from wjbom the king received money; of which sale 
the counsellors aforesaidvbliged tbemselvps to be guarantees, which 
h^th hinde^ the, aforesaid qqeen ^.have, jqsdce done her. „ So 
that Madatd de Monipeaswr hath been jput in possession of these 
^ds of Senlis, contmy to all the deckratbn, protestation, and 
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assurances 9f the lfi“g of France to queen Marj’s ambassadors. So 
that die queen of Scodand is dispossessed of her dowry, contrary 
to all equity, without any reganl to her qdsdity. 

No. XL. (Vol. II. p. 43.) 

.4 Letter from the Lord of Lochkoin to the Regent Morfom. 

3d March, Ix will .please your grace, I received your grace’s letter, 
^ considered the satiie. The parson of Camsey was 
Aichives. At me before the receit thereof, directed fra my lord 
Bond. B. Jjfar, and the master anent my last written, which was 
the answer of the writing that the master sent to me, which 
I send to your grace, desiring me to come to Sterling to confer with 
them. I had given my answej before the receit of your grace’s 
letter, that I behuiffit to be besyd Sanct Androis, at one friend’s 
tryst, which I might not omit; I understand by my said cousin, that 
the king’s majesty is to write to divers of the nobility tq come there, 
anent your lordship’s trial, and that he had written before fts de¬ 
parting to my lord Monthrois. I understand likewise, he will write 
to your grace to come there for the same effect, which I tho’t good 
to make your grace foreseen of the same, praying your grace, for 
the love of God Almighty, to look upon the best, and not to sleep 
in security, but to turn yon with unfeigned heart to God, and to 
consider with yourself, that when the king’s majesty was very young, 
God made him the instrument to divest his mother from her autho¬ 
rity, who was natural princess, for offending of his Divine Majesty, 
and that there ran no vice in her, but that the same is as largely in 
you, except that your grace condescended not to the destruction of 
your wife. For as to harlotry and ambition, I think your grace has 
as far offended God, and far more in avaritiousness, which vycis 
God never left unplagued, except speedy repentance, which I pray 
God grant to your grace, for otherwise your grace can never have 
the love of God nor man. I pray your grace flatter not yourself; 
for if your grace believes that ye have the good-will of them that 
are the king’s good-willers ye deceive yourself; for surely I see per¬ 
fectly that your own particulars are not contented, lat be the rest 
and thatmost principally for your hard dealing. 1 pray your grace, 
hair with me that I am thus hamlie, for certainly it proceeds from 
no grudge, but from th6 very {Section of ray heart towards your 
grace, which has contihued since we were acquainted. And now I 
see, because the matter Stands in your grace’s handling with the 
king’s majesty, for certainly if your grace fall forth now, 

1 see not how ye shall meet hereafter; pray I ydur to call to 
God, and look on'the best, and cast from your grace both your 
vices, to wit, ambiUoA and avaritiousness. I am riding this day to 
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Sanct AndroM, and trust to return on Wednesday at the farthest. 
If your gnf^ will cohij^nd, me'hi any offices ihat are honest, that 
I may do your gritie ploiinre’in at ^|^tig, advertiseof your grace’s 
mind, and shall do to my power and knowledge, and this with my 
heartlie, &o. dkc. 

To^ur trusty Cousin the Lord Lockkvm, 

•• ®fter our most hearty commendations, 

E.^Mor- we received your lettefof the 3d ofMarch, wid a« we take 
chivw*^' plainness thcrmn in good part, as prodheding from a 
^'nd!*B. fri®^d and kinsman, in whose good affection; towards us 
No. 31. we never doubted, so ye may not think it strange that we 
purge ourselves so far of your accusation, as in conscience we find 
not onrselvcs to have offended in. ^As touching our offence to God, 
we intend not to eitcuse it, but to submit us to his mercy; for am¬ 
bition surely we think none can justly accuse us; for in our pnvatc 
estate we could, and can live as well contented, as any of our de¬ 
gree fa Scotland, without further aspiring. The bearing too the 
charge of the government of the realm, indeed, mon lead us, or any 
other that shall occupy that place, not simply to respect ourself but 
his majesty’s rowrae, which we supply, and therein not transcending 
the bounds of measure, as we trust, it shall not be found we have 
done, it ought pot to be attributed to any ambition in us. For as 
soon as ever his majesty shall think himself ready and able for his 
own government, none shall more willingly agree and advance.the 
sape nor I, since I think never to set my face against him, whose 
honour, safety, and preservation has been so dear unto me, nor I 
Will never believe to find otherwise at his hand than favour, although 
all the unfrjends I have in the earth were about him, to persuade 
him to the contrary. As we write unto you, our friendly dealing 
and confidence in the house of Mar is not thankfully acquit; as we 
trust yourself considers; but because the ambassadors of England, 
my lord of Angus; tlie chancellor, treasurer, and some noblemen 
ride| west this day to see the king, we pray you heartily address 
yourself to be there as soon as ye can, and as ye shall find the like¬ 
lihood of all things, let us be advertised thereof with your own ad¬ 
vice, by Alex'. Hay, whom we have thought good to send wert, 
seeing my lordof Angus from Sterling rides to Douglas. And so 
we commit yoil in the protection of God. At Holyrood-house, the 
'4th of March, 1577; ; 

For the avaritiousness laid to our charge. Indeed it lies not in us 
so liberally to deal the king’s gem«, as to satnfy all craver8, .nor 
fievOT shall iMj sovereign and native-bUrn prihee, let be any officer, 
eschew the disdains of such, as thinks fnem judges, to their own 
reward; in many causes I dbi^ not to find the assistance of my 
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friends, but inhere my actions shall appear unhpnest, I will not crave 
their assistance, but let me bear my own bufthen. 

No. XLI. (Vol. II. p. 66.) 

Letter of WStinghut^s to Rando^h, February 1580-1. 

Con. ub. ^ received from my lord lieutenant the copy 

Calig. C. 6. of your letter of the 25th of the last directed unto his 
lordship, containing a report of your negotiation with the king and 
his council, in your second audience, wherewith having made her 
majesty acquainted, she seemed somewhat to mislikc that you should 
so long defer to deal for the enlargement q/'Empedocles. But I made 
answer in your behalf, that I thought you were directed by the ad¬ 
vice of the said Empedocles’s friends, in the soliciting of that cause, 
who knew what time was fittest for you to take to deal therein, with 
most effect, and best success, with which answer, her majesty did in 
the end rest very well satisfied, touching that point. 

Your putting of us in hope that D’Aubigny might easily be won 
at her majesty’s devotion, was at first interpreted to have been 
ironie spoke by you. But since it seeraeth you insist upon it, I 
could wish you were otherwise persuaded of the man, or at least 
kept that opinion to yourself, for considering the end and purpose 
of his coming into Scotland, as may be many ways sufficiently 
proved, was only to advance the queen’s liberty, and reception into 
that government, to overthrow religion, and to procure a foreign 
match with Villenarius, wherein the inclosed copy, which you may 
use to good purpose there, shall partly give you some light; .there 
is no man here can be persuaded that he will change his pufpose 
for so small advantage as he is likely to find by it, and therefore 
you shall do well to forbear to harp any more upon that string, as 
I have already written lo you. The prince of Orange sending, I 
fear will not be in time that it may do any good; for besides that 
these people are in themselves slow in their resolutions, their own 
affairs are, at present, so great, their state so confused, and the 
prince’s authority so small, that he cannot so soon take order in it; 
and yet for my own part, I have not been negligent or careless in 
the matter, having more than three weeks past, sent one about it, 
from whom nevertheless I do yet hear nothing. Th* letters you 
desire should be written thither by the French ministers, I have 
given order to Mr. Killingrew to procure, who, I doubt not, 
will carefully perform it, so that, I hope, 1 fhall have them to send 
you by the next. And so I commit you to God. A» Whitehall, 

the 3d of February isSO. 

Your very loving cousin and servant, 

; Fna. Wai.sincham. 
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The prec^djng letter U an original, and in some parts of tt wrote 
in cyph(gi9, and explained by another hand- By Eml^ocles 
is understood Morton. By Villenarius, the king of Scots. 
D’Aubigney'is marked thus ^ ' q. 


3teb. 1680 . 

Sundry notes gathered upon good diligence given, and in time td be 
better manifested, being now thought meet to be in convenient sort 
used and laid against I)’Avhigny, to prove him abusing the king, the 
nobifty, arid that state. 

FiasT, it hath been informed by credible means, that 
An'origi-. B’Aubigney was privy and acquainted with la Navfe the 
nal. king’s mother’s secretary, coming into Scotland, and of 
his errand there, tending chiefly to persuade the king, to think and 
esteem it an evil president for princes that subjects might have 
power to deprive their lawful sovereigns, as they did his mother, 
who was not minded, by any mean, to defeat him, either of the 
present government of that realm, or yet of the possession of the 
, crown and inheritance thereof, but rather to. assure the same to 
him; and that for the accomplishment of that assurance, the king 
should have been advised and drawn to have governed,- for some 
short time, as prince, calling D’Aubigny to rule as governor of 
the prince, by commission from the queen his mother, until the 
king’s enemies were suppressed; a^r which time D'Aubigny 
should have power given to establish and resign that kingdom to 
the king, by his mother’s voluntary consent, whereby all such, as 
had before been in action against the queen or her authority, 
might be brought to stand in the king’s mercy. And for that the 
king might live in more surety, D’Aubigny should be. declared both 
second person in succession of that crown, and also lieutenant ge¬ 
neral of Scotland, and that D’Aubigny before his departure out of 
France, received commission from the king’s mother to the effects 
remembered, or near the same. That in this behalf he had con¬ 
ference with the bishops of Glasgow, and Rqss, and with Sir James 
Baford, with which persons, and with the duke pf Guise, he had 
and hath frequent intelligence, and by Sir James Baford he was 
advised to confer with the lord John Hamilton before his repair into 
Scotland, whq^eunto he Agreed, and yet afte.rwards he sent one 
John Hamilton to the said lord John to excuse him in this part, 
aliedging, that he did foibear to come .to him, , lest thereby be ^ould 
maiTiOr .hiuder greater .effects to be executed-by him in Scotland. 

’That before Us coming intohhatTe^m, the nobility and country 
were well quieted and. united in good concord, with great love 
betwixt the king, and nobility, and amongst the noblesse, but he 
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hatli both dmwn the king against sundry of the cluefest of his 
nobility, that have been most ready; and have expended tlieir 
blo0d and possessions to preserve religion, and defend die king’s 
person, his government and estate, and also hath given occasions 
of great suspicions and offence to be engendered betwixt the 
king and his nbbility, and especially with such* as have been in 
action against the king's mother, and her authority, who by force 
and means of the said commission and practice, should have 
been brought into most dangerous condition; and who also may 
find themselves in no small perill while he possesses the king’s 
ear, abuseth his presence, and holdelh such of the principal keys 
and-ports of his realm, as he presently enjoyeth. 

That he hath drawn the king not only to forget the great bene¬ 
fits done to him and his realme, by the queen’s majesty of Eng¬ 
land, but also to requite the same with sundry signs of great un¬ 
thankfulness, and wounding therewith the honour of her majesty, 
and thereby hath adventured to shake the happy amity long time 
continued betwixt those princes. 

And whereas these griefs were to be repaired by gentle letters 
and good offers', to have passed and been done betwixt them : in 
which respect the king and council having resolved to write to 
her majesty, for her highness better satisfaction in the late negotia¬ 
tion of Mr. Alexander Hume of Northberwick, had given order to 
the king's secretary to frame that letter : He minding to break the 
bond of amity in sunder, willed the secretary to be sure that no¬ 
thing should be inserted in that letter whereby the king should 
crave any thing at her hands, seeking thereby to cut off all loving 
courtesies betwixt them, as by the declaration of the said secre¬ 
tary may be better learned, and thereupon further approved. 

iliat under the hope and encouragement of D’Aubigny’s pro^ 
tection, Alexander King presumed with that boldness to make his 
lewd harangue, and by his means hath hitherto escaped chastise¬ 
ment and correction, due for his offence. 

That Sir James Baford, condemned of the slaughter of the ting’s 
father, hath been called into the realm by Lennox, without the pri¬ 
vity of the king. And whereas the said Sir James found in a green 
velvet desk, late the earl of Bothwell's, and saw and had iti' his 
hands the principal band of the conspirators in that murder, and 
can' best declare and witness who were authors and executors of 
the. same ;.he is drawn by Lennox to suppress the truth, and to 
accuge such as he himself knoweth to be innocent; and as by order 
of la^; will be so found, if they may have due trial, which, con¬ 
trary to all justice, is by Lennox means denied. 

TJus charge agaitui D’Aubigny, mentioBed in thejcregoing 
Utter hy TTahingiam ; 6iit by Baford they mean Sir Jama Balfour. 
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No. XLII.- (Vol. II. p. 80 .) 

The copy of the King (f France his directions sent to, Scotland 'with 
Seineur de la Matte Feneldn. Translated but of the French. 

Fir**", tm their megestys most Christian part, he shall 
^rjr,Tol. 3 . honourable salutation and Tisiting to the 

^ * 08 . most serene king of Scotland, their good brother and lit¬ 
tle son, that in him is possable. , 

To give him their letters that are closed, such and such like as 
they have written to him with their hands, and to show expressly 
the perfect friendship and singular affection, that their majestys 
bear to him, and to bring back the answer. 

To take heed to the things which touch near the most serene 
king, to the effect that his person may be in no danger, but that it 
may be most sorely preserved. 

And that he be not hindred in the honest liberty that he ought 
to have, and that no greater or strsuter guards be about him than 
he had before. 

And such like, that he be not impeached in the authority, that 
Qod hath given to him of king and prince sovereign above his 
subjects, to the effect he may as freely ordain and command in his 
affairs, and in the affairs of his country, with his ordinary council, 
as he was used to do of before. 

That his nobility, barons, and commonality of his country may 
have their free liberty to resort to his serene majesty without sus¬ 
picion of greater guards or more armed men about his person than 
the use was, that they be not affraid and hindered to resort; and 
further that the segnieur de la Motte Fenelon sail liberally and 
freely speak to the said serene king and council, requiring the re¬ 
establishing of that that may or hath been changed or altered. 

And that be may know if the principalis of the nobility and other 
men of good behaviour of the towns and commonality of the con- 
try conveens, and are content with the form of government pre¬ 
sently with the said serene king, to the end that if their be any 
miscontent he may travaile to a^e them together, and that he re¬ 
turn not without the certainty of the samine. 

And if he may<understand that there be ahy who have not used 
them so reverently towards the said serene king their sovereign 
lord, as the duty iX their obedience required, that he may pray on 
this behalf of his majesty most Christian the said serene Idng his 
good brother, giving ^ councill wholly to forget the same, and 
exhor^ng them to do their duty towards his majesty, in time com¬ 
ing, in all respects with the obedience and true subjection they 
ought him. 
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And if thn sftid d6 Ia Mottc pcrcGvcs tlic s&id sciGtic 

king to be in any manner constrtined Of big person, authority, li- 
be^ty, and disposition of hu affairs, than he used to he, and not 
convenient for his royal dignity, or as the sovereignty rf a prince 
doth require, ffiat he use all moyen lawful and honest to place him 
in the samine, and that he emplpy as much as the credit of his 
most Christian majesty may do toward the nobility and subjects of 
that contfy, and as much as may his name, with the name of his 
crown towards the Scottish nation, the which he loves and con¬ 
fides in as much as they were proper Frenchmen. 

And that be wittness to the said serene king, and his estates, of 
his consent, and to all the nobility and principall personages of 
the contry, that his most Christian majestie will continue on his 
part in the most ancient alliance and confedracy, which he hath 
had with the said serene king his good brother, praying his nobi¬ 
lity and contry, with his principall subjects, to persevere in tlie sa¬ 
mine, in all good understanding and friendship with him; tlie 
which, on his part, be shall do, observing the samine most invio¬ 
lable. 

Further his most Christian majesty understanding that the se¬ 
rene king his good brother was contented witli the duke of Lenox, 
and his servise, the said signieur de la Motte had charge to pray 
his serene majesty that he might remaine beside him to his con¬ 
tentment, believing that he should more willing intertain the points 
of love and confederace, betwixt their majestys and their contiys, 
because be was a good subject to them both; and if he might not 
remain, without some iteration of the tranquility of his estate, 
that he might retire him to his own house in the said contry, in 
surenes, or if be pleased to return to France that he might surely 

-and if it pleases his serene m^esty, to cause cease and stay 

the impeachments, that are made of new upon the frontiers, to the 
effect that the natural Frenchmen may enter as freely into the 
contry, as they were wont to do of before. 

And that there may be no purpose of diffftmation, nor no speech 
but honourable of the most Christian king, in that contry, but 
such like as is spoken most honourably of the serene king of Scot¬ 
land in France. 

He had another head to propone, which he concealed till a little 
before his departure, to wit, that the queen, the king’s mother, was 
content to rMeive her son in association of the kingdom. 



S(d1bTitA#i). 


^©. XtllL. (VqI. 11. p. 94.) 

Lord Wutude^ to Sir Franck WaltingKam, the of Aitguri, 1584, 

frcmBerwkh. 

Sir, ' ■ ' ; 

^WdOT. AccoRpiNG to my former letters, touching my meet- 
mg with the earl of Arran upon Wednesday last, there 
p. STi. came hi^er to me from the earle, the justice clerk, and 
Sir William Stuart, captain of Dumbarton, both of the king's privie 
council, to treat with me about the order of Our meeting, referring 
wholly to me to appoint the hour, and the number we should meet 
withal; so as we concluded the place to be Foulden, the hour to 
be ten o’clock, and the number with ourselves to be 13 of a side ; 
and the rest of our troops to stand each of them a mile from the 
town; the one on the one side, the other on the other side, so as 
our troops were two miles asunder; I was not many horsemen, 
but I supplied it with footmen, where I had 100 shot on horse, but 
they were very near 600 horse well appointed : According to which 
appointment, we met yesterday, and after some congratulations, 
the earle fell in the like protestations of his good will and readiness 
to serve the queen’s majesty, before any prince in the world, next 
his sovereign, as he had done heretofore by his letters, and rather 
more; with such earnest vows, as unless he be worse than a 
devil, her majesty may dispose of him at her pleasure; this being 
ended, I entered with him touching the cause 1 had to deal with 
him, and so near as I could, left nothing unrehearsed that I had to 
charge the king or him with any unkind dealing toward her ma¬ 
jesty, according to my instructions, which without any delay he 
answered presently, as ye shall perceive by the said answers sent 
herewith; but I replying unto him he' amplified them with many 
moe circumstances, but to this effect. Then I dealt with him 
touching the point of her majesty’s satisfaction, for the uttering 
such practices as has been lately set on foot for the disquieting of 
her majesty and her estate, who thereof made sundry discourses, 
what marriages; have' been offered to his majestie by sundrie princes, 
and by what means the earle has Sought to divert them, and for 
whaf causes; the one, for that be marriage with Spain or France, 
he must also alter his religion, which- as he is sure the king will 
never doe,, so willhe never suffer him to hearken unto it, so long 
as, he bath..'any credit vith him; he denys nOt but the king has 
beto'dealt withal be practices to deal against her majesty, which 
he has so far denied and refused to enter into, as they have left 
dealing therein, but whatsoever the ki’n^ or he knoweth therein, 
theVe'shall he nothing hidden from' her majesty, as her majesty 
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it seems by his speeches, that if 
the thereunto there had been no small 

compainy^dfFreiich . in Scotland ere hosr to disquiet her majesty. 

—^Thistibeing. ended, I dealt with him earnestly for the stay of 
this parliament, which now approacheth; or at the least that there 
nay bejiothing done therein, to the prejodice of these noblemen 
and othen npw.in England, for the forfaalting of their livings and 
gopds: hereupon.he made a long discourse to me, first of the earl 
of Angus dealiiig about the earl of Morton, then of his going out, 
notwidistanding of sundrie gracious ofiers the king had made him, 
then of the rpad of Ruthven, how that presently after they had the 
king’s majesty, in their hands, they imprisoned himself, dealt with 
the king for pu^ng of the duke out of the realme, the king re¬ 
fused so to do, they told him plmnly that if he would not he should 
have the earl of Arran’s head in a dish; the king asked what of¬ 
fence the earl had made/? and they answered it must be so, and 
should be so; hereupon for the safeguard of Arran’s life, the king 
was content to send away the duke, and yet Arfan afterwards 
sundrie times in danger of his life; I alledged unto him the king s 
letter to the queen’s majesty, and his acts in council, that they 
had done nothing but for his servise, and with his good liking and 
contentment, who answered me, he durst do no otherwise, nor 
could not do any thing but that which pleased them, with such a 
number of other their dealings with the king whilest he was in their 
hands as are too long to be written, and too bad if they were true; 

I said the king might have let the queen's majesty’s ambassador 
have known his mind secretly, and her majesty would have relieved 
him ; he answered, that the king was not ignorant that the appre¬ 
hensions in that lianner proceeded from Mr. Bow’s practice, and 

thereby durst not impart so much to him, ‘ ^ 

content, and did give remission to as many as would «=knowledgc 
their faults, and ask remission, and such as would not, h® 
fit to banish, to try their further loyalty. •" which lime they con¬ 
spired the king’s second apprehension, and the killing of the e ^ , 
and others, and seduced the ministers to their 

satisfied with these conspiracies fnder ht 

terms them), are entered into a third, being in E«g‘andjnde^h^ 
maiesty’B protection to dishonour her majesty as far as “em 
lieth OT aUeast to cause the Ung conceive some unkmdness in her 
majMty for harbouring of them; I wrote to you what the conspi- 

majesiy, ior.iiBtoo>« >-6 j. j ^ gf ^.rran, 

’1 ^ “»■- ““ “"S”' 

and some ouiers, tne laKing /aavK he> 

home the carles to take the charge of the king; al wb‘ch ^ 

is by Drummond confessed, and by the provost of GlencuWen n« 

d»i,d, «.,d .U» OOMttbl. of lb. o»ll. "““I”" “ • 
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earl brought Druromonid 'with him aa fm as LaagtOD) tshere be lay, 
to have confessed the consjurac^ bef<Hre me,'but l^pdng at Us 
lighting received a blow on hia leg with a horse, so as he could 
bnng Um no further, t replied that 1 thought verily ihey would not 
work any such practices in respect of the queen's majesty, abiding 
within her realme, and if there be any such practices, they have 
proceeded from others, and they not privte unto them: and that if 
it be not aj^rendy proved against them, that it will be thought to 
be some practice to aggravate the fault, and to make them the 
more odious to the king. He answered me, that it should be 
proved so sufficiently, that they drooid not be able wiffi truth to 
deny it, for their own hands is to be showed to part of it, and there* 
fore cohcluded, that if her majesty should so press the king for them 
at this time that would rather hinder this matter of amity, nor fur¬ 
ther it, and that since they seek chiefly bis life, he could not, in any 
reason, seek to do them any good; and besides he assured me, that 
if he would, he dare not, this last matter being fallen out as it is; and 
surely if this matter had not fallen ont, I would not have doubted 
the restoring of the earl of Mar very shortly, if her majesty would 
have employed me therein, but for die earl of Angus, I perceive the 
king is persuaded that both he, and the rest of the' Douglasses, have 
conceived so mortall an hatred ag^ainst him and the earl of Arran, 
about the death of the earl of Morton, as if they were at home, to¬ 
morrow next, they would not leave to practise and conspire the 
death of them both, and therefore a hard matter to do any thing for 
him: finally, he concluded and required me to assure her majesty 
from the king, that there shall nothing be hid from her, nor any 
thing left undone that may satisfie her majesty with reason, and that 
the king shall never do any thing, nor consent to have any thing 
done in her prejudice, so long as he had any credit with him, or au¬ 
thority under him. Having this fat proceeded, he desired to shew 
me his commission, -which is^under the great seal, to himself only, 
which is as large as muy be, and yet sundrie of the ptivie councel 
there with him, but not one in commission, nor present, nor near us 
all this time, having spent almost five hours in these matters; he 
presented to me the master of Gray, who - delivered to me a letter 
from the king in his commendation,whom I perceive the king means 
to send to her majesty, and therefore requires a safe-conduct for his 
passage, which I pray yow procure, and to send it so soon as you 
may. I let him understand of the lord Seaton's negociation with 
the French king. He swore to me, that Seaton was but a knave, 
aqd that it was partly against his wlU, that he shonld be sent thither. 
But his commission and instruction being of no great importance, 
he.yielded the sooner; and if Seaton has gone beyond his instruc- 
tionsy. which Arran drew himself, he wiU make Seaton smart for it. 
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Touc^ Waitam Newgate and Mark Golgan.he proteeted he 
nerer hettd^ any such ; he says there was a little poor soul with 
a Mack beard, come thither a-begging, who said he was an enemy 
to Desmond, to whom he gave a croun, but never heard of him 
since, and for any Scots man going into Ireland, he says there is no 
such matter; if there be, there may be some few raskals that ho 
know# not of; Md touching the coming of any Jesuits into Scot¬ 
land, he says itis but the slanderousdeviseoftheking’senemys.and 
such as would have the world believe the king were ready to revolt 
in religion, who the world shall well see will continue as constant 
therein, as what prince soever professed it most; and the earle him¬ 
self dos protest to me, that to his knowledge, he never saw a Jesuit 
in his life, and did assure me if there was any in Scotland, they 
should not do so much harm in Scotland, as their ministers would 
do, if they preach such doctrine as they did in Scotland; and touch¬ 
ing one Ballanden, of whom I wrote to yow, I heard from Mr. Colvil, 
the earle avows constantly that he knows not, nor hath not heard of 
any such man, but he would inquire at thejnstice clerk, and would 
inform me what he could learn of that; thus I have made yow as 
short a discourse as I can of so many matters, so long discoursed 
upon, but these are the principal points of all our talk, so near as I 
can remember it, and for this time I commit yow to the Almighty. 
At Berwick the 14th of August, 1584. 

’FbeJ king is very desirous to have 
my son Robert Carrie to come to him. 

I pray you know her Majesty’s pleasure. 

Arran's Amivers to tlnsgrieffs or articles proponed lothc Lord IlunsJane, 
set damn in another form. 

As to the strait and severe persecution of all such, as have been 
noted to have been well affected to the queen’s majesty, it cannot 
appear they were either for that cause punished, or hardly dealt with, 
since bis majesty of late has been so careful and diligent to choice 
out good instruments to deal betwixt her majesty and him, as his 
majesty has done in electing of your lordship and me; besides that 
in all their accusations, their good will and afiection born to her 
majesty was, at no time, Imd to their charge, but capital actions of 
treason many way tried now be the whole three estates, and more 
than manifest to the world. 

As for his mt^esty inhibiting, by public proclamation, such as were 
banished, not to repair in England; the bruits and whisperings that 
came to his majesty’s ears, of their conspiracies and treasons, which 
since syn they accomplished, so far as in them lay, moved his ma¬ 
jesty to inhibit them to repair to any place, so near his majesty’s 
realm, lest they should have attempted these things, which shortly 
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ttw/ dkl biea^ farther off, aad iBore,dj8tantheiQ) hy M« and 

huiil^ 

f As fqr reception ^ Jesoita, aqd o^ers, her maj^fy’s fugitives, 
4 ii 4 jtoitdelhrering them according la his promise, as your lordship 
pwpOBea, his, mqesty. would be most glad, that so it might-fell out 
by‘yourJordfehip’S:tratileB,.that«o fogitire of either realms should 
be Reived of either, and when 'so shall be, it shtdl not fail on his 
:mfgesty’s part, albeit m very deed this time bygone his majesty has 
been constrained to receipt her majesty’s mean rebells and fugitives, 
contrar.his good natutrall, since her majesty hath receipt, in effect, 
the whole and greatest rebells and traitors his majesty in his own 
blood ever had; as for the agreement with his majesty’s mother 
anent their association, his majesty has, commanded ine, in presence 
of your lordship’s servant, to assure her majesty and your lordship, 
in his majesty’s name, 'that it is altogether false, and an untruth, nor 
any such like matter done yet. 

His majesty has also commanded me to assure your lordship, that 
it is also false and untrup, that his majesty has, by any means direct 
or indirect, sent any message to the pope, or received any from him; 
or that his mqjesty has dealt with Spain or any foreigners, to harm 
her majesty or her realm, which his miyesty could have no honour 
to do, this good intelligence taking place, as I hope in God it shall. 

As concerning the contemptuous usage of her majesty’s ministers 
sent unto his majesty, his majesty used none of them so, and if his 
majesty had, sufficient cause was given by them, as some of their 
own writs do yet testify; as I more particularly showed your lord- 
ship at Foulden at our late meeting. 

No.XLIV. (Vol. II. p. 98.) 

The Scottish Queen’s offers upon the effect of her liberty propounded by 

her Secretary Naw, Ifovember 1584. 

Colt. Lib. queen my mistress being once well assured of your 

CiiKg. c. 8. majesty’s amity, 

A Copy. Will declare openly that she will (as it is sincerely 

■iher meaning) straitly to join.unto your majesty, and to the same to 
yield and bear the chief honour and respect, before all other kings 
and princes in Christendom. 

2. She will swear, and protest solemnly, a sincere forgetfullness 
of ail wrongs which she may pretend to have been done unto her in 
thill realm, and will never in any sort Or manner-whatsoever, shew 
. offence for the same. 

'3. She will avow and acknowledge, as well in her own particular 
mame, as also for .her heirs and. others descending of her for ever, 
your majesty, fer just, true, and lawful queen of England. 
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4. Al«^ oonaeqttently, will renoimce, ai well for herself as for her 
said heirs, alights and pretences which she may claim to the crown 
of England, daring your mc^esty’s life, and other prejudice. 

6 . She will revoke all acts and shews, by her heretofore made, af 
pfetehde to this said crown to the prejudice of your majesty, as may 
be the taking of the arms and stile of queen of England, by the com¬ 
mandment of king Francis her late lord and husband. 

6 . She will renounce the pope’s bull for so much as may be ex¬ 
pounded to turn in her favour, or for her behoof, touching the de¬ 
privation of your majesty, and will declare that she will never help 
and serve herself with it. 

7. She will not prosecute, during your majesty’s life, by open force 
or otherways, any public declaration of her right in the succession 
of this realm, so as secret assurance be given unto her, or at the least 
public promise, that no deciding thereof shall be made in the pre¬ 
judice of her, or of the king her son, during your majesty’s life, nor 
after your decease, untill such time as they have been heard there¬ 
upon, in publick, free, and general assembly of the parliament of the 
said realm. 

8 . She will not practise, directly or indirectly, with any of your ma¬ 
jesty’s subjects, neither within nor out of your realm, any thing tend¬ 
ing to war, civil or foreign, against your majesty and your estate, be 
it under pretext of religion', or for civil and politick government. 

9. She will not maintain or support any of your subjects declared 
rebels, and convicted of treason against you. 

10. She will enter into the association, which was shewed her at 
Wingfield for the surety of your majesty’s life, so as there be mended 
or right explicated some clauses which I will shew to your majesty, 
when I shall have the copy thereof, as I have before time required. 

11. She will not treat with foreign kings and princes, for any war 
• or trouble against this state, and will renounce, Irom this time, all en¬ 
terprises made or to be made in her favour for that respect. 

12. Furthermore, this realm being assailed by any civil or foreign 
war, she will take part with your majesty, and will assist you in your 
defence with all her forces and means, depending of hei self and with 
all her friends of Christendom. 

13. And to that effect, for the mutual defence and maintenance 
of your majesty, and the two realms of this isle, she will enter with 
your majesty in a league defensive as shall be more particularly ad¬ 
vised, and will persuade as much as in her, the king her son to do 
the like. The leagues with all parts abroad remaining firm, and espe¬ 
cially the antient league between France and Scotland, in that which 
shall not be against this present. 

14. She will miter into a league offensive, having good assurance 
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or set^et dcdaration and acknowledgement of her right in the sue- 
cessmn of this crown, and promise that happening any breach betwixt 
France and this realm (which she prayed God nerer to happen), 
the just value of her. dowry shall be placed for her in lands of the 
revenue of the crown. 

15. For assurance of her promises and covenants, she doth offer 
to abide herself in this realm for a certain time (better hostage can 
she not give than her own person), to which, so as she be kept in the 
liberty here before propounded, is not in case to escape secretly out 
of this country, in thp sickly state she is in, and with die good order 
which your majesty can take therein. 

16. And in case your majesty do agree to her full and whole de¬ 
liverance, to retire herself at her will out of this realm, the said queen 
of Scots she will give sufficient hostage for such time as will be 
advised. 

17. If she abide in this realm, she will promise not to depart out 
of it without your licence, so as it be promised unto her that her state, 
in such liberty.as shall be accorded unto her, shall .not be in any sort 
altered, untill after tryall to have attempted against your life, or 
other trouble of your estate. 

18i If she go into Scotland, she will promise to alter nothing there 
in the religion which is now used there, she being suffered to have 
free exercise of hers, for her and her household, as it was at her re¬ 
turn out of France; and further, to pull out every root of new divi¬ 
sion between the subjects, that none of the subjects of Scotland shall 
be sifted for his conscience, nor constrained to go to the service of 
the contrary religion. 

19. She will grant a general abolition of all offences, done against 
her in Scotland, and things shall remain there as they are at this 
present, for that respect, saving that which hath been done against 
her honour, which she meaneth to have revoked and annulled. 

20. She will travel to settle a sure and general reconciliation be¬ 
tween the nobility of the country, and to cause to be appointed about 
the king her son, and in his council, such as shall be fit for the en¬ 
tertainment of the peace and quiet of the country, and the amity of 
the realm. 

21. She will do her best to content your majesty, in favour of the 
Scots lords banished and refuged hither, upon their due submission 
to their princes, and your majesty’s promise to assist the said queen 
and king of Scotland against them, if they happen to fall into their 
former faults. 

22. She vrill proceed to the marriage of the king her son, with the 
advice and good council of your majesty. 

23. As she will pass nothing- with^the king her son, so doth she 
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desire that he intervene conjointly with her in this treaty, for the 
greater and perfecter assurance thereof; for otherwise any thine 
can hardly be established to be sound and continue. 

24. The stud Scotch queen trusteth, that the French king, her good 
brother, according to the good affection which hehath always shewed 
her, and hath been afresh testified unto me by Mens', de Mannissiere 
for tUs said treaty, will very willingly intervene, and will assist her 
for the surety of her promises. 

25. And so will the princes of the house of Lorrain, following the 

will of the said king, will bind themselves thereunto. ° 

26. For other kings and princes of Christendom, she will assay 
to obtain the like of them, if for greater solemnity and approbation 
of the treaty it be found to be necessary. 

27. She doth desire a speedy answer, and final conclusion of the 
premisses, to the end to meet in time with all inconveniences. 

28. And in the mean time, the more to strengthen the said treaty, 
as made by her of a pure and frank will, she desircth that demon¬ 
stration be made of some releasement of her captivity. 


Objections against the Scottish Queen, under Secretary Walsinghame’s 
hand, November 1584. 

Tjie queen of Scots is ambitious, and standeth ill affected to her 
majesty, and therefore it cannot be but that her liberty should bring 
peril unto her majesty. 

That her enlargement will give comfort to Papists, and other ill 
affected subjects, and greatly advance the opinion had of her title 
as successor. 

That as long as she shall be continued in her majesty's possession, 
she may serve as it were a gage of her majesty’s surety, for that her 
friends, for fear of the danger she may be thrown into, in case any 
thing should be done in her favour, dare not attempt any thing in 
the ofience of her majesty. 

November t What course were jit to be taken with (he Quern of Scots, 

1584. I either to be enlarged ornot. 


Cott Lib. The course to be taken with the said queen may be con- 

' sidered of in three degrees : either, 

1. To continue her under custody in that state she now is. 

2 . To restrain her of the present liberty she now hath. 

3. Or to set her at liberty upon caution. 

1. Touching the first, to continue her under custody in that state 
she now is ; it is to be considered, that the princes that favour that 
queen, upon the complaint she maketh of hard usage, are greatly 
moved with commiseration towards her, and promise to do their 
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her #hicjh''piupos# luK mwisten solicit 

tdliaptre them th^d^^to'pity faet%aise,she acquainteth them 
hi^ offers made to'her ihajestyV which '^peai^H to be no less 
^pM^ble than reasonable for her majesty, so is the fefosal and re¬ 
ject^ giveth her friqnds a^d’ fasrburers chase to think her hardly 
' dealt withal; and therefore may, with the better ground and reason, 
attempt somewhat for the betting of fan at liberty, 
i tU is also likely that the saSd qneeri^pon this refusal, finding her 
case desperate, wifi continue her practice under hand, both at home 
and abroad, not only for her delivery, but to obtain to the present 
possession of this crown upon her pretended title, as she hath hi- 
'' therto done, as appe'areth, and is most manifest by letters and plots 
intercepted, and chi^y by that late alteration of Scotland, which 
hath proceeded altogether by her direction, whereby 9 gap is laid 
open for the malice of all her majesty's enemies, so as it appeai'eth 
that this manner of keeping her, with such number of persons as she 
now hath and with liberty to write and receive letters (being duly 
considered), is offensive to the princes, the said qeeen's friends; 
rather chargeable than profitable to her majesty; and subject to all 
such practices as may peril her majesty's person or estate, without 
any provision for her majesty’s safety, and therefore no way to be 
liked of. 

2, Touching the second, to restrain her in a more straighter de¬ 
gree of the liberty she hath hitherto enjoyed. 

It may at first sight be thought a remedy very apt to stop the 
coarse of the dangerous practices fostered heretofore by her: for 
true it is, that this remedy might prove very profitable, if the realm 
of Scotland stood in that sort devoted to her majesty, as few years 
past it did; and if the king of that realm were not likely, as well for 
the release of his mother, as for the advancement of both their pre¬ 
tended titles, to attempt somewhat against this realm and her ma- 
jehty,.lrherein he should neither lack foreign assistance, nor a party 
here vnifiiin this realm: but the king,and that realm standing af¬ 
fected as they do; this restraint, instead of remedying, is likely to 
breed these inconveniences following: 

First, It will .increase the offence both in him, and in the rest of 
the princes her friends, that misliked of her restraint. 

' Secpndly, It will give them just cause to take some way of redress. 

■ Lastly, It is to be'doubted, that it may provoke some desperate 
iH-disposad persdt^' all hope of her liberty removed, to attempt 
' spmewhat against her majesty's own person (a matter above tdl 
others to be wdg^d), whi^ inconveniency being duly considered, 
it will appear manifestly,'thftt the. restraint, in a stridghter degree, 
I^ikely to prove aitemedjjhbjecttovqry hard eventlfi 
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Jhe^latter degree, whether it were fit to set the said queen at 
Ijberty. ministereth some cause of doubt, touching the manner of 
the liberty, m what sort the same is to be performed, whether to be 
continued here wifhtn the realm, or to be restored into her owh 
country. . 

But first, ti^is proposition, before the particularities be weighed 
is to be considered m generality. 

For .il is very hard for a well-affected subject, that tendreth her 
majesty s surety, and weigheth either the nature of the Scottisli 
queen, being inclined to ambition and revenge, or her former ac¬ 
tions, whatqiractices she hath set on foot most dangerous for her 
majesty and this realm, to allow of her liberty, being not made ac- 
qumnted with such causes, as time hath wrought, to make it less 
perilous than it hath been, nor with such cautions as may, in some 
sort, be devised to prevent both her ambition and malice; and there- 
fore, to make this apparent. 

It is to be considered, that the danger that was in the motlicr, is 
now grown to be in the son. He pretendeth the same title she 
doth; such as do affect her, both at home and abroad, do affect 
him (and he is the more dangerous for that he is unmarried, which 
may greatly advance his fortune; and that he is a man, whereby he 
may enter into action in his own person); where she is restrained, 
he is at liberty; his own realm is now altogether at his devotion, 
and the party affected to this crown abased; so as the matter duly 
considered, neither her liberty nor restraint doth greatly alter the 
case for perils towards her majesty, unless by such promises as 
may be made by way of treaty with her, the danger likely to grow 
from the king her son be provided for. 

But in this behalf it may be objected, that so long as the mother 
remains in her majesty’s hands, the king will attempt nothing for 
fear of his mother’s peril. ‘ ' 


To this objection it may be answered, first. That they hope that 
her majesty, being a prince of justice, and inclined to mercy, will 
not punish the mother for the son's offence, unless she shall be 
found by good proof, culpable. Secondarily, That men will not be 
over hasty, considering in what predicament the king standeth' 
touching his expectation of this crown, to advise any thing that in 
time future may be dangerous to the giver of such council as may 
reach to his mother’s peril. 

And. lastly, The taking away of his mother, he being strong in 
the field through both foreign assistance, and a party here within 
the realm, will appear so, weak a remedy (which may rather exaspe¬ 
rate both him and her party, to proceed with more courage and 
heat to revenge, if any such hard measure should be offered unto 
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her), at they wHl suppose, for the reason above specified, that no 
such extremity will be used.. ■ 

It may also be objected, that the setting 6t her at liberty will 
greatly encourage the Papists both at home and abroad; but herein, 
if the provision be duly considered, that may be made by Parlia¬ 
ment both here and there, they shall rather find cause of discomfort 
than otherwise. 

These two doubts being resolved,'and the perils that was in the 
mother appearing most manifestly to be seen in the son accompa¬ 
nied with more danger, with due consi&ration had also of such re¬ 
medies as may be provided for the preventing of the dangers, that 
her liberty may minister just cause to doubt of; there will be good 
cause of hope found, that Ae same will rather breed benefit than 
perils. 

Now it resteth, in what sort the said liberty shall be performed; 
if it shall be thought meet she shall be continued within the realm 
with some limitation, especially in that place where she now re- 
sidetb, the country round about being so infected in religion as it 
is, it is greatly to be doubted that will very much increase the cor¬ 
ruption, and falling away in that behalf. Besides, she should have 
commodity, with much more ease and speed, to entertain practices 
within this realm, than by being in her own country. 

If abroad freely without limitation either in Scodand or France, 
then shall her majesty lose the gages of her safety, then shall she 
be at hand to give advice in furdierance of such practices, as have 
been laid for to stir trouble in this realm, wherein she hath been a 
principal party. 

For the first, it is answered as before, that the respect of any 
perils that may befal unto her, will in no sort restrain her son. For 
the other, if it be considered what harm her advice will work unto 
herself, in respect of the violadnn of the treaty, and the provision 
that may be made in parliament here, it is to be thought, that she 
will then be well advised, before she attempt any such matter, 
which now she may do without perill. Besides such princes, as 
have interposed their faith and promise for her, cannot with honour 
assist her, wherein the French king will not be found very forward, 
who, in most friendly sort, hath lately rejected all such requests, 
propounded either by her, or her son’s ministers, that might any 
way offend her majesty. And so to conclude, seeing the cause of 
her grief shall be taken away: the French king gratified, who is a 
mediatordbr her, and will mislike, that, by any Spanish practice, 
she should, be drawn to violate her faith^ that the rest of the 
princes shall have no' just cause of offence, W rather to t!)ink ho¬ 
nourably of her majesty, considering the Scottish queen’s carriage 
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towards, her, which hath deserved no way any such favour; ^e no> 
blemen of Scotland shtill be restored, who will be a good stay of 
euch coonsells as may tend to the troubling of this^ realm, espe¬ 
cially having so good a ground of warrant as the parliament to 
stand unto; the charges and perills which her practices might have 
bred to this realm shall be avoided; and lastly, the hope of the 
Papists shall be taken away, by such good provisions, as in both 
the realms may be made, whereby the perills that might.fall into 
her majesty’s own person (a matter of all others to be weighed), 
shall be avoided, when by the change that may grow by any such 
wicked and 'ungodly practice, they shall see their case no way re¬ 
lieved in point of religion. 


Reasons to induce her Majesty to proceed in the treaty under 
Secretary JValsmgham’s hand. 

That such plots as have of late years been devised (tend- 
^ raising of trouble within this realm) have grown 
* ’ ’ " from the Scot’s queen’s ministers and favourers, not with¬ 
out her allowance and seeking: Or, 

That the means used by the said ministers, to induce princes to 
give ear to the said plots, is principally grounded upon some com¬ 
miseration had of her restraint. 

That the stay, why the said plots have not been put in execution, 
hath proceeded, for that the said princes have, for the most part 
been entertained with home and domestic troubles. 

That it is greatly to be doubted, that now their realms begin to 
be quiet, that somewhat wiU be attempted in her favours by the said 

^”That it is also to be doubted, that somewhat may be attempted 
by some of her fautors in an extraordinary sort, to the pcnll ot her 

'That for the preservation thereof, it* shall be convenient for her 
majesty to proceed to the 6nishing of the treaty, uot long sithence 
begun between her and the said queen. 

No. XLV. (Vol. II. p. 106 .) 

Letter of Q. Mary to Q. Elizabeth. 

Madame ma bonitf. Seub, 

M’assburant que vous avez eu commumcalmn d une 
”*■ lettro de Gray que vostre homme Semer me hvra hier 
Fol. Boubz le nom de mon fflz. y recongnoissant quasi de mot a 
A" la mot mesmes raisons que le dit Gray m’escnv.t en ch.fre 

■ estantdernierementpres devous desmonstrantlasuf&sancc 

VOt. II. ® ^ 



44p &COTLAJJD. 

& boniie inUintioa ^personggo, je tous prier^ seulei^eQt winuit 
■ gi-^erant je.?(ma ay iastaatemeQt importuQe, quc vons 
me permaUttf descIaiEcir Iduamea^^ <mvefteDent ce pout de Tas- 
' addat^ d’eirtre moy h maa filz & nie delaier lea laapa ’poi}j|[:.pro< 

' «ved, lui 4»Hnine je jogemy dire reqiiti ppdr bien & )e 
J|jt^^y’eatr^en4z qao^ q I’oa voua die & puisae ea rap- 
pamit'ile m'dltir petit broiiillon, qai perauad^ par aucaiaa.de 

voa mlniatrei a entepria cette aepaiution eatie^moy & toon enfant, 
dF.poar y commencer je vpaa .aopplie in’octrpyei;.qui je pixiaae parler 
a ce justice-clerk, qqi Voua a^ nDureiietqent eslyoy^ poursaander 

par luy a mon fiU mon inteatien aur cela, ce qui je me promis que 
ne me refuaerez, quant C{Sne aeroit que pour demontrer en effect la 
boimedatendon que youa Wavez aaseur^e avoir a l’accord & entre- 
tien w naturel devoir entfe la mere & I’enfant qui dit en bonnes 
tennea estre empesche pour voua me tenant captive en un desert ce 
que voua nepourrez mieux deamentir & faire-paroitre vostre bon 
deair a notre union que me donnant les moyens d’y proceder, & non 
m*en retenir et empescher comme aucqne des vosministres preten- 
dent a fin de laisser .tonjoura lieu a leur mauvda & sinistres prac- 
tiques entip nous. La lettre porte.que Tassociation n’est paa passde, 
auasi ne luy;ai je jamais dit, bien quq, mon filz avoit accept^; & que 
nous en avlons convenu ensemble; comme I’acte 8ign6 de sa main, 

' & ces lettrea tent a moy, que en France en font foy, ayant donn6 
ce memo temoignage de aa bouche propre a plusieura ambassadeurs 
& petaonnes de credit, s’ezcusant de ne I’oser faire publier par craint 
de voua soulement, demandant fordes pour vous resister d’avant de 
ce.deciarer ai ouvertement estant joumellement persuade au con- 
traire par vos ministres, qui lay prometbyent avecque une entreire a 
Torek le fkire declairer votre herctier. Aa surplua, Madame, qnand 
Sion enfiiit%.seroit ai malbeureux que de s’opiniastrer en-cette ex¬ 
treme impietb & ingratitude vers moy, je ne puis penser que vous 
noa |das qu’ancun aultre ppnee de la Chretientb, le voulissiez eu 
eda applaudid on Ineintenir'pour Itiy fayre acquerir ma malediction 
luna q)^ ,]^tos mtnxtieiulreX pour luy faire reconguoitre la raison 
trop jdaid dk efiddiit devant Pieu & lea bcunmea. Helas & encores 
ne lni voaloier.j’en.'(ffter, mays donner avee droit ce qu’il tient pib 
usjirpation. Je me snis du tout commiae. a yona, & fidelenwfit 
fintba vous pleat qua je ne ea so^^pis qu'aupravant. Si qu^^e' 
diiwls^ des:una ne,,preTBle desvantrla vente.dea.voua, poar bien 
niesvaitfmkl, & la j^hw’ grande'affii<Uaon que iae acaurroit arriver a 
•eav^tt perte de.mpnfil8. deyousaupplia de me mender en cas 
.¥id|l pomste en at'eeconnoisiAbqe dq ^. devoir, que, de luy 
plaiat advouer. pone Iqg^ttiiiic roy .ou royne 
; dSebsse,iA.8i iMii»''wa9a^fgwai)l8 uv^ igoy q part 

da byitfe^ M i teaf^ entra nodi de qupy fB jtobfi reqniqy».8ans'pltt8 
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attetadMtde 'relponse ^ ce tiial gOQvem4 «nla(iit vou en HtfuetttM 
amse d’affieetion <4^6 |e aeits 'i^bn cb^tir opjtratbg d’btUiiiy; 

pour Dion soiVenea V«is de la promeflBa qua Waves fidtes da tad 
|irea(dre eb votre protection me rapportant de tout a vons & iar ee 
prim Dien qti’iI ;.Was ;viiieille preserver de touts vos enuettiys 
diraimides amyi^ oomnae je le desire de me consoler A de ibe veageT" 
c^^.qbi fwIi^asBent un tel malheur er^ la tn^.& I'ebfisnt 
je iiesseray .de vons troabler, mais non a m’ennuier que 3e ne recoive 
qiWtipe coWoladon de voiu^ & de Dieu encore un coup je le sttp* 
pile de vOUB giStdbr de tout ^eril. Futhbery xii Mars. 

Votre fidelement vonee soeur 

A obeitsant cousine, 

Mabib Q. 

A la Reyne d'Angleterre. 

Madmae Wii borme soear & 
cousine. 


No. XLVI. (Vol. II. p. 106 .) 


A Testament by Ql Mary. 

N. B. The following paper was transcribed by the ReV. Mr. Craw¬ 
ford, late Regius Professor of Church History in the University 
of Edinburgh. Part of this paper according to him, is written by 
Nau6, Mary’s Secretary, the rest with the Queen's own hand. 
What is marked “ is in the Queen’s own hand. 


Cousidebaht par ma condition presente I’estat de vie 
^pa^' humaine, si incettain, que personne ne s’en peUst, on dolbt 
I* re. asseurer, sinnon soubs la grande et infinie misericordc M 
p.4i5. gj jjjg vOnlant prevaloir d’ieelle cobtre totaS W» 

dangers et accidens, qui toe pourroient inopinement sumtor eh 
oette oaptivitb, mesmes a cause dee grandes et lenses maladira, 
ou j’ay el« detenu^ juSques a present; j’ay advise tandis que la 
cotottoditb, ou raison en jugement, de 
salut de moname, enterretnent demon ®"P*’ 
bien, estat, & affaires, pw ce present mon testament et ordormahoe 

4e tooh dernier volontb, qui s’ensuyt. . _ _ 

' AU nom du Pare, du FUs. et du bermite St. P^^ 

ment,me recongnoissant indighe pechetesse a^p 
enve;;s toOn Diei, quede sarisfaction ^r 

j’aysoulfertt dqnt jelaloue^bon^;^Ej«^^^^^ 


mon SauveuT el^empteut Jesus Christ. 
aTattofWste w.it«ViduOTrinit4,et atu* 

Marie. tJpiih tott les ttoges saSncto A smncMB. de 
p«r|Mt «ierite*dfe ihtertession, est« 

■2 B 2. 
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pOrticipai^ «Tee do felicity etemdte.' £t poor m’y xcheroiner 

de«iiC[iii;i}}a8 net et ratier despaiillatttdes a present tout ressentit 
ment desii^aies, calomnies, rebdKi^'. aultres offenses, qui me 
pourroi^t avoir est^ factes dtirant t^vie) ppc mes subjetl rebelles 
et ataltres.epnemis; J.’eit reibriet la v^geanee a Dieu,; ^,le supplie 
leur pardpnner, de raesme Section, qne je luy requiers'pardons a 
mes faultes. et a t'pos cenlset crelles que je puis avdic offense de 
faicts ou de parolles. 

Je veulx et prdonne, &c. \The two following para^aphs contain, 
directions, concerning ihe place and drcMtnstance of her burial.] 

Pour ne contrevenir a la gloire, honneur, et conservation de 
I’Eglise catholique, apostolique et .Romaine, en la quelle je veulx 
vivre et piourir, si le.pric^e d'EscosSe mon filz y puest etre reduiet 
contre la mauvaise nourriture, qu’il a prise a mon tres grand 
regret en Fheresie de Galvin entre mes rebelles, je le laisse seul et 
unique heretier de mon royaume d'Escosse, de droict que je pre- 
tende justement en la couronne d’Angleterre et pays qui en depen¬ 
dent, et generallement de tons et chacun mes meubles et immeubles 
qui resteront apres ma mort, et execution de ce present testament. 

Si non, et.que mon dit filz continue a vivre en la dite heresie, Je 
ce£, tran^pQrte,' et faicte don “ de touts et chacuns mes droicts, 
que je pretende A puis pretendre a la couronne d’Angleterre, et 
aultres droicts, seigneuries, ou royaulmes en dependantz, au roy 
catholique, ou aultre de siens qu’il luy plaira, avesques ad vis, con- 
sentement de sa saintet^; tant pour le voyr aujourdhuy le seul 
seurs appui de la reli^on catholique, que pour reconnoissance de 
gratuites favours que moy, et les miens recommandez par moy, ont 
avons receu de luy en ma plus grand necessite; et resguard aussi 
au droict que luy mesme peut pretendre a ces ditz reyaulmes et 
pays, je Iq supplie qu’n recompence il preign alliance, de la maison 
de Lorraine, et si il ce pleut de celie de Guise, pour memoire de la 
race de laquelle je suis sortie au coste de mere, n’a ayant de celuy 
de mon pare, que mon seul enfant, lequel estant catholique j’ay 
tousjouj^B voah pour une de see filles, si il luy plaisoit de I’accepter, 
ou pliant Une de ses niepces marine comme sa fille. 

** Je laysse mon filz a la protection du roy, de prince, et duc» 
de- Lorrayne. et de Guise, et du Mayne, aux quels je recommende 
et .son estat en Escosse, et mon droict. en-Angleterre, si il est 
cadiolique. et^uelle le parlie de ceste royne." 

Je.faitz don au “cbmptS de Lenox” de comptfi de Lenox tenu, 
par.'feu son pere, et commemde mon Altz, comme mon heretier et 
sac^sseor, d’obeyr en cest en droit a mon volontb. 

Jd veulx et ordpnne toutes les sommes et deniers, qui se troveront 
par moys deues, tied .mis cause de dtbict estre faita .<‘a Lohliven’' 
efre pfpmpteitient pay4e etacquitt&s, et tdut tort et griefs repaies 
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, par tet diUexecuteuredesquelzJ'en charge la conscience. Oultre, 

Ac. (Polfott #B» or i/irec paragrapkt ikmceming particular legaeia’ 
and.tken i» added) Faict wr manoir de Shefield en Angleterre ie jour 

dft Ti-MiJ cinq cens soixant & dix sept. 

■djier a large blank page fbUows in the queetfs hand; 

.« Si mon fik meurt, au comte de Lenox, au Claude Hamilton 
lequel se montrera le plus fidelle vers moy, et plus constant en 

religion, an yugement de-dues de Lorraine et de Guyse, ou je 

le rapport-sur ce de ceulx aque j’auray donnay la charge de tray ter 
avesqiie *1* par moy et ceulx, a condition de ce marrier ou allicr 
en la dite mayson ou par leur advis.” 

Follow near two pages of particular legacies. 

“ Et le remets ma tante de Lenox au droict quelle peut pretendre 
a la cont6 d’Angous avant I’acort fait par mon commandement 
entre ma ditc tante de Lenox et le comte de Morton, veu quil a 
este fait & par le feu roy mon Mary et moy, sur la promesse de sa 
fidelle assistance, si luy’et moy encouriona dangler et besoing 
d’aiyde, ce qu’il rompit, s’entendant secretement au les nos ennemis 
rebelles, qu’attemtpiient contre sa vie, et pour cest effect pris Ics 
armes, et ont porte les banieres desploiees, contre nous, je revoque 
aussi toute autre don que je luy ay fait de cont4 dc Morton sur 
promesses de ses bons services a advenir, et entends que la ditc 
* cont6 soit leunie a la couronne, si ell se trouve y partenir, comme 
ses trahisons tant en la mort de mon feu Mary, que en mon 
banissement, et poursuit de la mien ne Pont merits. Et defends 
a mon filz de ce jamays servire de luy pour de luy pour la hayne 
qu'il aye,a ses parents, la quelle je crains ne s’estende jiisques a 
luy, le connoisant du tout afiectionne aux ennemis de mon droite 
en ce royaume, du quel il es penconnaire. 

“ Je tecommende mon nepveu Francois Stuart a mon filz, et luy 
commande detenir pres de luy et s’enservit, et je luy laisse le bien 
du conte de Boduel son oncle, en respect qu’il est de mon sang, 
mon filleui, et ma est^ laisse en lutelle par son pere. 

“ Je declare que mon frere bastard Robert Abb6 de St. Croix 
9 '’a en que par cireonvention Orkenay, et que le ne fut jamays mon 
iq^bsntion, comme il apret par la’' revocation que j’ay fayte depuys, 
et ete aussi faite d’avant la asge de xxv ans, ce que j aimois 
delibet^ si il ne m’eussent prenner par prison de se de defayre 
aulx estate jfe veulx done que Orkenay spit reune a la couronne 
comme une de plus necessaires pour mon filz, & sans mayson ne 
pourra etre bien tenue. 

■“ Les fillee de Morra ne parvient accessi heriter, ains revient la 
Conti a 4a Courdnne, si il luy plest luy donnet sa ou fille en 
marriasge, et il borne I’en sienne ligne." 







(Voi. p,/U6.^ 

, A J^w* 'M’t, JscMiM 0i^ Qtvemti^ScoUs>' 

' ^*^*^y*****''^!*^My*^v If gecrfv«d your le^r of ljh« 
‘ar.' b. 5,da*e ^ 

^ A***', |<W» ^lii^ tbe^^QD^nt* (rf ot&er'of t]^:^un« <®te, 
4if'B(^d ^ Modi', de M($^f^, alabassadoir'' for his,«majes^'^ttie 
if^Mt b^ wtki^ are ii^rdeable to your princely 

digni^. by, one •your higkjaeai. ^iivbto know thj .truo 
canw:oC|||r bamshident, {^ld offers antb rne-Mt favotir if I shall be 
imiMeidiw ihe hmous facts committed in. die person of your 
husband of ^itbd n^mory, so by the other the said ambassador is 
vHlet to d^Iwe ud^. me> if your husband^s'mn^er eould be laid 
justly ogelbstmef i^at you could not .soUicitia.m.y ctmse, neither 
yet for any persoa. thab.vas pardcipanbof that eaecrable fact,‘ Jbut 
vould’ se^ the reueagesthereoif^ wham you should have any means 
to do itVyour-majesty’s offer, ifil^e innocent of that crime, is. most 
fsvourablii and your desire to know die* trodi of dimsame is most 
equitablei^. and dmiblbie th^t I should whh all my-simplicity, 
*^rt^th, answm'weresttto, is most reasonable, to the 
end' Alik yi^l^oelf dignity may b^iiby'help, if; say innocence 
shalb su$biendy''4ppear, and procure my condemnation if I be 
culpable in any matter, except in the knowledge of Ae evil 
diqioaedi ramds of Aeitnust-part of your nobility agmnstyour.aaid 
husband, and not revealing'of it; v^Ech I am assured was yuffici- 
•udy knosm to himself, and to all' Aat had judgment never so 
Uttie in tiiat realm; wk&h .,^dib 1 was constrained'to understand^ 
as he, thatwes spedally emplbyed.betwixttlieimil Morton, and a 
, goods number of jq ^ j . nobility, that di^ might wito atf humility 
intercede it your majesty’* bwid for his relief, in-suoh inatters as 
ai»tM.re«pociaUy contaioedfitdie,declarati<mfollowirig, whidilam 
«»OBtrained^ori^yownjnstificatiot»,bydiisl6tteirtocall toyourma- 
jeity’e retooj^nmcm , Ifetwith^taAdingthat I am assured, to my grief, 

Ae reading thereof will not smfdlyoC^dyour.piincelyAind. Itmay 
P*f“* ?«“|®ajestyto romOTber, diat'in.theyeM''OfGod'M^, the 
■a^' '.M Mbrhm, wiA divert other' nobility add geniU waje 

to your majeety, and, banished 'your, realm, ifer 
f iwudeat. Digirdjto .(tomihitted int yournM^tty'* own chamber, ud^ 

■tandi^it^l^nbBdidMt by^^u totnfascribe-die 

ta!Bmitt(gi|eo,|B]fd»at efibbti of that maet B r 

rei^^ imto>gthem. .it appertmns ^ to- me at 'this time to.b^ 
ap^us^/true'-it i» that Jbwiif oas^tbat nitodier, that heavily 
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brotiier, the most Christian king, to intercede that our offences might 
be p^oqed, and yonr majesty’s clemency extended towards us, 
alb^ divers’: of no small reputation, in that realm, was of the 
epiirioib tha|<riie smd ftict merited neither to be requisite for, nor 
.yet ^v^nedl Always such was the careful mind of his majesty 
towards the quietness of that realm, that the dealing in that cause 
was comndtted to Mens', de Movisir, who was directed at that 
time to,go into Scotland, to congratulate Ae happy birth of your 
son,, whom. Almighty God of his goodness may long preserve in 
bepM estate, and perpetual felicity; the careful travadof the said 
de i^rtwir was so effectual, and your majesty's mind so inclined to 
mercy, that srithin short space thereafter, I was permitted to repair 
in Scotland, to deal with earls Murraji Athol, Bodwel, Arguile, 
and secretary Ledington, in Ae name and behalf of the said carl 
bforton, lords Reven, Lindsay, and remanent cbmplesis, that they 
might make offer in the names of the said earl of any matter Aat 
might satisfy your mqesty’s wrath, and procure yonr^ency to 
be extended in their favours; at my coming to them^jtftcr I had 
opened the effect of my message, they declared Aat the marriage 
betmxt you and your husband had been the occasion already of 
■neat evil in that realm Toad if your husband should be suffered to 
ftdloW the appetite and mind of such as was about him, that kind 
of dealing might produce wiA time worse effects; for helping of 
such inconvenience that might fall out by that kind of dealing, 
Aev had thought it c6nvenient,to join themselves m league end 

band wiA some other,noblemen, resolved to obey your majesty as 
their natural sovereign, andhave notWngto do with 
commtind whaUoever, if the said earl would for himself e“‘e' 
that bind and confederacy wiA Aem, Aey could be content to 
toMj request and travel by all means wiA your mqjejy f« his 
pardon, tat, before Aey could any fehher proceed, they Jewred to 
Sow the arid earl’s mind herein; vrhen ^wemd thath^ 
nor hi. friends, at my departure, ««W not know “y “ 
matter would beproponit. and therefore was not 
to answer therein', tSy desired A-t * 

•son, whom God might preserve, in b 

fiveted by me at ^ where they all 

remtiaed, «_presence ^ husband,, and 

condescended to deliberation I returned to 

to enter Christian king and Ae 

Sterltng,wtar^at*e«^ . present, your 

queen’s mapisty of ^ „„dercon- 

^ of a, realm, 
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the speee .of two yean, diiriijg yonr majesty’s pleasare^^ 

which limitation wai^g^ii!^ at ,^^ tomble request of your 

tl^.soMlity, so t^A/i&hie^c^lylBif^'lte m eai'l of Mortopre- 
p^d into Scotland .foX^l^^gaiine, where ^ ^earl of fiodvell 
and secretary lediq^tt'qj^'to him ; j^t apefdh passed f^ie- 
amofagai them, as <363 sh^fhe i% juc^, I Jknew noting it t^at 
time, bat sk tbeir^depaitui^ I li^s ^^ted 'by the said earl 
Morton to ttccomp^^ the ei^l 'Bodvefi‘'Smd secretary to Edepburgh, 
and to retqm with sdeh^answet as.they shonid eptain pT jour ma- 
jestyj wbicit being giten'to q»e by th^tsa^ persbns,'^ shall 
be my judg^^' ^s hd otiier than t^ese wcras, Schaw to the earl 
Morton that die queen T^ill hear no speech of t^ieft mdtter appointed 
unto himwhen'-l crafit that the answer might be made more 
sensible, secretary £edington said, that the earl would,sufficiently 
understand it, albeit few, or none at that time understand what 
passed amragst diem. ‘It is known to all men, als Teilt be railling 
letters pasm betwixt the said qarl and Xeidington when they 
become-m|nrers'factions, as idso ane -buck sett forth by the 
miniSters,yK!rein they affirm that the earl of Morton has confessed 
to them, bdl^ his death, that the earl Bodrell come to Quhitting- 
aime to prepo^'^^the calling away off tbe king your husband, to the 
which proposition the said earl of Morton affirmk that he could 
give no ansiver unto such time he might know your majesty’s mind 
therein, which he never received. As {o the abominable murder, it 
is known too by. the depositions of many persons that were executed 
to; the death for the committing thereid; that the same was executed 
by them, and at the command of such of the nobility as had sub> 
acrivit band for that effect; by this unpleasant dedaration, the 
most part thereof known to yOurSelf, and the kmainder may be 
underatood by the aforesaid witnesses that was examined in torture, 
.and that are extant in tbe custody of the ordinary judges in Scot¬ 
land,' my innooency,' so far as mdy concero any fact, does appear 
sufficiently to your majesty. And as Tor my dealing aforesaid, I 
can be no otherwise charged therein, but as what would accuse the 
vessel that preserves the vine from harm, for the intemperabcy of 
such as immoderately use the same. As for the spedal cause of 
my banishment, 1. think the same has proceeded upon, ane opinion' 
conceived, thht I was able to accuse the earl of Morton of so mudh 
matter as they allddge hialself; to have''confessed before he died, 
and wo.uld not .he induced, fcu.loss of reputation, to perform any 
pari thereof. If this be the occasion of trouble, as I suppose 
it is, what pniiisfament I should deserv^.^ remit me to your ma¬ 
jesty’s better‘.judgment, ,whp well kiiip^s how ca^^eful ever ilk 
gentlemen should be of Ids fame, Kpuf^on and honour, and how 
far ever-ilk men sboiild.’^hbhpf'the name of a pultrbin, and how 
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bdecent it would have been to me to accuse the earl of Morton, 
being so near of his km,' notwithstanding all the injuries I was 
constrained to receive at Ins hand all the time of his government, 
and fo^ too other cause, but for shewing of particular fricitdship to 
particular friends b the time of the last cruel troubles in Scotland. 
S'o^ 1 be now to accuse him in any matter being dead, and more 
sorry that being on lyff, be such kind of dealing obtained that name 
of Ingrate. Always for my own part, I have been banished my 
native country those three years and four months, living in anxiety 
of mind, my boll guds in Scotland, which were not small, inter- 
mittit and disponit upon, and has continually since the time I was 
relieved out of my last tioibles at the desire of Mens', do 
Movisir, attended to know your mt^esty’s pleasure, and to wait 
upon what service it should please your majesty for to command. 
Upon flie 8th of April insU your good friend secretary Walsing- 
hame has declared unto me, that her highness tho’t it expedient 
that-I should retire myself where I pleased, 1 declared unto him I 
had.nO means whereby I might perform that desire, until^uch time 
as I should receive it from your majesty. Neither knewT where it 
would please your highness to direct me, until such time as 1 should 
have received further mformation from you. Upon this occasion, 
and partly by permissbn, I have taken the hardress to write this 
present letter, whereby your majesty may understand any part of 
my troubles past, and strait present. As to my intention future, 
I wiU never deny that I am fully resolved to spend the rest of my 
days in your majesty’s sernce, and the king your son's, wheresoever 
I shall be directed by your majesty, and for the better performing 
thereof, it so shall be her majesty’s pleasure, to rcconmend the 
tryal of my innocency, and examination of the verity of the pre¬ 
ening narration, to the king your son, with request that I may be 
pardoned for each offences as concerned your majesty s service, 
and var common to all men the time of his les aige and perdomt to 
all, except to me, I should be the bearer thereof myseff, and be 
directed in whatsoever service it should please your majesty for o 
command Most humble J beseech your majesty to consider 
there^and to be so gracious as to give order, that 1 may have 
mcanif to serve your, majesty according to the 
meaning, and so expecting your majesty s answer, the fcissmg 
your hand witii all humUity, I take leave from London. 


Sir, 


No. XLVIII. (Vol. II. p. 122.) 

A Letter from Sir Anaas Fawkt. 


I DIO forbear, according to your direction signified 
in your letters of the 4th of this present, to proceed 



428 SCOTLAND. 

fifr Oieez^ationof coB«^ «r Mr. Waade’s letters nMo yon, 
■ tn ike xHapOTing of this ki^a annsieeanay servants, and for the 
CMBaing ^ faer iMh^t jrlvpe Wld to vr|ke onto yoa my 

aksple opifikia as it sow iaU^ .oiit)by myietters 

78i of'tkis I.doubt not,ai$ wttk you before 

Ibi^tiiile; but of y«wr letters of the 5th, which 

bus^hi||l^to nay Imds uhtH the Bth iti,' dte evening, by reason, as 
did appiw by in^jjiifltementlilthat tisj^lad bead mistaken, and were 
sent bade to Windsstr, after they wei^^csatered |ato the way towards 
me, J^ctmaidered ibi^bt^ng accoinpsim^ only with my own ser¬ 
vants, it niiglli be thought thirt tiiey would be intrpated to say as I 
wbpld command diem,;, and ^ew^re I thought good, for my bet- 
tei^ dischar^„ih these money matters, to Crave the assistance of 
' Mr. Richard Bagbtt, who repdiring tmto me the next morning, we 
had access ^ thiatqneen, whom we found hr her l^d, troubled after 
the old iB^njg^,iri& a -defluxion, v^ch w« Men down into the 
side of aSt^.iiid had bereft ^er of the dse of one of her hands, 
unto wfaoa^J detsktied^ that upon occasion of her former practices, 
doubting She jd^ld persist therein by connpdng underhand 
adme bad nienfoers of this State, I wasexpressly commanded to take 
money htto my hand8, ahd to rest" answerable for it, when it 
s^U be required; advh^g her to ddiver die said money unto me 
with qni^^s. After' wmj denials^ manyexclamations, and many 
bitter Words against you (I say nothing of her railing against my¬ 
self), wift^t affirmation that her majesty might have her body, but 
her heia^.i^ should never have, refusing to deliver the key of the 
cabinet^'kcaaed my servants; and sent for barrs to break open the 
door, WheraiqiOn she yielded; and cansing the door tobe opened, I 
found there in Jhe coffers, mentioned in Mr. Waade’s remembrance, 
.five rolls of canvass, containun^^ve thousand French crowns, and 
two leather bagW, whereof the One had, in gold, one hundred and 
four pounds two thillingB,smd the other had three pounds in silVOT, 
which bag’of silver was left with her, affirming that she had no more 
niqney in this house, and that she was indebted to her servants for 
Guibcaa Mr. ^Faade's note m&eth fo^tiOn of three 

tell toot the left in Curie's chamb^^ whereiD, no l^oubt, he was 
raki^kcined, which is eviden^as weH bjr the testimonies 
and oaths of diverse perstn^^ tut dim by prcfoable coiijec- 
tures { so ai-in truth «#foaad ^y itW inlls, eve^ bf which con- 
tynetk one thousand chfwn'sj'Whi^ Was this ^tmW'S gifte to Curie’s 
wife at her-maitiage. ^>he^e is /oun|i in- Nawu chamber, in a 
cabinet, a cWn worth by^iiktii^ation ^e hundred pounds, and in 
' money, in one ba^ dne banldied pb^s, in w Secohdbag two hun¬ 
dred fourscore «hd sit poundf .eighteen shillings. ;>;4u the foiesaid 
parcels of money ate bestow'^d in bags; and sealed%y .Mr. Richard 
Dagot, saving five liuadred'^unds of NawV monev, which I resenre 
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in my handle for the use oiC this h(Huehold, and may be repaid at 
Land<m, vheiaher mtyejMtyibaE appomt, oal dithc money received 
lately by one o£ my semots, out of the eacbcf|aer< 1 feared lest the 
people»iDtis^t hare dispmed this moneys itraU this time, or have 
hid^i^ the same a some secret comers.jar doubt whereof I had 
ca^ed all tUs quMu’s family, from the highest to the lowest, to be 
guarded in die. several places where I found them, so as yff 1 had 
D(rt found the money with quietness, I hud been forced to have 
aearo^d: fifsi all their lodgings, and then their own persons. I 
thank 6od wif^ all my heart, as for a singular blessing, that that 
felleth out so ui!ei|l^ fearing-lest a contrary success might have moved 
some bard conceits in her majesty. 

Touching the dispersing of this queen’s servants, I trust I have 
done so nmeht u may suffice to satisfy her majesty for the time, 
wherein I could not take any absolute course, until I heard again 
from you, partly because her majesty, by Mr. Waade’s letter, doth 
refer fo^your consideration to return such as shall be discharged to 
their several dwellings and countries, wherein, as it seemeth, you 
baveforgotten to. deliver your opinion: partly, for that as yet, Ihave 
receind answer from you of your resolution, upon the view of the 

Scottisb f^ily sent unto you, what persons you will appoint to be 
dismisb; only dits I have done, 1 have bestowed all such as are 
mentioaed in this bill, inclosed in three or four several rooms, as the 
same may suffice to contain them, and that their meat and drink 
shall be brought unto Ihem by my servants. It may please you, to 
advertise me by your next letters, in what sort, and for what course,, 
I shall iqake dieir passports, as edso, if they shall say that they are 
unpaid oPtheir wt^s, what I shall do therein. Yt is said 
Sa ^ accustomed to be paid of their wages 

•tore^ at Christmas, for the whjde year. Her majesty’s charge 
will.be somewhat diminished by the departure of this peo- 
Le FrcMh pie, andmy Charge by this occasion will be the more emy. 
uabasaa- persons, all save Bastian, are such silly and sim- 

doAhandi. gy there was no great cause to fear their prac¬ 

tices, aqd upon this ground, 1 was of opinion, in my foimer letters, 
that all this ^missed train should have followed their mistress until 
.ffiik.nest xemoyqi: and there to have been discharged upon the sud- 
dtiH foT doubt ^t the said remove might be delayed, yf she did 

fear, or'expec^ty hard measure.. ' • . 

Othera shall estsuse dieir foolish pity aa they may; but, for ipy 
part» Irenoimce%parit of foe joya of heaven, yf m any Aing that I 
haversaid, Written, or have had any other resjiect than the 

furti&se of Sfer majesty's service; and so I »haU moat earnestly 
oral vpu to mm for m«.«likewise for the not seasing of Ae mo- 
n^EyMt, ]V||iibe«,the other commission^, and myself. I-trust 
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Mr. Waade bath anairared, in all humble duties, for the whole com* 
pany, thait no one of us did eo much as diink that our commission 
reading only to papers, we might be bold to touch the money, 
BO as there was ndupee^ of that to my k&owledge, and as you 
' know I was no commjsBit^t^ in this search, but had my hands full 
atTyxall, discreet servant%re nothastily to deal in-great matters, 
without warrant, and especially where the cause is such as the de¬ 
lay of it carrieth np danger; .. 

Your adrertiseri^t of that happy remove bath been greatly com¬ 
fortable untpme. 4 will not say, in respect of myself, because my 
private inter^ hath no measure of comparison with her majesty’s 
safety, and with the juiet of this realm. God grant a happy and 
speedy yssue to ibese good and godly counsels; and so I commit 
you to his merciful protection. From Chartley, the 10th of Sep¬ 
tember 1586. ' 

'N 0 . XLIX. (Vol. 11. p. l33.) 

Letter from the King of Scote to Mr. ‘Archibald Douglas his ambassa- 
dor in Englandf OctobeTf 1586. 

Reserve up yourself na langer in the earnest dealing 
for^my mother, for ye have done it too long; and think 
An origintl that any your travellis can do goode if hir lyfe be 
takin, for then adeu withmy dealitfg with thaime that are 
the special instrumentisthairof; andtheirfore,gif yelooke 
for the cbh^euance of my favour towards you, spair na pains nor 
'plainnea ,in this cace, but reade my letter wrpttin to Williame 
Keith, and conform yourself quhollie to the contends thairof,and in 
this requeist let me reap the fruictis of youre great credit there, ather 
now or never. Fairwell. October 1586. 

Letter to Sir WilUam Keith, ambassador in England, prohaMyJrom 
Secretary Maitland, Nqv. 27,1586. 

By your letters sent by this bearer (albeit concerning 
no plea^t subject), his majesty thinks well of your ear- 
of Sit A. nestnesa and fidelity in your negotiations, as also of Mr. 
Alfolwi Archibald’s activity and diUgehce, whom you so greatly 
praise and recommend, ’I wish .the issue correspond to 
his majesty’s opinion, your care and trRvell, and his great diligence 
as you write. His majesty takes this rigorous proceeding against 
his mother deeply in heart, as a matter greatly coucerUmg him both 
in honour fed othervyise. His highnessjes Mtions. and behaviour 
utter plainly not onlf bow faS nature preTOlsjijbut also how he ap¬ 
prehends of the sequel of that process, and of wlmt mpment he es¬ 
teems it. ’Ihere is an mnbassade sh^y to be directed, wherein 
will be employed an ebri,and two counsellors, on whose Answer will 
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depend the continuance or dissolution of the amity and good intel¬ 
ligence between the princes of this isle. In the mean season, if 
fairer extremity .be used, and his majesty’s suit and request dis¬ 
dained,- his highness will^Unnk himself .dishonoured and contemned 
far besides his exfiectation and deserts. Ye may perceive his ma¬ 
jesty's disposition by his 'letter to you, which you shall impart to 
Mr. Archibald, and both deal according thereto. 1 need not to 
recommend to you care, concerning your master’s service both in ' 
weill and in honour. As you and your colleague shall behave your¬ 
self in this behalf, so for my own part will I interpret your affection 
to your master. I am glad of that I hear of yourself, and I dofully 
credit that you write of Mr. Archibald, whose friends here make 
great account of his professed devotion to the queen, besides the 
duty he owes to the king’s majesty her son. Farther 1 aiq con¬ 
strained to remit to next occasion, having scarce time to scribble 
these few lines, (which of themselves may bear witness of my haste.) 
Wishing you a prosperous issue of your negotiation, 1 commit you, 
&c. Halyrudhouse, Nov. 27th, 1586. 

The people, and all estates here are so far moved by the rigorous 
proceedings against the queen, that his majesty, and all that have 
credit are importuned, and may not go abroad for exclamations 
against them, and imprecations against the queen of England. 

No. L. (Vol. II. p. 136.) 

To the King’s Majesty, from Mr. Archibald Douglas. 

16 th Oct Please your majesty, I received your letter of the date 
1586 . the 28th of September, the 5th of October, which was 
From the tjjg game day that I directed W™. Murray towards 
tlro^Co'lect. your highness; by such letters as he carried, and otliers 
of Sir A. of several dates, your majesty may perceive that I had 
o®‘tted nothing so far as my travel might reach unto, 
anent the performing of the two chief points contained in 
the said letter before the receipt thereof, which by these presents I 
must repeat for answering of the saidis. As to the first, so far as 
may concern the interceding for the queen your majesty’s mother 
her life, I have divers times, and in every audience, travelled with 
this queen in that matter, specially to know what her full determina¬ 
tion must be ih..that point, and could never bring her to any further 
answer, but tha^, this proceeding against her by order of justice was 
no less against her mind, than against their will that loved her best: 
as towards her life she could give no answer thereunto, untill such 
time as the law hath declared whether she was innocent or guilty. 
Herewithal if’wu her pleasure thus far to inform me, that it was a 
number of the ^sociants that earnestly pressed her that the law 
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might proceed against her, gmog lewtms that w iMg ad she-was 
Miffered to deal in n^ers, so long%oidd never this realm be in 
quiet, neither this state Ju 'UsuraBoe.^'ted ija the end they nsed this 
protesUtion, that if she would not in ti^xnaftter follow admise, 

that they should remain withoqt alhjm^ whatsoever jhould fall 
out;' whereupon she Idi^ panted them lU>tf^ to proceed lest such 
as had made the request might hereafter have chhrged herself with 

inconvenience if any sboidd-impj^^. ; 

And by myself -I ho^W this her speedi'tq^ true, because both 
Papist anddEhotestiatthas behaved theta, as bath been her plea- 
sme to declare, bat. upon divers respects, the one to avoid suspicion 
that otherwise was conceivSdj^unst th^. the other upon zeal, and 
care that they will be-known lo have 0)r preservation their soye- 
reign’i life and state in this perilous tiim, upon Consideration where* 
of, 1 have been constrained to enter into sonm dealing with both, 
wherewithi madehetmcyesty acquainted; theProtestants, and such 
as in other matters wfll bel^owa to bear.no smsil favour unto yonr 
majesty’s service, hath prayed that they may be excused from any 
dealing in tbe'contsrtiry of that, which by their oath they have avowed, 
and % speech to their sovereign requested for, and thM before 
my coming in this country; if they ritonid now otherwise ^o, it 
would produee no better but to mtke them subject to the ac¬ 
cusation of their sovereign, when' it should ,please her to do it, of 
their inconstancy, in giving oouncdl whereby they might incur the 
dmiger of ijl councetlors, and be cobtoqqent worthy of plinishment. 
Such of the Pafdsts as 1 did deal whit, we^’ immediately, and told 
her majesty wbat I had spoken totbein; who aRmit She understood 
the matter of befdi«, sent for uto^ siid declared tome my own speech 
that 1 had nttered to them, wifiing me for the wed of my muster's 
service to abstain from dealing with mich, as not yet suQciljEitly 

moved to think of my master as ^e did. 1 crived leave ofher ma¬ 
jesty, that I might inform ilmra of your majesty’s late behaviour to- 
waids her, and the state of tins realm, whereunto with some diffi¬ 
culty she gave her consent, At my late departure from court, 
wfan^ was upon the £th of this instsat, and the day after ffiat the 
lords of this grand jury bad taken their leatves of he> majesty to go 
nordiward to Fothsiu|^iBm, it was hbr .p^SUM.to promise to have 
further speech in this asattsk,’Bt the feiMlaiagof ffie said lords, ahd 
to give full answer aecordiug to ytet.^jesty's contentment to dm 
lemtdnder matters, tliat I had prjqmb^nrpaae of your Ssajeky. As 
to the 2d part conq^ng tlm.BS8de|s0||^ tetd i|esire that the promise 
made tb theraas^ dtOn.^ ooiicene;^ yonr majesty’s dde may be 
fulfilled r R' appMis by. die said tbitt the very point where¬ 
upon the quatioh ^fftby bring yt^ nuQestj^s dtieMdoid>t,hBih 
not been ri{^dy ae dsblaMli^r comiTOed, wUch I 
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take to ^ F<»<Meded for lack of reading of foe act of pMUameat, 
wherwB,wi falfilled b11 foe promise made by t^e queen to the said 
mast^, ifod pofoing may now cause any doubt to arise against your 
said'dtle, except foat an opinion should be conceived by these Iprde 
of this parliament^t are so vehement;^ this, time agsunst foe 
queen your m^^y’a mother, that your, majesty is, or.may be proved 
hereaftj^assenfoig.to her proceedings, and some that love your 
majes^a imrvice were,of foat opinion that too earnest request might 
move a.gTPund thereupon suspicions might grow in men so ill af¬ 
fected m foat matter, winch 1 foo’t might be helped by obtaining of 
a declatadon in parliament of your majesty’s innocende at this time, 
and by reason foat good nature and pubUc honesty would constrain 
yon to intercede’for foe quhen your mother, which would carry with 
itself, vrifooutany further, some suspicion that might move ill affect¬ 
ed men to doiiH. In my former letters I humbly craved of your 
majesty.that some learned men in the laws might be niovcd to ad¬ 
vise with foe, words of foe association, and foe mitigation contained 
in foe act of parliament, and wifoall to advise what suspicious efiects 
your roiqesty’s request might work in these choleric men at this 
time, and how their minds might be best moved to receive reason; 
and upon all foese considerations they might have formed foe words 
of a declarator of yoyr majesty’s innocence to be obtained in this 
parliament, and ftuUng thereof, foe very words of a protestation for 
the same effect foat might best serve for your majesty's service, and 
for my better information. Albeit this was my simple opinion, I 
shall be contented to follow any direction it shall please your ma¬ 
jesty to give; I have already opened foe substance hereof to the 
queen of this realm, who seems not to be offended herewith, and 
hath granted liberty to deal therein with such of the parliament as 
may remain in any doubt of mind. This being foe sum of my pro¬ 
ceedings in this matter, besides foe remainder, contained in other 
letters of sevend dates, I am constrained to lay the whole oppn be¬ 
fore your majesty, and to humbly pray foat full information may be 
sent unto me what further to do therein ; in this middle time, while 
I shall receive more' ample direction I shall proceed and be doing 
according to such direction as I have already received. And so, 
most gracious sovereign, wishing unto your majesty all happy suc¬ 
cess in your afiairs, I humbly take my leave from London, this 16fo 
of October, 1586, Your majesty’s most humble subject and obe¬ 
dient servant. 

• A Memorial for HU Majesty by the Master of Gray. 

ttih Jsii. It will please yonr m^esty I have tho’t meeter to set 
1586. An 4^^ things as they occur, and all advertUemenU as 
hfa^irB fo^ came to wy ears, then jointly in a lettre. 
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band, in (lie I came to Vare the 24d]i of Dec; and sent to W“. 

flf 

SirA.Dick. Mr. Archibald Douglas to advertise the queen 

V 0 I.A. fol. of it, like as they did at their audience. She promised 
***■ the queen your majesty’s mother’s life should he spared 
tHl we were heard. The 27th they came to-Vate to me, die which 
day Sir Rob*, came to Vare, where they shewed, us how far they 
had already gone in their negociation, but for that the discourse of 
it is set down in our general letter, Lremit me to it, only this far I 
will testify- unto your majesty that W”* Keith hath used himself 
right honestly and wisely till our coming, respecting all circum¬ 
stances, and chiefly his colleaguh his dealing, which indeed is not 
better than-your majesty knows already; 

The 29ih day of Dec. we came to London, where we were no 
ways fliendly received, nor after tbe^faonest sort it had pleased 
your maj^ty use her ambassadors; never man sent to welcome or 
conveyus. The same day we understood of Mr. de Bellievre his 
leave taking, and for that the custom permitted not we sent our 
excuses by Mr. George Young. 

, Tim 1st day of Jan. W“. Keith and his colleague according 
to the custom sent to crave our audience. We received the 
answer contained in the general letter, and could not have answer 
till the 6th day, what was done that day your majesty has it in the 
general,, yet we was not out of esperance at that time, albeit we 
received hard answers. 

The 8tii day we speak with the earl of Leicester, where our con- 
ferrence was, as-is set down in the generaL I remarked this, that 
he that day said plainly the detaining of the queen of Scotland 
prisoner was for that she pretended a succession to this crown. 
Judge then by this what is tim’t of your majesty, as ye shall hear 
a little after. 

The 9th day we speak with the French ambassador, whom we 
find very plain in making to us a wise discourse of all his pro¬ 
ceedings, and Mr. de Bellievre we thanked him in your majesty’s 
name, and opened such things as we had to treat with this queen, 
save the last.point, as more largely set down by our general. 

It is tho’t here, and some friends of your majesty’s advised me, 
that Bellievre his negociation was not effectual, and that the re¬ 
sident was not' privy to % as indeed ! think is true, for since 
EelUeyre his perting, there is a of this Chastcauneuf his 
servants'taken withvliis whole papers .and pacquets, which he was 
pending in France, for that they charge him with a conspiracy.of 
late agiunst ihe queen here.her life. It is alleged his servant has 
confessed the matter, but whom I Shall trust I know not, but till 1 
see proof 1 shall sfccount him an, honest man, for indeed so he 
appears, and one (without dpubt).who hath beeii very instant ia 
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this I shew him that the queen and earl of Leicester had 

desired fo speak with me in piirate, and craved his opinion; he 
gate it freely that he tho’l^ ineetest, I shew him the reason why 
I comrmn>icatB that to Iw, for that . I had been suspected by 
some of her majesty's friends in France to haye done «vil offices in 
her service, should be my witness that my earnest dealing 

in this .shoaii| be‘4 sufficient testimony that all was lies, and that 
this kiiave;.}lai<6 whoinow had be^yed her, had in that done evil 
offices: he desired mg, .seeing she saw only witli other folks eyes, 
that I sbonid hb ways impute it to her, for the like she had done 
to him^lf by Nane his persuasion. I answered he should be my 
witness in that. 

Thfe 9th day we sent toeourt to crave audience, which we got 
the 10th day; at the first, she said a thing long looked for should 
be welcome ■yifhen it comes, I would now see your master’s offers. 

I answered,.ah .man makes offers but for some cause; we would, 
and like yoerinqjesty, first know the cause to be extant for which 
we offer, ami likewise that it be extant till your majesty has heard 
us. 1 think it be extapt yet, but I will not. promise for an hour, 
but you think to shift in that sort. 1 answered, we mind not to 
shift, but to offer from our sovereign all things that with reason 
may bej and in special, we offered as is set down in our general, 
all was refused, and tbo’t nothing. She called on the three that 
were in the house, the bail of Leicester, my lord admird, and 
chamberlain, and very despitefully repeated all our offers in pre-. 
sence of them all. I opened the last part, and said, madam, for 

what respoct h it that men deal, against your person or estate for 

her cause ? She answered, because they think she shall 
to me, and for that she is a Papist; appearingly said I both the 
cau^s may be removed, she said she would be glad to understand 
it. If, ma^m, said I, all that she has of right of succession were 
in the king our sovereign’s person, not ° ^ 

removed ? She answered, I hope s0, Then, madam, J. 
queen his mother shall willingly demit all her nghu in 
Ih. .h. h.® n. rigjt for .bo . " 

Then 1 said, if she have no right, u" 

already, so that it isnof» be feared that any man 

TheqLn answered, bu^the Papists allow not ’• 

then let it Ml, says 1. « the ting’s person '’y 

The earl of Leipbstet answered, she is » the advice of 

demit? I answered. Ae demission is to her " 

vox,. II. * *■ 
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him, having bonded for the efficacy.cf it with his majesty of before. 
The queen made as she couH ojat^cohiprehrajd my meaning, and 
Sii-Ilob'i opened the, matter ar^ih^ ^e y*t made a^ #^,-ihe un¬ 
derstood imt. So l|n earl bf^f<ei*ests*%B8?^ed tb^tniruaeaning 
vw, that the king ^muld be ‘put in hvynodher’s phn^i' Is it sb, 
the qtteata answertfdi;then 1 ill a,worse case than of 

bkfote ilj^'GDd’ap^tt, that werafo tmt:;tii^ewn^oat,.and for 
a dutc^yltt nE^fearldom to yoursil^, you W'jSk^W would cause 
some^y^ dc^^aute knaves kiljl'me.. Np, by God, he diall 
heUbi be I aaBwa!>di: |«! erases nothing of your 

m^^ty but pnty oif his mofoer. pf^LeiCesler answered, 

that were fb ma^e him par^.^to injitois^ss, I said, he 

will be for mote naity, if be ii her plkCe jforough her death. 
She weiiM stay d^oiiger, but sindjihc’w«#i not have a worse in 
his mother’s ]^ace. And said, t«dl yodf liog what good^ have 
done for him holding the crbwfa on his head since hC was bbrn, 
and that I mind to keep "thle. league that now ^nds between us, 
and if he bteak it Sha^ be aPdouMe fault, and Jwith this minded to 
i jAye biid^^ a fimvfell; butwe achevit e. fiiush^ arguing 
h thb point); And I spake craving of her that her life may be 
spared for lS days ; she r^sed. ’ iSir RolA waved for only eight 
days; she said, for ah bourt Jmd so geid her awayJ Your 
m^esty leea.yre hwa delivered dtwC had for offiars, but ah is for 
nothing, fdt she an^her'couhcel has laid 'a determinatkm tpat they 
inind to .follow forth',' and I see it comes rad^. of her cotittBil than 
herself, which J lllcs the worse withoqt doubt, sir, it Aall cut 
off all friendship, yehad herei^iho’ it were that mice th^ had 
mesoed weD to your mqjody, vemembwing themselves, that 
they have medAed with jottr mother’s^ good faifo they 

cannoth(^^|irei!t good of y^sself, a thSi^'lMWth I.am sorry for; 
hforther..ty<nff-majesty may perceive by fois ^isoouMe of that I 
{Kopo^ ifithey bad meai^ well to your majesty, they had used 
it oiherlifoe than they hafo done.'fohsCa has bound them. 
But r, daae;not write all, T foiiSJ'eoroetbjng to speak in this 
mascr,'because we look ^qriy. oaif letfotif shall bO trussit by 
■the way.,./''• -x '• ■ ■ 

ForI sea-private Cfodit nbr.^<||foa^<can altar their de* 
tehmiri^l^i the ^ucen the ew^- of lidcester has 

deuii;&fo^nliik‘‘|^ .rae fopai^forf T.s^d 'BQt to speak, nor 

let aB mn see that 1 in particular 
nthsaais^npyed fo Etigls^, but for the nNwt of your majesty’s 
.|iuitl^,.j^pi}beiti^tys t^e I obuld^ tifebtuatethat I desired, 
yet lb it shaiU^ mhitifested to world.- We 

hn, '€Mirahig, mn to enve i|a<fit^,K'who^.^^’^nd to use 
■'aSatply otoiasuuci^ns, wlatfoluthietCb W* lave tt®» very bdnjly; 
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for wo can, for youf h&nour’t cause, say no less for your majeety 
than the French ambaasaiktr has said for hjs n^^r. 

™^t|:«onsidM ay upright dealing in your 
service, and the efieo^ for had at heen ddable~(i. e. possible to 
bb done) by aiy I nigjStlave here had credit; but bejng’l came 
only ^ that cafl^ I wi^ not my credit shall serve here to any 
fnrriiet;purpq^. pray God preserve your mmesty, and send you 
a true and kihcere friendship. From London tldi l!S£h of Jan 
1686. ^ 

I understand .die queen in'^, send oneofher own tbyour miyaBty. ' 

To the Rif^ Hon. my yice-CkgaceUor and, Secretary to His 
Mq^esty, from the Master of Gray. 

Mt lard| .J’sehd you these lines with tlus indosed to 
ori^d W ^ whereby your lordship shall uuderttand how 

tbee^ mattes gqes here. And before all things 1 pray your 
jTDfcfc^ lordship, move his-majesty to respect my diligence, and 
V 0 I..A. not the efiect ih this negotiation^ for 1 swear if it had 
fol. 179. foj iiie crown of England to'myself 1 could do no 

more, and Let not unfriends have advantage of me, for the world 
shall see that I loved/. England for his majesty’s service only. 

I took Aortly to find yout lordship friend as ye made promise, and 
by God I shall be to you if I can. W"*. Keith and I devyset, 
if matoim had gone well, to have run a course that your lordship 
might hAfve here' been in credit and others disappointed, but now 
I will do- tof you as for tnyKlf; which is to care for no credit here, 
for in coaaeienee they mean noti n^esty to the king our sovereign, 
and if th^ may, he vrill go the get his mother is gone, or shortly 
to go, therefore my .16;^, .without all kind of scruple I pray you to 
advise Wm the b&la:n|^ this way. They say here, that it has 
been said by one vw hei^rd it from yon, that ye desired not the 
king and England to agree, because it would rack the noblemen, 
and gave fin pvauqde Qf%..by king Jmnra the Fourth, I answered in 
your name that J was assured you never had spoken it; Mr. 
Archihtdd is the^^aker of it, who 1 assure your lorddiip has been 
apmsonin Ihia matter, for they lean very mickle to his opinion. 
He oatea not he f*y«, for at length the king will be fain to deal 
tlu8 wftjt ^ neceiiiQr, •»o that when he deals 

this oquiae he iin«sut?d to be wdicoroe; to set down ell that is 
past of Ao like purposed, it would consumornbrepappr thsa l tore 
here,ao J ddfor it to meeti^; .'Diere is a new consphacy aifod^ 
Rf piin^ foe queen to have been mtended, £ot the French ambihtodor 
Ireaidfflt thi^af .Ws men taken, bnt I think in the epd it shall prove 
noAine; I^^rd, wbois ambassadorfotAi* queenin France, 
M iili"lt,ii8 hgoAer w takqn here, alwaya it has done this 

2n2 
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harm ib'onr negotiation, that all this conncil woold not move this 
queen to medle ‘with the queen of Scotland’s blood, till this inven¬ 
tion was fotcnd forth. I remit ai^. other things to the inclosed. 
W« minded to hare cent to his majest^a discoursOi which we have 
set do'h'n of all our' proceedings sinch.4|ur hither coming, but We 
ate sureljt advertinyd '^at tlie b^er ir’to be trussed by tiie Way 
-^<to'burj^que|8,‘ ag|‘that wC de% it dll out^n-coming; this I 
have pdftin-a iwivypart beside .’die ^racquet. '.%e isball, 1 think, 
take ieave^qn Fry^y the I3th day, w^re we mind exactly to 
follow the rigour e^bhr instructions, ior -it cannot stand with the 
king’s honohr .that we say lesli than the French ambassador, which 
was, le roy man tiiaistre ne pault mdina faire que se resentir. So 
that about the {24^ 1 think.-we shall, God; willing, be at home, 
except that some st% come which we. ldok nOt tor. The queen and 
the earl of Leicester has desired to spe^ With me. I refused save 
in presence bCmy coileagues, by reason I see a 4e.te)miination 
which particular credit cannot help, and ! crave no credit but for 
that causes It will please your lordship retire' the iaOlosed fpm 
bis majarty and keep it.. So after my service commended to 
yourself and bedfellow, I commit you to God. From London the 
12>th of Jaa. 158S. 

To the King’s Mqjesti/ffrom-Sir Robert Melvil. 

*Oih Jail. i* may please your majesty, since the direction of our 
o^oal in* letters, we had audience, and her majesty ajipeared 

his own to take our overtures'in good part in presence of her 
tteColfeot albeit no of^ could take place with them, 

dfSir'A. having taken resolution to proceed with'extremity, not 
A**foi ^* 1 * **** majesty to desire us to stay for 

• 18 . jjQ taking onr leave, .until she had adyised upon 

>Ottr propositions; since' which time, her majesty is become more 
hard by .some letters - (as we ate informed) has come from Scotland, 
making gbme . hope to befteve that your majesty ukes not this 
matter- to heart, as we know the contrmy in effect, and had of 
before .removed the.like' opinion out of her majesty*s mind, which 
by sinister information was credited, their reports has hindered our 
commistion, and...^u8ed this queen, ftaringiin' the .like manner we 
shaU'be stayed iintil ■ans'iRmr come from’ Scotland by such persons 
as th^-have iatelltgepcd of.-,.-And albeit thet^t will be well enough 
known to all 'men'^^'heayily ybur mqjesty takes this proceeding 
^Ima^ thb truth is, that tiiey have<by this occasion so persuaded 
ihe qw^te^'^atit'-is like ‘ to hinder c^,.; negotiation. As also 
Alclnader .<j[i. .w; Alexander)- Steward-la'-to be directed in their 
party, 6y onr knowledge, who has awantyt moeapCitfIs credit, than 
I b^eve be may^rform, and we willed him to-dbiaSst from this 
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dealing) saying it does harm, and he is not meet for that purpose, 
remitting to your majesty’s good discretion to take order herein as 
we shall be answerabl^ to your majesty not to omit any point we 
have in charge, as the'truth is, the master of Grhaye has behaved 
himself very uprightly andrliscreetly in this charge, and evil tayne 
with be- divers in these paerts who were of befiire his friends. We 
have been behaldin'g to the menstrals who has bOrn us best com¬ 
pany, but hal not been troubled with others. Wylzeme Eethe 
hath left noticing undone that he had in charge. As for master 
Archibald he has promised' at sill times to do his dewoyr, wherein 
he shall find true report made to your majesty, craving pardon of 
your majesty that 1 have been so tedious, after I have kissed your 
majesty’s; hand I humbly take roy ]^ave. Praying God to grant 
your majesty maOy good days and happy, in whose protection 1 
commit your majesty at London, the 20th of Jan. 1586. 

Sir, 

Albeit master George has not been in commission, he is not 
inferior in his senrice to any of us, as well by Iris good advice and 
diligent care he takes for the advanceuient of your service, wherein 
we have not been a little furthered. 


To the King’s Majesty, from the Master of Gray and Sir Iluhcrt 

Melvil. 

sut Jsa ' Please your majesty in the last audience we had, 
1586 .*^ since our last advertisement by W“. Murra^, we find her 
ortglnsl fa ^, majesty at the resuming our offers something mitigated, 
and inclined to consider more deeply of them, before we 
Dick. Vol. got our leave, at our-reasoning, certain of the council, 
A. fol. 180 . my lord of Leicester, Sir Christopher Ilayton, my 

lord Hunsdon, and my lord Hawart being present in the chamber, 
gaye little show of any great contentment to have her from her 
former resolution, now cassin in perplexilie what she should do 
always we left her in that state, and since have daily pressed con¬ 
ference with the whole council, which to this hour we have notyol 
obtained. This day we have sent down to crave our leave. The 
greatest hinder which bur negotiation has found hitherto is a per¬ 
suasion they have here that either your majesty deals superficially 
in this matter, of that with time ye may be moved to digest it, 
which when with great difficulty we had expugnit, we “"cw 
that certain letters written to them of late from Scotland haM'ound 
some place of credit with them in our contrare. So that i^olving 
now to clear them of that doubt by a special message, they have 
made choice- of Sir Alexander Stewart to try your highness s 
meaning in and to, persuade your majesty to like of 
ceed’m^, wfeefrom no terror we can lay out unto him is able to 
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divert has, he hu given out that he has credit with yOur ms^ity, 
nod that he doubta not to help this natter at your hi^nen’s hand. 
If he come then that errand, we think your majesty will not oversee 
the great disgrace that his attempts shall give us here, if he be not 
tane order with before that be be further heard, and if so be that 
any other be directed (as our inteUigenee gives us there shall) our 
hmnUe suit is to yonr majes^, that it nny please your highness to 
hear of us what we find here, and it what point we leave this 
matter wkh her miyesty, before that they find accidence, the causes 
wheraof remitting to our private letters. We commit your majesty 
for the present to God's eternal protection. From London this 
2lBtof Jan. 1586. 

No. LI. (Vol. II. r 142.) 

Cojy of a ktttr from the Eark of Shrexoiburt/ and Kent, ifC. touching 

their proceedingt with regard to the death <f the Scottu/i Queen, to 

Her Majeetfi council. 

It may please your Hon“* good lordships to be advertized, that, 
on Saturday the 4d> of this present, 1 Robert Beale came to the 
house of me the carl of Kent, in the county of —, to whom your 
lorddtip's letter and message waa delivered, and her majesty’s 
commission shewn; whereupon 1 the earl forthwith sent precepts 
for the atayiw of such hues and.cries as had troubled the country, 
requiring thr officers to make stay of all such persons, as should 
bring any such warrants without names, as before bad been done, 
and to bring tliem to the next justice of peace, to the intent that 
upon their examination, the occasion and causes of such seditious 
bruitet might be bolted out and known. It was also resolved that 
I the said ead of Keat should, on the Monday following, come to 
Lylford to Mr. Elmes, to be the nearer and readier to confer w^ 
my lord eS Shrewabury. Sonday at night, I Robert Beale came 
to Fotheriogaj, where after the commnnicating the commission, 
dtc. unto us Sir Aasice Pawlet and Sir Drue Drury, by reason that 
Sir A. Pawlet was but late recovered and not able to repair to the 
earl of Shrewsbury, being then at Grton, six miles off; it was 
thought good that we ffir Drue Druip^aad Robert Beale should go 
unto him, whidi tht did on nHHuiag; and together with the 
delivery of her majestyk eommiseioo, end yoer lordship's letter im¬ 
parted him what both the cari of Keat and wrthought meet 
doMla the oaaae, pnyiag hitlaiilsiup hither the day follow* 
lit; confer wiA am the said ead, caacerwit the aanu; which 
hie lasdibip psvmiicd. And for the better colmirmg of the matter, 
1 the said aarlof 'l^rewabury aaatto Hr. Bede, aiaM<ce of peace 
of the county of Huntingdon next adjmahif, to i%tii 1 commani- 
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cated that warrant, which Robert Beale bad under your lordthip’a 
handa, for the staying of the hues and cries, requiring him to give 
notice thereof to the town of Peterborough, crfiecially unto 
the justices of peace of Huniingdunshire, and to cause the pursuers 
ind btiiigors of such warrsints to be stayed, and brougltt lo dm 
neat justice of peace; and to bring us word to Fothcringay casUr 
ou'Wednesday morning what he had done, and what he should in 
the meau time ui. Jcrslain! of the authors of such bruiuw. Which 
like order, 1 also Sir Annas Pawict hod taken on Monday nioraing 
iii this town, and other p’ >ecs adjoining. The same night the 
sheriff of tlie county of Nori'hamplon ujwn the reeiipt of yonr lord¬ 
ship’s letter came to Arundel, and letter* were sent to me the earl 
of Kent of the carl of Shrcwslmry's inUntion and met ling here on 
Tuesday by noon; and eMier letters were also sent with thi n lord¬ 
ship's assent to Sir Edward Montagu, Sir Knhurd Knightly. M». 
Tho. Brudenell, Ac. to be here on Wednesday by eight of the clock 
in the morning, at which lime it was thought meet that the es- 
ccution should be. So upon lucsday, we the rails came hitlict, 
where the shetilf met us; and upon conference between u» it «.■** 
resolved, that the care for the sending for the surgeons, ami othei 
necessary provision should be coniniitted unto him against Uie 
time. And we forthwith repain d unto Imw, and first m the 
presence of herself and her folks, iq the intent that they inijrlu ser 
and report hereafter that slie was not otherwise pri«eedi-fl with 
than according to law, and the form of the sutui. nude in th- 
•27th year of her majesty’s i. ign, n was thought conv. «in i.t that 
her majesty's commission should be fi nd unto her, and .iftcrwarils 
she was by sundry specchi * wdlcii u. po-pare h-rself acanisi the 
next morumg. She was also put iu rrmembranct- ..f her fsnlt. thi 
honorable manner of prociwilmg with her, and tl.e m i i—ity ^ai 
was imposed upon her majesty to proceed to i sicutimi, for foal 
otherwise it was found that lluy could imi both ‘wnd togi ther. 
and however, sithrnc.-e the lord lluckhursis he •n'inR n '® 
conspiracies were attempted, and so w.mid in .oil ; 
since she Hbd now a good while since wamii.F- »•? 
and Robert Beale, lo think upon and prcjstic 
doubted not but that she was. Iwforc ih-, f 
would accept this message in g^ l’*rt- fo •’ ® ' 

Cbrtefkm duty might U smd to be 

comfort, and Li to ilte salvation both of ^ ^ 

world to come, we oftrc^l unto her l^«t ^ 

erntfer wHb the bishop and dean of 

whid. dem.. we Ml fer that punwm-. &p|>f«» 
whhmcnemlaoftlmtplm*, 

in mt name of the Fafba. ike Non, atd the H«»y t'h®**' • 
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that aha waa ready to die in the Catholic Roman ftidi, which her 
BDcestora profeaaed, from which abe would not be removed. 
And albeit we naed many persuaaiona to the contrary, yet we pre¬ 
vailed notjiing; and therefor^ when ahe demanded the admittance 
of her pnuV we utterly denM that unto her. Heretfpon ahe de- 
iMuided to underatand what amwec we had toudbing her former 
petition to her majeaty, concerning bet^pcri of accounts, and flie 
bestowing of her bod^. To the fiist #e had none other answer to 
make, but that weiRionght if they were' not sent before, the aamr 
might be in Mr. Waade’a custody, who was how in France, and 
seeing her'papers coold not any wise pleasure her majesty, we 
doubted hot but that the same would be delivered unto sheb as she 
should appmnt. For, for our own parts, wc undoubtedly thought 
that her majesty would not make any profit of her things, and 
tliereforc (in ouif opinions) she might set down what she would 
have dohe, and the same should be imparted unto tier miyesty, of 
whom both she and others might expect all courtesy. Touching 
her body, we knew not her majesty's pleasure, and therefore could 
neither say that hte petition should be denied, or granted. For 
the practice of Dabington, she titterly denied it, and would have 
inferred it that her deadi was for her religion; wberciinto it was 
eftsooiis by us replied,' that for many years she was not touched 
for religion, nor should have ^en now, but that this proceeding 
ugainst her was for treason, in that she was culpable of that horrid 
conspiracy for destroying her majesty’s person; which she again 
denied, adding further that albeit she for liirself forgave them tliat 
were the prot'urcrs of her death, yet she doubled not but th-.il God 
would take vengeance thereof. And being charged with the de¬ 
positions of Naui' and Curio to prove it against her, she replied, 
lliBt she accaMd naue, but tlial bercafler when she shall be dead, 
and Uicy remidn alive, it slmll be seen how inrlifl*vrcntly Ae bud 
been dealt with, and what measure bud l>ci n used unto her j and 
asked whetluT it had iK'cn heard before tliis, that servants had 
been practised to accuse their mistress, and hereupon also required 
what waa become of them, and where they remained. 

tl(K)n our doparture from her, for that it seemed by tlie com¬ 
mission, that the charge of her was in the disposition of us ilie 
uarU, wc required S. Amias Pawlet and S. Drue Druriv, to recrive 
for. that night the charge which they li«d before, and to cause the 
whole number of soldiem to wtuch tbat night, and that bar folks 
sboold be'pwt up, and take order th^toaly four of them should be 
at the cxccuikm, remaining aloof of and guarded with oartaiii per¬ 
sons, so as they should not come near unto lifr, whkh were Melvil 
(wr siewaid, lha physician, surgeon, and apotbsicary. 

Wi'dnrsday morning, aflter that we the earls were re|>ainKi unto 
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the cMtle, md the sheriff had prepared all ihi,,.*. m iWhall ,he 
ex^utjon, he was commanded lo go into .Ih- «,vl tl 

brmg her down to the place where were presen,, 
signed this ietur Mr. Henr>. Tall.o,. esq., S.r l-idaa.d 
knt.. h.s SOB and bar apparent, and William Montacoe h„ ,* 

Sir Richard Katthtly, km., .Mr. Tlioma. ... Mr It....,,’ 

Mr. Robert end John Wingefield, Mr. Ko.r,*i, and 
Benjamin Piggot, Mr. Dean of PcUrborough, and oili. t*. 

.At the stwrfold, she paused to s|>eak to Mebil m our bearmc. 
whieli was to this effect, "Mclvil, as thou hast bnn an bnoe*, 
aerveunt to me, so 1 pray thee continue to my >on, and romuK-nd 
me unto him. I have not impugn’d his rchgtnu. nor itic rehtriun 
of others, but wish him well. And as 1 forgive all tbai have 
offended me in .Scotland, so I would tliat hr should hImi ; jm) 
beseech God, that he would send him his Holy .'vpim, and illumii.aie 
him.” Melvil’s answer was, that he would so do. and at that 
instant, he would beseech Uod to assist him wiih lus Spun. I’hrn 
she demanded to speak willi her priest, which wav vtri.n-d unhi 
her, the rather for tliat she came with a sufiersUtious {mii of IhaiN 
and a crucifix. She then desired to have her woman to In Ip hn, 
and upon her earnest request, and saying that when other (;> i.'.l* 
women were executed, she had read in chrouiel(s iha, they U.id 
women allowed unto them, it was p>-rniiUid that she thould 11 . 111 ' 
two named hy herself, which were Mrs. rurh- and Kmticdy. 


After she came to the scaffold, lii»l in |iresi-tier of them all, In t 
niajcBlic's conimislioii w,i.s openly rc.id; and afterwards Mr Ilmn 
of PeU-rborough, according to a diieclion whit h In- had rev. ivol, 
the night bi fore, from us the carlv, wou'd l.avi- ntadi' a ►'"dly 
adiiiouitiou to her, ,0 repi lit and die wi'll in the f< ir of foal ar.d 
charity to the world But at ilic first eolry. slo titu rly u fused it, 
saying that she was u Catholiquc, and thvi 1, wi o .1 folly l« move 
her being so resolutely minded, and that oiir pi mi- would hltle 
avail licr. Whereupon, to the inUnt it iinghi i-ai 'h»t we. and 
the whole assembly, liad a Christian ilcsne l.. hivv. 1 dn well, a 
godiv prayer, coiircivti! I>y Mr. Dean, was read ;oi.i j f..t.oun< rd hy 
us all. “ 'riint it would please Almighty tiod to «* ;e! l.ci Ins Holy 
Spirit and grace, and also, if it weic hit will, to p«r>I< n *11 hr, 
ufleru'cs. and of Ins nw-rcy fo rr-c<iv’ her.into I>.» and 

rvcrlasting kiogih.tn, and hnally nt bh w hef rrisj- v'y, »o>l fot» 
found all her enemieswbcf. i,t Miv l>ian, miiidiag taitpaif Up 
shortly, can shew your lordship a ropy. 

This done, she pronounceil a praver U|«a het knees t* tius 
‘‘ to lx SI eeh God to s i.d bet Ins Holy Spirit, sud that site tiuso .1 
to teci ivu bvf aadvaliufl III las f.!o<wJ, and of his gTS-’Wlobf letcuisl 
into his kingdom, besought God to forgive her cnewikt. as siw fu< 
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tbe»4^t^to tmi hit inatfcfew 

her 


wfaewiiyi He, wew incwtj. 

™y '•iUH ti^^Rt am liitittld ippRMfih dato 


rf.w« to l^joalriiiiw, wmipcularly 

WW fiottl^ fef dur^BH^' ait4<|kuthtf arffli tlidilighf'mod^^nify 
your lordi^ bwik,|Hk for tltf dwJdSi^ 

^ “toy rM: to the contriry, ve Inre 
“®« «*ct Ip witing, 


^atthojKjto. iy loh^eiBoUBgAta^tyGod 
her Mjeeiy imt proep^lei|^ and to 

•iA)intomkt,w tike ow J(iw«w^ Roia 1^ 

Oto «&of fOimti IdiB^ 
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No. HI. (VoI.^n.p.l 46 .) 

Ur. Daatim, imUe emm^tk htt Stwl^ 

Qrten^McM^ 1. B^ttrt^mlkktr. 

mgtg. 3. .^aamte. ^ . 

#V«. tiiu wfitfcw BDT CIB bt t h tfg d 


Mae ^ ^ . 

3. Dtm that haiiMy la mnainaS idooart, vhaa iU'mtj ia^, 
urait btpiit theniat w^iu hw aigai^ aeenuiy. to lef^ifotiw 
IttUn ft^the oana itt ioitil^i jagMi tta> to Jar aal 

afm tEaB''liir aninatB. 

the tetea dilace,4(tte Mid e^aahaoaeabJt ie ml 
kiiomti»>driler ^IhiBoil,' 

1. Tbiftheamrjilu at i^j^itteratka or mcethif w haU w y, 
iiajpei jlil Meat, or cdimcd, cmMpnimg.Ao ceuee of the Mid qeinb 
dMi^Mdag dowBof h^ai^t^ iraR«i^*lpe«o da ooewiu* 
giOpiN^t'Ihe krde and of^^jQDiweilL 
^ .’^iplie moan parkin sign^ da; |pt l t i ce pMied agahut 


3. Hiiiie n«fer gained eWiMt the proctanatioa publiAiag the 
■ame, m wriuA after ha dead^ nor any other letter, or thwf 
w hala ttfa er concertiing the mbc. And, 

That the Only thing which can be ipeGtaUy and trely iaqpated to 
tiinn ia canytag up the eaid wafraat unto her o^jaaA to ho 

rf gnit. She eanding a great coonieUortii^hhn, with h«nlea»a«e 

to thaia»d,and canying it to the great aea! of PnglM^ by her own 

■Mcial^iecdoo and coeeaMadmenL 

■'MbiUjikt better cleaiieg at arhieh tiath, tt ia endent, 

-*• the letter, being penned hy the hwd ixeaiaiar#^^ de- 

fireredliy ban Mr. OanMMfittlh her on^iy'e «*« p^y**® 
be ready ftw to ito when ehc mold be pleated to ^ wr it. 

2. Tlutt faemg in hie haiKl^ he retained it at the faartje^ea 
^ weela mweaealad, nor oaMOdfeiiag loeaiay^ 

agreat cwSEETiMiuailbr Ae aam. and^ eharply mpiMed 


pointing t||. hatt lP Fetherieg ay fc> ^ pl w 
Uking thnnaniHaiilin dwera iw^-ete, and m dM^ « 
IMMd liit^Ue herany tether, erlathertk»Btty I 
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hwft^iiU it^kkt^doiier : 8te,#arher)>l^bvjbg(a8 aiie«aid),|>er- 
f6{iil«^"^t, inlBv or.Teu^ca^{»rs«}uiijed ofher. > r 
.4.. ^hji^ diiectidiu no^f^|&i^mdiD||4a)^t'tbe ««m 
aUt^iltii^^t^'snd the part c^lme pat.'day ip’ hisl^d^ 

h hade with hi^ dk tK>prtr«a^UUi)^p^ mafesty wkhat, 
t^iip|oceei4 Ih^iOf jeiacording to 

ifae 
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: . defetring to cead it awaj afterit was sealed ontotbecem" 
missiohen,-«8 lie was spedially.cdmmainded;, staying it all that night, 
and ^ greatest part ot‘tiie nest daV in his hands. 

6!i^;^denally,.lu8x:4tsto«ng tba«of into the.hands of the lord 
treasurer; ofifhopt he iMd before received the same. «... 

Whfob ara.!(d^r and.eid(^t proofs,'foal the said Davison did 
nothing csdse whatsraver;'coDtrary;fo the dt)fjt of the place 
he then in her majesty’s service. 

, - 

.Thw mmsfo'^,ad drij^^ On the ^aekis th^'fide, 

■ The.ifotO^cy of .llSTijl^'son in iho caujdfjaMe late ieottisb 
<]ueeh;' 


HHtfer fi'cMt O, ’ to jting 

.rroa^r ' Most worthy prinj6fi,jihe dependfog dangers opOT 
ori«M^^^ctipndtes, ^vdhsiesi^'h; ias l^^inf'orced.ailen^jn 
faitfaftillyfoili^d to. your person^ and ini dne 
. A. 1 . of tri^, -will nnder^ all.li^r(tt of fortane .for foe 

*•. muntenanCe offoe jnst-regal rifH^i^f^'hy the I®w ^ 

yinej ojF nature and of nafomsi nrinifdited in,yonf' ro^ perton- Fall 
inot most noble and. renowned prince, front Wa 'whose prori- 
dendttMtli'.iatp^y dan^s preset^ you, no doubt to be pa. tor 
otruinont .of bis glory, and.foe good pfius people. Senie^tocto^i! ? 
Jnd, lNHjjtheen.revealed to yoilrprejitdiee, whii^^ostfrr^d from 
Boihe arnbiticnia violent sj^^d person nert.y^toajeMfwJpouncil 
sftod/aronrji noman iO pa^culax. will I Sccmfe,htd^nfoAre it 
hath' ho foundation from, any i^fo whom^for your ,1. nave 

heldH|feespondence;. otherwlstf.l’ long, suptlhi heog disabled 
Jrom J^^brmtoMJe .of thwe doticsj'^tfiat tlio,thou^t8 of mjioa^®*** 
deayomreth; .^g only. knoWl^ fois Sforthy nobleman, bearer 
hereof, one nd^ inaU .parts of Ct^stehdptn for hia6deli1y to your 
personahd 8^ andi^r. yodC^inost loyal servant, 

my first and ifojthfol corredp^^f|;a^%|uilid James .Mndsonej 
whom I hive fon# 
assured.^ It m^, t^(?»fore,. p^fe. 

motion of % Wl^sl^h l aedhe to'be .^mdd^toent of yonr 


SemV«»*s'Wia'8f8c^!j^m l^jh^etter i» ,l 
SSr« piSnd to fsy to wLh of ftaing’..Mo«6mca«ipoi^ » «* 

skoaUiestorM- 



4^ SCOTLAND. 

My pMlionate efifeetiofk to yonr penon (not as yon are a kingjlmt 
as you area good king, and hiiTO jtut after my sovOreigB^ to 
be ag^reatldiig^ doth transpoit me to presumption. Conde^.not, 
most noble prince, tbemotives 'of can and love, altho’ mixed ^th‘ 
defects in judgment. =, ^ 

\ L therefore,, first'heit^h your miyes^, that for ftie good of 
Aoiiiewhom Ood, ^ d$]^Proiriiedce,bafi> destined tolpur charge, 
that pl^inl to hareTan extraordfo^ care dt all prac* 

ticers'dr pi^i^is^^^t your^perton ;;^ it is not to be doubted, 
but thaf IB kingdoms, either out cftfaibiUon,- faction, or fear, 
there ato mdoj^iat desire tofaare their lorereign m minority, there¬ 
by the sover^psty and sl^ ought be sosyid by^partiality of sub* 
alternate pors^, rathi^" than^y true rule of power and justice. 
Breie||p your p^mn, ^ foaT pot the princes of man upon the 
point ^yoiif ^h^ will be preserve^ and meuntained i^mnst 

alleasanlts of coraj^mdon whatem; Thus 1 leave the protection 
of your person and rggal posterity to the Almighty Ood of heaven, 
isho bless and preierve you ahd^ yours, in all regal happiness to 
toMs glowi--;: . .■ V,; .5^.' 

2. ' Nextip toe.preser^onof your person, is ifoeT^nservation 
and Kcret lteepn^]^ your councells, which, as I have said, are 
often betray^ and discovered, either out of pretended zeal in re¬ 
ligion, tihbul^ faction, orbase concep^n, the wlri^ your majes¬ 
ty is to regard with all drcumspection, as igsoatter most dangerous 
to your person and state, and the only means to ruin and destroy 
aB ^thosPt’tftat stsmd faithfiiUy devoted to your majesty’s service. 
Some particulars, and persons of this nature, I mtdreno doubt have 
been ^coveredby^ the endeavours of-this nobleman, the bearer 
hereol^bfwhpm your majesty may be fiirther'informed. -'. ' 

3. The thiH point considerable is that your majesty by all means 

possible, seblire yourself of thie good affection of toe French king 
and stattf, by tl^ nego^htionfof some fmthfol secretconfident: the 
French natunl^ dhttemlg the union, of the Brito^ islands under 
- one inftouchl, bi Germany, I doubt not, Ipit you' have many allies 
and (^dh, bat by reason toeirremote itate they do>iKii:ao much 

impotto ^ a&ir, which mnat be guid^ by a quick usd sudden • 
tt^n. ...'''S’'-.1" • 

4. ' When Ck^ t^whose providence,^ period of aB^persons 

ami .timeB is dittermihed^phall call to his;l[^^gmm of glory her ma¬ 
jesty {altbdughl do adit^y ho^ that' flmre will no^^ a|py qnes- 
tioin# competito»i.‘ yet/|ai i^ it ; t hold it not fitting to give any 
n^i^ enttrace udosCMMpf so high a nature), 14 ||fsinhly be- 
See^^tir to desi^ a secret, foithfol and experienced 

cOifidtoi serralit of yours, being oran tqiptoved fidelity |dd judg- 
mentj cOudnuany to be here resident, whose'jpegotiation, it were 
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conveirfent your majesty should fortifie, with such secret trust and 
powers, as there may not need 14 days respite to post for authority, 
in a that caimot endure ten hours respite, without varieties of 
dange^. In which it is to be considered that sdl such as pretend 
least good to; your establishment, will not in public oppugn your 
title, but out of their cunning ambition will seek to gain time by 
alledg^g their pretence of coramoo good to the state, in propound^ 
ing of good conditions for disburthening the common, wsale, of di¬ 
vers hm^ laws, heavy impositions, corruptions, opp^sions, &c. 
which is a main point to.lead the popular, wlio are much disgusted 
with many particulars of this nature. It were therefore convenient, 
that these motives^ out of your majesty’s providence should be pre¬ 
vented by your free offer in these points foQowing, viz. 

1. 'That your majesty would be pleased to abolish purveyors 

and purveyance, being a matter finitely offensive to the com? 
mon and the vthole kingdom, and not profitablc^to the 

prince. > ' -« ^ 

2. 'Hiat your majesty would be pleased to dissolve the court of 
wuds, bejgg the ruin of all the noble and ancient families of this 
Tealm, 1^ biasc matches, and evil edjication of their children, by 
which no revenue of the crown will Im defrayed. 

3. The abrogating the multiplicity of penal laws, generally re¬ 

pined jagainst by the subject, iii regard of their uncertaiidy, Iming 
many^fimes altered froih,;their true meaning, by variety of inter¬ 
pretation. ' * 

4. That your majesty will be pleased to admit tree outport 

of the native commodities of this kingdom, now often restrained by 
subalternate persons for private profit, being piost prejudicial to 
the commerce of all mer^wats, ai^d a plain destruction to the true 
industry and manufacture of all kingdoms, and against the profit of 
the criCmn. ^ 

Hiese, being by your majesty’s confidents in the point of time pro¬ 
pounded, will assuredly confirm unto your majesty the hearts and 
affections of the whole kingdom, and absolutely prevent all insinu- 
ations.and devices of designed patripts, that, out of pretext of 
common good, would seek to patronize themselves in popular opi¬ 
nion and power,,and thereby to derogate from your majesty’s bounty 
and free^vour by priocgly merit of your moderation, judgment, wad 

justice. . .; * , ■ 

Your mspsty’s favbjai^lhue grapted to the subject, will no way 
impeadi ther j^rofiu of the crown but advance them. The dbpro- 
portionable jeun of some chequer oSqeth, vrith tiie base and. mer¬ 
cenary prd^U of the idle unnecessary clerks and attendants, will 
only suisr some detriment; but infinite will be t^ good unto the 



kingdom, which Ivill confirm unto your majesty the unirereal love 
and affection of the people, and establish your renown in the high¬ 
est esteem to all posterity; 

The lord preserve your luajestie, and make you triumphant over 
all your enemies. 

My care over his person, whose letters pass in this pac(|uct, and 
will die before he leave to be yourl, shall be no less than of mine 
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1 N DEX 


TO THI'. 

HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 


K. B. TAf Nomeral letter* refer to the Vohme, md the 
Figures to ^ Pujei. 


A.oiUBON« Bfo^ishop of iSl. Andrew $, 

i, excomniwicBlcd bj the *)nod iif Hfe, 

ii. lia. Ho MOOBiioiiieeted hie oppo- 
neota, 114. Is teetered by the general 
naMmbly open Ooaditiona, ib. Hi* mean 
sabmiseioB Hi the genenl ea»einUy, 167. 

Albany, Aleneoder, duke of, ctbala with 
hi* noble* ngninat W* brother king James 
111 . i. 45 . la otnAe priioner, hut escapes 
to Frence, 46. Conclude* »treaty with 
Edward IV. of England, ib. Procures 
asaislanee to ioeade Scotltod on mean 
eonditioD*. ib. Retnma to SooUnnd, and 
is reatored to favour, 4T• Cabala again, 
but is forced to By to France. 48. 

——, d«hc of, made regent daring 
the inlnoiity of king James V. i. 29- .lO* 
After acvend qnsnccesafol struggle* with 
the nobility, ha it forced to retire to 
France, 51. 

Akngon, duke of, queen Eliabeth long 
amnica the court of Franco by carrying 
on a treaty of marriage with him, ii. 57. 

Allen, cwdinal, published a book prov¬ 
ing the lawfSlnea* of killing exooininuni- 
oated prioees, ii. 10 *. _ 

Alva, duke of, hia intngoea in fcvoor 
of queen Mary, ii. i*- ^ 

onUed from Ida govemmeUt of the Nclher- 

lands, 43. . • 'mi 

Ambassador*,their offi», t.T"* 

A»W.. St., the ^hW ^ 


370. I* taken prisoner in Dumbarton 

castle, and banged, ii. 14. 

Andrew’s, St., tlie castle of, demolished 

by the French, i. 95. 

.. the prior of, promotes a 

.1 _met^fka 


Andrew’s, Bt., tne *rci.o..»-r 

inarkably ettred of a dangerous 
j 111 . 'ITie motive* of hia opposiUon to 

ho ieerAgent. 129.. Hi. great mBn- 

ciice on the benph of bishops and weight 

i„p.rli«ment,13*.. 
wlh great moderation, 135. 

The Vefnrineh, ib. Is imprisoned for 
eelebrating mass, 246. ^* 5 “ 

Mary’* nBaii* by his imprudent oonduc , 

VOL. II. 


Ireatv between the queen regent andthe 
reformers,!. 146. Is provoked to leave 
the court, 148. Is one of the chief pro¬ 
moters of the Reformation, 160. Some ac¬ 
count and charseter of him, 161, A™" 
.irfeavours used to undermine hjm. ib. 
Presumption of his innocence of the de- 
signs ehitgod on him, 162. Is sent by 
Ihl convenUon to invite the queen to 
Scotland, 206. I* received by her with 
and affection. 207. Restrain, 
the turbulent sjntit of the people against 
Pnnpvv 219. Is sent to restrain the li- 

renSpiacticeaoftheb.^^^^^^^^ 

Eieonles W* commission with 
prudenco, 224. A conspiracy .aga nst 
him diaoov.r*d,231. , 

Mar 233. Becomes obnosinui to the 
KHnntly.234. See Mar and Mur- 

Gilbert de Crafravil'e, earl of, 

p,„^:nu.c»n.y.i...^ 

dnrinK tha minority of king 
regeocy during » ^ 

James V., t. 3tb g,,, 

52 Obtains leave to reloin 

into Sntrender. himself 

intoSertiand.n. • «vet*l 

tokingjamee *, * , to^mp- 

o,her. seine the c.^ of SUrto^g^^^P 

pose Arran, 88. y„g 

into England •*.nttainled and 

his estate soj Is seised 

uldolinfaee"®'*^”^ 



450 INDEX. 

and committed priaonet to toe ouila Hii eldeit fan in oanfiUonall; eacladed 
of Edinborgb, ib. - Eioapei and fliei to all right of anooaaaion, 9& Hia mean 
the oiottntaioa, 17S. Ofi'ers to anhmit to concession to the oonrt of France, lOi. 
a trial, l7d. Sentence is pcononneed Gets the title of Ohatelheraalt, ib. ,1s on- 
against him, ib. He refnses to isobniit,' darmined hf the qneen dowager, 108, 
177, , ' ' 109, Ptoposals and argOments tor bis 

AnjoQ, idnke of, a marriage proposed re^gtmtion, 110. ,He ooosents to it, ib^ 
between him and qneen Eliaumth, ii.'SO. Retnots by the ninence, of the aroh- 
Anne, a piioosSB of Denmarfc, taarried .^iahop of St. Andrew’s, 111. Is at last 
to king James VI.; ii. 164. Her arrivd prerailed on, and^gets advantageona 
in Scotland and eorobation, 166. Heads terms, 111. See Cbatelheranlt. 
a party that opposes the obauoellor, 17^ Ar^, eldest son of the doke of Clietel- 
Arohbisbopa, bl^ps, deans, and beraolt, jidhs in an association with the 
chapters, rerirri in Scotland dnriag the reformers, i. 159, Narrowly escapes in- 
kiog’s rainoilty, ii. SS, 34. This,gires tended rain at the oonrt of France, 160. 
great offeaoe to many of the ele^p ib. Is full of reseatment against the Ftenolr 
An act of asderably acainsl these offlces,. on that ecootoil, ib. The congiegation 
71. Bishops nme snSjeot to preaby- solicilqoeeoEIi^etb to marry him, 199. 
teries and assemblies, 113. . A great His great imprudeaoe with regard to 
stroke gireo to Ibeirkolberity, 131,133. queen Mary, 215. "Discovers a con- 
None oftbem present at the queen's eoTu- spisaoy against the queen’s faronrites, 
nation, 166., 331. Loses bis reasoo, ii. 56, Is im- 

Argyle, enl of, is appointed to carry prisoued by Mortao, 57-i 
the crown matrimonial to the -danphin of late oaptStewIrt, gets that title 

France, i. lS4. Uses bis interest with and estate, iL 67. Is tppoinled to con- 
the reformers to make a treaty with the -duet Morton ftom DlRnbarton to Edin- 
queen regent, 146. Lesres her court in bnrgh, ib. Hie Infamous marriage with 
resentment of her treachery, 148. Re- the countess of March, 69. His variance 
fasea to aocede to a treaty with Murray with Lennox, ib. Is frustrated in an at- 
tbe.regeDt, 403. Is soon after fqreed to tempt to rescue the Ung at Ruthven, 75. 
snbmit, 404. Acts as lientenant to the la eonfined prisoner to the castle of SUr- 
qneen after the regent’s roarder,ii. 4. Is ling, 76. Regains Us liberty and the 
prevailed on to join the king’s party, 17. king's regard, 83. Resumes bis power 
Quarrels qritb Atbole, 46. Confederates and errogdnce, ib. Gets the Ruthven 
with him agauat Uortoa the regent for conspirators declared guilty of high tree- 
their mntnal defence, ib. They remon- son, 85. Is detested as anther of a per- 
strate against him to the king, 49. They seoolion against the clergy, 90. Is gained 
raise forces agaiastUm, 54. Negotiate over to queen Eliaabeth’s interest, 93. 
a treaty with him oy the mediation of Gels several forfeited estates, 94. His 
qneen ElizabnUh, ib. Is promoted to the corruption and iosolence, 100. Is made 
office of obaneellor, 56. The king’s an- cbanoellor, and has unlimited power, ih, 
thority delegated to him and lord Forbes His . venality is exceeded by that of bis 
against the ^pish lords, 180. His forces wife, 101. His monstrous tyranny and 
are defeated in an ongagement with them, oppression, ib. His power undermined 
ib. ' . by Wotton, the English envoy, 110. Is 

Arislooraey, predomioaot in Sco}1and, oonCned in the castle of St. Andrew’s, but 
1.316. ' soon recovers favour. 111. Hia iotcfesl 

Armado,*Spanii^, preparations fqr it,'*sinks mqqh,' 113. Is stripped of bis 
ii. 154,155. It la defeated, 158. . hnnonrs ^ spnils, and reHaced to his 
. Arran, earl, is appointed re'^ent daring original alation, ib. 
the minorlly of qqeen Mary, i. 77. His Artioies, lords of, their origin and bnsi- 
ehatfoter, 78. ^ (Unseals to the aohemes ness, i. 66. B^.whom chosen, 67, The 
of England, which ditgosta the pnUio, 80. sahseqnent - variations and political use 
Becomes saepioidas'of the earl of Len- made of this ioslitiition, ib. 
nox, 83. la foreed to renonlme the Arandri,' eatl o^ is appointed a oom- 
friendriiip with England, and declare for miasioner to the qqatorenee at Weatmin- 
Franoe, lb. And to ^UBTseonto tte re- ster; i. 393. . 

fonnein, 85. PaUioly.abjures ihe doo- Ashby, ambassador,from queen Elica- 
Irines of the reformers, Ri. la ooqtemned both to Scotland, ii. l56. His great pro- 
’ by one half, aad.l^a IroaidA Vses to king James, ib. His promises 

' part of the nsdon, g6. • Reads the w soon forged, 159. He is eahamed, 
' tisansqfFraooe and defenders of Popery^ and wUbdraittrprivately from Scotland, 
ib. Aitempta.in vain to teize the mnr- ib. '-i 

derore ofoardinalBeatonn, 93. laforoed Assasfination, the froqiteody of it in 
to make a truce with the coiis|nratiita,ib. Soolleudy bow aocounted for, i. 295. So- 
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faral initikaeB of It In Franent (96. A Jnnet V. M mortlf; tba nobMt, i. 95. 
■lop put to it there tod in Seotitud, S97. Hia preteniioiiB to the reiteney Ott the 
SeTsnl .treat men eppraak of i(, ib. death of tbet priOoe,77, Forgeteleitn* 
VnwiSM gruti; ■iterward, ii. 167. meet of the late kiiig,ib. HU'view* how 
AeeOltblj of the ebnrab of Scotland, dimppointed, ib. HU charaoter.'ib. Op- 
tlie &rat b«t feeble nnd irregular, i, 205. potea Ijle earl of Arran, regent, 80. Ex* 
Another ■aaembly, their demanda from the oitoi moat of the nalioi againM the 
convention, 225,226. Two other ataem- Eagliah, 82. Seixe* the joong qnten 
Miea in vain aolioit .an eugmaitalion of and her mother, ib. CoJolea the. earl of 
their reveimea, 240. They addreaa queen Lennox, 83. OMigea the fegeni to re* 
Mary in high atraina of eomplahita, 278, dounee En^and, and declare for France, 
An naaembly prooeeda at Gleagovr, not- ib. And to peradeute the nformera, 84. 
withetandiag the king'* interdiction, ii. Engroaaea the chief direction Of afflura, 
71,72. Two tasetnUioa yield many of 86. Hia donbie dealing with the earl of 
the privilege* of the ohnrdi to the king, Lennox rcteated, ib. 87. la murdered, 
195,196. Declare it lawful for miniatera 91. Hi^ denOi fotal to the CatboKoa, 92. 
to ait in parliament, 199. See Clergy. A »•*“ attempt to rev^ge it, ib. Scan* 
AaaooTation, formed in defence of queen didou* repOrfa concerning him, 120. 
Elizabeth againat queen Mary, ii. 97. Bedford, earl of, cornea at afobataador 
Albole, earl of, the ocoaaion of liia from qneen Eliaabeth to .witoeaa the bap- 
quarrel with the earl of Argyle, ii.46. tiam of Jamea VI„ 1.313. Hit inttruo- 
Joina with him in oppoaing Horton, the tiona, 314. Hia leltera to Sr W. Cecil, 
reirent. ib. Dies aoon after an entertain- Append, ii. 336. 340. 345. 

V * .. . e. At, a • wu.a. -D-lt J-.. GU- laamdSaare aalmmV 


ment at Morton’*, 55. Sbaploiona of bit Bellendon, Sir Lewie, jualico olerk, 
being poiaoncd, ib, king Jamet’a reaident at London, ii. IW. 

Aobigne, lord de, teaond ton of the foina in promoting queen Bliiabethtin- 
lord Lennox, trrivea in Bootland from terott in Scotland, ib. la aont with her 


France, ii. 58. Becomea aobn a great fa- envoy into that country, ib. _ 
vdbrite of kingJamoa, 59. High tifle* Black, Mr, IHvid, miniater of St. 
and poata beefowed on him, ib. Notea Andrew’*, hie ndionloue and aeditSoii* 
againat him. Appendix, ii. 402. See exproemona in the pulpit, u. 187. Being 
Uonox. ’ anpported by the clergy, he decline* the 

Anttrian family, their origin and power, civil joriadiction, 188. la con demned by 
I AQ the prwy cottDoil, 189. Is senlebedd by 

tbe kiog to reside beyond Spey, 190. 

BABiKQTOSy Anthony, some ftsoonntof BIsckadder, captain, md ^reodtbeW, 
Mm, ii. 117. Tbe rise of bis conspiracy 

againat qneen Elizabelb, ib. The namea Boethma, Hootw, bit totory of Scot 

Weritwrsgr"' attempt to realreintboir 

sSTin hi. claim to the oroWn «f lioentioA.««otiee., i. 223. Quom M.^ 
Bidiol, John.bi.^^ui Tietb tbei, 396. A «>nffle ttm w, m 

1^9 Sol;.ftre[ri^h?SrforJ^^O. wW*theEog^warden, &e. wnremnd. 
’.f .w a_dtt.i.!._ATiMnen. 11. 45. 


Ballard, a iraffloking pri^t, ^iSllSwick^td tsaitte the timn W- 

iovariou of England from Bpmn. «. IW. 'riX^74.’ 


in pnrHnnient,^^^. BeWo^'^ ^Irep^ viMi her after the 

karem tS paittnmenf, A^end. u,9 5. Wfoire^ ^ 

D.ro., .^kpubU.h.d b, 

?‘“l in? Stot?»t^UaMm to aeveral ford., *1* 

“le"^;c^rii,«Ul.are.tbyW.g Itbom be wa. at 301. He 
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jnorwei lb ftTobr wJtb kcr, 302. Gir- ther allempt to come at the king^ ib. Its 
ooButaBOM Mii^oQiting^ 303. Ho ropblsed* and obliged to Hj to tbo oortli 
i# wottii4iii^>^'ii b^nptwg to ooiao bae of of Bo|1aod» ib* Is aba&dooed ^ Qoeeo 
the biOb<>|f o fI^o qoeen’i oxtrao^ fiHfbl^di,:M4 forced to flj iawIBptifi 
dkoaij^ilM &r him oo this oeoasioo, ih. ' bbd 16^., RoflMi&s.iii indlgoot ob- 
To .o<|bi^«ahareoti be obtaids « paim foa^j^lRid tt pofor lDt# rooonoiled tq 
for Slorioik ndbia oiwoda'les, 316. tbekmg,lb. 

posOstho rqsloodionof the PdpUb eoele- Botb^eU>Adam,bishopofOrkney, per* 
aiaatloal JorUdUotioo, 318^'' Hit views io foms thj) bqremoBy of marriage of queen 
thUfib. ;is suspected the BQlbor of Otro; Mary to d^uit ofBothw«}i,U. 3411 
tej*8 mai;der,324. Ta ohar^ withit by; ^ Bww^^gh. See Hamiitoo. 
Lennox, 326* fiat. aftSl hiveared by th^ .^ -^B^logoel wrested by the French oat 
qneeo, 11^.^ ?Appoin^ jjoveraor the hands uf tbe Eogltsb, L 101. They 

burghoattleji,ib. Hm tr&d is bnnied on, ooiueot to.restore it and its dependencies 
337. Demisable partiality in his fit-. to the French, 103. 
voor, 338.. Lennox aoqases him opeoly,. Bowes, enruy from queen EUxabetli, 
ib. Comes to bis iriel witb a great re- aecutesLmnoxofdisturbingthepeace,H. 
tinQe,339« Is acquitted by a jury, 330. 61. Is refused an audience, 63.' Is sent 
ThetrifdQoiversally oenaored,ib. Chab to eiioourage the conspirators at Ruth- 


lenges any that would ueousO him, 331. 
Several acts of parliament'pasaed in his 
favour, ib. He procures an act in favour 
of the Reforaalioo, 533. Prevails on se¬ 
veral of the nobles to reooramend him us 
a husband to the queen, 335. Seises tbe 
queen on a journey from Stirling, and 
carriea her to Dunbar, 338. HU view in 
this, ib. obtains a pardon under the great 
seal, ib. Procures a divorce from his 
wife, 339. Carries tbe queen to tbe castle 
of Edinbnrgb, 340. Is created Onke of 
Orkney, ib. And married to the queen, ib. 
Is not allowed the title of king, 341. He 
waLches tbe queen very closely, 343. 
Endeavours to get the prince into bis 
cuslody, ib. Is alarmed with an associa¬ 
tion of the nobles against the queen and 
him, 344. Carries tbe queen to tiie castle 
of Borlbwick, 345. Raises forces against 
the confederate lords, ib. He marches 
against them, 346. Proposes a single 
combat, 347. This how prevented, ib. 
Takes his last farewell of tbe queen, and 
is.forccd to fly, 348. Sends for a casket 
of letters from queen Mary to him, 351. 
They are intercepted by tbe earl of Mor¬ 
ton, 3153. His miserable fate, 363, 363. 
Reflections on his oondoct, ib. Copy of 
his divorce from lady Jane Gordon, Ap¬ 
pendix, in 346. 

Bbthwell, Francis Stuart, created earl 
of Bothwell, H. 160. Is imprisoned for 
consulting witches, 168. Escapes andat- 
teinpts to break into the king’s presence, 
ib. Retires to the .north, ib. He and 
hU adherents are attainted, 170.. FmU 
in an attempt to seise the king, ib. la 
taken under protection of queen Eltxa- 
hetb, who solioita for him, 173. Seizes 
tbe king’s person,. 174. Forces him to 
dismiss tbe chanoellor, and liU other lii-, 
voaritea, }b« And to gmt him a remis- ' 
sion, ib. His bold and inMlent bebavionr 
forward, 175. Is eneburaged by the 
£ivglUh^amba88ador,.178. Makes ano- 


veu, 76. To inqnire about king James’s 
correspondence with tbe pope, 303. 

Boyd, lord, his ambitious views in the 
time of king James IH. frustiuted, i.39. 

■' ■ is prevailed on to join the king’s 

parly against queen Mary, ii. 17. Joins 
the Ruthven conspirators, 74. 

Brienne, codot de, come> an ambaHsa- 
dor from France to wituess the baptism of 
king James VI. i. 313* 

Bruce, Robert, his claim to the crown 
of Scotland, i. 8. His grandson asserts 
bis right, and vindicates the honour of 
his country, 10. He attempts to reduce 
tbe power of tbo nobles, 37. 

—,aprie8t employed by the king of 
Spaiu to seduce the Scotch nobles, ii. 160. 

■ —, Mr. Robert, a presbyteriau mi¬ 
nister, performs tbe ceremony of the co¬ 
ronation of king James’s queen, ii. 166. 

— ■ —, Edward, abbot of Kiuloss, ac- 
qniU biinaelf whh address and reputa¬ 
tion, as ambassador at tbe court of Eng¬ 
land, iii. 300. 

- , Mr. Robert, a minister, his re¬ 
solution in refusing to publish tbe king’s 
aoDoont ofGowrie's conspiracy, iii. 218. 
Is deprived and banished on that ac¬ 
count, ib. 

Buchanan, George, his history of Scot¬ 
land, some account of,i. 4. Remarks on 
bis dialogue De Jure Regis, 150. Alone 
aoensea qusen Mary of a criminal corre- 
spoqdetioo with Riaio, 389. Approved of 
assassination. 397. Attends* tbe regent 
into England when called on to aoense 
queen Mary, 385.' VVas one of the pre- 
oeptofs of king Jaiuas VI., ii. Com¬ 
mended for his great genius, 344. 

Burleigh, . See Cecil., 

Borongbi, when first represented in 
paA lament, U. 

Cau, John, ideolaration of tfe in name 
of queen Blizabeth' to the lords of Grange, 
at Letbiogton, Appendix, ii. 394. 



CaillinCM, **rl oF, bia prirfut al the 
(rial <>l' Beibwell far Itw nardar ofDani- 
Itj, ii. 330. 

Oalrin, tba a«lroniM'»aitarerofpret- 

brtaritD e^ardk.gpatMeM, t. 

Candan, am* nb#bM of 314 . 

3.36. i 

Canonc^j near diaburgb, « parlia¬ 
ment h«IS,4iiBr#,',H. 1.5. , 

Cardan,abma aemat of bSm, i. m. 
Hit remarkable boa of tba biibop'of St. 
Anilrew’t, ib. ’ 

Care,T, Sir George, tent ambattador 
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ambifion, 7 1 . I, 
obflckcd bf Francii I, tba 

_^et,ltiW of Praace, makes a league 
witb qoMo misftbetbj ii. 2$ ® 

^atettejwalt, dokeof, that title oon- 
00 the earl of Ariin, regent of 
Swland, I. 10*. Hi. right of Lcea- 
‘V . ®f S«>fl*hd mainlaiued, 
IM. Enten a proteatatibri to saie hit 
nght, 13& Jaiua the reformara, in endea- 
tonnng to expel tba French army, 156. 
Joina in nasociation with them, 159 . U 
looked on as the head of the congrega¬ 
tion, 160. His porillanimity, 171. Be- 
raines obnoxious to queen Mary, 225. 
Deprired of his French pension, 249. la 


dram qoeen Elinbetb to enoonrage the 
coospiralort at Roth.an, ii. 76. 

-, Robert, tent by qaeen Elixabefb .. 

to toolha king James after the death of aloraed at the wf of‘l*nIiox’rretnm 
his mother, ii. 147. Is not permitted to to Scotland, 255. An accommodation 
enter Scotland, ib. Wat the first that brought abont by the queen’s influence, ib. 
brought king James Snleiligetioa of the AdberestoMurrayinoppoaingthequeen’s 
death of queen EliriAelli, 33b. marriage, 275. Is pardoned on hU bum- 

( u-kev of letlara from queen Maty In Me application, but forced to reside in 
Bothwcll, aeir«4 by the earl of Morton, i.. Fraiioe. 277. Hia nartii.n. . 

3o2. Her cneroian atail themseWes much Murray’s being adtancei to the regency, 
ofUem.ib. _ .... f'-elufos from Prance, and heada the 

__ Cassils, earl of, ] 0 ina the king s party, qneen’s adheiento, 402. le made her lien- 
lie 17, a . |[®“®Dt-general, ib. reKoInlion waver- 

Casteinau, the rrenob ambaMador, is ingp the regent commiU bim prisoner to 
etnplojied to proeve the conaeot of his tbe castle of Edinbargh, 403. Is set at li- 
conrl to qaeen Mary’s marriage with berty by Kirluldy, and joins the queen’s 
Barnieyp ia ii!60. He eiideaTours tomake partyp ii. 5. Is proclaimed traitor by 
up the dinerences between the queen and lieonox the new regentp 7. Is reconciled 
him, 30!S. His intercession on behalf of to Morton the regent. 30. Articles uf a 
queen Mary, ii. 10.5. between them, ib. Hie death, 4.5. 

Catherine of Medicis, asBomeB llie go- Chnrch of Scotland, levolatious. in it 
vernment after the death of Francis II. 
her aon, i. SOI. Her harsh treatment of 
queen Mary, ib. Her views in behaving 
mure friendly to her; S49. Bends her 
whole endeavours to destroy the I’rotes- 
tants, ii. 20. Her artfol oondaot with 
that view, ib. 

Cecil, his great capacity as a minister, 
i. 109 . 209* Is employed to negotiaie a 
peace with France, ih. Over-reaohea the 
French ambassador in the treaty uf Gdin- 
bnrgb, ib. A letter of bis cited to shew 
that queen Elizabeth had no intention to 
intercept queen Mary, in her retnrn to 
Scotian^, 216. Is appointed a commis¬ 
sioner to the conference al Westminster, 

395. Is sent by qqeen Elizabeth with 
proposals to qneen Mary, ii. 8. Has an 
interview'with her, which exoites queen ’ whence, 120. Those of-Scotland particu- 
EHzabeth's jealoQSr, 42. Is ’treated Jarly dissolute, ib. Their weak defence of 
harshly bt qQ«en Elisabeth for oonsenU their tenets. 121. Try in vain to impose 
ing to qaeen Mnry’s death, 146» ;AIidiniracleap ib. Their impolHic conduct 

_^ Sir Robert, son to the former, to the reformers, 137. 

heads the party against Essex, ih 221. 

’ His oharaoler, ib. His great assidutly, 

222. Enters into o^nt® correspon¬ 
dence witb king James, 227. 


after the anion of the crowns, ii. 242, 
243. See Assembly, Clergy. 

Gburch. lands annexed tb the crown by 
parliament, ii. lol* . 

dans, the instilntioii and nature of, 
. 22 . 

' Clergy, popish, their great riches nnU 
power, i. 54.115. Were made use of by 
king James V. to suppress the nubl«s,'d5. 
Made A'oonsiderabie body in parliaiDeot, 

116. Tbeir great inflneuoe over Ihe laity, 

117. They engrossed learning, ib. And 
held many of the uhiof employmeots, ib. 

118. Tbeir power increased by celibacy, 
ib. They seized the estates of the intestate, 
ib. And tried all matrimonial and testa¬ 
mentary oaoses, 119. Become obnoxious 
to the laity, ib. Their great corruptions. 


', reformed, try in vain to recover 
the revenues of the church, t. 205, 206. 
Procure a demoUtioo of all relics of po- 

«... -__ P®*"!* ^ regolaUoii conoeniing 

Celibaov of^o popisb clergy, a chief their revenues, 206. 209. They are no 
engine of their policy, 1.118.141. guner, by it, 230. Their .tipend", what 

. Cfaarlea V., emperor, hia great power, in those daje, ib. Are offiended at theme- 



IM1>EX. 


Aention of thdr Uadtn, S46. Ooguion 
• tnmnlt unoDg the pMpla, More 
oompUioU of their paTeity, C$6. 316. 
Are jeeloei of. qeeen Wvj, SIT. The 
amtU •llamooea appointed to aopport 
Oen’ ail, tb. Their application, for ^y- 
Doif irf their (tipende, of little eSeot, 36$. 
Freah oqmplainte of the dpBeienoy of the 
flinda for their maintenanoe, Aid. - Are 
pot off with Mr worda and promiaea, ib. 
Arohhiahupa, 6co. inlrodooad among them 
by Morton, ii. S3. Their grioTaoofep nn- 
dor hie adMniatntion, M. They approre'. 
of the Bntbven cona^ratora, By ft- 
Tonring' them they proToke the king, 86. 
Sererelawa made againat them, 89. They 
of Edinburgh 0j into England, 90. Aa do 
aeveral oihera that ware moat eminent, ib. 
More Tigoronamoaaniea.againattbem.SS. 
They obtain no fedrecitoa the rsatoration 
of the exiled lorda, 113. Repretent their 
grieranoea to parliament, 149. A main¬ 
tenance provided for them by paiiiament, 
151. They prevail th get preahyterian 
government ealahliab^ by law» .169. 
Their xeal againat the ptqiiah lorda, 175. 
184. Their raah proceedinga, 186. They 
erect a etanding oonneil of the obnroh, ib. 
Vinduiata one of their number who de¬ 
clined the civil joriadietioh, 188. Their 
atanding eonncil ordered to leave Edin- 
hurgb, 189. Thia occaaiooa a violent tn¬ 
mnlt there, 190,191. They nae their at* 
moat efforta to anirit the people, 193. 
Are deaerted, and 3y to En^aad; ib. 
Thar power greatly reduced, 194. Are 
prevailed on to give up many of their pri- 
vilegee, 195. Are reatorfd to a aett in 
parliament, 197. Thia violently oppoaed 
by many of them, 198. Bet carried in tlieir 
general aaaembiy, 199. Thoae entitled to 
thia privilege are laid under many regnla- 
riona' and reatricUoaa, C04. They am 
' bnmght under great gabjection, ib. The 
revolntiona among the^ aince thp union 
of the OTowna, CIS, C43. 

Clinton, laid, appointed a eommisaioner 
at the eonferenee at Weetminater, i. 395. 

Cockbnm, ofOrmiatoni receivea qaup- 
ply of money from ^ ^gliahto tbecop- 
gcegdtiihi, L 173. la intercepted and rob¬ 
bed of It, ib. 

Coin in Scotland^ acme aoconnt of, i. 
168. ii. 44. , ' 

Commiaaariaa appidntod (o try cauaaa 
■njdaceoflhea^ritaaldnnatii.liW. They 
are deprived of pit antboraty, 317. 

Coofeaaioo Of fallh bp the refocmera 
nonaeated to by parlhuienl, i. 195. 

CoaCTegatiou, the pjraleaianta diatio- 
gniahM by that ni^, i. 143. Their load- 
era enter into aa aaaooiitioiv ib.; Are in- 
Tplv^iiidifieidtiee,!?!. Appiy'toqaera 
]Elid|belb (hr acwMenee, I7f. Money rent 
then by 1^ iplfi^cd, 173. Bfike 4 


raah and deaperata attempt on Leith, and 
are repnlaed, ib. Are no leaa nnfortnnate 
in a aaoond afcinniah, ib. Are quite di- 
apirited, and retreat to Stirling, 174. Are 
Joined by tho body of the noblia, ib. 
Their pnay dwipdlea away, 176. Are ani^ 
mated by Kuox, ib. They apply again to 
qeeen riixabetb, ib. Their parties harass 
me ProicM 181. Are aaeisted by a fleet 
fromiBimlm, 183.. Conolade »treaty at 
Berwick tsltfa the dnka of Narfoifc, ib. 
The de^gn end anbstance of this treaty, 
183. Nogotiate a peace with Fnttoe, 189. 
Articles of the treaty, 190, 191. They ' 
reap advanlagaa from it, 193. See Re¬ 
formation. 

Covenant, nadonal, framed in defence 
of the king and goveroment, ii. 1.57. The 
nature and reasonableness of it, ib. The 
progress of it since, 158. 

Courtesy of Sootlend, wbat, i, 130. 

. Craig, a minister, boldly teslifles against 
queen Mary's marriage with Bothwell, 
i. 341. 

Crawford, oaptain, of Jordan Hill, snr- 
prisea Dumbarton Castle, ii. 13. The dif- 
fienlties of that enterprise, IS. 

-, earl of, one ofthe beads of the 

Spanish faction, ii. 155.160. Offers bis 
-service to the king of Spain, 160. Joins 
in rebellion against the king, 163. Is 
forced to submit to him, ib. And impri¬ 
soned a short time, ib. 

Crichton, regent daring the minority of 
king James II., bis barbarous policy, i.43, 

- , a Jeanit, a plot against queen 

Elizabeth discovered by his means, ii. 96. 

Criminals, a remarkable iostanee of tbo 
difficulty of bringing them to jnstiee, i. 17, 

Croc, Do, the Praioh ambassador, re- 
ihaed to coaolenonce qneen Mary's mar¬ 
riage with Boibwell, i. 341. Attempts in 
vain a reoonciliation between the qneen 
and tbe confederate lords, 346. Medi¬ 
ates a tmee between tbe king and queen’s 
party in Scotland, ii. 37. 

Crown matrimonial M Scotland, rights 
omiveyed by the grant of, i. ISO. Is 
granM by parliament to the dauphin of 
France, 133. Depntiea appointed to 
carry it, but are prevented, 134. Is de- 
manddl by Damley, 386. 

Cuuningbaih, Robert, appears at the 
-feial of Bothwell in name of the earl of 
Lasnout L 339.- Deawnda a delay, which 
is refnsed, 330. 

Curie, oqe of quaoa Mary’s seuiutaries, 
is apisud, and oarried prisoner Jo lamdon, 
it. 133. la pruduosd an evidence against 
hat, 188. 


Dab(!l«t, 94% Iflid, proposed aa n 
huahtud to qnaeu (inrj.i- SAt. His right 
of sncooariou eonaidared, ib. 353. Is per¬ 
mitted to visit (i|c court of Scotland, 358. 
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ArriTn ibere, and qoiokl; ^ni the 
qaceo’s heart. 259. Hie obarioter, 361. 
DitgeeU eaeeral of the noblee, parlicu- 
larly Monay, ib. Cqltieatu rfamfliaritj 
vllfa David Riaio^ ib. Ic deipieed on that’ 
aceoant, 863. .Graweiatolanbiyiiualent 
and bahgbty, 868. Bahemet to aesaMinate 
Murray, ?r0. A plot to aeiae aod eond 
liim to Euglandj proventod 1^ the queen, 
ib. EvidoMoeof Ibii, 871. Mio marriage 
with the queen eelebrated, 878. la bo- 
aoared aritb the title of king of Seotland, 
ib. la implaeabie with reipeot to the' 
exiled miblea, 880. Loaea the qneen'a 
offeetian by hie qntoward hehavbur, 885J 
Demanda the crown matrimonial, 886. 
Becomea anepieioua of Riaio’a ill ulfioea 
with the queen, ib. Hia reaolutipn to be 
avenged of him eneoaraged by the noblea, 
888. Artioiea agreed on between them for 
that pnrpoae, 889. Heada the conapira- 
tora who perpelrate the murder, 890. 
Confinea the queen afler it is eummilted, 
891. Prohibits tbe meeting of die parlia¬ 
ment, ib. Makes hia escape with the 
queen, 898. Her hatred to him increases, 
^8. Is neglected by her, aod treated 
with litUe respect by the npblea, 308. 
Resolves tn leave Scotland, 304. Ilia 
Wayward end eaprioiona heliavioor, ib. 
He writes the reasons of bis conduct to 
the queeo, 303. His strange behaviour at 
tbe baptism uf the prince, 313. A false 
reaaou alleged for this confuted, 314. Re¬ 
tires to his lather at GJasgow, 316.' Falls 
sick there, 318, Conjectnrea concerning 
bis distpmper, ib. Is neglected by the 
queen, 319. Sbe afterward visits and 
oxpresaea aSeetion fur him, 380. He is 
prevailed on by her.to come to' Edin¬ 
burgh, 381. la lodged in a separate house, 
ib. He is murdered lliere, 383. His cha¬ 
racter, ib. A proclamation issued for dis¬ 
covering the murderers, 384. A remiss 
inquiry made into it, 385. Cept. Black- 
adder aod three others executed on that 
account, SSI. Tbe confession of Morion, 
the regent, at his death, concerning the 
murder, ii. 68. A dissertation concerning 
his murder, 849. Paper of objections of 
tbe oonrt of England against his marriage 
with queen Mary, Appendix, 385. 

David I. king of Scotland, bis profu- 
sioD to the ohnrch. i. 115. 

-- II. tronbles daring his mino¬ 
rity, i. IT. 

DavisuB, aenl intu Scotland ^ qneen 
Elisaboth.aa a spy on tbe Froneb ambas¬ 
sador, ii. 79. Is seat to gun Arran's in¬ 
terest to qneen Blixabeth, 93. TbiS be 
•oou aooomplhbea, iWBrings tbe war¬ 
rant for queen Mary’aSith at qnaau Eli- 
aabetb’i desire, 137. Is charged bT 
with disobeying her orders, 145. Is 
imprisooed, tried, and fined, and loses all 


favour, 146. Objections agnbist him in 
the cause of the late Scottish queen, Ap¬ 
pendix, 443. 

Dense, Mens, is jmnt with a supply 
, of foreus to assist the French against Ibn 
English ip Sootlnjid, i. 161, His saocess 
{here, ib. ^ ■ 

Disoipline in the cfanrob, the first book 
of, _ composed, I. 80S. 'Why objected 
against in n convention of the states, ib. 
Anolber attempt in favour of obnroh dis- 
eipliae frustrated, ii. 70. 

* Douglas, tbe power and property of 
that family, i. 88. They aspire to inde- 
pendeecy, 89. William,ea8l of, mordered 
by king James Ii., 48. His ton endea- 
vonra to raaent it, 43. la forced to fiy 
into England, ib. 

_-, William, qneen Mary coin- 

mitiad a prisoner to bis oastle of Loeh- 
taven, i. 351. 

— ■' ' George, bretiicr to the above, 
assists Uie queen in making her escape, 
i. 366,367.- 

——Arobibald, one of Dernley’s 
merderera, ii. 115. Undergoes a meek 
trial for that crime, aed it aoqaitted, 116, 
It tent ambattader to England, ib. Let¬ 
ter from him to tbe qneen of Scola, Ap¬ 
pendix, 488., To the king, 489. 

Drnry, Sir William, enters Scotlaad 
with an army to support tbe king’s party, 
iii 5. They join him, and drive off the 
qeeen’s, ib. He proentea a truce between 
the king aod qacen’t partiee, 87. Cornea 
with foroea to assist Merlon in besieging 
the esstle of Edinbnrgh, 40. Which is 
forced to surrender, ib. 

——, Sir Drue, is appointed one of 
qneen Mary's keepers, ii. 98- 

Dudley, lord Robert, reoommended by 
qeeen Elizabeth as a liasbtad to qneea 
Mary, i. 349. Wby a favoarite of qneea 
Elizabeth’s, 850. Is highly promol^ by 
ber, ill. His situatiou c'llremeiy delicste, 
851- Becomes suspicions of Cecil, 8.58. 

. Dambarton castle, surprised and taken 
in tbe king’s name bv tbe regent,' ii. 18 
—14. 

Dury, u minister of Edinburgh, ba-. 
iiished from bis charge by king James for 
hia free iDVeelives against tbe ounrtiers, 
ii. 78. After being restored, be iadriVen 
horn it a aeoend time, for approving tbe 
Raid of Ratbveu, 66. 

EniNdvBo a, is taken and burnt by tbe 
Engliab,!. 88. A greatfttiy there between 
tbe Fnndi and Scots, 105. la seized by 
tbe reformers, 151. Its inhzbitzata ere 
tmrribly zitrmed by the French, ITS. A 
treaty there with tbe French and Eng¬ 
lish, 189, 190. A loan demanded of it 
by queen Mary, 878. 'Whioli is.graeled 
for the anperioritj ofLoitb.ib. Tbe treaty 
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of, iiuioted on bj queen Eliuabalb, S14> vootilei, S50. Diafemblen witli qoeen 
1* poraeued bj the qneen’e port;, ii, 3. , Mor; about her niarria((e, S51. And 
And fortified b; tfaen, 15. The cit^ and likewise with rej;ard to lord l}arnle;,!54. 
castle bold out against the kin|fs forces, Affronts queen Mar; b; her insiooafion 
65. Are reduced to great straile b; ia> ^ooncerning. licnoox, ..ib. Is perpieaod 
mine, *6., Are reliered b; a truce, ib.. about tbe marriage (rfibo Spottisb queen, 
The oiticoDs take up arms to promote tlje 'KT, *58, Permits Dornle; to rieit the 
king’s marriage, 163. The; rise .again, oonrt of Sdolland, 258. Affects lo deelare 
and insult the king and bis ministers on agsinst queen Mar;’e marriage to him, 
the murder of the earl of Murra;, 168. 263. Her reasons for this oonduot, 264. 
.Assist the king against HnutI;, 178. A Her great dissimnlation in that affair, 269. 
•iolont tumult there on aocoant of the Her harsh and' deceitful bebaviobr tb 
clerg;, 189. 191. The; are seTerelrpn* Murra; and bis associates, who had fled 
nished for it b; tbe king, 192.194. Tlieir to her, 276. Is elrnck at bearing of the 
ministers return^to iheu' charges, 196. birth of Jameq'VI.,301. Consents to stand 
Dirided into parishes, and nombef of mU godmother to him, 302. Tbe parliament 
nistera increased, ib. Tbe; decline pub- address her to settle the snooession, 307. 
lishing tbe acconnt of Cowrie’s conapi- This greatl; embarnsses her, 308. She 
racj, 218. Ail eaoept one, who is ba. soothes and gains her parliament, 310. 
nished, are persuaded b; the king to do Endearoars to accommodate her differ- 
it, ib. eoeea with Mar;, 315. Writes to her to 

Edward I. of England, destro;ed the dole; tbe trial of Damle;’e mnrdetere, 
pnblioatebireaorSootUnd,i, 3. Is made 329. interpnaeeinherbehalfwbenapri- 
nmpire between Brnoe and Balioi, 8. Has soner, 353. Her nmbasindor is refused 
art to acquire the enperiorit; of Sootlend, aooese to queen Mar;, 355. She offere 
9. Hie wars with tbe Soots under Robert assistance to the other nobles, ib. Her 
Bmoe, 10.37. deiibOretioos concerning the dispoeel of 

Eglintoa, earl of, is prevailed on to qoeen Mar; on ber arrival in England, 
join the king’s part;, ii. 17. 374. Resolves to detain her there, 37.5. 

Elinabetb, her peaceable .ecoession to Her motives to this oondeot, ib. Sends 
the crown of Englsnd, i. 134. Sopports her letters of condolence, sod gives or* 
the conpegation in _ Scotland, 17*. Is ders to watch liar conduct, 376. She 
sparing in her sepplies, ib. Resolves to, gledl; accepts the office ofumpire between 
support them on a second eppliontion, her nod ber sabjcets, 377. Reoeivee a 
177. Her good conduct in matters of im- very pressing letter, from qoeen Mar;, 
pnrtnnra, ih. Motives Ibnl determined her 380. Her preoantions against her, 381. 
to assist them, ib. 178, 179. Her deli- Appoints commissioners to hear queen 
berate and reeolate oonduot, 182. Sends Mary and ber ecousers. 386. Her im- 
a strong fleet to their essietsiice, ib. Con- portent eitnation on that oocasion, ib. 
e/ades a treat; with them, ib. 183. Her Her views in thin affair, 387. Reoeivea 
right la the crown of Bngltud asserted b; the regent’s demands, 391. Removes the 
Francis and Mar; in France, 190. Ob- conferenoe lo Weatminster, 392. Her 
tains advantageons terms for the Scots, mean artifloes lo get tbe evidence of 
ib. la solicited b; the parliament of Scot- queen Mary’s guilt from tbe regent, "398. 
land to marry the earl of Arrau, 199. TreuU her'with great rigour, 399. Writes 
This she declines, 200. The seeds of her a harsh letter lo qoeen Mary, ib. She 
disoonteot with queen Mary, 208. Her dismisses tijfb'egant without approving 
jealous; of _ the socceasion, 210. 212. or condemning him, 400. But secretly 
Her excessive vanity, tad jeulaue; of eupportt his party, 401. Makes propo- 
Mary’e beauty, 213. Her dieeimnlation kale to the regeel ill her favour, 404. Nor¬ 
te her, 214. Refuses her a safe eooduct, folk’s project conoeeled from ber, 407. 
ib. Evidences that she bed no ioteotion to Discqyers end defeats a rebellion in 
molest Mar; in her pesaage to Scotland, qneen Mnry’a fevoor, 412. Reaolves to 
215. Sends to eongrelulete her oivivel in deliver ber up lo the rogent, 414, Her 
Scotland,^!. Refosetueonoeisioa qitde grqat ooDoern at his death, ii. 1. Conti- 
by queen Mary, ib. Hbr jetloue; of ber nnes to eaeonrege feelioae to SUotland, 
right betrayed her idta nteanuetioiM, 222. *■ Her politieil conduct with regard to 
Her resemblom» to VJI., ih. A Imnnox, 5—7. le excommunioated, and 

personal lulerriew witli qneen Mar; pro- deprived of her kiogdem, &o. by the 
^laed, 239. She artfall; deolioes it, 240. pope, 6. Sqpporte the king’s part; in 
He[ views in regard to queen Mery’s'Scotland, eodnemea Lienno^ to be regent, 
inarrja^, 243. 'Auumei a disagreeuhle 7, Propoeea a treaty of aocominodation 
authority, 244. Nomes ooe for a bus- between queeo Mery and her eohjects, 
band t^ qneen Mary, The differ- 8. Proenree a oeesation iff boetilitiee, ib. 
cut qanuaeBtieas of ber mioUtera and fa- Senda propoials to queen Mgry, ib. Her 
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utifioei in the eonduct of thi( affiiir, 9.. 9f6. Receives umbasseders from king 
Appoints oommissionere to frame a treatj, James with regard, and inoreasoa bis 
10. Finds a pretence to render their meet- sabsidy, ib. Her last illness, 239. Con¬ 
ing frnitless, 11. A marriage proposed jeotures concerning the causes of her me- 
bettreen ber and tbe duke of Anjon, 20. lancliol;, 230,231. Het'dea'.h, 232. And 
Declares opeiil; against the qneen’s part;, character, ib. Declared tbe king of Scots 
24. Conolndea a treat; with France, 26.' her successor, 234. Some of ber letters. 
Her molires for negotiating a peace be- Appendix,318.338. 346, 347. 363. 368. 
tween tbe two parUea in Scotland, 36. Is 374. 376.379. 390. 
jealoos of OeoU's-interview with queen ElphinBtott,seoretar;tu.king James VI. 
Mar;, 42. Negotiates a treat; between deceives' him into a correspondence with 
Morton and his adversaries^ 54. Her an- the pope, ii. 202. Is tried and found gnil- 
Bwer to king James’s demand of a pos- t;of high treason,203. And pardoned on 
session of an estate in England, 55. A the qneen's intercession, ib. 
marriage between ber and the duke of England, tbe English seize and detain 
Alenpon proposed, 57. Interposes in be- king James 1. of Scotland long a prisoner, 
half of Morton, 61. Her measures in order i. 28, 'Fhe nobles there hombled, 31. Had 
to save him, 63, 64. Gonntenanoea tbe earl; two hnnses of parliament, 65. Tbe; 
conspirators at ttnthven, 76. Is alarmed invade Scotland, 87. Their depredations 
at a oonspiiac; against her, 92. The de- there, 88. A peace between England, 
signs of qqeen Mnr;'B adherents against France, and Scotland, 9t). Invade Stnl- 
ber,'92. Eodeavonrs to recover her into- land again. 96. Gain a great victor;, 97. 
rest in Scotland, and gaina Arran to ber It proves of little advantage to them, 99. 
interest, 93. Amnaes queen Mar; with a The; force the Scots into a closer union 
frnitless negotiation, 95. A new oonspi- with France, 100. Conclude a pence, 103. 
rao; against her, 96. An association An English fleet arrives in Scotland to as- 
formed for her defence, 97. Her anspi- sist the Congregation, 181. A peace non- 
cions of queen Mar;; ib. Her life endan- eluded between them, 183. The; enter 
gered b; a oonspirao;', 102. This bow Scotland, and besiege the French in 
discovered and prevented, 103. Ocoa- Leith, ib. Are several times repulsed, 185. 
sions an extraordinar; statnto for her pro- Causes of their bad success, ib. Articles 
serration, ib. Is in a dangerons situation of a treat; of peace, 191. 'lire; quit Scot- 
from the progress of the hoi; lesgne, 106. dlend, 192. ReOcolions on the right of soc- 
Endeavours to form a oonfederao; of the cession to their crown, 210—212. Tbe 
Protestant princes, 108. And to proceed parliament favonrs queen Mar;’s right of 
with rigonr against queen Mar;, ih. Ad- succession, 307. A leagoe between Eng- 
vances her interest in Scotland, and pro-. land and France, ii. 26. Between England 
poses a league with it, 109. Settles a and Scotland, 114. The national covenant 
pension npon king James, 110. Concludes adopted in Engfsnd, 1.58. 
a treat; with Scotland, 114. Account of EnlaiU.wilbwbalviewhitroducod.i.ia. 
Babington’s ooiispirac; against her, 116 Episcopal govermneal in Iho cbnrcli, 

_119. Her dissimnlalion 'after queen some account of it, i. 202. An attempt to 

Mar;’a oonvietion, 131. Her answer to revive it, ii. 33. It is aboUshod b; the as¬ 
king James’s interoession for her, 134. sembl;, 71. Jurisdiction abolished, 169. 
Her farther diasimalation and anriet;. See Archbishops. 

136. Signs the warrant for her execution, Errol, enrl of, one of tlie heads of the 

137. Her speech to Devisoifqn that oo- Spanish faolion, ii. 156. His offers ofser- 
caaioD, ib. Affects to lament qneen Mar;’s vice to tbe king of Spain, 160. Appears 
death, 145. Several marks of her artifloe in rebellion, 162._Ie forced to anbmit to 
in that aflkir, 146. She endeaweurs to the king, ib. Imprisoned for a abort time, 
soothe king Jemes, 147. ProvooBlions ib. Joins in another oonspirao;, 171. Is 
given b; her to Spain, 154. Prepnrqp to summoned b; the king to anrrender, 172. 
meet its resentment,. 155. .Endoevonrs to Offers to submit to a trill, 176. Sentence 
secure Scotland, 156. Tries to prevent pronounced ngiinst him, ib. 

king James’s marriage, 163. Solioita him Srskine of Don, is emplo;ed b; the 
to treat oonspiratora against him with ri- qneen-regent to deceive the PrntesUnta, 
gonr, 17i. Evades the deoision of king i. 143. Hie resentment of tins os^e, 144. 

James's right of snooesiion to Uie orotvn- , lord,, governor of Ediaburgh- 

of England, 200. la disgusted at aevaral cattle, lots a neutral part between the 
of his proceedings, 201. Dlsoovers bia qneep-regentandthocoiigregaiion.i.l/o. 
oorrespoadenoe with the pope, ib. Fresh Receives the qnoeo-rogert into the castle, 
grounds of ber aaapioioii,^21. Hereon- 184. Is creeled garl of Mar, 237. See 
doot with regard to the earl of Essex, Mar. , , .u uur a: 

222.225. Her irresolntion conoeroing his ———. Alexander, lies the chief ui- 
dcatb, ib. And great concern after it, reelioiioftheeducalioaofhingJsmosVl., 
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!1.47. Atehi lOBn of the dsMm to miko Niwee, the oencqaciiBoo of the aob* 
oomploiote to him igaiost Mortoo the ro- TorBioii of the feodel goverhaent there, 
goot, 40. li toned oot of Slirliog^oaaUe •• 6S. A body of French orriTO in Soot* 
b; hio aeghew, the earl of Utr, 5<. load to the Calholioa, 9-}. Tbef 

Baaerd, the Fbenob enroy, endearoaiO' reduce the caatle of St. Andrew’a, 95. An- 
toobotltot a treaty between England and other party of them yrrive there, lOt. 
SooUand, E. 114. Their traaeaetiona there, ib; Conclude a 

BeaM,' earl of, aet op by the Eogliafa pOMe with B^and, tOS. Their politio 
Fapiata aa a candidate for the erowo, if, oobdnot, ib. »ey leave Scotland, 104. 
181. Heada a party in Bngland, 211. Hia Their prtifioea in a treaty of marriage be- 
cAaraeter, ib. la greatly diatingniahed by tween the danpbin and the qneen of Soota, 
theqneep.ib. Favoon tbe fcing of Soota,' 128,1^9. Ibe Proleatanta endeavoor to 
222. Obtaina tbe officea of Iord4ieatenant eapel tbe French out of Scotland, 156. 
and aommander.ia-ohief in Ireland, Ib.'la. Another, p^y of tbem errive there, and 
onancoeeafal in that eapedition, ih. Re- fortify lantb, 162. They exaaperate tbe 
ceiTee a harah letter from tbe qneen, ib. people by their inaolence, ib. They are 
Rctnma to England, and in confined, 223. aent agaioat tbe'Congre|^tion, ISO. They 
la tried and obnanr^, ib. Endeavaura to deatroy and plunder Fife, and are tnnoh 
apirit up king dhmea, ib. Hia raab and baraaa^ by partiaa of tbe Congregation, ’ 
frantic conduct, 224. la again taken into 181. Are greatly alarmed by the arrival 
onatody, 225. Hia death, ib. Hia uon and of the Engliab Beet, 182. They return to 
aaaoeiatea are reatored to their hononra X<eith, greatly haraaaed and exhanated, ib. 
after the aceeaaion of king Jamea, 226. Are beaieged there by the Engliab aad tbe 
Europe, the atate of, at the beginning Congregation, 184. They gain aeveral ad* 
oftheaixteenthoentnry, i. 68. vantagea, 185. Their motivea for con* 

Exoommunieation, a terrible engine of eluding a peace, 188. Negotiationa for 
the Popiah clergy, i. 119. - that purpoae, 189. Articlea of the treaty, 

' 190,191. They leave Scotland, 192. The 

Feltow, an Engliahman, fixea the *Freneh adviee qoeen Mary to node- 
popa'a excommnnieallon of qneen Elixa* rate measurea, 206. Tbeir prcpoaala by 
betbontbegateaof thebiabopofliondoo’a an ambaaaador rejected, 207. They agree 
palace, ii. 6. to queen Mary'a marriage with lord Darn- 

Fenelon, M. de la Motto, aent by thd* ley, 260. Tbe lioentiouaneea of tbeir mo* 
French king to interpoae for fcing Jamea rala, 321. 

when confiaed by tbe Botbven oonapira- -, kli® of, a copy of liia direc- 

tora, ii. 79. la forced to return without tiona aent to Seotl&nd, Appendix, ii. 404. 
uneoeaa, ib. Francia I. pvea a check to the ambi- 

Feodal government, ita origin and aria* tiona projecta of Cbarlea V., i. 71. Hia 
tocratioal genina, i. 12,13. Caoaea which fidelity to the Soota, 90. Hia death, 94. 

limited the power of feudalmenarcha, 14. - II., cornea to tbe cnmn of 

Feudal vaaaala liable to few tagea, ib. A Franoe, i. 1.48. Hia character, ib. la 
remarkable inaMnce of the feebleneaa of guided by the duke of Goiae and cardinal 
feudal government, 17. The moat perfect of LorrBin,200. He treatatbcProteatanta 
idea of tbe feadal ayatemi how attained, with great rigour, 188. Hia death, 200. 
35. State of it in England, 64. And in 

Scotland, 62—66. Girmnns, Doctor and Gilbert, their 

Fife, a populooa and powerful oonnty, nation oondbrning the lawfalnean of kill* 
much devoted to theCongregation. I. IM. iog beretioxi excommunicated prinoea, ii. 
ladeatroyedand.plnndei^by the^enoh, 116. They join in a conapiracy to kill 
ib. The ayned of, excommonicatea the qneen Eliaabetb, ib. Gilbert, being goio- 
ordibiahcp of St. Andrew’a for oontoma- ed by Walaingbam,betraya bia Baaociatea, 
cy, ii. 113. They excomtaunicate the Po- 118.' la employed to carry on a foreign 
pi^ lorda, 175. - cerreapondenoe with queen Mary, 120. 

Flowden, tbe batSo of, i. 60. ■ Glamia, lady, in eoudemiied to be burnt 

Forbea, lord,’with Ijie earl of Argyle, ia for witchcraft, i. 55. 

aent againat the Pi^iidi lorda, ii.t80. Ate -, lord*ohaneellor, iotimatea the 

defeated by them, ib. Ung’a order to Morton to aurrender the 

Foidno, John de, hia biatory of Soot* icgency, ii, 49. la killed in a rencounter 
land, when wrote.!.4. at StirUog, 51. 

Forater, Sir JcAo, warden of the Eiig.* ' —‘—, the tutor of, joina the conapi- 
Ufh border, a acnlle between him a^ ratoraofBathven,ii.74. Hia bold apeech 
the Soota, ii. 110. U> king Jameat 75. He, with tbe other 

.■Fotberingny*oaatle, quemi Mary'a igi* oonapiratora, aeiae the caatle of Stirling, 
ptiaeaBanl, trial, and death there, ii. 122 and erect their atandard, 88. He ia at* 
—143. tainted, and hia eatate forfeited, 94. 
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GliigoWi bi»hop of, a nota of hit ooo- 
oeroiog tbe qoeen of Sootlaad’i doitr;. 
Appendix, ii, 398. 

Glenmiro, earl of, joioa the Rathren 
oonspinitora, ii. 74. 

, Glanlirat, the battle of, ii. ISO. . 

'Gordon, Sir John, a Bonffle in the itreeti 
of Edinburgh between, him and lordOgil.^ 
e^,i.SS4. Being oenfined for it, be makea 
bu escapo,ib* When ordered bj tbe qoeen 
to enrrender Inmaelf, he takes op arms 
.againat her, 93.5, S36. Is defeated, and, 
together with bit brother, made prisoner, 
238. Ho is beheaded, and hit brother par¬ 
doned, ib. 

——, lord, set at liberty, i. 273a 

-, Sir Adam, exerts himself fi»r 

the queen’s interest in the north, ii. 25. 
His oharaoter and good conduct as a sol¬ 
dier, 27. 

Gowrie, earl of, jolna in a conspiracy 
to seine the king at Butbren, ii. 74. It 
▼isited and pardoned by the king after hit 
escape, 82 . Becomes suspected, end is 
ordered for France, 87. Delays bis voy¬ 
age, and is taken into coatody, 88. He it 
tried and executed, ib. 

-, John and Alexander, sons of 

the above, their character and oonspiracy, 
ii. 205. The surprising oircumstsnces of 
that remarkable transaction, 206—210. 
Several different conjectures concerning 
it, 210—219. Their dead bodies brought 
into parliament and condemned, 219. 
Their estates and honours forfeited, and 
name abolished for ever, ib. Oifierent ae- 
oonnts of this afiair pnblished, but not sa- 
tisfaotoby, 219—221.—See Rnthven. 

Graham, Sir David, of Finiray, aoonaed 
of a conspiracy with the Popish lords, in 
favour of Spain, ii. 171. Is convicted and 
beheaded, 172. 

Gray, master of, some account of him, 
ii. 98. He becomes a favourite of lung 
James VI., 99. Is gained to queen Elisa¬ 
beth’s interest, ib. Betrays queen Mary, 
ib. Persnades king James to #Hte a harsh 
and nndutifol letter to her, 105. Joins 
with others in promoting queen Elisabeth’s 
interest in Scotland, 111. His treachery 
when sent to intaroede for qaeen Hsry, 
136. His baseness discovered, be is dis¬ 
graced, 148. Acts in Italy as a spy from 
the court of England, 201. A memorial of 
his for bis majesty. Appendix, 431. To 
the secretary of state, 435. 

Guise, duke of, his violent counsels 
with regwrd to the Soots, i. 157. Is mur¬ 
dered at the siege of OrlcanB^242, 

-, his inlrignes against queen Eli- 

K^eth, ii. 92. la a principal promoter of 
the holy league, 107. 154. Drives the 
French king uni of bis oapital, ib. 

HapsiNaTouN, seixed und fortifisd by 


Ae English, i. 100. Is reliersd by the 
French, 101. 

Hamilton, tbe rise of that fhmUy, i, 29. 
Arbitrary proceedings of Horton tbs re¬ 
gent against it, ii. .56. Sea cUtelberanll. 

■ ——of Batbwellbangb, taken pri¬ 
soner St the batOs of Langside, i. 381. Is 
tried and condemned for rebellion, ib. 
Obtains a.psrdott from Merray tbe regent, 
by the intercession of Kuox, ib.. An ae- 
eonnt of bis murdering Hurray, 415,416. 
Makes bis escape, 416. Is Ureeeiv^ in 
triumph at Hamilton, ii, 1, 

, Mr. Patrick, the Brst who 
suffered in Scotland for the Frotastant 
rdligion, i. 135. 

Hatton, vios-ohamberlain of England, 
the argument by which he prevaiM wi 
qneen Mary to plegd 'at her trial, ii. 
125. 

Henry II. of Prance, tends forces to 
assist the Soots, i. 94. A marriage pro¬ 
posed between bis son the Dauphin and 
tbe young qneen of Scots, 100, 101. Ex¬ 
cites the Scots to invade England, 125. 
His iniamous imposition on quean Mary 
in the treaty of raantiage, 129. Persuades 
his son and qoeen Mary to sssume the 
titles of king and qoeen of England, 139. 
His death. 157. 

. — HI. degenerates greatly on bis 
aeoesaion to tbe crown of France, ii. t06. 
Enters into a private negotiation with 
queen Eliubeth, 108. Interposes feebly 
in behalf of qneen Mary, 132. 

-VIII. uf England, by his system 

Of reformation becomes formidable both to 
Papists and Frotestanta, i. 56. Proposea 
an interview with king James V., 57. Is 
disappointed by him, and declares war 
against Scotland, 58. Invades it, bat is 
forced to retreat, ib. 59. Hia importance 
aa to the balance of power in Enrop^ 72. 
HU inBnenee in Scotland bow obtainad, 
74. His schemes with regard to it on the 
deatii of James V., 79. \Ver» ill oonduot- 
ed by bimaelf, and udioua to the Scots, ib. 
Hia troaoberooa aeiauro of Scots ships 
that look the!ter in his purls, 8t. Al- 
tempia to gain the regent by great pr^ 
mites, 83. Invades Scotland, 67. ThU 
being ill-condnoted tarns to no account, 
88. Receives and rewards tbe earl of 
licnnox, 89. Eoconrages tbe marderera of 
oardiaal Beatoan, 93, Hia death and oha- 
raeter, 94. Hia inoonaUtant oondut, 138. 
Excloded the Scotch line by hia teata- 
mcnt, ib. 

Herries, lord, jolna Cbalelberaalt in np- 
poaing tho regent, i. 403. Cornea to a 
treaty with him, lb. Ha and the duke are 
committed prisooers to the castle of Edin¬ 
burgh,* 404. Intimates the king’s order to 
Morton to resign the roganey. ii. 49. he- 
const of bin bobavionr in parliament, Ap- 



^eodix, 367'* A letter from him to loA 
Soroop aiad Sir F. Knollie, 371. 

Hertford, earl of, invades Scotland with 
an English array, i. 07. losiraotioa^ of 
the privjcooBoU to, 88,89. darns Edin- 
borgii aad Leith, 88. Is made dnfce of 
Somerset, and protector of England, 96. 
See Someinet. 

Hickford, seoretarj to the dake of Nor¬ 
folk, betrays him by disooreriog bis in- 
trigaea with qaeen Mary, ii* 99. 

Highlands and Isles, as attempt to ci> 
vlUee them by king James VI., ii. 226. 
Ragnlatiosa for that psrpose, ib. Three 
towns endued with the privileges of royal 
boronghs ordered to be built there, ib. 

Hodgson, a priest of Rheiins, main- 
tained the iawfolness of killing heretibal 
eKcommonicated prinoes, ii. 116. 

Home, Alexander, lord, thwarts the- 
roeasores of the doke of Albany, regent, i* 
29. 

—, lord, aeut by king James VI.* 
with a secret embassy to the pope, ii. 203. 

Howard. See Nonoik. 

Hooadon, lord, governor of Berwick, 

- bis interview wi^ Arran, ii. 94. Letter 
from him, Appendix, 406. 

Hontly, earl, though a Catholic, joins 
the reformers in opposing the Freooh 
army, i. 156. Asmsta them only with fair 
promisee, 174. His farther oo&oorrence 
with them, 186. Some acoouajl of that fa¬ 
mily, 232, 233. His enmity against the 
young queen’s roioisters, 233. His re- 
aentmeDt inflamed •>jr an accident, 234* 
Appears in an o^en rebellion against thi 
queen, 256. His plot against her ministers 
disappointed, ib. Breaks oot into open 
rebellion, 237., Is trodden to doatli in 
a battle, 238. His family proaecnted with 
the otmost rigofll’, ib. Several anecdotes 
and conjeotnres cenoerning bis plot, 239. 
Is attainted by parliament, 245. 'I’be at¬ 
tainder repeal^, and the family restored 
to estate ud hoiionrs, 331. 

-, his attaphment to Bothweil, i. 

328.335. Refnses to submit to the regent, 
403. Is forced to do it, 404. Acts as 
lieutenant to the qoeen after the regent’s 
marder, U. 4. Is prodlaimed a traitor by 
^nnoXflho new regent, 7. Receives some 
money and promiaes of aB■is^noe from 
Spain, ib. Agrees to a troaty wiUi Morton 
the regent, 39. Is one of the heads of the 
Spanish faction, 155. Engages to the 
prince of Parma to serve the-king of 
Spain,'160* Is imprisoned for-a short 
time, 161. 'Erects a standard of rebellion, 
162. Bat forced to snbntit to the king, 
il). Is again imprisoned, ib^ Is Bbon set 
at liberty, ib. lUceives a oomiqissioo 
from the king, l68. His barbaroas mor- 
deroftheearlof Marray,ib. Is snmmon- 
cd ‘to soirender to jnstioe, 169. Flies to 


the moontains, 172. Offers to submit In 
trial, 176. Sentence proooonoed against 
him, ib. Reft^s to sobmit, 177. Makes 
another desperate altemihl, bat is forced 
to fly, 179,180. 

.J^MCs I. was detained long a prisoner 
ill England, i. 28. Tronbles in Scotland 
dor!ng'thiLttime,ib. Wasmacb improved 
by an English eduoatioo, 38. His policy 
on his return to Sootland, 39. Hts oba- 
raoter, 40. Suppresses the power of the 
nobles, ih. 'fliey, being exasperated, con¬ 
spire against, and marder him, ib. 41. 

" ' ' ■ II., trouMes in Scotland daring 
his minority, i. 28. His attempts against 
the nobles.42. Murders the earl of Dong- 
las, 43. Proonres several good laws to 
be passed, ib. 44. Reduces the power of 
the nobles, 44. ’His death, lb. 

-- III., the state of Scotland dor- 

ing bis minority, i. 29. His impolitio con- 
dnot, 45. Kills one of bis brutbers, and 
is invaded by another, 46. ‘Is greatly in¬ 
sulted by his nobles, 47. His despicable 
minions, ib. Was the first that appointed 
a sUndiog guard to his person, 48. The 
noblea are provoked to take arms against 
bim, 49. Is killed la a battle against them, 
ib. His character, ib. 

■ ’ ■ IV., bis character, i. 49. Is 
killed iu a battle against the English at 
Flowdan, 50. 

" ■ — V., bis minorlly long and tiir- 
bnlent, i. 29. Transactions during that 
time, 50, -51. Assnmes the government 
while very young, 52. His oliaraoter, ib. 
His soheme for humbling the nobles, 53 
-—56. is diverted from it by the clergy, 
57,58. Takes arms for tbe'defence of his 
kingdom, 56. His nobles refasing to fol¬ 
low him, throws bim into a deep melan¬ 
choly, 59. Wndch is increased by a snr- 
priringdefeat offals forces, 60. His death, 
61. Refleotioiis on bis oondnot, ih. He 
refused -an aUtanco with the emperor 
Charles V., 73. 

-VI., his-birth, i. 301. His bap¬ 
tism, 313. The oare of bim committed to 
tfao earl of Mar, 326. Is by him preserved 
from falling into the hands of Bolbwell, 
342. Is crowned^ 358. llie nobles, op¬ 
pressed by Morton the regent, turn their 
eyes to him flir redress, ii. 47. His edn- 
cation and dispositions, ib. 48. He Im- 
oomes suspimoas of the Regent’s power, 
$b. Discovers early a great attachment to 
flivonrites, 58. Aao{tts two of different 
dispositions, 59», Enter# Edinburgh with 
great solemnitjf^tiO. Is by bis. favourites 
en|;Bged in aiipopalor measnres, 73. Is 
seiMd by a party of nobles at Rotfaven, 
74.' Ana foroed to receive complaints 
against bis favourites, 75. Dissembles 
with them, and banishes Lennox, 76. Js 
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WoogM to StirUng and Holjrood’honse, ol< 
78- His conoCTii for Lonnox’a death, li 
and regard for bis memory, ib- Reoetves ge 
the French ambassador with great respect, bt 
80. Makes bis escape from the coospi- th 
rators, ib. Resolves to treat them with d( 
moderation, 82. Visits Gowrie, and grants St 
him a pardon, ib. Renews liis fondoMa re 
for Arran, ib. Is hy biui persnaded to II 
violent measares against the conspirators^ gi 
83. His answer to a hangbt^ letter from h] 
queen Elixabetb on ibeir behalf, ib. Is by S 
her interposition rendered more violent h 
against them, 84.. Is provoked bj the T 
clergy, 86. His steps to humble them, 89. 2 
His profusion to Arran, 94. Sends a new X 
favourite to Eoglaod against ibe binisbed tl 
lords, 98. Devolves the whole regal an- i 
thority on Arran,100. Writes an undatifvl o 
letter to bis mother, 105. la threatened o 
to be disioherited by her,ib. Reoeivea a q 
pension from queen Elizabeth, 110* Is re- s 
oonciled to the exiled lords, 112. Be- 1 
comes popular by coocluding a treaty witit t 
England, 114. His scandalous bebavioar ( 
with regard to Archibald Donglas, 115. 1 
His endeavours to save his mother’s life I 
after long condemnation, 132. Is greatly i 
incensed at her death, 146. Arguments i 
used by the English minister to pacify 1 
him, 147. Is forced to stifle his resent- 1 
ment, 148. Attempts to unite the nobles, ! 
150. Is courted both by Spain and Eng- ] 
land, 155. Resolves vigorously to adhere i 
to the latter, 156. Takes several steps 
with that view, ib. His skill in the Po¬ 
pish controversy, 160. Wrote a commen¬ 
tary on the Revelations, ib. His maxims 
with regard td Popery, 161. His exces¬ 
sive lenity to conspirators against bim,ib. 
Resolves to marry the princess of Den¬ 
mark, 163. Arts used to prevent il, ib. 
The marriage is consummated in Norway, 
164. Passes several inonlhs in Denmark, 
ib. Reflections on Us conduct there, ib. 
His arrival in Scotland with bis queen, 
166. Indulges the Preshyterltos, ib. The 
ill consequences of bis lenity, 167. His 
*eal against wil©bcrafi,ib. Is solicited by 
queen Elizabeth to treat the conspirators 
igainsthim with rigour, 172. Is suspect- 
ed of conniving with them, ** y**"” 
nrised and seized by Botbwell, 174. And 
forced to comply with 
lenitv to Botbwell abused, 176. Is sus- 
peeled of favouring Ihe P»P“'' 

Is in new danger from them, 

gates his aothorit, to Argjle nnd Forbe* 

ngunst them, 180. Goes in person against 

ifiem.ib. Wastes their la^a. and |prri- 

aons their oasUna. 181. His right of the 
snooession to the crown of England op¬ 
posed by the Papists, ib. His '“'‘y 
them incenses the clergy end people. 185. 
I, much provoked by the obsUnacy of the 


clergy, 187. Givea orders against them, 
190. Is much insulted, and in great dan¬ 
ger at Edinburgh, 191. Loaves Edin¬ 
burgh, and proceeds with severity agaiiisl 
the citizens, 192,193. Acquires absolute 
dominion in ecclesiastical affairs .19.’). 196. 
Strengthens hit interest in parliament by 
restoring the seats of the ecclesiastics, 
197, 198. Endeavonrs with success to 
gain a party in England, 199. Increases 
his reputation by paUisbiogbis Basilicon 
Doron, 200. Is accused by queen Eliza¬ 
beth of corresponding with the pope, f01. 
This be denieN, and bow accounted for, 
202. Other reports concerning Ibis, 203. 
Is at great pains to gain the Roman Ca- 
tbo1ici,'ib. His regulations with regard 
to the cliqroh,204. The mysterious affair 
of Cowrie’s conspiracy, 205—220. His 
oautioua behaviour in regard to the carl 
of Essex, 223. Sends ambassadors to 
save him, 225. They arrive too late, ib. 
He restores bis sou and associates lo 
their honours after bis accession, 226. 

’ Continues bis intrigues in England, ib* 

, His iuteresl greatly Btreiigtheiied there, 

I 227. Endeavourstocivilizethe llighlamls 
’ and Isles, 228. Is proclaimed king in 
I England after tbo death of queen Bliza- 
' belb, 234. Is prooiaiincd likewise in Scut- 
. laud, 235. Prepares for Lis journny lo 
, England, ib. Enters London, and lakes 
• possession of the throne. 236. His rlia- 
5 racter bow diflerent from that of queen 
} Elizabeth, tb. A letter from him to Mr. 

- Archibald Douglas, Appendix, 428. Cu- 

- rious letter lo him from an niiknowu Eng- 
s lish correspondent, 445. 

Inverness cH^lle, refuses to surrender 
to queen Mary, i. 236. Il is forced, and 

- the governor punished, 237. 

1. Italy, the liberty of. how preserved, i. 
. 69. 


Keith, Sir William, ‘i-nt to iiilercode 
fur queen Mary when under sentence, ii. 
133. 

Kent, earl of, appointed lo see the bcii- 
tence against queen Mary executed, ii. 
138. , , 

Kcr,u)f Femibersl.ratagp- Ifogland on 
the murder of Murray the regeni. ii. 1- 
His design, 4. Has a scuffle with the 
English, 110. 

—, George, brother lo lord Newbtttile, 
is discovered when ready to sail fo pro¬ 
mote a plot in Spain, ii-171. His scheme 
opened, ib. Esca|>e« ool of prison, 173. 

Killigrew, Henry, W* declaration on 
the peace, Appendix, ii.’396. , 

Kings, feudal, ibe most limited of all 
princes, i. 12. General causes of this, 13, 
14 * 'Tlieirrevcoaeswere but small, 14,1 
Had no standing armies, 15. And juris¬ 
diction limited. 17. Means used to ex- 
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lead the rojal aatboritjfSS. llndr jarii* 
dibtioD enlugad, 33. Vu extiaerdiaary 
iaflatnoa of tbe Soottiab kiogi ia parlia- 
aient,60. TbeicaaoDoribia, ib. - 

KirkaMy of Gnaga, one of the nbr- 
denn of Beatoaa, ia recalled by the qoeeo 
doirageri i. 127. Bia atiBiaddr lareraed 
In parliaaient, 245. Ohrera te 8|fat Both- 
wcll in aiagla ooobat, 347. Hianifei'Tiew 
with qoaea Mary, ia the name of the con¬ 
federate lords, 348« Reacuea Maitland 
from confinement, 411. Laboora to aiip- 
rt tbe. King’s authority, and restore 
rmony after the mnrder of the regent, 
ii. 3. Accedes to tbe qneen’s party, 3. 
Frorides far a aiege by increasing his 
garrison and fortifying Bdiobargh, 15. 
Proolainia. tennoa'a antbority unlawfal 
apd asorpad, ib. Attempts in rain to pre- 
Toat a meeting of. tbe parliament, ib. 
Forma a scheme fbr enrpriaing the king’s 
party, 18. Is at fNnA' ancoesalhl, but af¬ 
terward defeated, ib.. Comes near to an 
agreement with Mar tbe regent, 31. A 
treaty with Morton breaks it otf, 37. Fires 
upon ’Edinfanrgh from the castle, 38. Is 
besieged by the regent, assisted by tbe 
English forces, 40. la forced by mutiny 
of tbe garrison to oapitalate, ib. Surren¬ 
ders to Drary the English general, ib. Is, 
by order of qneen Eliaabetb, delivered op 
to the regent, 43. He and his brother are 
eaeonted, ib. 

Koollya, Sir Franois, cent queen 
Sliaabelh with letters of oondolonoe to 
qoeen Maty on her arrival in England, i. 
376. Some of hia- letters. Appendix, ii. 
370.376. S81. 

Knox, John, a famoux reformer, hia 
charaoter, i. 106. After being aome time 
abroad, he ia reealled by tbe perseooted 
Proleatanta, 144. loflames tbe mnltitnde 
at Perth with rage tgainet the Papists, ib. 
Hia notion oonoeming the government of 
women whence, 149. His residence fixed 
in Edinburgh, 153. Complains of the 
Inkewtrmness of the reformers, 166. 
His opioion to tbe oonvention of reform¬ 
ers 11^ it is iawfol to reeist end deprive 
lyraenieel prhicee, 168. Animates and re¬ 
vives the desponding eongregatinn, 176. 
Complains of the negleot of tbe reform- 
ehe io providiog meinteneace for their 
preeobers, 197. Recommends tbe Geneva 
model of dtorob goverhmeot, 303. Pro¬ 
poses soperiateadents in tbe ohurofa, 804. 
Composes the first bosk of discipline, 305. 
Roaeonees friandibip with the earl of 
Homy for Me moderatien, 347. Ia tried 
for enconngtog a mliny amoog the peo- 
pla,_ and aequittsd, 348. Popish judges 
ooBour in this deoiaion, ib. Ia publicly 
aoaoved by Abitland of preaebing sedi¬ 
tions deotrine conoeming resisUnoe, 357. 
Cbaraotar of the two dispolanis, ib. Ap¬ 


proved of several inalanoea of aiseaaiDa- 
tioD, 397. Agrees to aome regulations 
coDoorniag tha eleotioa of bishopi, ii. 34. 
Hia dsath aod charaoter, 35. His enlo- 
giom by Morton the regent. 36. Articles 
sent by him to the general aaserably. Ap¬ 
pendix, 395. 

tiXNOSisE, the battle of, i. 370. 

lisorea, cardinal, is sent as a ounoio 
from tbe pope with a present to queen 
Mery of Scotland, i. 311. Is stopped at 
Paris, 313. 

Leagoe, holy, a eooledorocy of Roman 
Catliolios, so called, ii. 107. Was nnlver- 
snlly agreed to by them all cor Europe, 
ib. 

Learning, the revival of, promotes the 
Refurmatioo, i. 11.3, 

Leicester, earl of,appoiDtcd a commis¬ 
sioner to the confereoce nt Westminster, 

i. 395. 

Leith bnmt by the English, i. 88. For¬ 
tified by the French, 163. Besieged by 
the English, 183. Qneen Mary lands there 
from France, 315. The aoperiority of it 
granted by iter to Edinburgh, 378. la 
seized and fortified by Morton the regent, 

ii. 15. 

Lennox, enri of, arrives in Sootland 
from France, i. 83. Is mocb courted by 
cardinal Eeatoun, 83. His pretensions to 
tha sacoession boiv founded, 85. Resents 
Beatonn’s deoeitfolness to him, 86. Heads 
tbe reformers and the advocates for the 
English allisnce, ib. Surprises the re¬ 
gent and eardiiial, 87. Is ontqritted by 
the cardinal, ib. Continnes alone in the 
interest of ^gland, 89. Is forced to fly 
to that court, where he is rewarded, ib. 
Is married to a niece of king Henry’s, by 
which he became father to a race of kings, 
ib. His claim to the sacoession, 353. Is 
imprisoned for s secret correspondeoee 
with qneen Mary, 353. Is invited secretly 
by her to return to Scotland, 3.54. Arrives 
in Seotiand, and ia received with great 
familiarity by her, 355. Hia forfeifaire ia 
repealed, and he in restored to bis estate 
and hononra tbe parliament, 356. His 
lady sent prisoner to tbe lower of Lon¬ 
don, 265. And treated with rigour, 369. 
He inaisis oo the prosecution of his son 
Damley’s murderers, 335. Charges Bath- 
well with it, 336. The proseoution ia 
harried, 337. He cnves a delay, which 
i» rsfns^, 338. He is left alone in it, ib. 
Solioita queen Elixabetb’a interest to ob¬ 
tain a delgy, 339. Intista on it by proxy 
■t the trial, but ia overrnled, 330. Be- 
isg apprebentive of danger, he fiiea to-* 
wards England, 331. His coontess aeonoes 
queen Mary of the murder to queen Blia- 
beth, 378. He appears at tha oonfisreuoe 
at Waattninatev, and aaouaes queen Mary 
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of the marder iipoo oUii, 396. Retnroa 17<. Mon of bti lenity to tbem» 175. 
to Scotlaod protected by nn EogUeb ftnny, Freeh diuDgon fron theni^ 179. They 
ii. 5. le eleoled regent, 7. Hie prognes receive money from Speio, ib. Zeal of 
Bgainet the qaeeti’e party, ib. Appointe the olergy againil them,ib« Are declared 
couuoiesioaere to frame a treaty with goiity of treaeon, and their estatee for* 
tboee of the queen, 10. Sarprises Dam- felted, ib. Defeat the king*! army, 180. 
b&rloa-castle, 12—l-l. Joins the earl of Are diapereed on the king^e approach, ib. 
Mortoo at Leitb, 15. Holds a parliament Go abroad, and give secarity to keep tbo 
in the Canongate, ib. Another at Stirling, peace, 161. Retarn to Scotland, and poU- 
17. He is surprised and killed there, 19. tion for leave to reside in their own 
Lennox, lordAubigny.liis character, ii. hooses, 185. This granted by a oonvea- 
58. Joins with the king*s other new tion of estates, ib. Hecant their errors, 
favourite to oodormine Morton, 60. Ke> and are absolved from excummoniMtion, 
noutices Popery, 61. Queen Glizabetb de> 196. Relapse, and arc again reconciled 
roands him to be removed from the privy to the church of Rome, ib. Are restored 
council, ib. Is accused by her ninbas- to their estates and honoun, 197. 
sador, 64. Arran tries in vain to sapplant Lorrain, cardinal, gets some of the best 
him, 69. Is commanded by king James, benefices iti ttcotlsnd, i. 13S. 
at the request of the nobles, to leave the , princes of, their ambitioas 

kingdom, 76. Puts ofiT his departure on views, i. 138. Instigate the dauphin and 
varioas pretences, ill. 77. Returns unwil- queen Mary to take the titles of king and 
lingly to France, where he soon dies, 76. queen of Knglsnd, 139. Resolve to lo- 
His memory vindicated, and much le- vade Kugland, ib. And to check the 
garded by the king, ib. Died a Protes- formation in Scotland, 140. The caidi* 
tanl, ib. naUs great influence over the young 

— —, duko of, left ns the king's king, 153. Drives the qiieen-regont of 
lieutenant in the noitli after dispersing Scotland to violent measures, 164. Their 
the Popish lords, ii. 181. violences occasion a conspiracy against 

Leslie, Norman, murders cardinal Bea- them, 188. Arc forced to withdraw their 
tonii, i. 91. He and his associates keep troops from Scotland, ib. i'bey iiisoU the 
possession of the castle of Si. Andrew’s, Scottish ambassadoi, 199. Have great 
92. Makes a truce with the regent, ib. power over the young king and queen. 
Are encouraged by Henry VIII., 93. 200. Are forced to contract their views 

— —, bishop of Ross, is sent by the on the death of the king, 201. 

Catholics in Scotland to engage queen Luther, a bold and principal promoter 
Mary in their interest, i. 206. His pro- of the Reformation, i. 114. The rapid pro¬ 
posals to her rejected, ib. His negotla- gress of his doolrine, ib. 
tions in England in favour of queen Mary, , - « .i j 

ii. 21. Is confined long in the Tower, and Major, John, his history of Scotland, 
afterward is baDisbed England, 23, 24. some account of, i. 4. 

Lindsay, lord, carries the proposal Maitland of l«thiiiglon, secretary to 
from the confederates to queen Mary, Mary queen-regent, leaves *f*’''^* 
that she should resign the government, i. and joins the congregation, i. Mis 
357. Joins the Rulbvcn conspirators, ii. character, ib. U sent by them ambassaaor 

to queen Eliasabetb, 176. Sends them u- 
Lochlevin castle, queen Mary commit- fiiirances of her protertion, ^ 
ted a priaoner there, i. 351. Her escape by qaeen Mary to ihe cart of Enfla^. 
from thence. 366. 221. Makes a eonoess.on to 

_.lord, letters le and from him, belh.ib. Aocomp.D>es qiicen Mary in n 

Appendix, ii. 399. the "ortb, 235. He is e mploy- 

Logan of Restalrig, an alleged aocom- ed by queen Mery to 
plice in GoWs conspiracy, ii. 211. I. interview wilh 2“«" ^'•*^**' ‘X 

tried, and hi. estate forfeited, long after Pabliely accases Knox of preaching s^ 

his death 212 t>o®‘ doctrine concerning resisUiico, 2 . 1 T . 

“J ’conLemte., nsaocinle ngm-st Intimate, to qnc. 

Bolhwell and qaeon Mary, i. 343. Raise tions of queen Mnry to m»ry ^ntay^ 
foroee against them, 345. Pnbliah the 263. M5 Pro«“i 

moUres of their condnol, ib. Prevail on from queen EliMbelb, P ^ 

the queen to aurreoder to them, 348. modetato 

Assume the tiUe oflord. of the secret Mary wbeu impnsened, 35 6. Attet id _ 
II. _si .nihoritv. 3.51. revent when oaUod on to aooBie ner in 


171. The king proceeds agaiust 
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sad Hcorsd id tbs easUe. ib. FrB|iaMi ■ 
ostlUiou of two ptMim sRer tbe mnr- 
der of tbs regent, ^i. 2. Acoedea to tbs 
. qaeen’e pert;, 3.' la deprived of bip office 
of secretary, abd proolaiined traitor, 7. 
la attSiated in a parlianieot of t)w’king’s 
party, 1$. -^reea with Mar, SI. Hie 
■views in refosiog a reoonoiliation with 
Morton the roKot, 37. Rejeols overtures 
of a Ireate wim him, 38. Is besieged by 
him in' ue osstte M.Bdbbnigh, 40. Is 
forced to oapitnlate a^ aurrender to the 
Bngiisb general, ib. To aVpid the regeot’s 
reaeobnent he dispatobea biinaelf, 42. Se¬ 
veral of his letters. Appendix, 305. 32S. 

. .. 

Maitland, Bir John, is made secretary 
for Sootl^, ii. 109. incurs with others 
in promating qoeen Elisabeth's interest 
there, ib. Attempts against him by cap¬ 
tain James Stewart, late Arran, 149. 
They prove aboir|{be, and be is -advanced 
to be cbaneetlor, ib. An attempt to re¬ 
move him from that office frustrated, 162. 
His death, 182. A copy of verses in bo- 
noor of him wrote by the king, ib. 

Mar, earl of, that title conferred on the 
prior of St. Andrew’s, i. 233. Acoompa- 
nies the qoeen in a progress to the north, 
233. He and his associates narrowly 
esespe assassination, 236.. Is oreated earl 
of Murray, 237. See Murray. 

-, the title is eonferred on lord 

Erskioe, i. 237. The person of the yonng 
prince pat into bis hands, 326. His re- 
solntion in preserving him from Botliwell, 
342. Is chosen regent, ii. 19. Lsbonrs 
to bring about a general peace, 31. Is 
thwart^ by Morton and bis assooiates, ib. 
Dies of melancholy, 32. His character, ib. 
His merit and integrity was acknowledged 
by both parlies, ib. 

-, the yonng earl, being imposed 

on by Morton, tarmt ont bis uncle from 
the castle of Stirling, ii. 52. Joins the 
Rntbven conspirators, 74. He with the 
others seiae Stirling-csstle, and erect 
their standard, 88. Is attainted, and bis 
estate forfeited, 94. Is pardoned, and re¬ 
stored to estate and bonoun, 112. 

March,'countess of, her infamous mar¬ 
riage with the earl of Arran, ii. 69. 

Mary of Guise, queen-dowager of Scot¬ 
land, takes n considerable share in the 
government, 1. 100.. Is mueb addicted 
to the French interest, ib. Projects a 
marriage of her danghter to the dauphin 
of France, ib. 101. Becomes instrumental 
in promoting the refacmatioo, 108. As¬ 
pires to the office of regent, ib. Promotes 
disaffection to the present one, aiid fa- 
voifra the reformers, 109. Visits tlie 
conrt of France, ib. Setums to Scotland 
to take poBsesaioo of the regency. 111. 
After some opposition she obtains it, 112. 


Confers several offices of trust upon stran¬ 
gers, 123. Proposes to lay a tax upon land. 
124. Is forced to drop it, ib. Tries in 
vain to exdte a war with Engisnd, 125. 
The nobles, vigorously oppose her'mea¬ 
sures, 126. T^als the rnormers with 
great respect, 127. Obtains a aonaessian 
from the parlbiment in fevour of the dau¬ 
phin, 132. Her artful management of the 
reformers, ib. 133. Bestows the vacant 
benefices on foreigners, 133. She alters 
her ooadnot to the reformers, 137. Re¬ 
monstrates against the violent measures 
of the princes of Imrrain, 140. Is per¬ 
suaded by them to persecute the re¬ 
formers, 141. Her rssb answer to their 
remonstrance, 142. Sammons their preach¬ 
ers to appear before her, ib. Breaks a 
promise she had mode them, 143. Marches 
with an army agaioat them, 143. Con- 
olndes a treaty with them, 146. This she 
again breaks, 147. Her severity at Perth, 
ib. Her scheme discovered, ib. She goes 
to attack them, 148. Has again reoonrao 
to negotiation, 149. She is startled at 
their demands, and gets time to answer 
them, 150. Violates another treaty, 151. 
Loses Perth, and forced to abandon Stir¬ 
ling and Edinbnrgb, she retires with 
precipitation to Dnabar, ib. Marches to 
attack the reformers at Edinburgh, 154. 
Gains time by her artifice, ib. Makes 
another treaty yvitb them, 155. Her ar¬ 
tifices to nndermine the prior of St. An¬ 
drew’s, 161. 'Ihe absurdity of her scheme, 
ib. Gets a reinforcement of French troops, 
who fortify Leith, 162. Sbe disregards a 
remonstranoo of the reformers, 163. Is 
influenced by French counsellors, and 
persuaded to, violent measures, ib, 164. 
Retires to Leith on the approach of tiie 
reformers’ army, 165. Her prudent and 
artful condnet there, ib. Her haughty 
answer to a fresh remonstrance from 
them, 166. Is, by a oonvenlion of them, 
deprived of berofficeof regent, 168. The 
foundation of this sentence, ib. Foments 
differences among them, 171. Is deserted 
by her principal secretary, Maitland of 
Lethiogton, 175. Sends French troops 
agunst the reformers, 180. Retires into 
the castle of Edinburgh on the approach 
of the English, 184. Her death and cha¬ 
racter, 186. Repented of her violent 
measnres, 187. Listened to the instruc¬ 
tions of a reformed preacher, ib. 

Mary, queen of England, her perse¬ 
cuting reign, i, 112. Her death, 134. 

——, queen of Scots, born, i. 76. A 
proposal to marry her to Edward VI., 79. 
She is demanded by Henry VIII,, ib. 
Her marriage to the dauphin of France 
proposed, 100. A treaty fur that pntpose 
concluded, 101. She is sent to be edu¬ 
cated in France, 102. The fatal couse- 
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^uenoe of this, Ib. la imposed oa by the 
artifioei of the Freaofa in the treaty of 
marriage, t28. Her marriage oetebrated 
with great pomp, 129. They t^e the 
title of king.and qaeen of Eogland, 139. 

She mokes ooDcesnonatotheoongregation, 
1^. Declares ween Blizabetfa’s right 
Id theorown of Eagland, ib, SfaeaoqaiMs 
an entire ascendant oeer her husband, 
200. She is overwhelmed with great af¬ 
fliction on bis aeath,and retires to Rhmms, 
2<M. She is invited by the oonventi<m to 
return to Scotland, 206. An eniissatyirom 
the CatboHos in Scotland proposed violent 
measures to her.ib. She is determined to 
moderalioii by the French and the Prior 
of St. Andrew^s, 207, Is prevslied on to 
prepare for her retam to Scotland, 208. 
The origin of the discord between her 
and qneen Elisabeth; ib. 209. Her prcten- 
rions to the crown of England, 209. Is 
envied on aooonnt of her beaoty, 213. 
Demands safe oondaot from queen Elisa- 
beib, which is refused, 214. Leaves 
France with great reluctanoe, 215. Lands 
at Leilb, 216. Is muoli afieoted by the 
change of her sitnation, ib. Several dis- 
adveniages attending her acoessloD, ib. 
Some oiroumstnnccs to her, advantage, 
217. Her aocomplisbments of body and 
mind, 218. The sOTvants of her ohapel in¬ 
sulted, ib. Procures the free exeroise of 
her religion, 219. Issues a proclamation 
in favour of the Protestants, 220. Em¬ 
ploys them solely in the administration, 
ib. Attempts to gain qUeen Eliwbelh's 
favour, ilS. Makes a concession to her, 
221. Which is rejected, 222* Sbemi^es 
her publio entry into S^nbargh, ib. An 
insnit offered to her religion bn that o# 
casioD, 223. Disoonrages the attempts of 
the Papists to gain her fhvour, 224. Her 
aversion to the fhmily of Hamilton, ib. 
Makes a progress into the North, 235. 
Her ministers narrowly escape assusiua- 
tion, 236. Is refused access to the castle 
of Inveruess, when relieved by the Monros 
and other clans, ib. Her forces defeat 
Huntl/s rebellion, 238: She desires an* 
interview with qoeen Elizabeth, 2S9. Ne¬ 
gotiations oonoeroing her marriage^ 240. 
Is soHoited by different princes, 241. Her 
deliberations concerning it, 242. Is forced 
to bear the antboritative behavknir of 
queen Elizabeth, 244. To please her sub¬ 
jects determines against a foreign aliiaDoe, 
ib. Determines not to. ratify the treaty of 
Edinburgh, 245, Farther negotiati^for 
her marriage, 248. Discovers the riews 
ofCatberiDeofMedioi8,249. Lord Robert 
Dudley recommended to her as a hus¬ 
band by qoeen Eliaabetb, ib.^ She is 
highly offeuded at this, 250. Dissembles 
widi queen Elizabeth, 252> Entertains 
thoughts of marrying lord Darnlcy, ib. 


SI» recalls Lemtoz, 253. Is afiVontod at 
a letter of qaeen Ellmbelh*s, 254. Her 
prejudice against the Reformed, and seal 
fw.tlie Catholic vriigiqp, 256, Is ti&en 

wiriiDarnlejalffrat Jglit,259. Isgreatij 
moved at qneea tttisabeth*s insaiting 
oraftmess, ib. NMolkticms with the 
ooirt of Rome4sr a diapeBsmtion to marry 
Damley, 2^. And l&e emsMmlofilie ooart 
of Pmoeflb. Imposes on Ra^olpb, but 
applies to qoeen Elizabeth fur consent to 
her marriage, 263. Which she affects to 
refuse, ib. In resentment she proposes 
to send an engry meauge to Elisabeth, 
wbieb Maitland prevents, 265. Jostiffes 
her oondoetto the EngUrii ambassador, ib. 
Endeavours to get Mariay^| Consent, 267. 
Courts the pope's protecUoiia and receives 
a subsidy from him, ib. Her great ad¬ 
dress ip gaining the consent of her sub- 
jeoUi, 268, 269. Prevents a {dot against 
Darniey, 270. Sammons her vassus to 
take arms against Miuray, 271. And him 
to appear before her, 272. Her marriage 
with Darniey celebrated, ib. Slio confers 
the title of king of Scots u^n him, ib. 
This step censored, 273. Her resent¬ 
ment against the malecontents, ib* She 
marches against them, 274. Rejects the 
intercession of qoeen Elizabeth in tlieir 
behalf, 275. Coatinoes her march against 
the rebels, ib. Her conduct and eonrege 
on tbat occasion, ib. Drives them oat of 
Scotland, 276. Her farther resenlmeat 
against toem, 277. Has reoonrso to se¬ 
veral devices to raise money, 278* Itmr 
prosperity promotes her religion, 279. 
Her deliberations eonceraing the exiled 
lords, 280. Determines to treat them with 
lenity, 282. D diverted from this by tier 
religion and French infiaecce, ib. Hiis 
the source of her after misfortones, 284. 
Her intention to restore Popery, ib. Is 
disgosted with Daraley's insoleat beha¬ 
viour, 285. Her faRiilisrity with Rizzio 
offends the king, 286. Vindicated from 
any criminal correspondence with Rizzio, 
288, 289. Uses her utmost endeavonrsto 
prevent bis murder, 291. Abe is confined 
by tbe conspirators, ib. She gains tlio 
king, and escapes from them* 292. Is re- 
ooocUed to the exiled nobles, 293. Her 
hatred to Darniey increases, 298. And fa¬ 
vour for Bothweil doramenoes, 299. Ex- 
tiogoishes some dmnesiio fends among 
tbe nobles, SOI. Is delivered of her son, 
•James VI., in tbe castle of Edinbargli,ib. 
Invites several foreign princes ^ his bap¬ 
tism, ^2. Contiuoes to treat Dunley with 
(Bc^leot, ib. Her attachment to Bothweil 
increases, ib. Prevents Darnley's inteuded 
flight, 305. Visits the borders, 306. An 
instance of her regard for Bothweil on 
that occasion, ib. How she rivalled'qaeen 
Elizabetb, 307. Her right of snccession 
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htomcd by the Eflgliih Mrilameiit, ib. by the coafedent^ 370. Hw precip^ 
Sbo endeaf^|9n' to itvdl nmelf of that tale flight iato Ganonayi'STl. Rmhly 
opporlaaityt 309- She takea an extrapr- deteminaalarelireto England,379. Gaea 
dtaary step id fhvoiiT -of Popery, SlO.' thither agoinat the adrioe of her attend' 
Reoairen a preaeat Aram tbo pope,'bat ante, 373. Arrirea at CarlUle, ib. Writer 
at(^ Ida. nonoio at Paria, 311t Endea- .to qaeen EUaabetb, imploring her good 
Toark to prtxsnre a blatter anl^tenae for pSoea, ib. Receivea lettwa of adndolence 
iho'reformed clergy, 31t. Her areriion .from her, and demasda aflmiUanoe into lier 
to tbe 'kiag exoeaaire, beotunea melan- preaenne,376. Tliia refoied, and why, ib. 
i$holy,!b. .Goan to Stirling M-oelebrato Oflera to'anfamit her oanae to qaeen Eli- 
her aon’a baptiam, 313. la greatly of- aabetfa, 377. la mnoh deceived io her 
feaded at the hing’a .bebavioar on that expectation from toia, 379. And offended 
oooaaion, 314. Realorea the Popiab ec- on diacovering the artiShea of queen Eli- 
claaiaBtianIjariBdietion,317. BernegleCt nabeth,ib. EameatlyBolioitatobeadmit- 
' of the king daring bia Bickneaa, S19i The ted into her preaenoe, 380. She ia carried 
breach between them becomea iirepara- to Bolton-caatle, 383. Chagrined at find- 
ble, ib. She viaita him at Glaqgpw, 330. ing beraelf a priaoner, ib. Agreea to an 
The thotivea of' her dhaimnlation on that inquiry into her conduct, 383. Her diaai- 
oeoaaion, ib. 331.- Prevaila on him to mnlatioa with regard to religion, ib. 
Oome to Edinbnrgb, 333. Her aa|picioua Commiaaionera appointed to appear in her 
behavibnr to ‘him there, 333. laanea a name, 385. Her-chief view in thia affair, 
proclamation for diaoovering bia murder- 386. Conaenta to moving the conference 
era, 334. Ia aup^oaed to have been no- to Wealminater, 393. She ia carried to 
oeaaary to it, ib. la charged* with it Tnthbary in Staffordahire, 393. la much 
abroad ea well aa abhome, 335. Goea to offended at the regard ahewn the regent, 
viait her non at Stirling, 337. la met on .and recalla heroocaeDt to tlie conference, 
her return by Botbwell, who aeizea and 394. The accaaatinha egainat her pro- 
carriea her to Donbar, 338. Thia. anp- daced by the regent, 395. Ia aooiiaed 
poaed with her content, ib, la condnoted likewiae by the earl of Lennox, 396. Her 
to Edinburgh, 340, And married to Both- commiaaionera refute to anawer, and de- 
well, ib, l^nda an epoibgy to the eonrta mand a peraonal interview, 3ST. They 
of Prance and England, 341. Her con- proteat againat future prooe^inga, ib. A 
duet cauaea a general indignation againat anapicioaa oiceumatunee egainat her, ib. 
her abroad, 343. It alarmed at,a combi- Her eommiaaionei a withdraw from, the 
nation of the noblea againat her) 344. meeting, 398. Her rcaolute answer to a 
She pnbliahea a manifeato Utyiodieate her harah proposal of queen Elizabeth, 400. 
conduct, ib. Is eondneted to the castle of Avoids any farther -progress In the in- 
Borthwick, 345. Mttobes with Bothwell’s qniry, ib. Ia enraged at the proceedings, 
farces against the oonhdrrate.lords, 346. and proposes desperate meeanrea, 401. 
An attempt of on aoeommodatioo proves Spreads cbimerical conjectnrea vvitli that 
vain, ib. 347. Is forced to aarrender to view, ib. -Prnpoaes a divorce from Both- 
-the oonfedhratea, 348. Is fDBolted.by tbe well, 404. la influenced by the dnke of 
soldiers and mob, ib.. Is carried to.Edin- Norforlk’s acbemea, 40.5. Exchanges 
burgh, where many abases are offered many letters and love-tukena with him, 
her, 349. Is sent a prisoner to Lochievin- ib. Conseots to proposals from the Eng- 
oaatle, 351’. Queen Elizabeth interposes liah noblea, 407. 'Hieir views in this 
in her behalf, 353. The English ambaa- trqnaaclinn, ib. 408. A rebellion by her 
aador is refnaed acoeaa to her, 355. ,Va- adherents against qnaen Elinbelfa, 411. 
rions proposals among the oonfederatea Is removed to Coventry, 413. Queen Eli- 
ooncerning her, ib. They oblige her to zabelh Ihinka of delivering her up to the 
resign tbo‘government, 356, Different regent, 414. Thia prqjecthowdiaappoint- 
reaagnioga on thia measnre, 358—360. ed,415. Aooeasion of severalito her parly 
Is mnoh moved with' tiie freedom of the aiW the murder of the regent, ii. 3. They 
ear! of Murray, 361. Her party among 'endeavour to foment a war with England, 
the nobles beoomea dispirited, 3^. Her '4^ Her authorHy prociaimd at Linlitb- 
reaignatioD of. the crown nocepled by the gow, ib. Her parties defeated by tbe new 
parliament, and bft Impiiaahment de- regent,7-Eheanaweraproposala^yqneen 
dared Kwfol, 365. Her Uttora -to Both- EBxabelfa, 8. Atlempb^hi vain to get fo- 
well read, and she dedared'aooesaory to reign ossistance, 9. - Appoints coramis- 
the king’s' mnrdar, ib. Escapes frmn ' sibnera to frame a treaty for her libera- 
Lochlcviu,366. Arrives at Hamilton,367- lion, 10. This proving fruitlesa, she ia 
)a attended by many noblea-Ond a mime- more striotiy conlincd, 11. The invalidity 
ronaarmy, ib. An naaociation'signed in of her resignation declared in-a parliament 
her defence, ib. Her imprudence in bn- held by her adherents, 16. Act of purlia- 
xarding a battle, 369. Her army defeated meat in Eoglaud to curb bcr.aad her purtyr 
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so. site looks fo^ protection from the 
king (if Spain. 31 .Ms denied the privi* 
lege of ananibawadorattlie oonrtof Bng> 
land. 24. Is idore closely confined and 
matched, ilh Prooeedingn against her in 
England, 27. Her interest iie||)eoted by 
'^he French, 28. Is hurt bf the massacre 
at Paris, 29. Her adlierenU divided into 
two factions, 37. One of them joins wilh‘ 
Morton the regent, 39. ’Review of the 
■charneteiriofhcr adherents end opponents, 
4l. Her fiMrloro sitnation, ib» Is carried 
to Hnxton Welle, 42. Loses severai of 
her friends by death, 44* Sends a letter 
•and presents to her son, 57. Her messen¬ 
ger, why dismissed witboat seeing him, 
ib. Her aneesiDeBs at his confinement by 
the lidlhven conspirators, 78. Complains 
In <{necn Klizaiieth other hard asage,79. 
And imgs her inferceision for the king her 
son, ih. Throgmorton’s conspiracy in her 
favonr, 91, 92. A frnitless uegoUation 
with queen Eiiauibelh, 95* Is alarmed at 
an 8sa<»ciation in defence of qoeen Eliza¬ 
beth, 97. Is committed to more severe 
keepers, 98. Betrayed by lord Gray, tho 
Scotch anvbassador', 99. A statate fprthe 
preservation of queen Elizabeth proves 
fatal to her, 10$. Is more rigorously 
treated, 104. Her ooinplainls to queen 
KUzabelli disregarded, ib. Is by tho 
Frencli ambasaador’s interest r^oved to 
Tathbury^ 105. Is nndalifaily treated by 
. 'the king her son, ib. Her passionate com- 
.plaint to the French ambassador on that 
oemtsion, ib. Threatens to disinherit him, 
106. Several discoveries alleged against 
her, 119. Slio is guarded with unusual 
vigilance, 122. Her doirteslios, papers, 
dio. are seized, ib. She is conveyed to 
Fotheringay-oaslle, ib. Deliberation con- 
ceniing the method of proceeding against 
. Iwr, ib. 123. Is anspioioas of poison or 
private murder, 124. Vindicates hetsclf 
to the doke of Guise, ib. Thp ooinmis* 
aioners for trying her arrive at Fotheiin- 
gay-oastle, ib* Her spirited sfieech when 
refusihig to plead, ^ib. Is at len^h pre¬ 
vailed on, 125. She pfptests against the 
antbority of the ooort, 126. The acousa- 
lion against her, Ib. Her defence, ib. 127. 
Her sentence, 128. Irre^laritiea in her 
trial, 129. Her sentence is oonCrmed by 
parliament, ISO. Who demand the eae- 
•ootion of it, ib. France Interposes feebly 
in her * behalf, 132. The aentence against 
lier pubiisbed, 134. She is treated'with 
the utmost rigour, ib. Her last request to 
queen EllBabelb, 135. Refutes the assist¬ 
ance of a Protesteut Wsliop or dean, ib. 
Arlifices qsed to inflame the people 
against lier, 136. Her behaviour at her 
-death,139—142. Sentiments of historiMs 
^joncerning her, 142. Her character, 143. 
-Her person described, 144. Is buned firs 


at Peterborough, and afterward in West¬ 
minster Abbey, 145. Letters from her. 
Appendix, 3S9. 368.374.4l7. Her will, 
419. Objeetioos against her by Walsing- 
ham,.4l3. Wkat course W be taken with 
her, ib. A dissertation on the genuinmiess 
of her letters to Bodiweil, end of vol. ii« 
Hex well, lord, arrives from S{Hdn, and 
prepares forces to join tho SfMtamrdi, ii. 
156. Hit foilowersdisperaed, he istaken 
prisoner, ib. 

Melvil is sent by the. French lung to 
observe the motions of the qneen regent 
•and her adversaries, L157. Sent to make 
up a diflerenoe between Elizabeth and 
Mary, 255. Brings about an eppearanoo 
of friendship between them,ib. Is sent to 
inform queen Elizabeth of the birtli of king 
dames VI., 301. Puts a letter into the 
qneen's hand against her marriage tritli 
Bothwell,337. Is forced to fly from court, 
ib. Advises king Jamea to moderate mea¬ 
sures upon hfs escape from the Rutbven 
GonsplratuTS, ii. 82. 

■ ' , Mr. Andrew, a clergyman, his 

character, ii. 45. Zealously opposes epis¬ 
copacy, ib. Declines tho civil jurisdiction 
in ecclesiasticcd matten, 86. Is forced to 
fly into England to avoid persecution, 87. 

Melville, Mr. James, miotster of An- 
atruther, his encomium on the eloquence 
of E.OOX the reformer, ii. 35. 

,Sir Robert, sent by king James 
to intercede with queen Elizabeth for 
queen Mary while under sentence, ii. IS.’). 
Executes bis oommiision with fidelityniid 
zeal, 136. A memorial of bis to the king. 
Appendix, 436. 

■. Master of the hoosebold to 
queen Mary, takes bis last farewell of her, 
ii. 140. Hm* parting speech fo him, 111. 

■ Mildmay, Sir Waller, sent by queen » 
Elizabeth with proposals to queeu Mary, 
11 . 8 . 

MonlttC, bishop of Valence, employed 
by the Freneh to conclude a peace with 
England and Scotian^, i. 189. Tenns 
agreed to by him, 190,191. 

Montgomery appeiuled arohhiahop of 
Glasgow, ii. 71. Is refused and excom- 
mumcat^by the general assembly , for 
bis immoral life, 72. 

Montmoreocy, constable of I'ranee, en • 
deavoors to prevent the dauphin’s mar¬ 
riage with queen Mary, I. 128. Hia pru¬ 
dent advice to Henry n»i ib. Makes a 
slender appearance in favour of queen 
Mary, ii. 28. 

Morton, earl of, bis irreswute conduct 
as to the Reformation, i. 175. Accom¬ 
panies quean Mary in a progress to the 
nortb, 235. Insygates Darnley to »»e 
avenged ofRizio, 288. Takes the direc¬ 
tion of that enterprise, 290.. Is adimlted 
into Uie queen’s presence, who promise?* 
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liiqi a pardoB, 39f. Is foroed to fl/ into 
England, 993. Obtiuna bin pardon on 
Botbwell’s inUhfcoBsion, 315« Seinss a 
oaaket wxUi letters from qaeen Marj to 
Bothwell, 352. Heisbjqseeu Eiizabetb’s 
ioterpoaltion, in faroar widi the khig:'s 
part/-after tbe marder o( the regent, ii. 3* 
Appointed one . of the commisiiooers Id. 
treat vrltk the qoeen’s party, 10. His de¬ 
mands frostrate Che meeting, 11. la en- 
tirelj ioflnenoed by the coart of England, 
17. Commands the king's forces at Leith, 
25. Has severai skirmishes with the 
queen’s forces, ib. Gloselj besieges Edin¬ 
burgh, and commits great eraellies, ib. A 
suspension procured by tbe Engliali and 
. French ambassadors, 26. A coalition of 
parliea pretrented by him, 31. He is 
chosen regent, 32. His meroehery ingrati¬ 
tude to tbe earl of Northombcrland, ib. 
Obtains tbe temporalities of the arch- 
blsiioprte of St. Andrew's, 33. Laboars to 
procure a peaee between tbe two parties, 
36. Attempts in vain to gain Maitland and 
Kirkaldy, 37. Makes a treaty with Cfaa- 
telberaolt and Hontiy, 38. Gets posser- 
sion of the oaatle of l^ioburgb, 40. His 
severity to Kirkaldy and bis brother, 42. 
His administration becomes odious, 43. 
His various methods of gratifying his 
avarice, ib. 44. Cbnnivea at the dispute 
of the clergy, 45. He irritates the nobles, 
46. Argyle and AUiolrefase to answer his 
summons, ib. Makes a vain attempt against 
lord Claude Hamilton, 47. Discovers the 
designs of tbe nobles against him, and pro¬ 
poses to resign his office, 49. His re«g- 
aatioD accepted by tbe lung gives nniver- 
sal joy, ib. Obtains approlnUibn of bis 
conduct, and a pardon in ample form, 50. 
Conrinues to watch die motions of his ad« 
versaries, 51. Is forced to surrender tbe 
castle of Edinburgh, ib. Resumes bis 
authority, .52. Guns the castle of Stirling, 
and a seat in (be privy-council, 53. Pro¬ 
cures a meeting of tbe (Arliament at Stir¬ 
ling, ib. His'seourity radfied in it, ib. 
Forces arc raised for and againat him, 54. 
He is rcoonciled to bis adversaries by tbe 
iuteroesrion of queen Elizabeth, ib. Is 
suspected of foul play at an entertainment 
at his own bouse, 55. His illegal pro¬ 
ceedings against tbe family of Hamilton, 
56. The king’s new favonrites oodermhie 
him, .59. He endeavours to prevent Iheih, 
60. Queen Elizabeth iote^ose9xo bis fa¬ 
vour, 61. Is charged with ^ing accessary 
to the late king’s death, 62. He is confined 
in different prisons, 63. Disoonrages an 
attempt to rescue bim,ib. All bis friends' 
are turned out of office, 66. He is tried 
and condemned, 67. His resolute calm 
bebaviouraod ooufessiun befuro and at bis 
’dcatli, ib.,68. Hb body ia treated with 
igoominy, 69.. 


Murray, carl of, |jate prior of St. 
Andrew’s, goes wjtb a handful of men 
against Hontiy, i. 237. By bis great 
skill and courage be gains a complete 
victory, 238. His grant is ooidirmed by 
parHaraent, 245. Cabals egeiust him by 
Lennox and Damley, 261* His aversion to* 
Darnley and other court fsvouriles, 266. 
Galls Botbwell to stand a trial, ib. His 
.reasons for opposing Darnley’s marriage 
-with tbe queen, 267. He and his tsso- 
oiates are made tbe dupes of queen 
Elizabeth’s policy, 269. Concerts to seize 
Damley,. carry him to England, 
270. Ibis prevented by the - queen, 
ib. Avoids assassinaiion intended him 
by Damley, ib. Evidences of these 
plots, ib. 271. The queen’o vassals ve 
called to arms against bim, 271. Hp is 
summoned to appear before her, 272. Is 
again summoned and outlaw^ on bis 
non-appearance, 273. Is foroed to fiy 
with bis associates into Aigylesbiro, 274. 
Hiey are interceded for by queen Eliza¬ 
beth, ib. Are pursued by the queen, and 
obliged to fly Into ED|land, 276. Hiey 
meet with unexpected ill-treatment from 
qaeen Elizabeth, ib. Courts Rizio to io- 
teroede with tbe queen for bim, 281. 
Many of his old friends solicit for him, ib. 
The queen’s favonr bow intercepted, 282. 
A parliament is oalied to atlaiut them, 284. 
'Ibis bow prevented, 285. He and bis as¬ 
sociates amv4 at l^inborgfa, 291. Are. 
graciously received by the Idng and queen, 
ib. Are alarmed at the queen’s esimpe, 
but soon reconciled to her, 292. He is 
a^ipointed regent during tlie minority of 
kintil James VI., 361.'His harsh behaviour 
in a"viait to the queen, ib. The sneoess of 
bis wise administration, 363. Procures 
many of the queen’s party to join him, ib. 
Gets the places of strength into bis hands, . 
364. His office of regent oonflrroed by 
pariioment, 365. His severe and haughty 
behaviour disgusts several, 366. His ad¬ 
herents in great ooostemation at the 
queen’s escape from Ijochlevin, 368. His 
pjrudent conduct’on that occasion, 369. 
Defeats the queen’s army at Langsidc, 
370. He improves tills victory, 381. His 
leuity to the prisoners, ib* Ha calls a 
parltament, 383. fa called upon by queen 
Elixabetb to vindusate his conduct, 384. 
Ho arrives at York, 586. HU views in 
this aff'afr,-{b. Complaints of tbe queen’s 
oommissioners against him, 388. He 
behaves with great reserve'on this occa¬ 
sion,ib. Tbispnrtof liisoonduot aooonnted 
for, 389. Intrigues with the duke of 
Norfolk, ib. His demands from the Eng¬ 
lish oommissioners, 390. Answer to the 
oompiaints of the queen’s commissioners 
without toocbiiig on the murder, $92. 
Agrees to have the conference moved to 
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'Westmiiiftter^ ib. U iflbotioiuteljr received 
by qo®®** Eliiftbclb, ‘whiob offcDds qneen 
Mary, 394. Is prevailed on by EUzabclh 
to uecose Mary p( the morderi 395. Pro¬ 
duces hVs evidences, 398. Isdismiased by 
queen Elizabeth wiUioot approving or 
^ondoiBDing hU conduct, 400. His parly 
» secretly supported by her, 401. 
turos to ScoUaud, and by bU vigorous 
conduct breaks the queen's party, ,402. 
He receives proposals both from qoeen 
Elizabeth and qneen Mary, 404. He dis¬ 
appoints Norfolk, 409. An account of his 
murder, 415, 416. His cliaraeter, 417. 
Uis death macb lamented by queen Eliza¬ 
beth and the king’s party, ii. 1. Much 
anarchy the consequence ofit,ib. Part of 
n letter of his, App. 383. His heir mur¬ 
dered by the earl of Hontly, 168. . 


4(i9 


Nave. «HireUc 7 to (jneen Marj, is wot 
li; Dor with * letter and preseoU -to her 
SOD, ii. 57. Why dismissed witboot seeiog 
him, ib. Is sent with offers of humble rc- 
signAtioo to qaecn Ellesbeib, 97. .Is sei7.ed 
aod seat prisoner to London, 122. Is pro¬ 
duced on evidence against her, 128. 

Nevil discovers uid jwevents Parry’s 
dosign to mnrdcrqncon Elisabeth, ii. 103. 

Nobles, their extensive power, i. 18. 
Hecome torbalent and formidable, 19. 
Tboir power greater in Scotland than in 
aay other kingdom, 20. The causes of 
tills, ib. Their power of long dtiralion, 
31, .32. It lieooiiies intolerable to the 
prinncs,ib. They are humbled in Franco 
andBugland, ib. Bat continue vigorous 
in Scotland, ib. Discords among them en¬ 
couraged, ib. Their jurisdiolion eiroum- 
soribed, 33. Are greatly mortiSed by 
king James V., 53—56. Are disappointed 
in . scheme to shew their resentment, 58. 
Refusq to attend the king into England, 

69. They seise the revennes of the church, 

19& Refuse to part with them to the re. 
formed clergy, 197. Disaensions among 
thorn, 230, 231. A oonvenlion of them 
approve the queen’s marriage to Darnloy, 
268. Several of them recommeod 
Bothwell as . husband to her, 3^. A 
strange combinaUon of them on this oc- 
enaion, 336, A body of them aas^ato 
against her and Bothwell, 343, TheiT' 
different viowa in thia, 344. A party of 
them favonra the queen, 352. They are 
mnoh dispirited by the go^ “”1”^.°/ 
MarraT,S63. ’they are mnoh provoked by 
Morton the regent,ii.46.Thmk of redress 
from the king, 47. Infnse anspiMon of 
the regent’s power into kun. 48, A meet- 
L ofAem by him, 49. A party of them 
ooTispire againat the ’Fi¬ 

nley seise his person and drive them off, 
75. Their nej^eot of, and ingrutitudo to 


the clergy, uj. The king attempts to re¬ 
concile their feuds and unite them, 150. 
See Lords. 4 

Norfolk, doke of, tppoiutcd « com- 
misiuouer to beur tbe oaufev between 
queen Mary aod her accusers, i. 3B6. 
Porms a sebeme of monntiag tbe throne of 
Scotland, 389. Intrigues witli the regent 
and Maitland with that view, ib. lie re¬ 
presents the demands of the Soots li» 
queen Elizabetbg .391. Ilis farther ne¬ 
gotiations with restmet to queen Mary, 
405. Endeavours to cunccul his design 
from qneen Elizabeth, ib. Is Imposed 
by tbe artifice of the regent, 406. GeU 
tbe consent of many of the Eogliah nobles, 
407. His project approved at foreign 
courts, 408. Is discovered and defeated 
by queen Elizabeib, 409. Flies to Nor- 
folkp 410. He surrenders on a second* 
summoos, and is sent prisoimr to <he 
tower, ib. Is set at liberty, antrcoittinnes 
bis intrigues wilb quees Mary, ii. 21. Is 
betrayed by Ills secretary, 22. Is aeized 
with his dependants, and accused by tliem, 
23. Is executed, ib* 

Norlhumberlaudp carl of, attempts a re¬ 
bellion ill favour of queen Mary, i. 411. 
His scheme defeated, 412. He is seized 
by the regent, 413. Is delivered up to the 
governor of Berwick, and pot to death at 
York, ii. 32. 

Nottingkam, countess of, some account 
of tbe transaotioDs concerning tho carl ot 
Essex’s ring, ii. 231. 


OcTAViANS, their institution nnd ex¬ 
tensive powers, ii. 103. They undermine 
the king’s ministers, ib. Become odious, 
and a combination is formed against thorn, 
ib. Being split into factions, and envied 
by the courtiers, they resign Ibeir com¬ 
mission, 197. 

Ogilvie, lord, bas a scuffle with Sir 
JolmGordon in the streets uf Edinburgh, 
»» 234 . . ^ , 

Olipbant, master of, joins the Rnlhven 
conspirators, ii. 76. 

Oraoge, prince of, sends an agent into 
SooUaud, ii. 65. Uis instruolions, ib. 
Is assassinated, 107. ^ „ . 

D’Oysel, commander of ^he rreocn 
troops in Scotland, endeavours to pro¬ 
mote a war with England, i. 126. His 
derign frustrated, ib. The number of 
troops under bis command, 147. Jnsli- 
gates the queen-regent to violent mea- 
.inns agaioal the reformm*. 148. I« 
aant by qneen Mary to demand a aafo- 
condnot from qoeen BBanbetli, dnnng hot 
voyage to Scotland, 214. 

Paisiev, abbot of, arrivee in ScotUnd, 
i. 83. Create! a aiwpieion of Uio earl ol 
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Lennox in the earl pt Utaa regent, ib. 
Is inxde archbishop of St. Andrews, 95. 

Peris, (be nnsswe of, ii. 38,39. Re¬ 
joicings of the popish party on ncopant 
of ilf 39.' The consternatioD a^ horror 
of the.P^lestantst'ib. ' .t . 

Paiiionieht/the.iiatara of their original 
cbostiUiUoh, i. 83, 6S. Fartioalwly that 
of Scollanil, 64—88.19|3.' A parliament 
.held on an cxlraordtHryocotsioii, 193. 
A dilHcdlty started and answered, 194i 
Their proceedings withregard to religion, 
ih. 195. Cdod^n the popish and ap¬ 
prove the reformed doctrines, ib. Seve¬ 
ral other regnlatidna of the same ten- 
deucy, 196. Their yalidiyr called in 
question, 197. Exceed tlieir powers, 
198. Their proceedings laid before the 
king end qneen, ib. A parliament in fa- 
Toor of ^tbwelU 331. Passes an act 
in favoui^f the Hefomration, 333. -Con- 
Knn the proceedings of the confederates,. 
364. Parliammrta held both by the king’s 
and qneen’s parlies, ii. 15. Another of 
the qneen’a adherents, 16. Attaint up¬ 
wards of (wo hundred of their opponents, 
17. A parlianient at Sdrling by the 
king’s party, ib. ,Anrprised by the qneen’s' 
adhereiita, 18. Another, Of Stirling, 53. 
One at Edinburgh, 60. And on the 
king’s being of age,' 150.. Several new. 
laws msde there, 151—153. The lesser 
liarotfs admitted into parliament, 153. 

Parry, Dnetor, undertakes to. murder 
queen EHaabeth, ii. 103. Is enoonraged 
by and gels absolntion from the. pope', ij>. 
His design how prevented, 103. It exe¬ 
cuted, ib. u- i 

Parsons, h Jesuit,' publiidiet a book in 
favour of the infanta' of Spaio’s ri|^t of 
suceasiion to the crowo pf England, ii. 
183. 

Pasqninadas said- PiotOTeai aeonsing 
Bothwoii' of Dwnlity’s murder, i. 334. 
A taw made agaioM them, 333. 

Putlalt,. William, bia aoaoaut of the, 
Scottidi anoiont miBtary diseipKne, i. 98, 
99, note. 

Panlel, Sir Amiss,la appointed oiie of 
queen Mary's.keepers, ii, 98. . His rigid 
severity to. her, io'4. Discovers her Ib- 
reigo corretpondenoe, .130.' His irude 
treatment of hOr, 134. Kainaea to be 
oonoerned in privately. Maasainatiilg her, 
137.. A letter from hiiO?A^endiX', 435. 

Pellevh, hiebop of Aaaiena, is appealed 
to support tfas popish intsrost. in Soot-. 
laud, i., 164.. Drivsa the queen-regent to 
violent measures ogainat the Proteatanla, 
ib. 

Perth, an iiuqiTeetion of the' rafonnOrs 
there .agaiatt the Papists, i. 144. Its 
iahabitanls are severely treated bf tbo 
qor^-regent,-'147. A Praodll garrison 


placed there, ib, la besieged and taken 
by the Protestants, ISl. A great tumult 
there on account of Gowrie’s couspiracv. 
ii.S09. , . f 7* 

, Philip II. of Spain; marrihd to Mary, 
queen of Englend, i. 112. Jloinibroed 
hia army witli her troops, 135. His great 
yowcr, ii. 107. Joins in the huiy lengug, 
tb. Resolves to invade and conquer Eng¬ 
land, 155. His preparations for it dila- 
,tory,_ 158. Ilia design frustrated,- ib. 
Meditates an ihraaion of England through 
Scotland, 159. Intrignes with some Scot¬ 
tish lords with that view, 160. Remits 
money to them, 179. 

-IHnkey, the battle of, i. 97. 

Pina V., pope, excommunicates qneen 
Elixebethi deprives her of her kingdom, 
and absolves her subjects, ii, 7. 
r Potiy.'one of Babiogton’s conspirators 
against qoeen Elixibetb, ii. 118. Disco¬ 
vers the plot, ib, 

Poltrot, a franlio zealot, assassinates 
tiro duke of Gotse at the siege of Orleans. 
i.S4B. 

Pont; Mr. Robert, a minister, and one 
of the lords of session, protests against 
laws oppressive to the chnroh, ii. 89. 

Popery, where most floaiisbing, i. 115 . 
What kind prevailed in Scotland, ib. 
Was partly gra(te>l on heathenism, 152 . 
Is'tnaoh hurl by the congregation, 194 . 
.'Tlieir doctrinea condemned by parliament, 
195. The jnrisdiotion pf their conrts 
aboliahed, 196. Their worship prohi¬ 
bited, ib. Attempt in vain to gain qneen 
Maty's favour, 23*. ’Tbo great inBoeuce 
of popery, 283. 

■ 'Power, the bslanoe of, the great con- 
seqoonoe of preserving it, i. 70. 

, Presbyterian church government esta¬ 
blished iikSootlend, J. 202. Is confirmed 
byAing James VI., ii. 169, 

Protes^ts, in Franee, violently per- 
' oeculed, 1 .159. Are moderate on queen 
Mary’s arrival from Prance, 219. Are 
employed by her in the administration, 
330. A scheme for soppressing them all 
over Europe, 283. A league formed for 
^that purpose, U. 107. Seo ReforroaUon. 

■' ^AHsay, t hvooriteof king JamesIII., 
iwn^wlj escapes being hanged with bis 
***®®toleB, I, 47, is appointed captaio of 
‘ created earl of Bolh- 

vfoII, 48. See yotjiwell. 

■ Raadao, Sieor de, employed by. the 

Piwoh to negotiate amqme with England 
and Seotlaod, i. 189t Terms agreed on bv 
Mm,190. ( ■’ 

Randcipb, BcnttO 'otiaonrage the cou- 

gregation, i. 173> Cabgndalales qoeen 
Mary’s arrival in Soojlaod, 331. Urges 

the raUBoation of the treaty ofEdinhargh, 
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iH. Is imposed oni>y qaeenMary in Uie Bepledgmg,^e privilege of, to wtiom 

ftffeir of ber marrisge with Demley, 363, betoogiRg, i. 17. . 

Sent into Sootlaod on the morder ofMar* Uevenge, encooraged by onatom 
ray, ii. 3. Idteiposes for Morton, 64. endUw, i. S?. 

Flies fromSoollaod in the night, 66. Is Reveiines of the cbnrch.profleedingsof 
sent again there, and oonoludes n trMty parliament oonceming them, i. 196* 
.vrithXogland, 114. Several of his tel^ iUdolphi, an agent for the pope at Lon* 
ten, App. 311,316,320,331,333,339, don negotiates for queen Mary, ii. SI. 

His argninenls with the duke of Nor- 
Ratcliff. See Sussex. .folk, 22. 

Reformation, iln progress in Scotland, Rizio, David, some accooiit of him uid 
i. 105. Acoonrtt of Ua 6rst preaohen, ib. his rise, i.261. Dariiley's connexion with 
Is much infloenced by England, 106. him, 262. IJik good offieeH courted by 
Two remarkable in'strnmcnts of p.romoting Murray, 281* His great interest and fa* 
it, 107, 108. It makes great progress, miliarily with the queen, 286. Incurs the 

112. Causes contributing to promote it, hatred of Darnley, in. And of (he friends 

113. Its advantages over Popery, 121. of the exiled lords, l*B7. Scvcmleoiii ur* 

Is favoured by the queen-regentj 127. An ring uauses of this, ih.* A eombiiiation 
instance of regard for it in Scotland, 135. formed to murder him, 38B. Ho is tuui- 
The whole party not chargeable with car- dered in the queen's palace, 29<1, 291. 
dinal Beatoun's murder^ ih. A prinst ’ Romana invade Hrilain, i. 2. Give the 
burnt for embracing it, ib. The reformers earliest accounts of the Scots, ib. 
violently persecuted by the archbishop of Ross, bisitop of, zealously promotes 

Andrew^, ib. Are protected by the queen Mary's interest at London, ii. 21, 
qofen-regent, l.')6. Apply in vain io tho 22. Is coiilined to the 1'owar,and Uirent- 
popMi clergy, ib. A perseoutioo agaiiiat ened with capital pnnislnnent, 23, 24. lit 
them puahed on by the French interest, set at liberty, and banished the kingdom, 
110. The preachers summoned before the ib, Some letters of hih, App. i. 377. 
regent, 142. They are deceived and de- Rubay, a foreigner, made keeper of tin- 
dared out-laws by her, 143. A riotoua greaCscal of Scotland, i. I2il. 
insuirecUoii of them at Perth against the Rutbveii,lord, the murder ofRixio pro- 
Papisls, 144. Preparq to defend them- posed to him by Darniey, i. 288. Heads 
aelves against ibe queen, 14.5. Conclude the conspirators against biin,2W. His 
a treaty with her wMofa sbe presently part in" that Iransaclioo* ib. 291. Is ad- 
breaks, 146. They take arm* againatthe mitted into the qneen's presence, who 
queen, 148. Insist bn redressing civil as promises him a pardon, 292. Did not re- 
wcll as religious grievances,149. T||ie in- pent of it at hw death, 297. ^ 

fluence of the Reformation on liberty, ib. , created carl of Cowrie, bo and 

They besiege and take Perth, 151. Tbey hia nssooiates i^Jze the king , and remon- 
seize Stirling and Edinburgh, ib. Commit sttate against his favoiiTUcs.ii. 7^ Drive 
great violence on cburches and monaste- them from him, 7.5. Their condocl ap- 
ries* ib. Their conduct how accounted for, proved in an asseuiblyof the slates, 77. 

— Xhe king escapes fiom Ihcm, fllK By Ar- 
fan'a influence violfiitmeaMiresnredeter- 
luiued a^ainat them, 83. Qoeen Elaabeth 
interoedea in Uicir behalf, ih. Are de¬ 
clared guilty of high'treason, 8.5* Take 
refuge in foreign coniiincs, ib. Are 
harshly treated by qu«eo Klixabelh, 99. 

A reconciliation wiib her brtmgbt aboul, 
110. Return to Scotland, and are reooo- 
oiled to the king, lit, 'Jneir moderation 
on being restored to Ibeir estaica and bo- 
Donrs, 112. Jbeir neglect of their friends 

the clergy, ll3. , . j u 

Rotbveu, that name abolished by par¬ 
liament, ii. 219. See Cowrie. 

Bathveu raid, wbat, ii. 75. 

Sadler, Sir Ralph, bis representations 
of the resentment of the Scots, for the 
aeizore of their ships by Henry Vlll., i. 
82. Appointed a comnitssiooer , 

the cause between queen Mory and he^ 
accusers, 386. 


152. An instance of fheirmoderalion, 153. 
Fix their residence at Edinburgh, ib. The 
queen prepares to attack them, 154, 
Makes another treaty with her, 155. Are 
forced to abandon Edioburgh, &c. but al¬ 
lowed the exercise of their religion, ib. 
Demand tbe expulsion of the French 
army, ib. AreU^are of tbeir danger from . 
•France, 159. Their jiarly streogthcned,ib. 
Remoostrnte against the French fortify¬ 
ing Leith,"'163. Take arms in their own 
defence, 165. Remonstrate again io the 
regent, 166. Are highly incensed at her 
iroperions answer, ib. Byadvice of a con¬ 
vention deprive the queeo-dowager of the 
office of regent, 168. foundations of 
this eonduct. 168—170. Examination of 
the different prinoipleB on which it was 
oonducledin different eonntrieB,202. The 
growth of it encouraged by parliament, 
365. See Congregation. ' 

Regalities, the ample junsdicUon of, 
i. 17. ' 
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Sandilaad*' of Cdder.'ji^' !|L 'Jfobff, ■4«i' tlw ntrder of JlaiNi; tie regent, iii 
■rat to itj'tifti.praeeediap 'Of '^ coo* id. S^te of fBctiona at that lime in it, 
gregatioa urHindM Imforo the kte ud < lb;' A leagoe ooncMe^ between Scot- 
qneon in Franoe, i. 198. Ii 'doia^n> and Eogl^, 114; A - view of 
oeir«iil> and diaaUaaedwilboatant^a* rerorniiona of ^Uand ainee tbeao- 
lionl^ tbea, 199. . [, 'oaaaion of Jaraea VI., SS7—248. Of tie, 

Savagoj in'Spaniab offio4r, bin. daapmfa poVof of tbe atate, 237—242. And of the 
reaidation toUII qneen BI^|dMlb, ii. llB, dlifeira,242, 243. Of the graina and taale 
Ilf. _ _ • aa to learning, 243—248. 

Sootlaad ita anoiral'bialor; fUmloBa, Soott ofEimdengh, entera and ranges 
i. 1; The origin of the Soota, 2. Their England after die nrarder of Sfnrraj the 
bialoirwhjriemarkabljobtonre, S. Some regent, ii. 1. The design of this, 4. 
acoonnt of the wiitera'of it, 4, la dhrided Benpe; lard, arat to condole with, and 
into fonr periods, ib, A rertew of tbe watch qneen Mar; On her arrinl in £u- 
third eta, 5. Some.aeconnt of the oon- gland, i..37d. She is committed to his 


truvera; concerning its independencj, 
6 —9. This the oanse of great animoaitiea 
and mcch bloodshed, 10. The atate of 
Scotland when Brace began Ida reign, 
11. It begins to hire an influenoeon the 
fate of distant nationa', 73. InSoenoe ah 
to the balance of power, 74.' State of 
Scotland at the birth of qneen tfarj, 76. 

, la inraded bj the Bngliab, and aereral 
places bnrnt and plundered, 88. Hnch 
alienated A«m the Engtisb, ib. 89. A peace 
ccnclnded between England, Franoe, and 
Scotland, 90. Computation of damngea 
done b; the English in Scotland, ib. ^ 
new breach with Eoghod, 95. Is inraded 
bjr a great English .amj, 96. The Scots 
are defeated with great slaogbter, 97. 
Their manner of fighting at that time, 
98. A marriage agraed pf their foung 
qneen and the dauphin of France, 101. 
lliaj aeon repent tbia step, 104. A fray 
at Bdiobnrgb ocoasiona their niter arcr- 
■ion to the French, 105. This infiained 
bj another incident, 123. They decline a 
war with England, 125,. Send repreaen- 
tatirea to witness qneen Matj’s'marriage,. 
128. Tl^ oare as to the minihgl a^ 
oles, ib. refbae consent to the de- 
aaan^ pfSjf^rpnob, 130. Fonr of their 
depnBaajArtsetad to be poisoned, 131'. 
Which mBi increases the aversion, ib. 
Grant the neewn matrimonial to the dau¬ 
phin, 132. They apply to' the English 
for sssisUnce against dm Frenofa, 172. An 
English fleet arriros for that purpose, 182. 
Coacinda a peace with En^and, and ra- 
ceire ao Engilah army, ib.- 183. All 
parties agree in detehting ^ Frebeb, 
186. A treaty between Englatid, France, 
and Scotland, 189. Both English and 
French armies leave Soollsnd, 192. They 
rejoice much at tbs death of the young 
king of Prance, 201. Send to invito the 
qoeen to Scotland, 206. Reject propo- 
taU,«f an ambassador from Franco, 207. 
Stale of Sootiand on qceSn Mary’s retnrn 
from Fiance, 216.. Oreat seal of tbe.na. 

. tiott against Popery, 219. The Scots 
'brought*into Ccatempt by queen Mary’s 
oondnot, 343. In ■ miserable condition 

I ’ ■ . 


enslody at Boltm-caatle, 382. Why his 
fidelity is distrusted, and the queen re¬ 
moved, 393. 

Sesuon, lords and eonrt af, by whom 
first nppointed, i. 35. The president and 
one huf of their number of the clergy, 
118. 

SetOD, lord, assists tbe qocen-regent in 
defending Leith, i. 174. 

Shrewsbury, earl of, the charge of 
queen Usry's person nomraitted to. biro, 

i. 393. Why removed from that ollice, 

ii. 98. Is appointed to see tlie sentence 
against her exeonted, 138. Letter from 
him ud the enrl of Kent, oonoerning her 
dentb,'Appendix, 438. 

Siniolnirj bishop of Bess, a aealoos 
Papist, conenra os president of the ces¬ 
sion, in acquitting Knox of n charge of 
treason, i. 248. 

Somerset, doke of, eaters Scotland, 
with a pnwerful army, i. 96. Ii rednoed 
to a very oritioal sitnatioa, 97. Defeata 
the Soota with gnat alangbter, 98. This 
vlotory why dflittle advantage, 99. Cabala 
against him at the court'of England force 
him to retarn, ib, Ii rained by bia’ene- 
miea, 103. 

Spain, great wariike prapaiatioas there, 
ii, 154, See Artnado, The Infanta of, 
set np aa candidate for the crown of 
England, 182. 

' Spanish aihbaaiodon ordered to leave 
England, for intriguing in fovonr bf qneen 
Mary, iL 24. 93. . • 

Sprat, his diacaveriea oonoerning Gow-' 
rie’a oonapirnoy, ii. fill, 212. la ex- 
eoajed.ib. - 

SteWort, James, prior of St. Andrews, 
bwppoiatod to cany thoerown matrimo¬ 
nial to the danphia afiPraBDO, i. 134. See 
St. Aadreira. 

- , Same, lord' AiAigne, hia ar¬ 
rival in Sootiand, ii. 58. See Anbigoe. 

———, Captain James, bis charaoler, 
ii, 59. Bcoomesafavonritoof king James, 
ib. Aoonses Morton.of the murder of the 
late king, 62.' Is created earl of Arlan. 
See Arran. 

-, Col, 'William, commander of 
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from IhB Rottra ooiMpiratoM, n. ai. ad™uge. of,H.Mi, ‘ 

Seizes tlie earl of Gowrie, B8. * 

well, 11 , IW). Jomii in a treaiouble Mrtrf He libnrtjof hiiommtrT. 1 10 
,«rrasponaenoe with the popuhlord., ib. ■ WaWnBlma, to ooeen 

SeeBothwelL . Uth, «ent nmbwiaaorto kin* Jimw VI.. 

, all of tuat name combine in ii. M. Retams without saoeeiin ib. 
opp^ing the ohanoeUor.n. 173. Mdoa . r,voottbIo report to her eon 

StiriiD^, seized bj tbe reformers, i. l5l. cerning James, ib. loterposes b favour 
Mwhiuneiittherebj the king's party, a. of queen Mary, 98. Diioovert Babbg- 
1*. Is surpnsed by tbe queen’s adbe- Ion’s conspiracy, 118. Why a deter- 
rents, and a great fray ensues, 18. mined and inveterate enemy to qneen 
Strozri, Leon, commands a body of Mary, 121. A letter from him, Appen- 
French sent into Scotland, L94. Rednees dtx, 401., 

and deDiDlisbesthe castle of St. Andrews, Warwick, eerl of, saeeeeds Somerset 
95. See Fi-anco. . in tbe government of England, i. 103. 

Sncocssion, a remarkable statnte oon- Westminster, the oonfereooes concero- 
cemiog it, 1.96. ^ ing qaeen Mary tltero, ii. 392. 

Superintendents proposed in tbe churoh Westmorland, earl of, attempts a re- 
of Scotland, i. 204. Theirbnsioess, ib. bellion in favour of qneen Mary, i.41l. 

Sqssox, earl of, one of the oommisrion- His sebemes discovered and defeated, 
erg to hear the caase between qneen 412, 413. Ho escapes to Ibe Nether^ 
Mary and her aoonsers,i. 386. Atiembles lends, ib. 

a powerfal army no the borders, ii* 3. Withom, tbe prior of, imprisoned for 
He and Scrope enter and ravage Scot- oelebntbg mass, i. 246. 
lend, 4. WtUoz, a minister, declares for resist- 

. aooe and derivation of tyrannical mlers, 
Tax npon luid first proposed b Scot- i. 168. Is called to attend the qneen- 
land,!. 124. dowager on her deatb'bed, 187. 

Throkmorton, air Nicholas, sent ambas- Wiihart, George, bis illej^l exacoUon 
sador oxtraordbary from qaeen Elizabeth revenged, i. 91. 
to oppose queen (Mary’s marriage with Witchcraft, vigoronriy prosecuted by 
Hariiley, i. 265. His intercession for king James VI. in SootlaDd,ii. 167. 
tbe exiled lords is mnoh regarded, 281. WottoD,deaD ofCaoterbary,employod 
His enmity to Cecil, ib. Is sent to ne- to negotiate a peace with Vrtuiee,i. 169. 
gotiate qneen Mary’s liberation, 353. Is ——, Sir Edward, sent by qneen 

refused aceesB to her by tbe confederates, Elizabeth bio ^lland, it. 109. His 
3.55. Some letUrs of his, Appendix, ii. character, ib. Soon gats into higb Civonr 
351. 353,354.365.381. with king James, ib. Procures a bagne 

__, Francis, is charged with* between tbe two kingdoms, ib. Under- 

a conspiracy against qneen Elizabeth,' ii. abes Arran's power, 110. Forms a 
91. At first be denies, bat afterward plot on kbg James, and foreed to wl^- 
confessesit, ib. Reflections on his oon* draw witbont taking ioave. 111. 
fessioD, 92. Is executed, ib. 

Titchboame designs to assusinale queen 

Elizabeth, ii. 117. 

Treason, persons gailty of it, tried after 
their death by Die law of Scotland, ii. 


212 . 

ViLMOKT, a foreigner, made oomp- 
troller of Scotland, i. 123. 


Yobk, tbe oonferencea there concern¬ 
ing queen Mary, i< 386. 

Zouctri, lord, sent ambassador by 
qneeo Elii^etb to remonstrate against 
■king James’s leBtty*to the popisit lor^, ii. 
177. Hit treachery on tbit oceasioo, ib. 
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